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MARTINSVILLE — The Met-
ropolitan School District of Mar-
tinsville was served a tort claim no-
tice last week from Carmel-based 
ODZ�¿UP�:DJQHU�5HHVH�RQ�EHKDOI�
RI� DQ� DOOHJHG� YLFWLP� RI� D� IRUPHU�
district employee now accused of 
sexual misconduct with minors. 

Brittany Fortinberry, 31, 
worked as a substitute teacher in 
Martinsville schools from Oct. 
24, 2023, until Jan. 9, 2024, when 
VKH�UHVLJQHG��6KH�ODWHU�ZHQW�RQ�WR�
EULHÀ\�ZRUN�DV�D�WHDFKHU�LQ�(PL-
nence late last summer. 

In October of 
last year, Fortin-
EHUU\� ZDV� FKDUJHG�
with two felonies 
and misdemeanors 
HDFK��LQFOXGLQJ�WZR�
counts each of dis-
VHPLQDWLQJ� PDWWHU�
harmful to minors and harassment 
XVLQJ�D�FRPSXWHU�QHWZRUN��
6KH�ZDV�WKHQ�FKDUJHG�LQ�)HEUX-

DU\� ZLWK� ¿YH� IHORQLHV�� LQFOXGLQJ�
three counts of sexual misconduct 
with a minor. Fortinberry was 

MSD facing possible legal  
action over former teacher

A BURDEN OF HOPE

MORGAN COUNTY — A 
GRXEOH�KHDULQJ�ZDV�KHOG�0RQ-
day afternoon in 
0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�
Superior Court 
II for Brian and 
6RQMD�6WD൵RUG��

Since the for-
mer husband 
and wife have 
EHHQ� FKDUJHG� WR-
JHWKHU� DQG� WKH\�
had back to back 
KHDULQJV� VFKHG-
uled for Monday, 
-XGJH� %ULDQ� +��
:LOOLDPV� DVNHG�
attorneys for both 
if they objected to 
KROGLQJ�RQH�KHDU-
LQJ��1HLWKHU�DWWRUQH\�REMHFWHG��VR�
:LOOLDPV�FRPELQHG�ERWK�KHDULQJV�
into one.

By Keith Rhoades
MCC Chief Correspondent

Trials 
set for 
2026

MARTINSVILLE — No, that was not 
WKH� 6RQ� RI�0DQ�ZKHHOLQJ� D� FURVV� GRZQ�
0RUJDQ� 6WUHHW� LQ� WKH�PLGGOH� RI� D�0RQ-
GD\�DIWHUQRRQ��WKRXJK�KH�GRHV�ORRN�D�OLW-
WOH�OLNH�WKH�JX\�RQ�WKH�µ35$<¶�ELOOERDUGV�
\RX¶YH�SUREDEO\�VHHQ�DURXQG�WRZQ�

That was actually just Jordan Christo-
SKHU�:DONHU�.LOJRUH�²� KH� DOZD\V� XVHV�
KLV�IXOO�QDPH�²�WU\LQJ�WR�VSUHDG�NLQGQHVV�
up and down the block.

Nearly every day, the people of Mar-
WLQVYLOOH� FDQ� ¿QG� .LOJRUH� ZDONLQJ� WKH�
WKUHH�PLOHV�IURP�)LIWK�6WUHHW�RQ�WKH�FLW\¶V�
QRUWKHDVW� VLGH� WR� WKH� EULGJH� RYHU� WKH�
:KLWH�5LYHU�RQ�,QG�����E\SDVV�DQG�EDFN�
DJDLQ��KHDYLQJ�RYHU�KLV�VKRXOGHU�D�QHDUO\�
���SRXQG�ZRRGHQ�FURVV�WKDW�KH�RULJLQDOO\�
found thrown in the trash.

:K\� GRHV� KH� GR� LW"� 0DUWLQVYLOOH� LV�
a proud faith-based community, but it 
PLJKW� QHYHUWKHOHVV� EH� HDV\� WR� GLVPLVV�
.LOJRUH�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�D�-HVXV�IUHDN��
³3HRSOH� VHH�PH� DQG� WKH\� VD\�� µ,I� WKLV�

JX\¶V�RXW�KHUH�EHLQJ�WKLV�FUD]\�IRU�-HVXV��
it must�EH�UHDO�¶´�.LOJRUH�WROG The Corre-
spondent GXULQJ�D�UHFHQW�VLW�GRZQ�

The comment echoes a pretty famous 
dilemma some modern Christians have 
had with their faith. The writer C.S. Lew-
is articulated it like this — either Jesus re-
DOO\�ZDV�WKH�0HVVLDK��RU�KH�ZDV�D�UDYLQJ�
OXQDWLF��QRWKLQJ�PRUH�

For Lewis, and presumably the people 
ZKR�PDNH�WKLV�FRPPHQW�WR�.LOJRUH��WKH�ODW-
ter option — Christ as a fraudulent madman 
— was too hard to stomach. Jesus must 
have been who he claimed to be.

By Jared Quigg
MCC Reporter

Martinsville ‘Cross Guy’ walks  
the talk of faith nearly every day 

FROM TOP: From left to right: Patty Owens and Holly Jones chat with Jordan Christopher Walker 
Kilgore outside the Red Barn on Morgan Street during one of Kilgore’s daily strolls last month. Just 
about every day, Kilgore walks for miles up and down the streets of Martinsville, carrying a cross and 
spreading the message of Jesus. // Kilgore smiles with his cross as he walks West Morgan Street. He 
started “walking for the Lord” after he first saw someone else do it. (Stephen Crane photos / MCC)

MARTINSVILLE — 
7KH�+RRVLHU�(QYLURQPHQ-
tal Council, an Indianap-
ROLV�EDVHG� QRQSUR¿W�� LV�
WDNLQJ�OHJDO�DFWLRQ�DJDLQVW�
the Indiana Department of 
(QYLURQPHQWDO� 0DQDJH-
ment (IDEM) and power 
company AES Indiana, the 
RZQHU� RI� WKH� (DJOH� 9DO-
OH\�*HQHUDWLQJ�6WDWLRQ�RQ�

%OXH� %OX൵� 5RDG� QRUWK� RI�
0DUWLQVYLOOH�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�
D�ODZVXLW�¿OHG�0DUFK����
,Q� WKH� ODZVXLW�� ¿OHG� LQ�

WKH� 0RUJDQ� &RXQW\� &LU-
FXLW� &RXUW�� WKH� +(&� SH-
titions for judicial review 
RI� ,'(0¶V� LVVXDQFH� RI� D�
SROOXWLRQ� GLVFKDUJH� SHU-
mit to AES Indiana back 
in January.

Lawsuit: AES is contaminating 
White River with toxins

For nearly 70 years, the Eagle Valley power plant on Blue Bluff Road north of Martinsville used coal to produce electric-
ity. In 2018, the plant switched to natural gas, but according to a lawsuit recently filed, AES is allegedly polluting the 
nearby White River with toxic chemicals from the coal ash that was produced and stored on site. (AES courtesy photo) 

Brian and Sonja Stafford 
in court Monday as  
they face more than  
100 combined charges
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Obituary

Jail Bookings

These are preliminary charges 
and do not represent a convic-
tion. Suspects are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty. 

Richard Adams, 64, Greenwood, 
serving time – operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated.

Kelsey Bryant Anthis, 40, Martins-
ville, serving time – probation 
violation.

Lee Harley Davidson Bates, 31, 
Mooresville, false identity 
statement and hold for Indiana 
agencies.

Caleb MacKenzie Bellner, 27, 
Mooresville, petition to revoke 
probation.

Elijah Randy Brummett, 22, 
Mooresville, possession of 
marijuana.

Jordan Dale Calhoun, 27, Martins-
ville, battery and domestic 
battery.

Lillian Josephine Jessie Ann Cobb, 
32, Indianapolis, driving while 
suspended.

Megan Leann Cogdill, 43, 
Plainfield, possession of a 
controlled substance.

Steven Cameron Eggers, 24, Mar-
tinsville, probation revocation.

Isaiah Flores, 21, Martinsville, do-
mestic battery-simple assault, 
strangulation, strangulation, 
and criminal confinement.

Jordan Edward Guffey, 29, India-
napolis, failure to appear.

Hunter Lee Hampton, 27, 
Martinsville, resisting law 
enforcement-defendant uses 
a vehicle, operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated with a prior 
conviction, and operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated-en-
dangerment.

Mason Logan Hopper, 22, Plain-
field, serving time – operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated 
with a prior conviction.

Ivan Anthony Guerrero Juarez, 
25, Indianapolis, serving time – 
probation violation.

Sherman Partick Kramer, 44, 
homeless, wanted on Morgan 
County warrant.

Ralph Edward McClusky Jr., 45, 
Gosport, serving time – domes-
tic battery-moderate bodily 
injury.

Mario Gabriel Modany, 20, Car-
mel, operating a vehicle with 
a blood alcohol content of .15 
percent or more, forgery, leav-

ing the scene of a crash-injury 
crash, and operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated-endanger-
ment.

Stephen Tyler Nenedjian, 29, 
Martinsville, possession of 
paraphernalia.

Braun Wade Price, 38, Brooklyn, 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated-endangerment 
and operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated.

Damiel Lee Scott, 46, Camby, 
serving time – probation 
violation.

Shirley Jeanette Scott, 45, 
Martinsville, false identity 
statement and possession of 
paraphernalia.

Jarrod Lowell Shotts, 27, Mar-
tinsville, petition to revoke 
probation.

Jason Harold Stull, 41, Shelbyville, 
possession of metham-
phetamine, possession of 
marijuana, and possession of 
paraphernalia.

Crystal J. Thomas, 45, Indianap-
olis, resisting law enforce-
ment-defendant uses a vehi-
cle, public intoxication, and 
battery against a public safety 

official with bodily injury.
Ethan Andrew Patton, 35, Brook-

lyn, violation of pretrial release 
and possession of metham-
phetamine.

Darren Heath Pemberton, 58, 
Gosport, bond forfeiture.

James Justo Velasco, 50, Indianap-
olis, operating a vehicle, intox-
icated and operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated-endanger-
ment, and operating without 
ever obtaining a license.

Joseph Scott Vibbert, 41, Spencer, 
possession of methamphet-
amine, possession of a sched-
ule I substance, possession 
of marijuana, and dealing 
methamphetamine.

Jacob Morgan Vinson, 24, Martins-
ville, serving time-possession 
of marijuana.

Mary Diane Williams, 47, India-
napolis, operating a motorboat 
while intoxicated, possession 
of marijuana, and operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated-en-
dangerment.

Eli Shane Wright, 43, Martinsville, 
serving time – contempt of 
court-civil.

Marriage/Divorces

Marriage Licenses 
Shelby Marie Waldrip, Monrovia; Hezeki-

ah Matthew Pleake, Martinsville
Alexander Joseph Willett, Mooresville; 

Morgan Elise Walts, Indianapolis
Annabelle Louise Lundy, Coatesville; 

Christian Daniel Lee Clayton, Martins-
ville

Branka Bavic, Mooresville; Michael 
Merriman, Mooresville

Rubens Deniro Cabello Milano, Martins-

ville; Sylvia N. Summers, Martinsville
Courtney Renee Bertram, Mooresville; 

Edwin Joel Coriano, Flint, Mich.
Anna Renee Thrasher, Mooresville; Hunt-

er Braiden Miers, Mooresville

Divorces 
Paola D. Sotelo vs. Deyson Tobar
Matthew Somers vs. Amber Somers
Brittany Hogan vs. Derek Hogan
Rebekah Inabnitt vs. Kaden Inabnitt

Mary LaBrecque vs. James LaBrecque
Bayleigh Blondell vs. Karena Noragon
Carrolle Parmerlee vs. Linda D. Parmer-

lee
James Connor Fields vs. Erin Lorraine 

Hays
Johnna Jones vs. Patrick Jones
Abigail Danielle Rodabaugh vs. Tyran 

Alan Rodabaugh
Melissa E. Lowery vs. Brian Lowery
Kelly Walker vs. Billy Walker Jr.

MOORESVILLE — Phyllis 
Elizabeth Ann Bagwell, 90, of 
Mooresville, was granted eternal 
rest on Monday, March 24, 2025 
at the Brownsburg Meadows. 
She is now free of the confine-
ments of dementia which she 
has battled for over ten years. 
On May 21, 1934, she was born 
to Harold and Helen King in the 
city of St. John on the island of 
Newfoundland in Canada.

Phyllis dedicated her life caring 
for others. She cared for her 
family as a dedicated homemak-
er. Always putting the needs of 
others before her own, as moth-
ers often do. She was blessed 
with a beautiful family marrying 
the love of her life, Dale Thomas 
Bagwell, on November 23rd, 
1966. The two had enjoyed nearly 
47 years of marriage before his 
passing on July 25, 2013.

Aside from her own family, she 
was also active in her church and 
community. Many will remember 
Phyllis from her charitable work. 
Her compassion, generosity, and 
kindness were central to the 
many benevolent activities she 
engaged in. She truly embodied 
what it meant to be a servant 
and follower of Jesus Christ. 
Never seeking glory for herself, 
she simply wanted to help those 
around her and give glory to her 
Heavenly Father. Phyllis never 
turned down an opportunity to 
assist others, which was one of 
her greatest passions. The best 
years of her life were defined by 
her service to the poor, elderly, 
and disabled. She could always 
be counted on to volunteer, no 
matter what the task.

She was a member of the 
Mooresville Church of God, 
President of the Women’s Group, 
active leader with Churches in 
Mission, volunteer for Meals 
on Wheels, volunteer at the 
Senior Center, a volunteer at 
Camp Challenge, and more. In 
her spare time, she enjoyed 
gardening and looking for new 
recipes to cook. Always seeking 
to grow in her faith, she valued 
Bible study and prayer time.

Phyllis also enjoyed caring for 
her many grandchildren, whom 
she loved more than life itself. 
Parents never heard the word 
“no” when it came to watching 
the grandbabies! Other enjoy-
able activities for her included 
mending and sewing clothing, 
bargain shopping, watching the 
birds on her deck overlooking the 
lake with her husband Dale, and 
caring for the homes that Dale 
designed and built with his own 

hands for her over their many 
years together. She also had a pe-
culiar affinity for Canadian Geese, 
for some mysterious reason.

Friends and relatives, do 
not be sad at her passing. She 
suffers no more, and we are 
grateful. Phyllis would not want 
you to be sad on her account. Be 
happy for her as she enters her 
new world. She smiles.

Phyllis will forever be 
remembered by her family and 
friends including her children, 
Arthur Wood of Indianapolis; 
Arlana Wood of Indianapolis and 
Krystal (Howard) Simmons of 
Spotsylvania, Virginia; Stephen 
(Marcia) Bagwell of Indianapolis; 
sister, Emma Butler of Canada; 
daughter-in-law Sandra (Wood) 
Calvert; 7 grandchildren: Ashley 
Wood, Jimmy (Maggie) Farmer, 
Jeremy (Beth) Farmer, Megan 
Wood, Nelson Wood, Cassie 
(Max) Wood, Stephen J. Bagwell, 
8 great grandchildren, and 2 
great-great grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Harold and Helen 
King; husband, Dale Bagwell; 
son, Max O. Wood Jr.; and broth-
er, Jim King.

Family and friends are invited 
to visit on Wednesday, April 2nd 
from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon in 
the chapel at Carlisle – Branson 
Funeral Service & Cremato-
ry. Phyllis’s Life Celebration® 
Service will immediately follow 
beginning at 12:00 noon at the 
funeral home. She will be laid to 
rest next to her husband Dale 
at Fairfield Cemetery in Camby 
following the service.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made in Phyllis’s 
memory to Churches in Mission 
online at https://churchesinmis-
sion.org/ or using the envelopes 
provided at the funeral home.

Visit www.CarlisleBranson.
com to share a favorite mem-
ory or to sign the online guest 
registry.

Phyllis Elizabeth Ann Bagwell, 90

Toby Dolen, 80
MOORESVILLE — Toby Lee Dolen, 80, of Mooresville, died 

March 25, 2025. Arrangements by Carlisle-Branson Funeral 
Service and Crematory in Mooresville.  

Matthew Upton, 51
MOORESVILLE — Matthew Jon Upton, 51, of Mooresville, died 

March 28, 2025. Arrangements by Carlisle-Branson Funeral 
Service and Crematory in Mooresville.  

Ethil Ladyman, 88
MARTINSVILLE — Ethil Raymond Ladyman, 88, of Martins-

ville, died March 29, 2025. Arrangements by Costin Funeral 
Chapel in Martinsville. 

Obituary Notices

Morgan County Superior Court I
Judge Dakota VanLeeuwen
Sawyer Flinn, 22, Mooresville, operating 
while intoxicated, endangering a person. 
Sentenced to 365 days in jail, suspended ex-
cept for two days to serve (time served), 363 
days probation, 90-day license suspension, 
fines, costs and restitution of $1,175.

Aaron Grey, 47, Indianapolis, operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated endangering 
a person. Sentenced to 365 days in jail, 
suspended except for 12 days to serve, 353 
days probation, 90-day license suspension, 
fines and costs of $790.

Mason Hopper, 22, Indianapolis, operating 
a vehicle with a schedule I or II controlled 
substance with prior conviction. Sentenced to 
90 days in jail and 90 days home detention, 
180-day license suspension, fines and costs of 
$390.

Ralph E. McClusky Jr., 45, Gosport, domestic 
battery resulting in moderate bodily injury. 
Sentenced to 455 days in jail, suspended 
except for 90 days to serve, 365 days proba-
tion, fines and costs of $240.

John Oliver, 35, Indianapolis, operating a ve-
hicle with a schedule I or II and possession 
of marijuana. Sentenced to 180 days in jail, 
suspended except for eight days to serve 
(time served), 172 days probation, 90-day 
license suspension, fines and costs of $990.

Ronald Rose, Mooresville, probation viola-
tion. Sentenced to 50 days in jail.

Chad Ziegler, 39, Martinsville, non support 

of a dependent child. Sentenced to 288 days 
in jail, fines and costs waived as court finds 
defendant to be indigent.

Superior Court II
Judge Brian H. Williams
Richard Adams, 64, Greenwood, operating 
while intoxicated. Sentenced to 365 days in 
jail, suspended except for 10 days to serve, 
365 days probation, 180-day license suspen-
sion, fines and costs of $390.

Lateesha M. Emra, 29, Martinsville, resisting 
law enforcement. Sentenced to 270 days in 
jail, fines and costs of $590.

Lateesha M. Emra, 29, Martinsville, probation 
violation. Sentenced to 240 days in jail, 
fines and costs of $1,610, time to be served 
consecutively with previous case.

Gary Huff, 26, Indianapolis, battery by bodily 
waste and disorderly conduct. Sentenced 
to 500 days in jail  (time served), fines and 
costs of $590.

Yoni Izaguirre, 29, Martinsville, operating 
without ever receiving a driver’s license. Sen-
tence to 0 days in jail, fines and costs of $590.

Yoni Izaguirre. 29, Martinsville, operating 
with a blood alcohol content of .15 percent or 
more and operating without ever receiving a 
driver’s license. Sentenced to 365 days in jail, 
suspended except for six days to serve, 359 
days probation, one-year license suspension, 
fines and costs of $790.

Angela B. James, 52, Terre Haute, visiting a 
common nuisance. Sentenced to 180 days in 

jail, suspended except for six days to serve 
(time served), 365 days probation, fines and 
costs of $590.

Cory W. Lafary, 32, Martinsville, operating 
while intoxicated. Sentenced to six days in 
jail, 90-day license suspension, fines and 
costs of $390.

Aretis Leslie, 32, Indianapolis, operating 
while intoxicated-endangering. Sentenced 
to 365 days in jail, suspended except for 
six days to serve (time served), 365 days 
probation, 180-day license suspension, fine 
and costs of $390.

Wendy Mathews, 55, Mooresville, posses-
sion of methamphetamine. Sentenced to 910 
days in jail, suspended except for six days 
to serve (time served), 904 days probation, 
fines and costs of $790.

Leslie M. Smith, 38, Martinsville, possession 
of methamphetamine. Sentenced to 5,840 
days in Indiana Department of Corrections, 
fines and costs of $590.

Superior Court III
Senior Judge G. Michael Witte
Lisa Eidson, 60, Mooresville, operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated endangering a per-
son. Sentenced to 60 days in jail, suspended 
except for four days to serve (time served), 
365 days probation, 90-day license suspen-
sion, fines and costs of $390.

Hans A. Hamblin, 39, Martinsville, operating 
while intoxicated endangering a person. 
Sentenced to 270 days in jail, fines and costs 
of $390.

Court News

MARTINSVILLE — Indiana 
Department of Transportation con-
tractor E&B Paving, Inc. is sched-
uled to begin signal modification 
work along the Ind. 39 bypass on 
or after Monday, March 31.

Work will take place on the by-
pass between Rogers Road and 
West Morgan Street, with flagging 
operations periodically used while 
signal work is in progress.

Pavement rehabilitation work 
will take place on the Ind. 39 by-
pass as part of the contract fol-
lowing the completion of signal 
modification work. INDOT will 
provide additional information as 
work progresses. Overall work on 
the bypass is expected to be com-
plete in late October, weather per-
mitting.

This work is part of a contract 
awarded E&B in February 2025. 
INDOT reminds drivers to slow 
down, use extra caution, and avoid 

distractions when traveling in 
and near work zones. All work is 

weather-dependent and schedules 
are subject to change.

From INDOT

Work expected on Ind. 39 bypass thru October

LITTLE POINT— The 
Indiana Department of 
Transportation announc-
es several short-term 
road closures on Ind. 42 
in Morgan County, locat-
ed west of Monrovia.

Beginning on or af-
ter Thursday, April 10, 
Ind. 42 will close several 
small stretches of road-
way between Simpson 
Road and County Road 

1100 W, located between 
Crown Center and Little 
Point. The purpose of the 
closures is to patch, re-
surface, and install struc-
tures in the area. The of-
ficial detour around the 
closure will be Ind. 42 to 
Ind. 39 to Ind. 142, back 
to Ind. 42.

Work is anticipated to 
be complete by mid-July 
but is weather-dependent 
and subject to change. 
INDOT encourages driv-

ers to seek an alternate 
route and use caution 

in and around all work 
zones.

From INDOT

Ind. 42 to see closures thru July

Sandra Kay Lawyer, 79, Camby
Joyce Ann Yoder, 86, Martins-

ville
Majorie Lucille Ross, 98, 

Paragon
Rhoda Claudine Lovewell, 87, 

Mooresville
William Donald Clark, 88, 

Mooresville
Evejean K. Hutton, 67, Mar-

tinsville
Elmer Lee Pollard, 89, Moores-

ville
Cena Elmerlene Sichting, 89, 

Mooresville
Leonard Udovich, 84, Martins-

ville

Virginia Kay Hughey, 68, 
Camby

Homer Bishop, 92, Martinsville
Victoria Jean Barnes, 77, 

Martinsville
Marilyn Rosenbaum, 88, 

Martinsville
Kevin Thorsten Toms, 48, 

Martinsville
Angela Dawn Woods, 53, 

Martinsville
Sherman Douglas Frazier, 73, 

Martinsville
Judith A. Cross, 80, Martinsville
William Charles Christensen, 

80, Camby

Death Notices
Morgan County Health Department
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If you have any information concerning a wanted person, please contact the Morgan  
County Sheriff’s Office at 765-342-5544. Never attempt to follow or contact any fugitive.  

Instead, immediately dial 911 or contact your local law enforcement agency.  
All suspects are presumed innocent until proven guilty in the court of law.

PRETRIAL VIOLATION 

DEVAN CRAIG
PROBATION VIOLATION 

CHAD MITCHELL
PROBATION VIOLATION 

BABATUNDE OSIWOGA

Government Meetings

April 3
The Mooresville Redevelop-
ment Commission will meet 
at 6 p.m. at the Government 
Center, 4 E. Harrison St. 

April 7
The Morgan County Drain-
age Board will meet at 8:30 
a.m. in the administration 
building, 180 S. Main St. in 
Martinsville.

The Mooresville Library 
Board will hold a meeting at 
9 a.m. in the Bonita C. Marley 
Community Room at the 
library, 220 W. Harrison St.

The Morgan County Board of 
Commissioners will meet at 
9:30 a.m. in the administra-
tion building, 180 S. Main St. 
in Martinsville.

The Morgan County Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the 
administration building, 180 
S. Main St. in Martinsville.

April 8
The Monrovia Plan Commis-
sion will meet at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Government Center, 60 S. 
Marley Way. 

The Morgan County Fair 
Board will meet at 7 p.m. in 
the 4-H Building at the fair-
grounds, 1749 Hospital Drive 
in Martinsville. 

April 9
The Morgan County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
board will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Morgan County Admin-
istration Building, 180 S. Main 
St. in Martinsville.

April 10
The Mooresville Plan 
Commission will meet at 
6:30 p.m. at the Government 
Center, 4 E. Harrison St.

April 14
The Martinsville Board of 
Works will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the council chambers at 
59 S. Jefferson St. 

The Monrovia Public Works 
Committee will meet at 6:30 
p.m. at the Government 
Center, 60 S. Marley Way. 

The Mooresville Parks and 
Recreation District will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. at the park 
office, 1101 Indianapolis Road.

The Morgan County Plan Com-
mission will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the administration building, 
180 S. Main St. in Martinsville.

The Martinsville City Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. in the 
council chambers at 59 S. 
Jefferson St. 

April 15
The Morgan County Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the 
administration building, 180 
S. Main St. in Martinsville.

The Mooresville Town Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Government Center, 4 E. 
Harrison St. 

April 16
The Harrison Township Fire 
District Board will meet at 
6 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall behind New Beginnings 
Community Church, 8657 
Waverly Road in Waverly, 
for its quarterly business 
meeting. 

April 17
The Mooresville Police Com-
mission will meet at 6 p.m. 
at the police station, 445 S. 
Indiana St.

The Metropolitan School 
District of Martinsville board 
will hold a regular meeting 
at 7 p.m. at the Central 
Education Center, 389 E. 
Jackson St. 

April 21
The Morgan County Com-
missioners will meet at 6:30 
p.m. in the administration 
building, 180 S. Main St. in 
Martinsville.

The Monrovia Board of 
Zoning Appeals will meet at 
6:30 p.m. at the Government 
Center, 60 S. Marley Way. 

April 22
The Monrovia Town Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Government Center, 60 S. 
Marley Way. 

April 24
The Morgan County Board of 
Health will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
at the County Administration 
Building, 180 S. Main St. in 
Martinsville. 

April 28
The Morgan County Public 
Library Board will meet at 6 
p.m. at the Main Branch, 110 
S. Jefferson St. in Martins-
ville.

The Martinsville Board of 
Works will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the council chambers at 
59 S. Jefferson St. 

The Morgan County Board of 
Zoning Appeals will meet at 
6:30 p.m. in the administra-
tion building, 180 S. Main St. 
in Martinsville. 

The Martinsville City Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. in the 
council chambers at 59 S. 
Jefferson St. 

May 1
The Mooresville Redevelop-
ment Commission will meet 
at 6 p.m. at the Government 
Center, 4 E. Harrison St. 

May 5
The Morgan County Drain-
age Board will meet at 8:30 
a.m. in the administration 
building, 180 S. Main St. in 
Martinsville.

The Mooresville Library 
Board will hold a meeting at 
9 a.m. in the Bonita C. Marley 
Community Room at the 
library, 220 W. Harrison St.

The Morgan County Board of 
Commissioners will meet at 
9:30 a.m. in the administra-
tion building, 180 S. Main St. 
in Martinsville.

The Morgan County Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the 
administration building, 180 
S. Main St. in Martinsville.

May 6
The Morgan County Native 
and Invasive Plant Partner-
ship will meet at 6 p.m. at 
the administration building, 
180 S. Main St. in Martins-
ville. 

The Mooresville Town Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Government Center, 4 E. 
Harrison St. 

May 12
The Monrovia Economic 
Development Commission 
will meet at 6 p.m. at the 
Government Center, 60 S. 
Marley Way.

The Monrovia Redevelopment 
Commission will meet at 
6:30 p.m. at the Government 
Center, 60 S. Marley Way. 

April 3
Community Lenten Lunch at St. 
Martin of Tours, Sexton Hall, 1720 
East Harrison St. in Martinsville 
lunch begins at 11:30 a.m., devo-
tional talk at 12:15 p.m., $5.00 per 
person. Hosted by First Christian. 
All are Welcome.

Morgan County GOP Elephant 
Wing Meet-up at Wings Etc, 285 
Grand Valley Blvd in Martinsville 
from 6 to 8 p.m. All are welcome, 
Dutch Treat.

Thursday Euchre at Martinsville 
Senior Center from 6 to 9 p.m. $3 
All are welcome.

April 4
Toddler Time at Morgan County 
Public Library, Main Branch 110 S. 
Jefferson St. in Martinsville, from 
10:30 to 11 a.m., every Friday for 
children 1 to 2 yrs with care-
givers, siblings outside the pro-
gram’s age range are welcome.

Friday Euchre at Martinsville 
Senior Center from 12:30 to 3:30 
p.m. $5 All are welcome

Music Bingo at Cedar Creek, 3820 
Leonard Road East of Martins-
ville, from 6:30 to 10 p.m.

Taps on the Square at southwest 
corner of the courthouse square 
in Martinsville at 6:50 p.m., pay-
ing tribute to all military service 
members and first responders 
who have passed.  

Karaoke Stars with Bobbi Delane 
at Hoosier Que/Foxcliff Golf Club, 
1970 E. Mapleturn Road north of 
Martinsville at 7 p.m

April 5
Early Explorers Expo at Old Town 
Waverly Park, 8425 Main St. Mar-
tinsville from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Free Activities and Giveaways for 
families and children of all ages. 
Sponsored by Morgan County 
Early Learning Coalition.

Maple Syrup Day at Bradford 
Woods, 5040 Ind 67 North, 
Martinsville from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Free pancake breakfast, silent 
auction, maple syrup and cinna-
mon rolls available for purchase. 
Visit the Syrup stations, see the 
syrup making process.

April 7
RSVP for MCLA Legacy of Leader-
ship First Session at Brickhouse 
on Main, 128 North Main St. 
Martinsville 4-11-2025 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.Includes lunch 
$60. 317-408-0455. Dr. Treg Hop-
kins, Strategic Decision Making in 
Complex Environments.

Pioneer Pathfinders walk at 
Pioneer Park, 1101 N Indianapolis 
Road in Mooresville 9 to 10 a.m., 
meet at shelter #2.

Storytime at Morgan County 
Public Library, Main Branch 110 S. 
Jefferson St. in Martinsville from 

10:30 to 11:15 a.m. every Monday 
for children 3 to 5 yrs siblings 
outside the program’s age range 
are welcome.

Free Hot Meal Monday’s at First 
Christian Church, 89 S. Main St. in 
Martinsville from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Everyone Welcome.

PAL Parents of Addicted Loved 
Ones at The Haven Youth Center, 
39 E. Jackson St. in Martinsville. 
Meets each Monday for educa-
tion and support, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
317-494-8794

Recovery Ministry at Mt. Gilead 
Church, 6019 E. State Road 144 in 
Mooresville, Monday evenings, 
snacks and fellowship at 6:30 
meeting from 7-8:30 p.m.

YA for Adults Book Club at 
Morgan County Public Library, 
Main Branch 110 S. Jefferson St. 
in Martinsville from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Read and discuss Young Adult 
literature, meets the first Monday 
of every month.

Young Life of Morgan County 
Launch Party at The Brickhouse, 
128 N. Main St in Martinsville. 
Live music and entertainment, $1 
Pizza. Inviting all High School stu-
dents in Morgan County. Parents 
are welcome too.

April 8
The Foxcliff Chess Club meets 
at Greeks Pizza, 10 E. Morgan 
St in Martinsville,  2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of the month from 6 
to 9 p.m. All ages welcome, from 
beginner to advanced. Contact 
foxcliffchess@gmail.com for 
more information.

Weekly live music at the Mar-
tinsville Senior Center, 1369 Blue 
Bluff Road, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Fun for the whole family.

Martinsville Photography Club 
at the Morgan County Public 
Library, Main Branch 110 S. Jeffer-
son St. in Martinsville from 7:00 
to 8:15 p.m. Share photos, learn, 
exchange ideas and talk about 
photography with other hobby 
photographers.

April 9
Preschool Storytime with Ms. 
Emma at Waverly Branch of 
Morgan County Public Library, 
9410 E State Road 144 from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. every Wednesday.

Martinsville Crime Watch 
meeting at Morgan County 
Public Library, Main Branch 110 
S. Jefferson St. from 6 to 7:45 
p.m. Speaker Major David Rogers, 
Morgan County Jail.

Indiana Spirit of ‘45 Battle Buddy 
and Spouse Support Group at 75 
East Washington St. in Martins-
ville at 6:30 p.m. All veterans and 
veteran spouses are welcome to 
attend.

Morgan County Democratic Party 
monthly meeting at Keller Hall, 
First Presbyterian Church, 240 E 
Washington St at 6:30 p.m.

April 10
Community Lenten Lunch at St. 
Martin of Tours, Sexton Hall, 1720 
East Harrison St. in Martinsville 
lunch begins at 11:30 a.m., 
devotional talk at 12:15 p.m., 
$5.00 per person. Hosted by First 
Methodist. All are Welcome.
Thursday Euchre at Martinsville 
Senior Center from 6 to 9 p.m. $3 
All are welcome.

Knit Night at Morgan County 
Public Library, Main Branch 110 S. 
Jefferson St. in Martinsville, from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. Bring your craft 
project to chat and craft together.

April 11
Toddler Time at Morgan County 
Public Library, Main Branch 110 S. 
Jefferson St. in Martinsville, from 
10:30 to 11 a.m., every Friday for 
children 1 to 2 yrs with care-
givers, siblings outside the pro-
gram’s age range are welcome.

Friday Euchre at Martinsville 
Senior Center from 12:30 to 3:30 
p.m. $5 All are welcome

Second Friday Open Studio and 
Open Mic night, Art Sanctuary, 
190 N. Sycamore St.in Mar-
tinsville, from 6 to 9 p.m. Tour 
working artists studios and enjoy 
local live music. 

Taps on the Square at southwest 
corner of the courthouse square 
in Martinsville at 6:50 p.m., pay-
ing tribute to all military service 
members and first responders 
who have passed.  

Karaoke Stars with Bobbi Delane 
at Hoosier Que/Foxcliff Golf Club, 
1970 E. Mapleturn Road north of 
Martinsville at 7 p.m

April 12
Register for Underwater Easter 
Egg Hunt at the YMCA of Morgan 
County, 2039 E. Morgan St. in 
Martinsville. The hunt is on April 
13 at various times by age. $5 per 
child, registration ends April 12th.

Morgan Co. Extension Homemak-
ers Scholarship Benefit Indoor Yard 
Sale at the Morgan Co. Fairgrounds, 
1749 Hospital Drive in Martinsville. 
8 a.m to 3 p.m., lunch available. 
Help raise funds for graduating 
Morgan Co. High School students.

Weed Wrangle at Burkhart Creek 
Park, N Duckworth Rd, Paragon, 
from 9 a.m. to Noon. Garlic 
Mustard pull, hosted by Morgan 
County Native and Invasive Plant 
Partnership.

Easter Egg Hunt at Morgan 
County Sheriff’s office 160 N 
Park Ave. in Martinsville at 10 
a.m. Bring a basket for collecting 
eggs. Ages 2-12, Crafts, Prizes and 
K-9 Demonstration.

The Bunny of Seville with the 
Indianapolis Opera at Morgan 
County Public Library, Main 
Branch 110 S. Jefferson St. in Mar-
tinsville, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

The Footsteps of Jesus pop 
up event at The Venue, 183 N 
Jefferson St. in Martinsville from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Information, 
free resources, teaching, prayer, 
testimonies.

Writer’s Group at Morgan County 
Public Library, Main Branch 110 S. 
Jefferson St. in Martinsville, from 
2 to 4 p.m.

April 14
Pioneer Pathfinders walk at 
Pioneer Park, 1101 N Indianapolis 
Road in Mooresville 9 to 10 a.m., 
meet at shelter #2.

Storytime at Morgan County 
Public Library, Main Branch 110 S. 
Jefferson St. in Martinsville from 
10:30 to 11:15 a.m. every Monday 
for children 3 to 5 yrs siblings 
outside the program’s age range 
are welcome.

Free Hot Meal Monday’s at First 
Christian Church, 89 S. Main St. in 
Martinsville from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Everyone Welcome.

PAL Parents of Addicted Loved 
Ones at The Haven Youth Center, 
39 E. Jackson St. in Martinsville. 
Meets each Monday for educa-
tion and support, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
317-494-8794

Recovery Ministry at Mt. Gilead 
Church, 6019 E. State Road 144 in 
Mooresville, Monday evenings, 
snacks and fellowship at 6:30 
meeting from 7-8:30 p.m.

Family Craft Night at Morgan 
County Public Library, Main 
Branch 110 S. Jefferson St. in 
Martinsville, from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. ages 5 and up, registration 
required.

April 15
Morgan County Schoolhouse 
Quilters Guild at First Church 
of the Nazarene, 1609 John R. 
Wooden Dr. in Martinsville. The 
3rd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. Visitors 
are welcome. Please use the 
entrance facing the High School 
Football Field.

Weekly live music at the Mar-
tinsville Senior Center, 1369 Blue 
Bluff Road, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Fun for the whole family.

April 16
Preschool Storytime with Ms. 
Emma at Waverly Branch of 
Morgan County Public Library, 
9410 E State Road 144 from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. every Wednesday.

Morgan County Democratic 
Women led Group monthly meet-
ing at Keller Hall, First Presbyteri-
an Church, 240 E Washington St 
at 6:30 p.m.

Calendar of Events

MOORESVILLE — The Moores-
ville High School Alumni Association 
will hold its 59th Alumni Banquet at 
6 p.m. on Saturday, April 12, in the 
MHS cafeteria.

The afternoon includes several ac-
tivities for alumni as well as members 
of the public, including an open house 
at the Academy Building museum on 
the Newby campus from 2:30 to 3:30 
p.m. From 4 to 6 p.m., MHS will be 
open for tours of the school, Alumni 
Room, Heritage Hall, Pioneer Pavil-
ion and more.

The MHS Open House will begin 
with a 4 p.m. dedication of the new 
MHS Alumni Veterans Wall, which 
will honor all alumni who went on 
WR� VHUYH� RXU� FRXQWU\�� 7KH� ¿UVW� ���
stars from veteran alumni, many who 
served during WWII and all who 
PDGH� WKH� XOWLPDWH� VDFUL¿FH�� ZLOO� EH�
SDUW� RI� WKH� ¿UVW� ³FODVV´� RI� KRQRUHG�
alumni.

The banquet will in-
clude tribute to the 
50TH Reunion Class 
of ’75, recognition 
of anniversary class 
groups, the presenta-
tion of a $5,000 Alum-
ni Scholarship for the 
child or grandchild 
of an MHS alum-
nus, and the evening 
will conclude with the pre-
sentation of Wall of Success and 

Distinguished Alumnus 
honorees.

Attendees should 
enter MHS through 
Door 30 behind the 

school.  
Additional infor-

mation and Alumni 
RSVP information is 
available at Moores 
v i l l eSchoo l s . o rg /

Alumni or Facebook.com/
MooresvilleAlumni.

From Susan Haynes
Mooresville Schools

Mooresville alumni banquet coming April 12

The MHS Alumni Veterans Wall will be dedicated April 12 as part of the alumni activi-
ties leading up to the evening’s banquet. (Courtesy photo) 

MOORESVILLE — 
Franciscan Health, in con-
junction with Life Pointe 
Church of the Nazarene, 
will be 
hosting a 
class enti-
WOHG� ³&RRN-
LQJ� 0DWWHUV´�
on Thursday, April 
10, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
at Life Pointe Church of 
the Nazarene, 825 N. Indi-
ana St. in Mooresville.

The class highlights 

healthy food swaps, tips 
for budget-friendly gro-
cery shopping, proper 
cooking techniques, gener-
al nutrition tips and more.

Participants will pre-
pare and taste a new recipe 

made with 
healthy in-
gredients.

Families 
are encouraged to 

attend this free event 
together.

To register, contact 
Kelli Webb at KWebb@
ChurchesInMission.org or 
call 317-220-2627.

From Tony Veneziano
Franciscan Health

‘Cooking Matters’ 
class on April 10

• Morgantown (2nd Monday each 
month at the firehouse, 269 N. 
Highland St.

• Paragon (1st Monday each 
month at 7 p.m. at the town hall, 
300 N. Main St.)

• Brooklyn (2nd Tuesday each 
month at 6 p.m. at Brooklyn Kids 
Park, 3277 E. Centenary Road)

• Bethany (4th Thursday each 
month at 7 p.m. at town hall, 7355 
Bethany Park)
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SD\�LW�DLQ¶W�VR��+DV�VSULQJ�¿QDOO\�
sprung? A resounding yes, as 
WKH�GD൵RGLOV�DERXQG��

,�ORYH�GD൵RGLOV��1RW�RQO\�DUH�WKH\�
WKH�¿UVW�WR�XVKHU�LQ�WKH�QHZ�\HDU�RI�
OXVK�JUHHQHU\��EXW�WKH\¶UH�D�KDUG\�
VRUW��
,�ORYH�0DJQROLD�WUHHV��WRR��DQG�

WKLV�\HDU��ZH¶YH�EHHQ�WUHDWHG�WR�
JRUJHRXV�H[SORVLRQV�RI�ZKLWH��
SLQN�DQG�PDJHQWD�DW�HYHU\�WXUQ��
$QG�HYHQ�EHWWHU��WKH\¶YH�EHHQ�
KDQJLQJ�DURXQG�IRU�GD\V�RQ�HQG��
2IWHQWLPHV��WKH\�EORRP�MXVW�
EHIRUH�DQRWKHU�KDUG�IURVW��OHDYLQJ�
WKH�ÀRZHUV�EURZQ�DQG�ZLWKHUHG��
$QG�RI�FRXUVH��0RQGD\�QLJKW¶V�
VXE�IUHH]LQJ�WHPSHUDWXUHV�EURXJKW�
WKHLU�GLVSOD\�WR�DQ�XQWLPHO\�HQG�
%XW�GD൵RGLOV��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��

DUH�PDGH�WR�ZLWKVWDQG�DERXW�DQ\�
WKLQJ�0RWKHU�1DWXUH�FDQ�WKURZ�DW�
them — and in Indiana in spring, 
WKDW�FDQ�UDQJH�IURP�VZHOWHULQJ�KHDW�
WR�D�IUHH]LQJ�LFH�VWRUP��
7KH�RWKHU�EHDXW\�RI�GD൵RGLOV�LV�

WKDW�WKH\�FRPH�LQ�VR�PDQ\�GL൵HUHQW�
YDULHWLHV��ZLWK�RQH�IRU�HYHU\�OLNLQJ��
,¶P�SDUWLDO�WR�WKH�ZKLWH�SHWDOV�ZLWK�
WKH�GHHS�SHDFK�FRURQD��:H�KDYH�
VRPH�ZLWK�OLJKW�SHDFK�DW�RXU�KRXVH�
²�DORQJ�ZLWK�DERXW�D�GR]HQ�RWKHU�
YDULDWLRQV�²�EXW�,�OLNH�WKH�GDUNHU�RI�
WKH�WZR��
'DG�XVHG�WR�PDNH�(DVWHU�FRU�

VDJHV�RXW�RI�GD൵RGLOV�IRU�0RP��DV�
ZHOO�DV�DQ�ROG�ODG\�DW�FKXUFK�ZKR�
ZDV�D�ORQJWLPH�PLVVLRQDU\�DQG�
QHYHU�PDUULHG�
7KH\�DUH��LQGHHG��WKH�¿UVW�VLJQV�

RI�VSULQJ�DQG�DQ�DSW�V\PERO�RI�
UHVXUUHFWLRQ��
%\�WKH�WLPH�WKLV�KLWV�QHZVVWDQGV�

DQG�PDLOER[HV��WKH�UHGEXGV�ZLOO�
EH�QHDULQJ�WKHLU�EORRP��7KH\�ZLOO�
XVKHU�LQ�H[SORVLRQV�RI�SLQN�LQ�
PRVW�HYHU\�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�FRXQW\��,�
LPDJLQH��
,�SHUVRQDOO\�KDYH�D�ORYH�KDWH�

UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�UHGEXGV��)RU�
RQH�ZHHN�D�\HDU��WKH\¶UH�P\�

IDYRULWH��IROORZHG�E\����ZHHNV�RI�
DUFK�QHPHVLV�VWDWXV��7KH\�JURZ�
OLNH�ZHHGV��DQG�DUH�KDUG�WR�NLOO��%XW�
WKHLU�OHDYHV�DUH�VKDSHG�OLNH�KHDUWV��
so my daughters adore them … 
ZKDW¶UH�\RX�JRQQD�GR"�
/DVW�ZHHNHQG�GLG�EULQJ�DQRWKHU�

RI�VSULQJ¶V�DQQXDO�DUULYDOV�²�WKH�
WKXQGHUVWRUPV��:HDWKHU�SHRSOH�ORYH�
WR�K\SH�D�SRWHQWLDO�VWRUP�²�DQG�QR�
GRXEW��ZH¶YH�VHHQ�RXU�IDLU�VKDUH�RI�
WRUQDGRHV��VR�EHWWHU�VDIH�WKDQ�VRUU\��,�
VXSSRVH�²�EXW�PDQ\�WLPHV��LW�EULQJV�
OLWWOH�PRUH�WKDQ�D�VWURQJ�ZLQG��UDLQ��
OLJKWQLQJ�ÀDVKHV�DQG�UROOLQJ�WKXQGHU��
0\�DEVROXWH�IDYRULWH�²�VKHOWHULQJ�LQ�
SODFH�QRW�UHTXLUHG��DQG�FRYHUHG�IURQW�
SRUFK�SUHIHUUHG��
7KHUH¶V�QRWKLQJ�OLNH�D�VWURQJ�GLV�

SOD\�RI�0RWKHU�1DWXUH�WR�UHPLQG�
XV�RI�RXU�WUXH�ORW�LQ�OLIH�²�WLQ\�DQWV�
RQ�DQ�DQWKLOO��
2Q�6DWXUGD\�DIWHUQRRQ��,�VSHQW�

D�OLWWOH�WLPH�DW�D�EXGG\¶V�KRXVH�
KHOSLQJ�GURS�D�WURXEOHVRPH�WUHH�
WKDW�ZDV�OHDQLQJ�WRZDUG�KLV�FKLFNHQ�
FRRS��7KH�ZLQG�ZDV�EORZLQJ�LQ�WKH�
ULJKW�GLUHFWLRQ��VR�¿JXUHG�ZH¶G�WDNH�
DGYDQWDJH��%HWZHHQ�WKH�ZLQG�DQG�
D�ZHGJH��ZH�FDPH�RXW�XQVFDWKHG�
²�DV�GLG�WKH�FKLFNHQ�FRRS�²�GH�
VSLWH�WKH�KDQG�ZULQJLQJ�RI�QHDUE\�
REVHUYHUV��
%XW�WKDW¶V�P\�IDYRULWH�SDUW�RI�

VSULQJ�²�GRLQJ�VWX൵�RXWVLGH��,�OLNH�
DFFRPSOLVKLQJ�WDVNV�DQG�PDNLQJ�

WKH�KRXVH�D�KRPHVWHDG��
0RP�JUHZ�XS�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F�

1RUWKZHVW��ZKHUH�IRXU�VHDVRQV�
ZHUH�QRW�D�WKLQJ��0D\EH�WZR�VHD�
VRQV��DW�EHVW�²�ZDUP�DQG�UDLQ\��RU�
FROG�DQG�UDLQ\��:KHQ�'DG�GUDJJHG�
KHU�EDFN�KHUH�WR�WKH�0LGZHVW��ZHOO��
WKH�IRXU�VHDVRQV�TXLFNO\�JUHZ�RQ�
KHU��DQG�VKH¶V�QRZ�DQ�DGRULQJ�IDQ��
2I�FRXUVH��,�JUHZ�XS�KHUH��VR�WKDW¶V�

DOO�,�NQRZ��%XW�DV�,¶YH�JRWWHQ�ROGHU��
P\�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�IRU�HDFK�VHDVRQ¶V�
XQLTXH�FRQWULEXWLRQ�RQO\�JURZV��
,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�D�IDYRULWH��QHFHVVDU�

LO\��EXW�,�DP�SDUWLDO�WR�WKH�WUDQVL�
WLRQV�IURP�RQH�WR�WKH�QH[W��$QG�
VSULQJ�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW��IROORZLQJ�
D�FROG�DQG�GUHDU\�ZLQWHU�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
EURZQV�DQG�JUD\V��
$OO�WKH�FOLFKpV�KROG�WUXH�²�

UHELUWK��UHQHZDO��UHMXYHQDWLRQ��7KH�
HDUWK�UHDZDNHQV��DQG�LQ�0RUJDQ�
&RXQW\��WKDW�PHDQV�OXVK�JUHHQHU\�
RI�HYHU\�VKDGH��
%\�PLG�VXPPHU��,¶P�EHDWLQJ�

EDFN�WKH�MXQJOH��EXW�VSULQJ�HDVHV�
WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�ZLWK�D�UROOLQJ�EORRP�
DV�HDFK�SODQW��VKUXE�DQG�WUHH�EXGV�
LQ�LWV�RZQ�WLPH�²�ZLWK�ZDOQXWV�
EULQJLQJ�XS�WKH�FDERRVH��
6RRQ�HQRXJK��ZH¶OO�DOO�EH�

VZHOWHULQJ��VR�JHW�RXW�DQG�HQMR\�
WKH�WHPSHUDWH�GD\V�DV�WKH\�JURZ�
LQ�IUHTXHQF\��DQG�HQMR\�WKH�FRRO��
RYHUFDVW�GD\V��WRR��
$OO�RI�WKHP�DUH�D�UHFLSH�IRU�

DQRWKHU�RI�VSULQJ¶V�VDFUHG�WUHDVXUHV�
²�WKRVH�JROGHQ�VSLUHV�RI�VXFFX�
OHQFH��$UJXDEO\�WKH�EHVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�
VHDVRQ�IRU�PDQ\��
,�FRXOG�ZULWH�DQ�HQWLUH�FROXPQ�

RQ�WKDW�WRSLF��EXW�RI�FRXUVH��WUDGH�
VHFUHWV�WLH�P\�WRQJXH��
$QRWKHU�VXUH�VLJQ�RI�VSULQJ�LQ�

WKH�+RRVLHU�6WDWH�

Editor Stephen Crane is a hus-
band, father and Morgan County 
native. Contact him at 765-201-
0010 or at scrane@morgancoun 
tycorrespondent.com. 

DR�\RX�UHDOL]H�WKDW�ZH�DUH�
QRZ�RQH�IRXUWK�RI�WKH�ZD\�
WKURXJK�����"�

6SULQJ�KDV�DUULYHG��ZDUP�
ZHDWKHU�ZLOO�EH�KHUH�VRRQ��DQG�,¶P�
ZRQGHULQJ�LI�ZHDULQJ�FRPSUHVVLRQ�
VRFNV�²�D�VWDSOH�RI�P\�ZDUGUREH�
²�ZLWK�P\�%HUPXGD�VKRUWV�ZLOO�EH�
FRQVLGHUHG�D�IDVKLRQ�IDX[�SDV�
&RPSUHVVLRQ�VRFNV�DUULYHG�LQ�

RXU�KRPH�DV�,�KDYH�JRWWHQ�ROGHU��
(YHQ�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�VXFK�D�WKLQJ�
ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�HQWHUHG�P\�PLQG�
���\HDUV�DJR�LQ�WKH�\HDU�������
ZKHQ�,�IRXQG�P\VHOI�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�
���VWDQGLQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�PDJD�
]LQH�UDFN�DW�:DONHU¶V�'UXJ�6WRUH�LQ�
/RRJRRWHH�
7KHUH�ZDV�D�QHZ�HQWU\�²�D�

PDJD]LQH�ZKRVH�QDPH�,�KDYH�
IRUJRWWHQ��3HUKDSV�LW�ZDV�³3RSXODU´�
VRPHWKLQJ�RU�RWKHU��RU�LW�FRXOG�
KDYH�EHHQ�VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWK�³6FL�
HQFH´�LQ�WKH�WLWOH�
1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�WKH�QDPH��LW�ZDV�

WKH�SLFWXUH�EHQHDWK�WKH�WLWOH�WKDW�
FDXJKW�P\�H\H�²�D�UHQGHULQJ�RI�DQ�
DOLHQ�ORRNLQJ�SHUVRQ�RFFXS\LQJ�WKH�
ZKROH�IURQW�FRYHU��7KH�KHDG�FRP�
SULVHG�DW�OHDVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�OLIH�IRUP��
7KHUH�ZDV�QR�KDLU�RQ�WKLV�JLJDQWLF�
KHDG��QR�ORQJ�ORFNV��QR�H\HEURZV��
QRWKLQJ�WR�HYHQ�JLYH�D�FOXH�DV�WR�
WKH�JHQGHU�RI�ZKDWHYHU�WKLV�WKLQJ�
ZDV��DQG�WKH�ERG\�²�D�VFUDZQ\��
DOPRVW�VWLFN�OLNH�¿JXUH�²�R൵HUHG�
QR�DQVZHU�HLWKHU��
7KH�DUPV�DQG�OHJV�VX൵HUHG�IURP�

VRPH�VRUW�RI�DUUHVWHG�GHYHORSPHQW��
7KH�H\HV�ZHUH�PXFK�ELJJHU�WKDQ�
QRUPDO�ZKLOH�WKH�PRXWK�ZDV�RQO\�
D�WLQ\�VODVK�DFURVV�WKH�ORZHU�UHJLRQ�
RI�WKH�IDFH��7KH�QRVH��VWUDQJHO\�
HQRXJK��DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�WKH�ULJKW�
VL]H��%XW�LW�ZDV�WKH�IRUHKHDG�WKDW�
GRPLQDWHG�WKH�FDULFDWXUH��
0\�*RG��WKH�IRUHKHDG�ZDV�

HQRUPRXV��,Q�IDFW��WKH�VNLQQ\�QHFN�
FRXOG�QRW�VXSSRUW�WKLV�RYHUVL]H�
VSKHUH��VR�LW�ZDV�SURSSHG�XS�E\�D�
SLOORZ�
8QGHU�WKH�SLFWXUH�ZDV�D�FDSWLRQ�

WKDW�UHDG�³(YROXWLRQ�DW�ZRUN�´�,�
VDW�P\�FKHUU\�SKRVSKDWH�GRZQ�DQG�
ÀLSSHG�WKURXJK�WKH�SDJHV�ORRNLQJ�
IRU�WKH�VWRU\��$�UHVHDUFKHU�ZLWK�LP�
SHFFDEOH�FUHGHQWLDOV�KDG�DUULYHG�DW�
WKLV�SLFWXUH�DIWHU�VWXG\LQJ�ZKDW�WKH�
XVH�RI�����V�³PRGHUQ�FRQYHQLHQF�
HV´�ZRXOG�GR�WR�RXU�ERGLHV�RYHU�D�
ORQJ�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��+LV�UHVHDUFK�
KDG�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�E\�WKH�\HDU�������
WKLV�ELJKHDGHG�SHUVRQ�ZDV�D�FORVH�
DSSUR[LPDWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�
DOO�ORRN�OLNH�
7KH�EDOG�KHDGV�ZRXOG�FRPH�

DERXW��KH�IHOW��EHFDXVH�KDYLQJ�
FHQWUDO�KHDW�ZRXOG�FDXVH�DOO�RXU�
KDLU�IROOLFOHV�WR�GU\�XS�DQG�EORZ�
DZD\�EHFDXVH�ZH�ZRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�
QHHG�KDLU�WR�NHHS�ZDUP��7KH�H\HV�
ZRXOG�QHHG�WR�JURZ�ODUJHU�WR�
DFFRPPRGDWH�WKH�ZDWFKLQJ�RI�WKH�
QHZ�WHOHYLVLRQ�PHGLXP�RQ�WKRVH�

WLQ\�OLWWOH�VFUHHQV��$OO�RXU�QXWULWLRQ�
ZRXOG�DUULYH�RQFH�D�GD\�LQ�FDSVXOH�
IRUP��6R�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�QR�QHHG�
IRU�WHHWK��DQG�D�ELJ�PRXWK�ZRXOG�
VHUYH�QR�SXUSRVH�VLQFH�'DJZRRG�
VDQGZLFKHV�ZRXOG�EH�SDVVp��
0DFKLQHV�ZRXOG�GR�DOO�RXU�ZRUN�

IRU�XV��DQG�RXU�PXVFOHV�ZRXOG�JR�
WKH�ZD\�RI�WKH�'RGR�ELUG��UHVXOWLQJ�
LQ�D�ZRUOG�IXOO�RI����SRXQG�ZHDN�
OLQJV��6LQFH�ZH�ZRXOG�GR�RQO\�
PHQWDO�ZRUN��RXU�FHUHEUDO�FDSD�
ELOLWLHV�ZRXOG�H[SDQG��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�
WKH�QHHG�IRU�D�PXFK�ODUJHU�FUDQLXP�
WR�KROG�WKH�RYHU�GHYHORSHG�EUDLQ��
7KDW�H[SODLQHG�WKH�VNL�VORSH�VL]HG�
IRUHKHDG�
,W�ZDV�SUHWW\�VFDU\�VWX൵�IRU�DQ�

LPSUHVVLRQDEOH�\RXQJ�PDQ�VXFK�DV�
P\VHOI��(YHQ�WKRXJK�DW�WKH�WLPH��
WKH�\HDU������ZDV����\HDUV�DZD\��
QHHGOHVV�WR�VD\��,�JRW�QR�VOHHS�WKDW�
QLJKW��,�KDG�QR�GHVLUH�WR�MRLQ�D�
OHJLRQ�RI�ELJKHDGHG�SHRSOH��,�ZDV�
WRR�EXV\�WU\LQJ�WR�ORRN�OLNH�(OYLV�
<HDUV�SDVVHG�DQG�,�IRUJRW�DOO�

DERXW�WKH�ELJKHDGHG�SHRSOH��%XW�
WKHQ�RQH�GD\��,�IRXQG�P\VHOI�LQ�D�
PHQ¶V�UHVWURRP�ZKHUH�,�KDG�ZDQ�
GHUHG�WR�GR�P\�EXVLQHVV�ZKHQ�D�
VPDOO�VLJQ�DERYH�WKH�XULQDO�VWRSSHG�
PH�LQ�P\�WUDFNV��³+DQGV�)UHH�
2SHUDWLRQ�´�LW�UHDG��
1RZ�ZKDW�LQ�WKH�6DP�+LOO�GRHV�

WKDW�PHDQ��,�ZRQGHUHG"�$�OLWWOH�UHG�
OLJKW�RQ�WKH�ZDOO�VWDUWHG�EOLQNLQJ�
DW�PH��DQG�DOO�VRUWV�RI�SRVVLELOLWLHV��
LQFOXGLQJ�VXFK�WKLQJV�DV�OLWWOH�URERW�
DUPV��ZHQW�UXQQLQJ�WKURXJK�P\�
PLQG�
,�VWRRG�WKHUH�GHEDWLQJ�DERXW�

ZKDW�WR�GR��JLUGLQJ�P\�ORLQV��VR�WR�
VSHDN��1RWKLQJ�YHQWXUHG��QRWKLQJ�
JDLQHG��,�WROG�P\VHOI��,�VWHSSHG�XS�
WR�WKH�XULQDO��WKH�OLWWOH�UHG�OLJKW�EH�
JDQ�EOLQNLQJ�IDVWHU�DQG�,�FORVHG�P\�
H\HV��QRW�ZDQWLQJ�WR�VHH�WKRVH�OLWWOH�
URERW�KDQGV�FRPLQJ�DW�PH��1RW�
D�JRRG�LGHD�DV�LW�WXUQHG�RXW��<RX�
UHDOO\�VKRXOG�NHHS�\RXU�H\HV�RSHQ�
LQ�WKRVH�VLWXDWLRQV��$V�,�ZDONHG�RXW�
RI�WKH�UHVWURRP��,�UHFDOOHG�WKH�VWRU\�
RI�ELJKHDGHG�SHRSOH��0D\EH�WKLV�
³KDQGV�IUHH´�EXVLQHVV�ZDV�ZKHUH�
ZH�ZHUH�KHDGLQJ�
5HFHQWO\�DW�WKH�ELJ�ER[�VWRUH��,�

ZDONHG�E\�D�GLVSOD\�RI�ZKLUULQJ�
URERW�YDFXXP�FOHDQHUV�VFXUU\LQJ�

DURXQG�D�IHQFHG�R൵�DUHD��2QFH�
DJDLQ��,�UHPHPEHUHG�WKDW�ORQJ�DJR�
ELJKHDGHG�SHUVRQ�RQ�WKH�FRYHU�RI�
WKDW�PDJD]LQH�LQ�:DONHU¶V�'UXJ�
6WRUH��
+HUH�ZH�DUH�����\HDUV�ODWHU��DQG�

DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKDW�PDJD]LQH��ZH�
VKRXOG�DOO�EH�UHVHPEOLQJ�VRPH�
UHIXJHH�IURP�D�6WDU�:DUV�IDQ�FOXE�
FRQYHQWLRQ�E\�QRZ��%XW�LQ�UHDOLW\��
ZH�KDYHQ¶W�FKDQJHG�PXFK�VLQFH�
WKH�����¶V�
,�VWLOO�KDYH�P\�KDLU��PRVW�RI�LW�

DQ\ZD\��0\�H\HV�DUH�WKH�VDPH�VL]H�
WKH\�ZHUH�ZKHQ�,�¿UVW�UHDG�WKDW�
VWRU\�EHFDXVH�WKDW�WLQ\�79�VFUHHQ�
KDV�JURZQ�WR�EH�WKH�VL]H�RI�D�FLW\�
EXV��,W¶V�DOVR�VDIH�WR�VD\�WKDW�ZH¶UH�
QRW�UXQQLQJ�DURXQG�ZLWK�ELJ�KHDGV�
FUDPPHG�IXOO�RI�LQWHOOLJHQFH��7KDW�
QHYHU�KDSSHQHG��DQG�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�
RI�GD\WLPH�WHOHYLVLRQ�ZDV�HQRXJK�
WR�FRQYLQFH�PH�LW�QHYHU�ZLOO��7KDW�
EHLQJ�VDLG��WKH�ZULWHU�KDG�QR�LGHD�
WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�RQH�GD\�KDYH�SRFN�
HW�VL]HG�ER[HV�WKDW�ZRXOG�QRW�RQO\�
FDSWXUH�LPDJHV�EXW�ZRXOG�DOVR�
SURYLGH�HDV\�DFFHVV�WR�PRVW�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG¶V�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�D�JRRG�SDUW�
RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�LGLRF\�DV�ZHOO�
,�JXHVV�\RX�FRXOG�VD\�WKDW�DOO�

WKRVH�WHHQDJH�\HDUV�ZKHQ�,�VWRRG�
LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�EDWKURRP�PLUURU�
PHDVXULQJ�P\�IRUHKHDG�ZHUH�D�
ZDVWH�RI�WLPH�

*RUGRQ�*ULQGVWDৼ�LV�D�UHWLUHG�
octogenarian residing in Central 
Indiana near Susie, his wife of 
60 years. He’s an avid garden-
er, self-proclaimed humorist, 
observer of the human condition 
and former traveling man. He 
also served as the longtime care-
giver for Susie, who is living with 
vascular dementia. All of these 
traits provide a wide range of 
fodder for his writings. Gordon 
can be reached at gordongrind 
VWDৼ#\DKRR�FRP�

G2
GORDON GRINDSTAFF

COMIC

Is it really happening? 

Bigheaded predictions

2Q�$SULO�����WKH�0DUWLQVYLOOH�&LW\�&RXQFLO�ZLOO�PHHW�DQG�GLVFXVV�WZR�
RSWLRQV�IRU�FLW\�KDOO��$�SUHYLRXV�ZRUNVKRS�DQG�FRXQFLO�PHHWLQJ�KDYH�
GHWHUPLQHG�WKH�WZR�RSWLRQV�²�EXLOG�D�QHZ�RQH�RU�UHPRGHO�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�
EXLOGLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�DGGLWLRQ��
$W�WKH�ZRUNVKRS��VHYHUDO�ORFDO�FRQWUDFWRUV�DQG�FLWL]HQV�VSRNH�RI�

WKH�QRVWDOJLF��KLVWRULF�DQG�PRQHWDU\�YDOXH�RI�UHPRGHOLQJ�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�
EXLOGLQJ��$W�WKH�FRXQFLO�PHHWLQJ�RQ�-DQ������WKH�FRXQFLO�VHHPHG�WR�
OLNH�WKH�QHZ�EXLOG�RSWLRQ�ZKLOH�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�OHDQHG�WRZDUG�WKH�
UHPRGHOLQJ�RSWLRQ��
%XW�WKH�ELJJHVW�TXHVWLRQ�LV�²�ZKDW�GR�FLWL]HQV�IHHO�DERXW�WKH�WZR�

options? 
1H[W�TXHVWLRQ�²�ZKDW�LV�PRVW�FRVW�H൵HFWLYH�DQG�H൶FLHQW�RSWLRQ"�

&RVW�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�WKH�RQO\�IDFWRU��EXW�LW�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�PDMRU�RQH��
7KH�GL൵HUHQFH�LQ�FRVWV�RI�D�QHZ�EXLOGLQJ�YHUVXV�UHPRGHOLQJ�WKH�H[�

LVWLQJ�EXLOGLQJ�LV������PLOOLRQ��3OXV��LW�LV�QRW�RQO\�WKH�GL൵HUHQFH�LQ�WKH�
FRVW�RI�WKH�RSWLRQV�EXW�DOVR�WKH�DGGLWLRQDO�FRVW�RI�WKH�ERQGV��
8VHDEOH�VTXDUH�IRRWDJH�LQ�HDFK�RSWLRQ��PHDQZKLOH��LV�VLPLODU��

+RSHIXOO\��RQ�WKH���WK��WKH�FRVWV�SHU�VTXDUH�IRRW�IRU�HDFK�RSWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�
GLVFXVVHG��
$OVR��DV�WKH�FRVWV�DUH�HYDOXDWHG��WKH�IDFW�WKDW�RXU�VWDWH�JRYHUQPHQW�

ZLOO�EH�UHGXFLQJ�SURSHUW\�WD[�VKRXOG�EH�D�FRQFHUQ�LQ�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�
:KLOH�EXLOGLQJ�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�VRXQGV�IRUZDUG�WKLQNLQJ��WKH�SRSXOD�

WLRQ�JURZWK�RI�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV�UHYHDOV�WKDW�0DUWLQVYLOOH�KDV�JURZQ�
YHU\�OLWWOH�²�����SHUFHQW��6LQFH�,����ZDV�¿QLVKHG��WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�KDV�
EHHQ�UHODWLYHO\�ÀDW��+RZ�0DUWLQVYLOOH�JURZV�LV�\HW�WR�EH�GHWHUPLQHG�
7KH�ERWWRP�OLQH�LV�WKH������FLW\�KDOO�EXLOGLQJ�LV�D�KLVWRULF�ODQGPDUN�

WKDW�VWLOO�ORRNV�JRRG�DQG�LV�ZRUWK�VDYLQJ�IRU�GHFDGHV�WR�FRPH��,W�PDNHV�
QR�VHQVH�WR�EXLOG�QHZ��VSHQG�WKH�H[WUD�PRQH\��DQG�RQO\�JDLQ�D�QHZ�
EXLOGLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�DPRXQW�RI�VSDFH��
,I�WKH�IXWXUH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQFUHDVHV�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�DQG�PRUH�VSDFH�LV�

QHHGHG�IRU�FLW\�EXVLQHVV��WKH�EXLOGLQJ�FDQ�EH�DGGHG�RQWR�DJDLQ��,W�KDV�
VROLG�ERQHV��
+RZHYHU��RQFH�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�LV�JRQH��LW¶V�JRQH��
3OHDVH��OHW�\RXU�YRLFH�EH�KHDUG��$WWHQG�WKH�PHHWLQJ�V���RU�FDOO�\RXU�

FRXQFLO�PHPEHU��QXPEHUV�DUH�RQ�WKH�FLW\�ZHEVLWH���
/HW�WKHP�NQRZ�\RX�ZDQW�WR�VDYH�FLW\�KDOO�

Jim Burkhart
Martinsville

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Let your voices be  
heard: Save city hall

The Tight Wire
STEPHEN CRANE

A ‘hands free operation’ urinal isn’t 
quite the predicted future of 75 years 
ago, but still a bit confounding. (Gor-
don Grindstaff courtesy photo)

7XQH�LQWR�DQ\�RI�WKH�ORFDO�79�QHZV�EURDGFDVWV�RQ�DQ\�JLYHQ�GD\�DQG�
\RX�ZLOO�LQYDULDEO\�KHDU�WKH�ZRUG�³JXQ�YLROHQFH´�LQ�HYHU\�RQH��$OO�RI�
WKH�ORFDO�QHZV�RXWOHWV�DUH�FRQVXPHG�ZLWK�DGYDQFLQJ�WKDW�QDUUDWLYH�DQG�
SDLQWLQJ�DOO�JXQ�RZQHUV�DV�SDUW�RI�,QG\¶V�YLROHQFH�SUREOHP��
,�KDYH�UHSHDWHGO\�SURWHVWHG�ORFDO�79�RXWOHWV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKHLU�LQWHQ�

WLRQDO�PLVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LVVXH��DQG�WKH\�DOO�EOHZ�LW�R൵��'HVSLWH�
WKHVH�H൵RUWV��HYHU\�RQFH�LQ�D�ZKLOH��WKH�WUXWK�VKLQHV�WKURXJK��
,QGLDQDSROLV�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�D�JXQ�YLROHQFH�SUREOHP�²�LW�KDV�D�JDQJ�

SUREOHP��
-XVW�WKLV�ZHHN�)R[����IHDWXUHG�D�VWRU\�DERXW�WZR�MXYHQLOH�VXVSHFWV�

FKDUJHG�ZLWK�JDQJ�DFWLYLW\��
:KDW�SUHFLVHO\�ZDV�WKDW�³DFWLYLW\"´�7KH\�ZHUH�PHPEHUV�RI�685����

DQG�RSHQO\�VHOOLQJ�LOOHJDO�ZHDSRQV�DQG�GUXJV�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��7KH\�
ZHUH�DOVR�RSHQO\�GLVSOD\LQJ�SKRWRV�RI�WKRVH�ZHDSRQV�LQ�DQ�H൵RUW�WR�
LQWLPLGDWH�FRPSHWLQJ�JDQJ�PHPEHUV��2K��DQG�WKH\��DORQJ�ZLWK�IHOORZ�
JDQJ�PHPEHUV��ZHUH�VXVSHFWHG�RI�³PXOWLSOH�UDQGRP�JXQ¿UH�LQFLGHQWV´�
DURXQG�WRZQ��
6R�KRZ�H[DFWO\�GRHV�REYLRXV�DFWLYLW\�RFFXUULQJ�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��

ULJKW�XQGHU�WKH�PHGLD¶V�QRVHV��HQG�XS�EHLQJ�ODEHOHG�³JXQ�YLROHQFH�´�LI�
QRW�LQWHQWLRQDOO\"�
,W¶V�IDVFLQDWLQJ�WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH�ORFDO�PHGLD�UHSRUWV�RQ�³UDQGRP�JXQ¿UH�

LQFLGHQWV�´�WKH\�QHYHU�UHIHU�WR�LW�DV�EHLQJ�³JDQJ�UHODWHG�´�,QVWHDG��WKH\�
UHIHU�WR�LW�DV�H[DPSOHV�RI�³JXQ�YLROHQFH�´�
:K\�LV�WKDW"�&RXOG�LW�EH�EHFDXVH�,QGLDQDSROLV�LV��¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW��

D�WRXULVW�WRZQ�DQG�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�EDG�IRU�EXVLQHVV"�
$�GD\�DIWHU�UHDOLW\�IRUFHG�)R[����WR�UHSRUW�JDQJ�YLROHQFH�DV�DFWXDOO\�

EHLQJ�JDQJ�YLROHQFH��:7+5�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�VOLJKW�RI�KDQG��7KH\�
GHFHSWLYHO\�UDQ�WKH�KHDGOLQH��³-XYHQLOH�LQMXUHG�LQ�IDU�HDVW�,QGLDQDSROLV�
VKRRWLQJ�´�OHDYLQJ�UHDGHUV�WR�ZRQGHU��ZDV�LW�DQ�DFFLGHQW��RU�SHUKDSV�D�
UDQJH�WULS�JRQH�ZURQJ"�
1R��$QG�DJDLQ��WKH\�EXULHG�WKH�KHDGOLQH��ODWHU�DGPLWWLQJ�LW�ZDV�D�

³WDUJHWHG�VKRRWLQJ�´�PRVW�OLNHO\�E\�D�JDQJ�PHPEHU��
1RZ�GR�\RX�VHH�WKH�ZRUG�JDPHV�WKH\�SOD\"�
$OVR�DSSHDULQJ�RQ�WKH�VDPH�:7+5�ZHESDJH�ZDV�WKH�KHDGOLQH��

³,03'�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�LQFUHDVHG�VHFXULW\�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�EXV\�VSRUWV�ZHHN�
HQG�GRZQWRZQ�´�
5HDOO\"�:K\"�:KR�DUH�WKH\�DIUDLG�PLJKW�VKRZ�XS"�
4XHVWLRQ�DVNHG��DQG�DQVZHUHG�

0LNH�3ÀXP
Waverly

Do you see the word 
games they play? 
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April may get its name 
from the Latin word 
aperia, which means “to 

open.” As trees begin to bud and 
ÀRZHU��GD൵RGLOV��IRUV\WKLD�DQG�
magnolia bloom and our gar-
dens awaken in April, this seems 
logical. 
$�EXV\�PRQWK��VWDUWLQJ�R൵�ZLWK�

April Fools’ Day (1st), then the 
religious holidays of Passover 
(12th), Good Friday (18th) and 
Easter (20th). Easter, a movable 
holiday, is always celebrated on 
WKH�¿UVW�6XQGD\�DIWHU�WKH�6SULQJ�
Equinox (March 21st).

Roxanne the Rock Snake has 
reappeared from under the leaves 
and detritus of the Art Sanctuary 
Garden; you are invited to add a 
painted rock section anytime as 
we grow her around the perim-
eter.

Aside from all the anticipat-
HG�EHDXW\�RI�ÀRUD��QHZ�FDOYHV��
goats and other spring babies on 
area farms, our schedules seem 
to open up — and just as quick-
O\�¿OO�XS�²�WKLV�WLPH�RI�\HDU��
Soccer and baseball teams are 
visible everywhere as the gear up 
for Saturday games, dog walk-
ers, kids on bikes and lines of 
cross-country runners are making 
their rounds, and folks clearing 
the winter debris from gardens. 
:LWK�6SULQJ�%UHDN�¿QLVKHG��

schools will be planning end-of-
year concerts, celebrations and 
programs before summer camps, 
music and art camps, swim les-
VRQV�DQG�YDFDWLRQ�SODQV�ZLOO�¿OO�
the calendar.

The Morgan County Farmers 
Market opening is just a month 
away, with a great line-up of 
weekly musical performances on 
the schedule. If you are inter-

ested in a booth at either the Mar-
tinsville or Mooresville market, 
contact the organizers through 
Facebook.

The Martinsville School 
District Annual Art Show opens 
April 11 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
at Art Sanctuary, with awards 
at 6:30 p.m. Artwork from all 
schools in the MSD is included in 
this wonderful show. The event 
is free, parking is free, studios 
will be open for the evening, and 
refreshments will be served. The 
show will also be open Saturday 
and Sunday from noon to 2 p.m. 

Information on summer art 
classes for both youth and adult 
will be available that evening 
as well as Youth Scholarship 
information.

Art Sanctuary currently has 
studio space available, including 
one small main level space avail-
able. With 24/7 secure access 
and parking, studio space in this 
downtown community of artists 
is a great opportunity.

The downtown plant beds 
around the courthouse will not be 
getting their usual April spruce-
up; they are slated for removal 
and redevelopment as part of the 

remodeling of the courthouse 
square. These beds have been 
faithfully tended by volunteers, 
both individuals and groups, over 
the years as a project of Redis-
cover Martinsville. 

Many people have spent time 
planting, weeding, and mulching. 
John R. Wooden Jr. National 
Honor Society, Morgan County 
Sertoma, Maxwell Fine Arts, 
Community Choir, MHS Class 
of 1972, Maxwell’s Framing and 
Art Gallery, as well as numerous 
individuals including Mary Ann 
Frame, Glen & Ruth Russell and 
Sue Purpura, to name just a few, 

are to be thanked for years of 
YROXQWHHU�H൵RUWV��

Change and growing pains 
are always hard. The downtown 
VTXDUH�DQG�QHFHVVDU\�WUD൶F�GLV-
ruptions are already bringing on 
the moans, groans and “what ifs?” 
but our downtown is steadily im-
proving, attracting new businesses 
DQG�WRXULVW�WUD൶F��$QG�OLNH�LW�RU�
not, that is a necessity for small-
town survival. The prospect of a 
downtown theatre adds another 
layer of possibilities. 

Our area parks and green 
spaces are growing with the new 
plaza and fountains planned for 

the judicial center, a skatepark on 
the south side of town, additions 
of sculpture and mural projects 
coming our way. We have much 
to be proud of and much to look 
forward to in the next couple 
years. 

Get out, stretch the kinks 
RXW�RI�WKRVH�ZLQWHU�VWLৼ�
muscles, and keep me posted 
at artcartmartinsville@gmail.
com or nancy.maxwell@me.com. 
And as an FYI, I have been 
shut out of Facebook (again!), 
so that contact will not work. 
temporarily. 

With spring comes new life — and activities

Honeysuckle, the 
invasive kind that 
takes over entire 

¿HOGV��2U�P\�IDYRULWH�ÀRZ-
ers. One of many uninvited 
plants I love to hate.

It’s time to clean out 
the winter detritus. I wait 
as long as possible to 
HQFRXUDJH�WKH�EHQH¿FLDO�
creatures. Somehow, they 
overwinter in the dead 
leaves and other fallen 
biomatter.

I’m also trying to catch 
the early honeysuckle 
growth before it gets ahead 
of me. I do appreciate the 
“fence” it creates around 
my backyard, but it is only 
a semblance of a fence, 
unreliable at best, threaten-
ing at worst.

This invasive species 
is not native to Indiana. 
True eradication requires 
digging up the proliferating 
root systems when 
the ground is soft or 
chopping it in the 
fall and following 
up with herbicide 
treatment.

For a 
few years, 
I failed to 
stay ahead of it, 
and the spring bulbs along 
the edges of the yard have 
retreated into the “woods” 
(translation: honeysuckle 
invasion). The honeysuckle 
took its opportunity and 
spread. 

And isn’t that true of 
many things? Disorder 
encroaches if we let it. 
Life requires maintenance, 
whether or not I’m ready 
or willing.

Dandelions, non-native 
but not considered invasive 
in Indiana, are another 
weed I loved to hate. I 

learned to hate them for 
their prodigious white seed 
SX൵V��EXW�P\�NLGV�DOZD\V�
loved the cheerful yellow 
blooms. Stubby bouquets 
in grubby little hands, 
bracelets around tiny 
wrists, and golden tiaras on 
small heads.
:H�DOO�EHQH¿WHG�IURP�

yardwork. I got exercise, 
my yard got maintenance, 
and the kids got to be kids.

For a time, I included 
weedkiller products as 
part of yard maintenance 
to prevent those wretched 
SX൵EDOOV��7KHQ�,�OHDUQHG�
how harmful weedkillers 
are to bees and other nec-
essary insects. 

A new maintenance: 
learning to care about 
something greater than my 
desire for a homogenous, 
green lawn.

No question mainte-
nance is essential in every 

part of life, 
\HW�GH¿QLWLRQV�
(what kind, how 

often) evolve 
just as we 
change. And 
isn’t change 
essential to 
living? Take 

a look at how 
your photos change over 
the course of your life.

How fascinating that 
we can consign an entire 
life to a single picture or 
statue. Encyclopedic infor-
mation about someone’s 
life formerly included only 
one photo to illustrate that 
person. How inadequate.

By the way, how do 
on-screen good guys chase 
down bad guys from a 
single photo? Rarely do 
the captured bad guys look 
like that single photo.

Last night, I viewed on 

screen an actress I couldn’t 
name. Something called 
forth recognition despite 
the dramatic change in her 
appearance. Dredging up 
her name, I realized the last 
time I saw her on screen, 
she was at least 30 years 
younger.

Some actors/actresses 
DWWHPSW�WR�¿JKW�WKH�DSSHDU-
ance of aging while others 
embrace it. I appreciate the 
latter as their acting seems 
WR�UHÀHFW�WKH�ZLVGRP�WKH\�
gained in their embrace of 
aging.

Yet another type of main-
tenance: aging wisely and 
as gracefully as possible. 
Just as simple picking up 
after one’s self is a type 
of maintenance, caring 
for one’s season of life is 
necessary upkeep and takes 
many forms.

Relationships, vehicles, 
¿QDQFHV��HPRWLRQV��\DUGV��
careers, home repair, phys-
ical health, the inner life — 
all require maintenance and 
attention.

Does all this mainte-
nance grow wearisome? 
Yes, at times. Am I happy 
afterward I did it? Bigger 
yes. Then comes the call 
for rest. Now that I’ve done 
the necessary, I want to set 
aside responsibility and 
rest, but not so long that 
distraction overshadows 
and invades.

Will I engage distrac-
tion?

Or will I heed the call of 
spring weather, awakening 
both the honeysuckle and 
the attention necessary to 
contain the encroaching 
invader.

Maybe both. I can 
always listen to an au-
diobook while I attack 
honeysuckle.

Rachel Hills is a Moores-
ville resident whose 
playground includes the 
power of story and the joy 
of seeing.

Encroachment

Authors Who Serve
RACHEL HILLS

Authors Who Serve
All writers are invited to 

join our Mooresville-based 
writing group. Please email 
Rachel@AuthorsWhoServe.
com for more information.

April warmth invited my Redbud to bloom; 
Winter has taken leave for it to Spring leaf.
It graces my days with its rose madder boon, 
A greeting though annual approaching disbelief; 
I must go lay on my back and for a while look up. 

The beauty has enticed a welcome guest, 
$�QHZO\�PROWHG�JROG¿QFK�WR�DGG�LWV�IHVWLYH�EOLQJ��
And as if it understands my viewing bequest,
Its chattering brings a welcome Spring ring; 
I must return before fading and look up for a while. 

— Don 
Adams, On 

Bethel Pond

POEM

Goldfinch in a Redbud 

Roxanne the Rock Snake has crawled out from beneath the winter layers of leaves, ready to grow even longer this 
year in the Art Sanctuary Garden. So feel free to paint a rock and help her out. (Stephen Crane photo / MCC)

Art Cart
NANCY MAXWELL
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Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
commemorated Paul Revere’s Ride 
in an 1860 poem published in The 
Atlantic Monthly. He was inspired 
when he visited the Old North 
Church tower on April 5, 1860. The 
poem was not historically accurate 
“having been manipulated for poetic 
H൵HFW�´� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�'DYLG�+DFNHW�
Fischer, author of “Paul Revere’s 
5LGH�´�

Longfellow often used poems to 
create American legends, and with 
Revere, it was a warning that the 
American Union was in danger of 
disintegrating, with America on the 
verge of the Civil War. 

Revere gave details of his ride in 
D�OHWWHU�ZULWWHQ�WR�'U��-HUHP\�%HON-
nap of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society in 1798. Revere shared that 
“on … the 18th, it was observed that 
a number of (British) soldiers were 
marching towards the bottom of 
�%RVWRQ��&RPPRQ�´�

Dr. Joseph Warren sent for Revere 
and informed him that the British 
were preparing to march on Con-
cord to seize gunpowder stored by 
the colonists. Warren wanted Revere 
to warn revolutionary leaders Sam-
XHO�$GDPV�DQG�-RKQ�+DQFRFN��ZKR�
were hiding in Lexington amid fears 
the British wanted to arrest them.

A pre-arranged signal was to be 
hung in the North Church Steeple 
when the British began their march. 
One lantern would warn if the Brit-
ish were coming by land, two if by 
sea. After arranging to hang two lan-
terns, friends rowed Revere across 
the Charles River to Charlestown 
where Revere acquired a horse from 
'HDFRQ�/DUNLQ��
(OXGLQJ� %ULWLVK� R൶FHUV�� 5HYHUH�

managed to get to Lexington and 
ZDUQ�$GDPV� DQG� +DQFRFN�� 0HHW-

ing up with William Dawes and Dr. 
Samuel Prescott, who were also 
warning colonists, they continued 
to Concord. Revere was ultimately 
FDSWXUHG�� DQG� WKH� %ULWLVK� WRRN� KLV�
horse. 
2QFH� UHOHDVHG�� KH� ZDONHG� EDFN�

to Lexington where he informed 
$GDPV� DQG� +DQFRFN� DERXW� ZKDW�
had happened. He helped retrieve a 
WUXQN�RI�+DQFRFN¶V�SDSHUV�IURP�WKH�
local tavern. During this retrieval, he 
ZLWQHVVHG�D�VWDQGR൵�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FR-

lonial militia and the British troops 
on the Lexington Green. This stand 
R൵� OHG� WR� WKH� EDWWOHV� RI� /H[LQJWRQ�
and Concord.

Dawes and Prescott were suc-
cessful in reaching Concord, and the 
Americans hid their supplies before 
the British arrived. But the shots 
¿UHG� DW� /H[LQJWRQ� IXHOHG� WKH� ¿UVW�
battles of the American Revolution-
ary War. 

On April 19, 1775, the colonists 
GURYH� WKH� %ULWLVK� EDFN� WR� %RVWRQ�
from Lexington, Concord, Lincoln, 
Menotomy and Cambridge.

Paul Revere was born in Mas-
sachusetts, the son of French Hu-
guenot parents. His father Apollos 
Rivoire migrated to Boston in 1715 
at age 13. Paul was educated in Bos-
ton and apprenticed to his father as a 
silversmith. He served in the Massa-
chusetts militia, joined the Masonic 
Lodge of St. Andrew in 1760, and 
was a merchant who opposed the 
British taxes that put a strain on his 
purse. He joined the Sons of Liber-
ty, served in a messenger capacity 
during the First Continental Con-
gress, and helped gather intelligence 
on the British in Boston. He was a 
prosperous businessman in Boston 
owning a silver shop, hardware store 
DQG� IRXQGU\�� +H� RSHQHG� WKH� ¿UVW�
copper rolling mill in North Amer-
ica. Revere Copper Co. is still in 
business today.

As our nation approaches its 

Semisesquintennial in 2026, we will 
ORRN�EDFN�DW�KLVWRU\�DQG�VHH�LWV�H൵HFW�
through Morgan County’s America 
250 celebration. 
'LG�RQH�QLJKW¶V�KRUVH� ULGH�D൵HFW�

0RUJDQ� &RXQW\�� ,QGLDQD"� %DFN� LQ�
1775, Indiana didn’t exist. It was 
contained within other British ter-
ritories. Indiana became a state in 
1816. Following the Revolutionary 
War and the War of 1812, many 
Revolutionary War soldiers and their 
families migrated to Indiana.

If you want proof of our connec-
WLRQ�WR�WKH�5HYROXWLRQDU\�:DU��VHHN�
out these local gravesites. 

• Elijah Lacy is buried at Mt. Zion 
Cemetery Hall and served in the Vir-
ginia Militia. 

• Alexander Kelso, who served in 
both the South and North Carolina 
militias, is buried in Boles-Williams 
Cemetery in Morgantown. 

• Cornelius King served with 
the Virginia Troops and is buried 
in Bradford-Williams Cemetery in 
Martinsville. 
��*HRUJH�%DNHU��ZKR�VHUYHG�ZLWK�

the North Carolina troops, is buried 
in Burns Cemetery south of Martins-
ville. 

These soldiers fought to “secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
DQG�RXU�SRVWHULW\´�ZLWK�RWKHU�SDWULRWV�
OLNH�3DXO�5HYHUH�

To commemorate Paul Revere’s 
ride place, place two lights in a north 
window April 18 and 19.

By Patty Dow
Morgan County History Museum

Revere’s ride: ‘Two Lights’ commemoration coming April 18

April 18, 2025 will mark the 250th anniversary of Paul Revere’s ride and Old 
North Church’s famous “two if by sea” lantern signal! Boston is celebrating 
with several special events and reenactments of the lantern lighting and 
Revere’s journey. (Old North Church courtesy illustration)

Students at John 
R. Wooden Middle 
School gather in 
the school’s caf-
eteria last Friday 
to pack more than 
30,000 rice meals 
in partnership with 
Pack Away Hunger. 
More than 100 stu-
dents participated 
in packing the 
meals, which will 
be donated to the 
school district’s 
food pantry, in ad-
dition to Churches 
in Mission, all in an 
effort to help local 
families in need. 
(Christa Mathews 
courtesy photo) 

HELPING  
FIGHT HUNGER
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MARTINSVILLE — During 
their meeting last Tuesday night, 
March 25, the Martinsville Board 
of Zoning Appeals welcomed 
Marianne Schell to the board. 

Schell takes the place of one of 
two board mem-
bers who re-
signed at the Feb-
ruary meeting.

There is one 
position still open 
on the board.

The board granted a land-use 

variance for US Mobariz Truck-
ing LLC, Indianapolis, to use the 

building at 1007 
%OXH� %OX൵� 5RDG�
for the sale of 
household appli-
ances. The build-

ing is zoned Industrial-1 for light 
industrial. The property has had 

multiple uses over the years.
The board tabled a decision on 

a request from Robert Rollins for 
a reduced side yard setback on 
property located on 1580 Jose-
phine St. The property is part of a 
larger lot that currently is vacant.

Rollins said he planned to build 
a double on the land. The board 

had questions about how the 
building would be positioned on 
the lot and where the parking for 
the apartments would be located.

The board tabled a decision 
on his request until the April 22 
meeting. 

The board will meet at 6 p.m. at 
FLW\�KDOO�����6��-HৼHUVRQ�6W�

By Keith Rhoades 
MCC Chief Correspondent

Property owner gets variance for appliance store

MOORESVILLE — On 
April 27, American Legion 
Post 103 and its entities are 
SXOOLQJ� WRJHWKHU� WR� EHQH¿W�
our community and a brave 
young man named Winston, 
who is battling cancer.  

Our local Morgan County 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club, located 
in Mooresville, and Winston 
will be the recipients of a Le-
gion Family Day held from 1 
to 5 p.m. on Sunday, April 27. 
All are welcome. 

Winston is a local 7-year-
old boy who loves video 
games and playing with his 
two sisters. After three years 
of being misdiagnosed, Win-
ston was diagnosed with spi-
nal cancer. He underwent a 
failed eight-hour surgery that 
the family had to endure. Win-
ston began chemotherapy, but 
the tumor continued to grow. 
Despite further treatments 
and shunt surgery, Winston’s 
cancer is incurable. The goal 

is to manage the cancer and 
keep it stable.

Our Morgan County Boys 
and Girls Club is an authen-
tic contributor to our local 
children. They promote the 
“STEM” (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math) 
education system. Since last 
year, the club has grown to 
308 children’s members. The 
Boys and Girls Club is open 
everyday from 3 to 7 p.m., 
and when school is out for 
breaks, they still open their 
doors.

Our American Legion 
family — American Legion, 
American Legion Auxiliary, 
Sons of the American Legion, 
and American Legion Riders 
²�LV�¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�IRU�RXU�
veterans, their families and 
our community. Your partici-
pation will not only help our 
community but the future of 
our community. 

Hope to see folks there on 
$SULO����IRU�D�IXQ�¿OOHG�DIWHU-
noon for all ages and for two 
good causes.

From Tammy Snell-Stover
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 103

American Legion  
to host ‘Family Day’ 
for two good causes

Local 
7-year-old 
Winston 
has been 
battling 
spinal 
cancer for 
years, and 
on April 27, 
American 
Legion Post 
103 will 
be hosting 
‘Family Day’ 
to raise 
funds both 
for Winston 
and the 
Boys and 
Girls Club 
of Morgan 
County. 
(Courtesy 
photo) 

MONROVIA — It took more than 
two hours, but the Monrovia Town 
Council was able to approve several ac-
tions at its March 25 meeting that will 
usher in some changes at the govern-
ment center.

First, after being previously tabled at 
several meetings, the council approved 
a contract with All Around Concrete to 
make sidewalk repairs around the Gov-
ernment Center. The repairs will cost 
$3,950, and will “only repair what is 
needed,” rather than tear out and replace 
the current sidewalk as some of the other 
companies under consideration would 
have done.
,Q�RWKHU�ROG�EXVLQHVV�� WKH�FRXQFLO�¿-

nalized recently-appointed town man-
ager Maryanne Taylor’s salary in line 
with the recommendations made by pre-
vious town manager Danny Chenault 
before his departure over the summer of 
2024. Taylor will receive a base salary of 
$49,600 along with $7,400 stipend for 
healthcare, totaling $57,000 in compen-
sation for the position.

Also under old business was an update 
on a previously approved measure to hire 
a janitor to clean the Government Cen-
WHU�IRU�¿YH�KRXUV�D�ZHHN��7D\ORU�VDLG�VKH�
believed she had found someone for the 
job. The employee will be paid $15 an 
hour for an annual total of $3,900.

A considerable amount of time was 
spent discussing bids from lawn care 
companies seeking to provide services 
around the government center. The bids 
had been sealed before the meeting, and 
several members on the council discov-
ered that they personally knew the bid-
ders up for consideration at the meeting.

Council president Tammy Everett and 
councilman Philip Fowler hesitated to 
choose among people they knew, and 
councilman Ryan Marsh abstained from 
the vote altogether.

After much deliberation, the coun-
cil elected to approve Edward’s for the 
town’s lawn care, as they were the lowest 
bidder.

In other news
• The council voted to implement a 

plan commission recommendation to re-
zone 155 W. Main St. from Commercial 
to R4 Residential.

• Taylor’s recommendation that the 
council purchase an onsite box for shred-
ding documents at the Government 
Center was tabled until the council’s 

next meeting. The recommendation was 
made due to an apparent excess of docu-
ments dating back years in the basement 
of the government center. The council 
wanted more time to consider the most 
H൶FLHQW�ZD\�RI�GLVSRVLQJ�RI�WKHVH�GRF-
uments.

• The council approved a resolution 
authorizing the pursuit of funding and 
engineering associated with the waste-
water expansion project that was ap-
proved at the council’s special meeting in 
early March. At that meeting, the council 
passed an ordinance establishing a waste-
water service area, which if approved by 
the state will allow the town to have ex-
clusive authority to regulate and provide 
wastewater utility service within the cor-
porate boundaries of the town.

• Yesterday, the council scheduled an 
executive session — after press time — 
to interview candidates for the plan ad-
ministrator position previously occupied 
by Taylor before her promotion to town 
manager. For several months before her 
promotion, Taylor was essentially act-
ing in both roles. The council was also 
expected to discuss “pending litigation” 
following the interviews.
7KH�QH[W�PHHWLQJ�RI�WKH�0RQURYLD�WRZQ�

FRXQFLO�ZLOO�WDNH�SODFH�7XHVGD\��$SULO����
DW������S�P��DW�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�&HQWHU��
���6��0DUOH\�:D\��

By Jared Quigg
MCC Reporter

Lawn care, janitors, sidewalks and salaries
Monrovia Town Council  
largely takes care of internal 
business at March meeting

INDIANA DUNES — 
Nevada Silsby-Inman’s love 
for national parks began with 
her late mother, a former 
Monrovia councilmember 
who was born and raised in 
Maine. 

Summers at Acadia Na-
tional Park in southern Maine 
were a tradition for her fam-
ily, cementing the destina-
tion as where her childhood 
unfolded in the scent of the 
park’s evergreen trees and the 
sound of waves crashing on 
the shore of Sand Beach.

The yearly treks to the 
national park — nestled in 
the mid-section of Maine’s 
Mount Desert Island near 
where Silsby-Inman’s grand-
parents lived — started when 
she was a toddler. 

“We would usually lounge 
on the beach for hours, drive 
up to Cadillac Mountain[’s] 
summit and hike through the 
evergreen woods doing rang-
er programs,” Silsby-Inman 
said via email.

But for the second-year 
public history major at Ball 
State University who hails 
from Monrovia, one hike 
remains a poignant memory 
more than two years later. The 
Silsby-Inman family made 
a journey back to Maine in 
the dead of winter rather than 
June, as they always had, to 
hike to the familiar summit of 
Cadillac Mountain.

Lacing up their hiking 
boots and starting their ex-
pedition in the early morning 
hours of New Year’s Day, the 
family’s hike marked several 
¿UVWV� IRU� 6LOVE\�,QPDQ�� KHU�
¿UVW� ZLQWHU� VSHQW� LQ� 0DLQH��
KHU�¿UVW� KLNH� IURP� VHD� OHYHO�
to the mountain’s summit 
DQG� KHU� ¿UVW� WLPH� UHWXUQLQJ�
to Acadia since her mother’s 
passing in October 2022.

Silsby-Inman said the 
park’s rocky coastline, steep 
summits and sandy beaches 
were the same backdrop of 
her mother’s teenage sum-
mers. With her younger 
brother and father in tow, the 
IUHH]LQJ�¿UVW�PRUQLQJ�RI� WKH�
new year was spent scaling 
up the tallest mountain on the 
eastern seaboard.

“We were unprepared for 
Maine winter, especially 
while hiking up a mountain,” 
she said. “But it was so beau-
tiful and so worth it.”

With icicles clinging to 
the mountain’s exposed rock 
faces and the frozen ocean air 
stinging their skin, the family 
reached Cadillac’s summit 
and took in the panoramic 
view at its peak. Silsby-In-
man said reaching the sum-
mit was a “feeling so out of 
body” — a break from the 
grief that had been ever-pres-
ent in the months following 
her mother’s death.

Over the past few years, 
Silsby-Inman has volun-

teered at 
the Indiana 
Dunes Na-
tional Park 
and Zion Na-
tional Park, 
driven by her 
goal of build-
ing a career 
with the U.S. 
National Parks Service (NPS). 
But as she packed her bags for 
her weeklong volunteer trip 
to the Dunes this past spring 
break, she received the news 
that hundreds of national 
parks employees were being 
¿UHG�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\�
³0\� ¿UVW� WKRXJKW� ZDV��

‘These rangers and employ-
ees are good people,’” Sils-
by-Inman said. “They have 
helped raise me nearly every 
VXPPHU�VLQFH�DJH�¿YH�́

In late February, nearly 
1,000 National Park Service 
HPSOR\HHV�ZHUH�¿UHG� IROORZ-
ing government-wide reduc-
tions spearheaded by President 
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion and the newly created De-
SDUWPHQW�RI�*RYHUQPHQW�(൶-
ciency, currently captained by 
senior adviser and billionaire 
businessman Elon Musk. 

In the early months of the 
new presidential adminis-
tration, agency leaders were 
urged to plan for “large-scale 
reductions in force,” according 
to the Associated Press (AP). 
With upwards of a thousand 
NPS workers removed from 
their posts, concerns over how 
the United States’ 433 nation-
al parks, historic landmarks 
and other protected sites will 
be managed have been heard 
from all corners of the country.

While the Trump adminis-
tration partially backtracked 
RQ� LWV�HOLPLQDWLRQ�H൵RUWV�DQG�
vowed to restore the jobs of 
dozens of employees let go 
from their NPS positions, only 
an estimated 50 NPS posi-
tions are currently undergoing 
restoration. Some of the Hoo-
siers who helped maintain the 
Indiana Dunes National Park 
and other protected sites are 
still without jobs.

Over the past month, Betsy 
Maher, the executive director 
RI�WKH�,QGLDQD�EDVHG�QRQSUR¿W�
Save the Dunes, has been in 
contact with multiple sources, 
ZKR� FRQ¿UPHG� IRXU� HPSOR\-
HHV�ZHUH�³DEUXSWO\�¿UHG �́IURP�
the Dunes around Feb. 14. Ad-
ditionally, a Denver-based em-
ployee — an individual who 
lived locally and was assigned 
to several regional projects — 
was also let go.
0DKHU� DGGHG� WKDW� WKH� ¿YH�

individuals were impacted by 
SUREDWLRQDU\�¿ULQJV��PHDQLQJ�
their positions had “less pro-
tection” due to being hired 
only within the last year.

Because these individu-
als were federal employees, 
Maher said information on 
WKH� QXPEHU� RI� SHRSOH� ¿UHG�
and their positions had to be 
obtained from outside organi-
zations. She said that of those 
¿UHG��RQH�LQGLYLGXDO�PDQDJHG�

ZLOG¿UHV�²�D�³UHJXODU�RFFXU-
rence” for the Dunes — and 
ZRUNHG�RQ�¿UHV�UHJLRQDOO\�IRU�
the NPS. Another employ-
ee allegedly worked in the 
maintenance and restoration 
department.
7KH� UHVWRUDWLRQ� H൵RUWV� RI�

Indiana’s only national park, 
which preserve a biological 
diversity that ranks the Dunes 
as the fourth most biodiverse 
national park, are just one 
piece of the puzzle in main-
taining the park’s 15,000 acres 
and numerous complexes.

“Rangers do all they do out 
of love, and it’s hard to watch 
them lose what they have 
worked so hard for as some-
one wanting to do the same,” 
Silsby-Inman said, adding 
WKDW� ZLWK� DQ� ³XQGHUVWD൵HG�
and underappreciated park” 
like the Indiana Dunes, the 
outcome could be “extremely 
damaging.”

The Ball State Daily News 
(DN) contacted Indiana 
Dunes National Park and 
was put in contact with Bruce 
Rowe, the park’s education 
DQG�SXEOLF�LQIRUPDWLRQ�R൶FHU��

Rowe requested an email 
compiling a short summary of 
the initial request, additional 
questions and contact infor-
mation for the publication 
before forwarding the email 
WR�WKH�136�2൶FH�RI�&RPPX-
nications.

“All media requests on 
the government restructuring 
must be sent to our Washing-
WRQ� &RPPXQLFDWLRQV� 2൶FH�
for response,” Rowe said via 
email.

The DN’s initial media re-
quest asked for a statement 
providing the total number of 
SDUN�HPSOR\HHV�¿UHG�IURP�WKH�
Indiana Dunes following the 
JRYHUQPHQW�ZLGH� IHGHUDO� ¿U-
ings and if the Indiana Dunes 
would restore those positions 
and hire more seasonal work-
ers as a result of the presi-
dent’s avowal to restore NPS 
jobs and employ additional 
seasonal workers.

In an email statement, the 
NPS said the federal agency 
is “hiring seasonal workers to 
continue enhancing the visitor 
experience” as the parks “em-
brace new opportunities for 
optimization and innovation 
in workforce management.”

The statement goes on to 
state that the NPS is “work-
LQJ� FORVHO\ �́ ZLWK� WKH� 2൶FH�
of Personnel Management 
to “ensure [it is] prioritizing 
¿VFDO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� WKH�
American people,” adding 
that NPS teams are “dedicated 
WR�VWD൶QJ�WR�PHHW�WKH�HYROY-
ing needs of [national parks] 
visitors.”

After a follow-up request 
from the DN, emphasizing the 
UHTXHVW� IRU�D�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�RI�
how many NPS workers were 
¿UHG� IURP� WKH� 'XQHV� DQG� LI�
those jobs would be restored, 
the response email from the 
NPS stated the agency had 
“nothing more” to add. 

Maher said that while she 

understands the need of “doing 
less with more,” the national 
parks and their services aren’t 
areas with “a lot of fat to trim.”

“You may experience less 
VWD൵� DW� YLVLWRU� FHQWHUV� WR� DQ-
swer questions, longer lines 
getting into the park and [af-
fected] positions that collect 
the fees when you enter the 
park,” she said. “… It has a 
GRPLQR�H൵HFW�́

According to NPR, a Mary-
land federal judge ordered the 
Trump administration to tem-
porarily reinstate thousands 
RI� XQODZIXOO\� ¿UHG� IHGHUDO�
employees across 18 agencies 
March 14, hours after a sim-
ilar ruling in San Francisco. 
Although temporary, restor-
LQJ�WKH�SRVLWLRQV�RI�¿UHG�136�
workers and recruiting sea-
VRQDO�VWD൵�PD\�WDNH�WLPH��0D-
KHU�ZDUQHG�WKH�¿ULQJV��DORQJ�
with a “freezing” of the sea-
sonal hiring positions, could 
still impact the visitor experi-
ence as the park approaches 
its peak visitation season in 
the spring and summer.

“If there’s an emergency 
DQG� VRPHRQH�QHHGV�¿UVW� DLG��
unstocked things, trash recep-
tacles, those kinds of things 
are the nuts and bolts of the 
park,” Maher said. “The park 
has already seen a decline in 
>VWD൶QJ@� EXGJHW� E\� ��� SHU-
cent while the visitation has 
increased by 16 percent.”

Growing up in Chicago’s 
southwest suburbs, just a car 
ride along Lake Michigan’s 
shoreline from the Dunes, 
Maher said the park has been 
a part of her entire life. Now, 
in her role with the environ-
PHQWDO� DGYRFDF\� QRQSUR¿W��
she continues to work to “pro-
tect and advocate for the per-
petual health and vitality” of 
the national park.
,Q�OLJKW�RI�WKH�UHFHQW�¿ULQJV��

Maher hopes discussing the 
Dunes will raise awareness of 
the topic and encourage more 
volunteers and visitors to visit 
the park.

A Facebook post from Save 
the Dunes urged Hoosiers to 
call state representatives to 
voice their concerns. The or-
ganization provided a script 
and included a link from the 
Indiana government website, 
where interested Hoosiers can 
¿QG�DQG�FRQWDFW�WKHLU�FRQJUHV-
sional legislators.

“It’s important the commu-
nity understands what the im-
pacts are going to be for their 
experiences and the parks 
they care about,” Maher said.

Beyond contacting local 
politicians, Silsby-Inman said 
speaking out is a “good step in 
the right direction.” 

“We as the American pub-
lic need to be advocating hard 
for our parks and their pro-
tectors,” Silsby-Inman said. 
“There needs to be a united 
public front of people who 
are vocal about how much 
the parks mean to them. Help 
them.”

Contact Kate Farr via email 
at kate.farr@bsu.edu.

By Kate Farr
Ball State Daily News 

‘Domino effect’: How may the Indiana Dunes be affected by recent staff cuts?

SILSBY-INMAN

Two areas were covered in 
the hearing.

One, the defense had com-
plained the state was slow in 
forwarding information — 
otherwise known as discov-
ery — about the case to them.

The state said it wanted to 
wait until the judge ruled on a 
protective-order request con-
cerning that information. The 
state asked the defense to be 
barred from releasing “pro-
tective” information, such 
as medical histories, to those 
RXWVLGH�WKH�DWWRUQH\¶V�R൶FHV��
Since there are two defen-
dants, there are two separate 
attorney groups involved in 
the cases. That information 
is not to leave the attorney’s 
R൶FH�

Judge Williams granted 
that request.

Trial dates
The second item was to set 

a trial date for both suspects.
After much discussion, 

Brian’s trial is set for Jan 6., 
2026, and Sonja’s trial is set 
for March 2, 2026.

Both those dates could 
change as both cases progress.

There is a hearing sched-
uled for May to hear motions 
about the possibility of dis-
missing some or all of both 
6WD൵RUGV¶�FKDUJHV�

The former couple is fac-
ing more than 110 combined 
charges for child molesting, 
child neglect, domestic bat-
tery, obstruction of justice, 
and promoting human traf-
¿FNLQJ�

The couple, who divorced 
last fall, have been living in 
GL൵HUHQW�ORFDWLRQV�

At the time charges were 
¿OHG�� LQYHVWLJDWRUV� KDG� LGHQ-
WL¿HG����SRVVLEOH�YLFWLPV�LQ�D�
case that began in 2011.

Now Morgan County Pros-
ecutor Steve Sonngea has said 
the total had grown to more 
than 30 possible victims and 
may have begun as far back 
as the mid 1990s.

&KDUJHV�¿OHG
%ULDQ�6WD൵RUG������QRZ�OLY-

ing in New Castle, is charged 
with 59 felony counts. The al-
leged charges begin in May of 
2011 and end in May of 2024.
%ULDQ� 6WD൵RUG¶V� FKDUJHV�

LQFOXGH�
• Child molesting — one 

Level 1 and seven Level 4 
felonies, and two Class C fel-
onies

• Performance harmful to 
D�PLQRU�²�¿YH�&ODVV�'�PLV-
demeanors and Six Level 6 
felonies

• Neglect of a dependent — 
seven Class D misdemeanors 
and 11 Level 6 felonies

• Promotion of human traf-
¿FNLQJ�²�HLJKW�FODVV�%�PLV-
demeanors and 11 Level 4 
felonies

• Performing sexual con-
duct in presence of a minor 
— a Level 6 felony

Sonja, 60, has 58 felony 
charges and four misdemean-
RU� FKDUJHV� ¿OHG� DJDLQVW� KHU��
Her address is listed as be-
ing on Edgewater Circle in 
3ODLQ¿HOG�� 6WD൵RUG� VDLG� WKDW�
is a mailing address and she is 
currently living in a room of a 
home on Goat Hollow.
+HU�FKDUJHV�LQFOXGH�
• Promotion of human 

WUD൶FNLQJ�²� HLJKW� &ODVV� %�
misdemeanors and 11 Level 
4 felonies

• Obstruction of Justice — 
eight Level 5 felonies

• Strangulation — two Lev-
el 6 felonies

• Domestic battery on a per-
son less than 14 years of age 
— one Level 6

• Neglect of a dependent 
— one Level 5 and 15 level 
6 felonies, and eight Class D 
misdemeanors

• Neglect of a dependent 
with serious bodily injury — 
two Level 5 felonies

• Intimidation — one Class 
C misdemeanor

• Battery resulting in seri-
ous bodily injury — one Lev-
el 5 felony

• Domestic battery — Four 
Class A misdemeanors

TRIALS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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MARTINSVILLE — The Mar-
WLQVYLOOH�3ROLFH�'HSDUWPHQW�VX൵HUHG�
D� ORVV� ODVW�ZHHN��DV�SROLFH�GRJ�.��
.LPEHU�SDVVHG�DZD\�0DUFK����DIWHU�
D�VXGGHQ�LOOQHVV�WKDW�ZDV�XQWUHDWDEOH�
.LPEHU�� KDQGOHG� E\� 0DUWLQV-

YLOOH�2൶FHU�0LFKHOOH�:HDYHU��VSH-
FLDOL]HG� LQ� QDUFRWLFV� GHWHFWLRQ� DQG�
FRPPXQLW\�UHODWLRQV��.LPEHU�ZDV�D�
IDQ�IDYRULWH�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��SDU-
WLFXODUO\�IRU�FKLOGUHQ��EULQJLQJ�PXFK�
MR\�GXULQJ�KHU�IUHTXHQW�YLVLWV�WR�OR-
FDO�VFKRROV�DQG�WKH�0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�
)DLU��
³7KLV�ORVV�LV�GHHSO\�IHOW�QRW�RQO\�

E\�2൶FHU�:HDYHU� DQG� KHU� IDPLO\�
EXW�DOVR�E\�WKH�R൶FHUV�ZKR�ZRUNHG�
DORQJVLGH�.LPEHU� HYHU\� GD\�´� VDLG�
0DUWLQVYLOOH� 3ROLFH� 'HSXW\�$XVWLQ�
&RPEV�LQ�D�SUHVV�UHOHDVH��³:H�DVN�
WKDW� \RX� NHHS�2൶FHU�:HDYHU�� KHU�
IDPLO\��DQG�DOO�RI�RXU�R൶FHUV�
LQ� \RXU� WKRXJKWV� DQG�
SUD\HUV� DV� WKH\� QDYL-
JDWH� WKLV� LQFUHGLEO\�
GL൶FXOW�WLPH�´
.LPEHU� ZDV�

put to sleep last 
:HGQHVGD\�� VXU-
URXQGHG� E\� IDPLO\�
DQG� FORVH� IULHQGV��
6KH� UHFHLYHG� DQ� RI-
¿FLDO� SROLFH� HVFRUW� WR�
WKH�YHW¶V�R൶FH��ZLWK�R൶-
FHUV�IURP�WKH�0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�
6KHUL൵¶V� R൶FH� DQG� ,QGLDQD� 6WDWH�
3ROLFH�MRLQLQJ�0DUWLQVYLOOH�3'�IRU�D�
SURFHVVLRQ��
0HPEHUV�RI�WKH�SXEOLF�SDLG�WKHLU�

UHVSHFWV�WR�.LPEHU�IURP�0DUFK����

���DW�D�PHPRULDO�IRU�WKH�GRJ�RXWVLGH�
WKH�SROLFH�VWDWLRQ��&RPPX-

QLW\� PHPEHUV� SODFHG�
ÀRZHUV��GRJ�WR\V�DQG�
RWKHU� WRNHQV� RI� UH-
PHPEUDQFH�RQ�.��
.LPEHU¶V� SROLFH�
YHKLFOH��
³2൶FHU�:HDYHU�

H[SUHVVHV� KHU� GHHS�
DSSUHFLDWLRQ� IRU� WKH�

FRPPXQLW\¶V� VXSSRUW�
GXULQJ�WKLV�GL൶FXOW�WLPH�DQG�

ORRNV� IRUZDUG� WR� FRQQHFWLQJ� ZLWK�
HYHU\RQH�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�D�SDUW�RI�WKLV�
VKDUHG� PRPHQW� RI� UHPHPEUDQFH�´�
VDLG�0DUWLQVYLOOH�6JW��'DUUHQ�-RKQ-
VRQ�LQ�D�VWDWHPHQW��

Staff Report

End of Watch for K9 Kimber

Martinsville Police vehicles are joined by the Indiana State Police and patrol 
vehicles from the Morgan County Sheriff’s Office March 26 as police dog 
Kimber was taken to the vet to be put to sleep. Kimber had been with the 
Martinsville Police Department for five years. (Courtesy photo)

MORGAN COUNTY — 
7KH�%R\V�DQG�*LUOV�&OXE�RI�
0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�KDV�R൶FLDO-
O\� DQQRXQFHG� WKDW� 6KDQQRQ�
.RKO� KDV� EHHQ� KLUHG� DV� WKH�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�QHZ�&(2�DQG�
H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU��
³6KDQQRQ� KDV� D� KHDUW� IRU�

WKH� \RXWK� LQ� RXU� FRPPXQL-

W\�́ �WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�VDLG�LQ�D�
VWDWHPHQW��³2Q�EHKDOI�RI�RXU�
NLGV�� WHHQV�� VWD൵� DQG� ERDUG��
ZH�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�6KDQQRQ¶V�
OHDGHUVKLS� DQG� JUHDW� IXWXUHV�
IRU�PRUH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�́ �
.RKO�LV�WKH�IRUPHU�PD\RU�

RI� WKH� FLW\� RI� 0DUWLQVYLOOH�
DQG� IRUPHU� FLW\� FRXQFLO�
PHPEHU�� +HU� ¿UVW� GD\� ZDV�
0RQGD\�

Staff Report

Kohl named as 
new B&G leader

Shannon Kohl gathers with kids at the Boys and Girls Club of 
Morgan County on Monday, the first official day in her new 
position. (B&G Club courtesy photo)

FKDUJHG� ZLWK� ��� DGGLWLRQDO�
IHORQLHV�ODVW�PRQWK��ZLWK�WKH�
DOOHJDWLRQV� LQFOXGLQJ� ¿YH�
FRXQWV� RI� FKLOG� PROHVWLQJ�
DQG� HLJKW� FRXQWV� RI� VH[XDO�
PLVFRQGXFW� ZLWK� D� PLQRU��
DPRQJVW�RWKHU�FKDUJHV��
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�SUREDEOH�

FDXVH� D൶GDYLW�� DW� OHDVW� ���
PDOH�YLFWLPV�EHWZHHQ�����DQG�
���\HDUV�ROG� KDYH� DFFXVHG�
)RUWLQEHUU\� RI� HQJDJLQJ� LQ�
VH[XDO� DFWLYLW\� ZLWK� WKHP��
DPRQJ�RWKHU�DOOHJHG�FULPHV�
2Q� 0DUFK� ���� SHUVRQDO�

LQMXU\�DQG�VH[XDO�DEXVH�ODZ�
¿UP� :DJQHU� 5HHVH� LVVXHG�
D�SUHVV�UHOHDVH�DOOHJLQJ� WKDW�
WKH� 06'� RI� 0DUWLQVYLOOH�
³QHJOLJHQWO\� KLUHG� DQG� UH-

WDLQHG� VH[XDO� SUHGDWRU�%ULW-
WDQ\�)RUWLQEHUU\�´�

The tort claim notice was 
VHQW�WR�GLVWULFW�VXSHULQWHQGHQW�
Eric Bowlen, MSD school 
ERDUG� SUHVLGHQW� +HDWKHU�
6WDJJV�DQG�0DUWLQVYLOOH�+LJK�
6FKRRO�SULQFLSDO�-H൵�%HOO�

The notice claims that the 
���\HDU�ROG�²�LGHQWL¿HG�DV�
'DYLG� 'RH� ²� ZDV� ³PLV-
WUHDWHG�� VH[XDOO\� DVVDXOWHG�
DQG� PROHVWHG� E\� %ULWWDQ\�
)RUWLQEHUU\´� RQ� VHYHUDO� RF-
FDVLRQV�� 7KH� QRWLFH� FODLPV�
'RH�LV�VX൵HULQJ�IURP�HPR-
WLRQDO�GLVWUHVV�DQG�WUDXPD�DV�
D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�DVVDXOWV��DQG�LV�
GHPDQGLQJ� WKH� GLVWULFW� SD\�
'RH�GDPDJHV�DPRXQWLQJ� WR�
���������SHU�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW��
$WWRUQH\� -DVRQ� 5HHVH� LV�

UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH����\HDU�ROG�
ER\�

³,'(0� LVVXHG� D� ZDWHU� SROOXWLRQ�
permit that allows a power plant to 
GLVFKDUJH�XQWUHDWHG�ZDVWHZDWHU�ODG-
HQ� ZLWK� QHXURWR[LQV�� FDUFLQRJHQV��
DQG� SRLVRQV� IURP� LWV� OHDFKLQJ� FRDO�
DVK�ZDVWH�SRQGV�LQWR�D�VWUHWFK�RI�WKH�
:HVW� )RUN� RI� WKH�:KLWH�5LYHU� XS-
VWUHDP�RI�WKH�&LW\�RI�0DUWLQVYLOOH¶V�
PXQLFLSDO� ZHOOV� WKDW� VXSSO\� WKH�
FLW\¶V� GULQNLQJ� ZDWHU�´� WKH� ODZVXLW�
UHDGV��
³,'(0� GLG� VR� LQ� YLRODWLRQ� RI�

IHGHUDO� DQG� VWDWH� FOHDQ� ZDWHU� ODZV�
DQG� WKH� IHGHUDO� UXOH� WKDW� JRYHUQV�

WKH� SURSHU� GLVSRVDO�
RI� FRDO� DVK� WR� SUR-
tect human health 
DQG� WKH� HQYLURQ-
PHQW� IURP� SUHFLVH-
O\� WKLV�VRUW�RI� WR[LF�
ULVN�´
7KH� (DJOH� 9DO-

OH\�VLWH� LV�D�QDWXUDO�
JDV� SRZHUSODQW�� EXW�
ZDV� SUHYLRXVO\� D� FRDO�¿UHG� SRZHU�
SODQW� IURP������ WR������� ,Q�������
$(6�,QGLDQD��IRUPHUO\�,QGLDQDSROLV�
3RZHU� DQG� /LJKW�� GHWHUPLQHG� WKDW�
DUVHQLF�� OLWKLXP�� PRO\EGHQXP� DQG�
RWKHU�SRWHQWLDOO\�KDUPIXO�FKHPLFDOV�
FRPPRQO\�SUHVHQW�LQ�FRDO�FRPEXV-
WLRQ� UHVLGXDOV� ZHUH� SUHVHQW� LQ� WKH�

JURXQGZDWHU�DW�WKH�VLWH�
LQ� OHYHOV� DERYH� WKH�
8�6�� (QYLURQPHQWDO�
3URWHFWLRQ� $JHQ-
F\¶V�GULQNLQJ�ZDWHU�
VWDQGDUGV�� 7KHVH�
SRWHQWLDOO\� GDQJHU-

ous contaminants 
DUH� FRQFHQWUDWHG� LQWR�

VHYHUDO�FRDO�DVK�SRQGV�RQ�
WKH�SURSHUW\�
)HGHUDO� UHJXODWLRQV� UHTXLUHG� WKH�

FRPSDQ\� WR� GUDZ� XS� DQG� SXW� LQWR�
action a plan to close the coal ash 
SRQGV� DQG� D� SRVW�FORVXUH� SODQ� WR�
PDQDJH� WKH� ZDVWH� IRU� WKH� QH[W� ���
\HDUV�
$IWHU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��$(6�,QGLDQD�

ZDV� ¿QDOO\� JUDQWHG� DSSURYDO� IURP�
,'(0�IRU�LWV�SODQ�WR�FORVH�WKUHH�RI�LWV�
¿YH�SRQG�VLWHV�²�$��%�DQG�&��3RQGV�
'�DQG�(�DUH�QRW�LQFOXGHG�XQGHU�WKH�
,'(0�DSSURYHG�SODQ�
8QGHU� WKH� DFFHSWHG� SODQ�� $(6�

,QGLDQD� ZLOO� FRQWLQXH� WR� XVH� WKHLU�
RQVLWH�SURGXFWLRQ�ZHOOV�WR�SXPS�XS�
WKH�FRQWDPLQDWHG�ZDWHU�IURP�XQGHU�
WKH�FRDO�DVK�SRQGV�IRU�XVH�LQVLGH�WKH�
(DJOH�9DOOH\�*HQHUDWLQJ�6WDWLRQ��
7KH�JURXQGZDWHU�XVHG�LQ�WKH�JDV�

JHQHUDWRUV� LV� SXUL¿HG� DQG� WKH� FRQ-
WDPLQDQWV�DUH�UHPRYHG��VR�DV�WR�QRW�
GDPDJH� WKH� HTXLSPHQW� XVHG� LQ� WKH�
SODQW��%XW� WKH� EXON� RI� WKH�ZDWHU� LV�
XQWUHDWHG�DQG�XVHG�LQ�FRROLQJ�WRZHUV�
DW�WKH�VLWH�

The two water streams — the one 
IRU�JHQHUDWLRQ� LQVLGH� WKH�SODQW��DQG�
WKH� RWKHU� XQWUHDWHG� FRROLQJ� ZDWHU�
²� DUH� LQ� WKH� HQG� UHFRPELQHG� DQG�
GXPSHG�LQWR�WKH�:KLWH�5LYHU��DQ�DFW�
WKDW�KDV�JUHDWO\�DODUPHG�WKH�HQYLURQ-
PHQWDOLVWV�RQ�WKH�+(&��
2I�SDUWLFXODU�FRQFHUQ�DUH�WKH�ULVNV�

WR�KXPDQ�KHDOWK�DQG�WKH�ORFDO�HQYL-
URQPHQW� SRVHG� E\� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI�
FRQWDPLQDQWV� LQ� WKH� :KLWH� 5LYHU��
6RPH�RI� WKH�FRQWDPLQDQWV�GXPSHG�
LQWR� WKH� ULYHU� KDYH� EHHQ� OLQNHG� WR�
FDQFHU�
)RU� UHDVRQV� VWLOO� QRW� GH¿QLWLYH-

O\� SURYHQ��0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�KDV� WKH�
KLJKHVW� FDQFHU� UDWHV� LQ� WKH� VWDWH� RI�
,QGLDQD��

.LOJRUH��RI�FRXUVH��GRHV�QRW�
claim to be�-HVXV�RU�DQ\WKLQJ��
KH�LV�VLPSO\�D�GHYRXW�&KULV-
WLDQ�ZLWK�D�PHVVDJH�RI�KRSH��

‘And they left their nets’
7KH� ¿UVW� &KULVWLDQV� ZHUH�

VRPH� RI� WKH� ORZOLHVW�� PRVW�
GHVSLVHG�PHPEHUV�RI�VRFLHW\�

Tax collectors, prostitutes, 
¿VKHUPDQ�� IRUHLJQHUV� ²� LW�
ZDV� WKHVH��GHVWLWXWH�DQG�RXW-
FDVW�� ZKR� WKH� *RVSHOV� VD\�
ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�WR�GHFODUH�-HVXV�
DV�/RUG�
.LOJRUH�LV�QRW�XQOLNH�WKRVH�

HDUO\�GLVFLSOHV�
+H� ZDV� ERUQ� LQ� &DOLIRU-

QLD�� EXW� VSHQW� PRVW� RI� KLV�
XSEULQJLQJ� KHUH� LQ� 0DUWLQV-
YLOOH��:KLOH�KH�JUHZ�XS�LQ�WKH�
&KULVWLDQ� IDLWK� ²� EDSWL]HG�
DW� ��� HQUROOHG� LQ� &KULVWLDQ�
VFKRROV�²�.LOJRUH�ZDV� FHU-
WDLQO\� QRW� DOZD\V� ³FUD]\� IRU�
-HVXV�´
$V�KH�GHVFULEHV�LW��.LOJRUH�

UDQ�KLV�QDPH�LQ�WKH�³GLUW´� LQ�
KLV� HDUO\� DGXOW� \HDUV�� JHWWLQJ�
LQ� WURXEOH�ZLWK� ODZ� HQIRUFH-
PHQW�RYHU� WKHIW�DQG�GUXJ�UH-
ODWHG�LQFLGHQWV��+H�HYHQWXDOO\�
OHIW� WKH� FRXQW\� DOWRJHWKHU��
VZHDULQJ�WR�QHYHU�FRPH�EDFN���
%XW�D�IHZ�\HDUV�DJR��KH�GLG�

FRPH�EDFN��DQG�DOO�LW�WRRN�ZDV�
���� DQ� KRXU� DQG� D� SODFH� WR�
VWD\�ZLWK�D�IULHQG�LQ�)R[FOL൵�
7KLQJV�WRRN�D�WXUQ�TXLFNO\��

.LOJRUH� ORVW� KLV� MRE�� DQG� KH�
IHOO� RXW�ZLWK�KLV� URRPPDWHV��
OHDYLQJ� KLP� KRPHOHVV� DQG�
DORQH�
.LOJRUH� GRHVQ¶W� VSHDN� ELW-

WHUO\� RI� WKLV� SRLQW� LQ� KLV� OLIH�
E\�DQ\�PHDQV��,Q�IDFW��KH�VD\V�
this was the time when he 
ZDV� WKH�PRVW� ³IUHH�´� XQEXU-
GHQHG�E\�UHQW�RU�ELOOV�RU�DQ\�
RI� WKH�RWKHU� WKLQJV�ZHLJKLQJ�
GRZQ�PRVW�SHRSOH�
³<RX� FDQ� VOHHS� DQ\ZKHUH�

ZKHQ�\RX¶UH�KRPHOHVV�´�.LO-
JRUH�VDLG��³2QFH�²�XQWLO�WKH\�
UXQ�\RX�R൵�´
.LOJRUH� ZDV� HYHQWXDO-

O\� DEOH� WR� JHW� DQ� DSDUWPHQW��
WKURXJK� JRYHUQPHQW� DVVLV-
WDQFH� DQG� ODQGVFDSLQJ� MREV�
KH�GRHV�RQ�WKH�VLGH��+H�KRSHV�
WR� RQH� GD\� WXUQ� WKDW� YHQWXUH�
LQWR�D�EXVLQHVV��VRPHWKLQJ�KH�
SODQV� WR� FDOO� ³$FWV� RI�.LQG-
QHVV� /DQGVFDSLQJ�´� EXW� KH�
DOVR� ZRUULHV� WKDW� ZRXOG� HDW�
XS�WLPH�KH�FRXOG�KDYH�LQVWHDG�
VSHQW�ZDONLQJ�WKH�VWUHHWV�ZLWK�
KLV�FURVV�
$JDLQ�� ZK\� does� KH� GR�

that?
2QH�GD\��ZKHQ�.LOJRUH�ZDV�

EURNH� DQG� DW� KLV� ORZHVW�� KH�

VDW�E\�D�ZLQGRZ�DQG�SUD\HG�
WR� *RG� IRU� KHOS�� (YHQWXDOO\��
.LOJRUH�ORRNHG�XS�DQG�VDZ�D�
PDQ�RXWVLGH�FDUU\LQJ�D�FURVV�
RYHU�KLV�VKRXOGHU�DQG�ZDONLQJ�
GRZQ�WKH�VWUHHW�
7KLV�ZDV�.LOJRUH¶V�'DPDV-

FXV�PRPHQW��DQG�KH� OHDSW� WR�
KLV� IHHW�ZLWK� H[FLWHPHQW� DQG�
FKDVHG� WKH� PDQ� GRZQ� WKH�
VWUHHW��LWFKLQJ�WR�FDWFK�XS�ZLWK�
KLP�� .LOJRUH� DVNHG� WKH� PDQ�
ZKDW� VR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�
ODWHU�DVN�KLP�²�ZK\"
³,�ZDON� IRU� WKH�/RUG�´� WKH�

PDQ�UHSOLHG�
7KH\� ZDONHG� DFURVV� WRZQ�

WRJHWKHU��7KH�PDQ� H[SODLQHG�
WR�.LOJRUH�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�ZDON�
XQWLO� VRPHRQH� VWRSSHG� DQG�
R൵HUHG� KLP� D� ULGH�� +RZHY-
HU��KH�ZRXOG�RQO\�DFFHSW� WKH�
ULGH� RQ� WZR� FRQGLWLRQV�� WKH�
PDQ� GHPDQGHG� WR� EH� EOLQG-
IROGHG� GXULQJ� WKH� MRXUQH\��
DQG�GURSSHG�R൵�ZKHUHYHU�WKH�
GULYHU�VDZ�¿W�WR�OHDYH�KLP�
.LOJRUH� ZRXOG� VHH� WKLV�

P\VWHULRXV� PDQ�� WKLV� ¿UVW�
³&URVV� *X\�´� D� IHZ� PRUH�
WLPHV�� EXW� EHIRUH� ORQJ�� KH�
ORVW�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�KLP�HQWLUHO\��
$� IHZ�ZHHNV� DIWHU� WKHLU� ¿UVW�
HQFRXQWHU��.LOJRUH� IRXQG� WKH�
PDQ¶V� FURVV� LQ� D� GXPSVWHU��
ZKHQ�KH�WRRN�LW�DV�KLV�RZQ�
7KH� VWRU\� DOPRVW� VRXQGV�

XQEHOLHYDEOH��EXW�.LOJRUH�WHOOV�
LW�ZLWKRXW�D�WUDFH�RI�GHFHLW�RU�
P\WKPDNLQJ��$W�DQ\�UDWH��LW¶V�
.LOJRUH¶V� VWRU\� ²� KH�� WRR��
QRZ�ZDONV�IRU�WKH�/RUG��DIWHU�
VRPHRQH�¿UVW�VKRZHG�KLP�WKH�
ZD\�

‘Remember me’
³%OHVVHG�DUH�\H�´�VDLG�-HVXV�

in his Sermon on the Mount, 
³ZKHQ�PHQ� VKDOO� UHYLOH� \RX��

DQG� SHUVHFXWH� \RX�� DQG� VKDOO�
VD\�DOO�PDQQHU�RI�HYLO�DJDLQVW�
\RX�IDOVHO\��IRU�P\�VDNH�´
,W¶V� KDUG� WR� LPDJLQH�� QRZ�

WKDW� &KULVWLDQLW\� LV� WKH� PRVW�
SRSXODU�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��
WKDW�LW�ZDV�RQFH�FRPPRQ�IRU�
&KULVWLDQV� WR�IDFH�RSSUHVVLRQ�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�EHOLHIV��0DQ\�
RI� WKH� HDUO\� &KULVWLDQV� ZHUH�
EHDWHQ�� MDLOHG� DQG� NLOOHG� EH-
FDXVH� RI� WKHLU� IDLWK� LQ� -HVXV��
7KH\�PXVW� KDYH� NQRZQ� WKLV�
ZRXOG� KDSSHQ� WR� WKHP�� RI�
FRXUVH�²�-HVXV�VDLG�LW�ZRXOG��
1HYHUWKHOHVV�� LW� ZDV� VXUHO\�
GL൶FXOW�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�D�&KULV-
WLDQ�LQ�WKRVH�GD\V��EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�
WKH�IDFH�RI�VXFK�EDFNODVK�
,W¶V�PXFK�HDVLHU�WR�EH�D�EH-

OLHYHU� WRGD\�� SDUWLFXODUO\� LQ�
$PHULFD�� (YHU\ZKHUH� \RX�
ORRN�� WKH� &KULVWLDQ� IDLWK� LV�
GRPLQDQW�� 3UD\HUV� DUH� VDLG�
EHIRUH�JRYHUQPHQW�PHHWLQJV��
WLPH�LV�VHW�DVLGH�LQ�VFKRROV�IRU�
FKLOGUHQ�WR�KDYH�UHOLJLRXV�OHV-
VRQV�� FKXUFKHV� FDQ� EH� IRXQG�
LQ�HYHU\�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�FRXQW\�
$QG�\HW��.LOJRUH�LV�³FUD]\´�

IRU�FDUU\LQJ�D�FURVV�DURXQG�DOO�
GD\��+H�VDLG�DOO�KH�ZDQWV�WR�GR�
LV�VSUHDG�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI�-HVXV�
²�VRPHWKLQJ�-HVXV�H[SOLFLWO\�
VDLG�WR�GR�IURP�HYHU\�PRXQ-
WDLQWRS� ²� EXW� KH� UHPDLQV�
VRPHWKLQJ�RI�DQ�RXWFDVW�

At one point in his interview 
with The Correspondent,�.LO-
JRUH�ZDV�DVNHG�WR�FRQVLGHU�D�
K\SRWKHWLFDO�²�ZKDW�LI�QRQH�
RI�LW�ZDV�WUXH"�:KDW�LI��DV�&�6��
/HZLV�H[SRXQGHG��-HVXV�ZDV�
QRW�ZKR�KH�VDLG�KH�ZDV��DQG�
WKH�ZKROH�UHOLJLRQ�LV�D�ZDVK"�
:RXOG�KH�UHJUHW�VSHQGLQJ�VR�
PXFK�RI�KLV�WLPH�DQG�HQHUJ\�
RQ�D�P\WK"
³1R�´� .LOJRUH� VDLG� ZLWK�

D�VPLOH��³,�VWLOO�GLG�JRRG�DQG�
EURXJKW� SHRSOH� KRSH�� $QG�
,� KHOSHG� VSUHDG� D� SRVLWLYH�
PHVVDJH� ²� HYHU\� JX\� WKDW�
VHHV�PH�LV�TXHVWLRQLQJ��RU�DF-
NQRZOHGJLQJ��WKHLU�IDLWK��´
+LV� PHWKRG� RI� VSUHDGLQJ�

WKH� PHVVDJH� VHHPV� WR� KDYH�
KDG� VRPH� VXFFHVV�� 3HRSOH�
walk up to him all the time, 
WHOOLQJ� KLP� KH� ZDV� MXVW� WKH�
VLJQ� WKH\� ZHUH� ORRNLQJ� IRU��
2WKHUV�� .LOJRUH� VDLG�� KDYH�
WROG�KLP�WKDW�KH�OLWHUDOO\�VDYHG�
WKHLU�OLYHV�
³,W¶V� WKH� HQG�RI� WKH�ZRUOG��

PDQ�´� .LOJRUH� VDLG�� ³<RX¶UH�
D�UHSRUWHU��EUR��\RX�FDQ�VHH�LW��
3HRSOH�QHHG�VRPH�KRSH�QRZ�
PRUH�WKDQ�HYHU�´
$QG�VR��HYHQ�LI�QRQH�RI�LW�LV�

WUXH��WKHUH�LV�KRSH��,W�ZDV�WKH�
KRSH� .LOJRUH� QHHGHG� ZKHQ�
KH�VDZ�KLV�RZQ�FURVV�JX\��WKH�
KRSH�KH�QHHGHG�ZKHQ�KH�IHOW�
WKHUH�FRXOG�QRW�SRVVLEO\�EH�UH-
GHPSWLRQ�IRU�KLP�
7KH� *RVSHOV� VD\� -HVXV�

ZDV�FUXFL¿HG�ZLWK� WZR�RWKHU�
PHQ�� ERWK� FULPLQDOV��2QH� RI�
WKH�PHQ� MRLQHG� WKH�FURZG� LQ�
PRFNLQJ�-HVXV��EXW� WKH�RWKHU�
DVNHG�KLP�WR�³UHPHPEHU�PH�
ZKHQ� WKRX� FRPHVW� LQWR� WK\�
NLQJGRP�´
³9HULO\�,�VD\�XQWR�WKHH�´�-H-

VXV�UHSOLHG��³7RGD\�VKDOW�WKRX�
EH�ZLWK�PH�LQ�SDUDGLVH�´

That� LV� ZK\� PDQ\� SHR-
SOH� SUD\�� 7KDW� LV� ZK\� PDQ\�
JR� WR� FKXUFK�� DQG� YROXQWHHU�
IRU� FKDULWLHV�� DQG� UHDG� DERXW�
PLUDFOHV�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�������
\HDUV�DJR�
$QG� LW¶V�ZK\�.LOJRUH� FDU-

ULHV� KLV� FURVV� IRU� PLOHV� DQG�
PLOHV�HDFK�GD\��+H�GRHV�LW�IRU�
KRSH�

HOPE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

MSD
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

TOXINS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

ABOVE: Kimber poses with her handler, Martinsville Officer Michelle Weaver. 
Weaver and her family were with Kimber at the vet March 26 as she was 
put to sleep after a sudden illness. (Courtesy photo)

LEFT: A memorial for K9 Kimber is set up outside the Martinsville Police 
Headquarters last weekend. Members of the public paid their respects to 
Kimber by signing a banner and leaving flowers, dog toys and other items. 
(Stephen Crane photo / MCC)

Kilgore carrying his cross through downtown Martinsville. He aspires to give people hope during 
these troubled times in the world. (Stephen Crane photo / MCC)
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MARTINSVILLE — Mar-
tinsville senior quarterback AJ 
Reynolds signed his letter of 
intent to continue his collegiate 
career at Marian University 
last month in front of family, 
friends, teammates and coach-
es. 

Reynolds took his time pick-
ing the right school, although 
the decision wasn’t difficult. 

“The campus was pretty cool, 
and the coaches loved me, and I 
already have a connection with 
them,” Reynolds said. “I know 
a couple guys there already like 
David Brennar. I talked to him 
when I visited. I didn’t care 
how close I was to home, but 
obviously, it’s nice to be close 
to home. 

“I’m pretty excited. It’s a 
great feeling to be able to play 
college football.”

Marian University is situated 
just outside downtown India-
napolis and has a recent histo-
ry of being very successful at 
NAIA football. 

“Big time for him,” coach 
Brian Dugger said. “He’s going 
to go to Marian and have a great 
career there. Marian is a foot-
ball school, and they’ve had a 
lot of success there.

“They’ve sent people to the 
NFL. They’ve sent kids through 
the transfer portal to SEC ball. 
They’ve competed for nation-
al championships at the NAIA 
level. 

“I think it’s a good fit for 
him. They really wanted him. 
They’ve been recruiting him 
since last summer. They were 
hoping he’d fall through the 
Division I cracks and land him 
and he did. They’re very excit-
ed. 

“I know Mom and Dad are 
alumni, so that’s kind of cool. I’m 
real excited for him. He’s had a 
great career, and he’s going to go 
R൵�DQG�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�RQH�´

Reynolds had a record-break-
ing senior season at Martins-
ville last fall and was a big part 
of the Artesians’ 12-2 season, 
earning Mid-State Conference, 
Sectional and Regional champi-
onships along the way. 

He was the driving force and 

playmaker in the comeback of 
the century on Sept. 13 against 
Decatur Central. The Artesians 
won 39-38 after being down 
35-0 midway through the third 
quarter.

“He got here and had to learn 
about playing quarterback and 
running an offense,” coach 
said. “You got to see the devel-
opment of that, and after about 
week five or six last year when 
we really started to take off, 
and then this year, he just ran 
the show. When we needed a 
comeback, he wanted the ball. 

“Like big comebacks from 
being down 35 points against 
Decatur Central don’t happen 
unless he just takes over the 
game. He statistically had the 
greatest career in Martinsville 
football history, which says 
something considering Earl 
Haniford was here and put up 
some great numbers in four 
years. Statistically speaking, he 
had the most touchdowns, the 
most yards and you add in the 
rushing stuff he did as well. It 
was an unbelievable year for 
him.”

Reynolds finished the season 

with five places in the record 
books at Martinsville foot-
ball. He had the most touch-
down passes in a season (38), 
most passing yards in a season 
(3,105), fourth-most career 

touchdown passes (52), fourth-
most career pass completions 
(344) and fifth-most passing 
yards in a game (405).

Artesian’s Reynolds to be a Knight

MONROVIA — The Mon-
rovia softball team opened up 
its 2025 season on a 40-degree 
night at home against Shel-
byville on Monday evening. 

The Bulldogs had a cold start, 
but had some good plays and 
showed some promise in hit-
ting. Shelbyville won 20-1 in 
¿YH�LQQLQJV��

“Coming back from Spring 
Break, we were a little rough 
around the edges,” Monrovia 
head coach Roni Fough said. 
“We were a little rusty, but they 
started to pick it back up. It was 
compounding on mistakes and 
errors and letting them build on 
each other rather than moving 
on and moving forward.”

Monrovia faced tough pitch-
ing from starting sophomore 
Gracie Crafton who threw three 
innings allowing three hits, one 
earned run, two walks and four 
strikeouts.

“We had a couple that put 
the ball in play,” Fough said. 
“Harper Fair had a really good 
hit, as well as Cam (Wolfe) and 
Ty (Secuskie) were able to get 
the bat on the ball. We were 
also able to get some newer hit-
ters in an at bat.”
$IWHU� D� TXLHW� ¿UVW� LQQLQJ� RI-

fensively, Wolfe, a starting 
freshman in the four-
hole spot, hit a slow 
grounder to short-
stop and beat the 
throw. She was 
later thrown out at 
second on a dou-
ble play from Shel-
byville. Sophomore 
Harper Fair hit a 
GRXEOH�WR�ULJKW�¿HOG�DQG�
then scored on a single 
from senior Tyllynn Secuskie. 

That tallied the three total 
hits for the Bulldogs for the 
night. Wolfe went 1-for-2, Se-
cuskie 1-for-1 with an RBI, and 

Fair went 1-for-2 and scored a 
run. Sophomore Jocelyn Donit-
zen also got on base with two 

walks.
Secuskie started in the 
circle for Monrovia, 

allowing 10 hits in 
three innings. She 

had 10 runs with 
four earned, one 
strikeout and two 

walks. Junior Av-
ery Wolfe pitched 

in the fourth inning and 
immediately forced two weak 

hits for easy outs. Monrovia had 
a couple errors that eventually 
JUHZ� LQWR� ¿YH� XQHDUQHG� UXQV��
Avery Wolfe allowed one hit 
and three walks.

)UHVKPDQ� +DUORZ� 7RROH� ¿Q-
ished the game pitching in the 
¿IWK� LQQLQJ�� DOORZLQJ� WZR� KLWV��
¿YH�UXQV�ZLWK�WZR�HDUQHG��WKUHH�
strikeouts and two walks. 

“We’re excited to see what 
she does for us,” Fough said. 
³,W� ZDV� KHU� ¿UVW� WLPH� RQ� WKH�
¿HOG��:H�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�JHW�WKRVH�
VKDNHV�DQG�EXJV�R൵�´
0RQURYLD� DOORZHG� ¿YH� UXQV�

LQ�HDFK�RI�WKH�¿UVW��WKLUG��IRXUWK�
DQG�¿IWK�LQQLQJ��7KH�VHFRQG�LQ-
ning, the Bulldogs were able to 
SXW�WKUHH�RXWV�WRJHWKHU��7KH�¿UVW�
out came from a hard line drive 
to Camryn Wolfe at shortstop. 
Secuskie walked and allowed a 
single. Camryn Wolfe caught a 
SRS�À\�WKHQ�VQDJJHG�D�JURXQGHU�

up the middle and threw to her 
VLVWHU��$YHU\�:ROIH��DW�¿UVW�EDVH�
for the third out.

“I have a couple transfers, and 
Camryn Wolfe is going to be a 
great newcomer to watch grow 
RQ�WKLV�¿HOG�´�)RXJK�VDLG�

SEASON OPENER
By Melissa Dillon
MCC Correspondent

Monrovia softball kicks off busy season 
against Shelbyville Monday evening

Monrovia freshman Harlow Toole gets her varsity debut in Monday’s home 
game with Shelbyville. (Melissa Dillon photo / MCC)

Martinsville senior quarterback AJ Reynolds is all smiles after signing his letter 
of intent to play football at Marian University last month in front of family, 
friends, coaches and teammates. Reynolds had a huge senior year and looks 
to improve his game at the next level. (Melissa Dillon photo / MCC)

Monrovia sophomore Sophia 
Ward gets under a high pop fly in 
Monday’s home game against Shel-
byville. (Melissa Dillon photo / MCC)

MOORESVILLE — Gone 
are the 11 seniors who led 
Mooresville’s baseball team 
to within an umpire’s call of 
winning the 2024 Class 4A 
baseball championship.

So gloom and doom and a 
rebuilding year on tap, right?

Not if you ask the man 
who would know — Pioneer 
coach Eric McGaha.

“I’m excited about getting 
back to teaching kids the 
skills,” McGaha said follow-
ing a preseason practice on 

a recent warm, sunny day. 
“They’re very coachable. It 
will be fun to see them grow 
and develop togeth-
er.”

There are just 
two seniors this 
season: Kaden 
Bruhn, who 
didn’t play a lot 
last season, and 
Orion Lucas, who 
moves up from 
the junior varsity.

“Our two seniors are out-
standing kids,” McGaha 
said. “They’re going to help 
us along.”

There’s more.

“Denny, Delp and 
DeVaughan are doing a 
good job leading us — the 
three D’s,” McGaha said 

of juniors 
Tyler Den-
ny, Hudson 
DeVaughan 
and Liam 
D e l p . 
“ W e ’ v e 
got Hudson 

DeVaughan 
going to Al-

abama or in the draft. 
They’re giving us all 
they’ve got. I couldn’t be

By Steve Page
MCC Corresponden

New Pioneers ready to go

SPEEDWAY — Paragon 
Speedway and the United States 
Auto Club.

It has been decades since those 
two entities have gone together in 
the same sentence.

But now, the 3/8-mile clay oval 
southwest of Martinsville will 
play host to the racecars from the 
Speedway-based United States 
Auto Club.

And not just once. Three times, 
beginning with Friday’s regu-
lar-season opener.

USAC’s National Sprint Car 
Series will join cars from the 
Midwest Mini Sprint Association 
for Friday’s show.  

“We got to sit down with them 
DQG� KDVK� LW� RXW�� ¿QDOO\�´� VDLG�
Cory Helton, who co-promotes 
Paragon with his father, Darrell. 
“We put some bad blood to the 
side. We’ll try to work with them 
a little more.”

Cory Helton and Josh Cun-
ningham, Paragon’s director of 
competition, joined the people 
from USAC for last Friday’s 
USAC Fan Fest at the group’s 
headquarters adjacent to the In-
dianapolis Motor Speedway. The 
event included visits with driv-
ers, games for children, prize 
giveaways, snacks, beverages 
and the USAC apparel trailer. 
Admission was free, but dona-
tions to RaceAid were accepted 
to assist members of the USAC 
racing community in need.

By Steve Page
MCC Correspondent

USAC 
comes 
back
Paragon’s regular 
season begins Friday  
with USAC partnership

By Melissa Dillon
MCC Correspondent

SEE MONROVIA | PAGE B2 SEE USAC | PAGE B2

SEE PIONEERS | PAGE B2

SEE REYNOLDS | PAGE B2

Pioneers work out in the batting cages during a preseason practice. (Steve Page photo / MCC)

Monrovia senior Tyllynn Secuskie 
starts in the circle in the Bulldogs’ 
opener against Shelbyville on Mon-
day. (Melissa Dillon photo / MCC)
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0RQURYLD� R൶FLDOO\�
started its season on Mon-
GD\�� EXW� LWV� VHFRQG� JDPH�
LVQ¶W�XQWLO�$SULO���DW�KRPH�
DJDLQVW� 7UL�:HVW�� 7KH�
%XOOGRJV� KLW� WKH� JURXQG�
UXQQLQJ�ZLWK�RQO\�D�GD\�RU�
WZR�R൵�HDFK�ZHHN�WKURXJK�
WKH�HQG�RI�0D\�
³:H� KDYH� IRXU� VHQLRUV��

.\OHL� 3DUNHU�� %DLOHH�
&DPSEHOO�� &DUO\H� 3DUNV�
DQG� 7\OO\QQ� 6HFXVNLH�´�
)RXJK� VDLG�� ³.\OHL� ZLOO�
KHOS� XV� LQ� WKH� UXQQLQJ�
JDPH��6KH�FDPH�EDFN��6KH�
GLGQ¶W� ZDQW� WR� SOD\� RU� EH�
RQ�WKH�¿HOG��EXW�VKH�HQMR\V�
EHLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� JLUOV� DQG�
UXQQLQJ��7\�LV�P\�VWDUWLQJ�
SLWFKHU�IURP�ODVW�\HDU��6KH�
ZDV� D� OLWWOH� URXJK� WRQLJKW�
RQ�WKH�ZHW�¿HOG��EXW�VKH¶OO�
JHW�LW�EDFN�WRJHWKHU�´

MONROVIA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

Monrovia sophomore Jocelyn Donitzen blocks a low pitch in 
Monday’s home game with Shelbyville. (Melissa Dillon photo / 
MCC)

³3DUDJRQ� KDV� EHHQ�
WDONLQJ� ZLWK� 86$&� IRU�
D� ZKLOH�´� QRWHG� 86$&�
PHGLD� UHODWLRQV� PDQDJHU�
5LFKLH� 0XUUD\�� ³:H¶YH�
KDG�D�ORW�RI�UDFHV�WRJHWK-
HU� RYHU� WKH� \HDUV�� 1RZ��
WKH\¶UH�EDFN�´
7KH� WZR� HQWLWLHV� ZLOO�

EH� WRJHWKHU� WZLFH� PRUH�
WKLV�VHDVRQ�²�-XQH���DQG�
6HSW�����
³:H�HQGHG�XS�JHWWLQJ�D�

6SHHGZHHN�PLGJHW�UDFH�´�
VDLG�&RU\�+HOWRQ�� ³/DZ-
UHQFHEXUJ�EDFNHG�RXW��VR�
ZH�WRRN�LW��,W¶V�JUHDW�WR�EH�
SDUW�RI�WKDW�ZHHN�´
86$&¶V� 0LGJHW� :HHN�

UXQV�IURP�-XQH������ZLWK�
3DUDJRQ� KRVWLQJ� WKH�
PLGJHWV� RQ� -XQH� ��� 7KH�
UHVW� RI� WKDW� VFKHGXOH� LQ-
FOXGHV�&LUFOH�&LW\�5DFH-
ZD\� RQ� 7UR\� $YHQXH��
RQ� ,QG\¶V� VRXWKHDVW� VLGH�
RQ� -XQH� ��� /LQFROQ� 3DUN�
6SHHGZD\�LQ�3XWQDPYLOOH�
RQ� -XQH� ��� %ORRPLQJWRQ�
6SHHGZD\�RQ�-XQH����7UL�
6WDWH�6SHHGZD\�LQ�+DXE-
VWDGW�RQ�-XQH����DQG�.R-
NRPR�6SHHGZD\�RQ�-XQH�
��
3DUDJRQ� ZLOO� DOVR� KRVW�

WKH�86$&�6SULQW�&DUV�RQ�
6HSW�����
³:H¶YH� EHHQ� ZRUNLQJ�

DW� LW�´� VDLG�&XQQLQJKDP��
³,W¶V� JRRG� WR� EH� KHUH��
:H� KDG� D� JRRG� UDFH� ODVW�
ZHHN��1RZ��ZH¶UH�JHWWLQJ�
UHDG\�IRU�QH[W�ZHHN�´
+H� ZDV� UHIHUULQJ� WR�

WKH� 1R�:D\� 2XW� ���� WKH�
WUDFN¶V� \HDUO\� SUHVHD-
VRQ� HYHQW�� 5DFH� RIIL-
FLDOV� PRYHG� LW� XS� D� GD\�
WR�0DUFK����WR�DYRLG�WKH�
UDLQV�WKDW�IROORZHG�RQ�WKH�
RULJLQDO�UDFH�GDWH��0DUFK�
���
7KH� 6HSW�� ��� 86$&�

6SULQW� &DU� UDFH�� WKH� )DOO�
%UDZO�� ZLOO� SD\� �������
WR�ZLQ��2Q� WKH� QH[W� GD\��
WKH� 0LGZHVW� 7KXQGHU�
VSULQW�FDUV�ZLOO�UDFH�IRU�D�
�������SXUVH�
7KRVH� DUH� DOO� SDUW� RI�

WKH� ���HYHQW� VHDVRQ�
3DUDJRQ� KDV� VFKHGXOHG��
0DQ\� RI� WKRVH� YDU\�� EXW�
DOO� DUH� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� ����
QRQ�ZLQJHG�VSULQW�FDUV�
7UDFN� RIILFLDOV� DUH� GR-

LQJ� WKHLU� EHVW� WR� PDNH�
HYHU\WKLQJ� DPHQDEOH� WR�

FRPSHWLWRUV� DQG� IDQV�
DOLNH�
³:H� SXW� LQ� ��� WUXFN-

ORDGV�RI� FOD\�\HVWHUGD\�´�
&RU\� +HOWRQ� QRWHG�� ³:H�
JRW� LW� SDFNHG� LQ�� 7KDW�
VKRXOG� PDNH� IRU� VRPH�
EHWWHU�UDFLQJ�´
%HJLQQLQJ�)ULGD\�
86$&� UXOHV�ZLOO�PDNH�

LW�D�EXV\�QLJKW�
³,I�������FDUV�DUH�LQ�DW-

WHQGDQFH�GXULQJ�DQ�HYHQW�
RQ� D� WUDFN� XQGHU� D� KDOI�
PLOH� LQ� OHQJWK�� IRXU� ����
KHDW� UDFHV� ZLOO� EH� KHOG�
ZLWK� WKH� WRS�ILYH����� ILQ-
LVKHUV� WUDQVIHUULQJ�RXW�RI�
HDFK�KHDW�´�WKH�UXOHV�VD\��
³,I� ��� FDUV� RU� OHVV� DUH�
LQ� DWWHQGDQFH� GXULQJ� DQ�

HYHQW� RQ� D� WUDFN� XQGHU� D�
KDOI�PLOH�LQ�OHQJWK��WKUHH�
���� KHDW� UDFHV� ZLOO� EH�
KHOG�ZLWK� WKH� WRS�VL[� ����
ILQLVKHUV� WUDQVIHUULQJ�RXW�
RI�HDFK�KHDW�´
(DFK� KHDW� UDFH�ZLOO� EH�

HLJKW�ODSV�
,I� WKHUH� DUH� HQRXJK�

FDUV�� WKHUH� ZLOO� EH� D� &�
0DLQ�� ZLWK� WKH� WRS� IRXU�
ILQLVKHUV� DGYDQFLQJ� WR�
WKH� ���ODS� VHPL� PDLQ��
7KH� ���ODS� PDLQ� HYHQW�
IROORZV�

USAC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

From left: Josh Cunningham, 
Paragon Speedway’s director 
of competition, and co-pro-
moter Cory Helton pause for 
pictures at the USAC office in 
Speedway last Friday. (Steve 
Page photo / MCC)

A sprint car is on display in the United States Auto Club lobby 
in Speedway last Friday. (Steve Page photo / MCC)

A visitor to the USAC Fan 
Fest last Friday checks out 
the gear in the official gear 
trailer in Speedway. (Steve 
Page photo / MCC)

KDSSLHU�ZLWK�KRZ�KDUG�WKH\¶UH�ZRUNLQJ�
³:H�KDYH�D�QHZFRPHU�LQ�&RQQRU�&UX]��

WKH� TXDUWHUEDFN�� %URG\� 0F*DKD� ²� WKLV�
LV�KLV�FKDQFH�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�KLV�FRDFKHV�´�WKH�
FRDFK�VDLG�RI�KLV�VRQ��³,�DOUHDG\�OLNH�KLP��
+H�KDV�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�EH�DWKOHWLF�´
0F*DKD� KDG� SHQFLOHG� D� OLQHXS� LQ� WKH�

GXJRXW� IRU� D� UHFHQW� SUDFWLFH�� 7KH� EDWWLQJ�
RUGHU�FDOOHG� IRU�'HOS�DW� VKRUWVWRS��'HQQ\�
LQ�FHQWHU�¿HOG��1DWH�'DLOH\�LQ�WKH�RXW¿HOG��
.RRSHU� 6KPLGW� DW� WKLUG� EDVH�� 6SHQFHU�
%RLVYHUW� FDWFKLQJ�� 'H9DXJKDQ� SLWFKLQJ��
&RQQRU� &UX]� SLWFKLQJ�� *UDQW� 0DUWLQ� DW�
¿UVW�EDVH�DQG�OHIW�KDQGHG�SLWFKLQJ��%UXKQ��
SLWFKLQJ�ULJKW�KDQGHG��DQG�$UFKHU�4XHU\�DW�
VHFRQG�EDVH�DQG�DYDLODEOH�DV�D�ULJKW�KDQG-
HG�SLWFKHU�
³:H� KDYH� UHWXUQLQJ� VWDUWHUV�´� 0F*DKD�

VDLG��³'HOS�SOD\V�VHFRQG�EDVH�DQG�FDQ�VOLGH�
RYHU�WR�SOD\�VKRUW��:H�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�\RXQJ�
SOD\HUV� ZKR� JHW� DORQJ� YHU\� ZHOO�� 7KH\�
KDYH� UHDOO\� JRRG� DWWLWXGHV��7KH\¶UH� HDJHU�
WR�GR�ZHOO�´
0F*DKD�LV�HDJHU�WR�VHH�WKHP�GR�ZHOO�
³,W¶V� D� QLFH� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� FRDFK� WKLV�

JURXS�´� KH� VDLG�� ³7KH\¶UH� H[FLWHG� WR� SXW�
WKHLU�VWDPS�RQ�WKLV�SURJUDP�´
/DVW�\HDU¶V�VHQLRUV�OHIW�TXLWH�D�VWDPS�RI�

WKHLU�RZQ�
0RRUHVYLOOH�ZRQ�DOO����RI�LWV�0LG�6WDWH�

JDPHV��WKHQ�SOD\HG�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�WKH�&ODVV�
�$� WLWOH� WLOW� DW�9LFWRU\� )LHOG�� 7KHUH�� DIWHU�
FDWFKHU�+RJDQ�'HQQ\� WKUHZ�DOO�RI�KLV� DO-
ORZDEOH�QXPEHU�RI�SLWFKHV��WKH\�ORVW�����WR�
/DNH�&HQWUDO�LQ�WKH���WK�LQQLQJ��7KDW�FDPH�
ZKHQ��ZLWK�D�����FRXQW�RQ�WKH�EDWWHU�� WZR�
RXWV�DQG�WKH�EDVHV�ORDGHG��WKH�KRPH�SODWH�

XPSLUH�GHFLGHG�WKDW�D�SLWFK�GRZQ�WKH�PLG-
GOH�RI�WKH�SODWH�ZDV�D�EDOO��DQG�WKDW�ZDV�LW��
0RRUHVYLOOH�¿QLVKHG�LWV�XQIRUJHWWDEOH�VHD-
VRQ�ZLWK�D������UHFRUG�
1RZ�� LW¶V� HDUO\� LQ� WKH� QHZ� VHDVRQ�� %XW�

0F*DKD� DOUHDG\� VHHV� ZKDW� KH� OLNHV� ZLWK�
KLV�QHZ�WHDP�
³:H¶YH�JRW�WR�WKURZ�TXDOLW\�VWULNHV�´�KH�

VDLG��³'HIHQVLYHO\��PDNH�WKH�URXWLQH�SOD\V��
:H¶YH�JRW�WR�SXW�WKH�EDOO�LQ�SOD\�ZLWK�WZR�
VWULNHV�
³,¶P�H[FLWHG��,�UHDOO\�OLNH�WKLV�WHDP��,�OLNH�

WKH�NLGV�´

Pioneers’ schedule
April 5: vs. Covenant Christian, 10 a.m.
April 8: at Martinsville, 6 p.m.
April 9: vs. Martinsville, 6 p.m.
April 15: at Decatur Central, 5:30 p.m.
April 16: vs. Decatur Central, 5:30.
April 19: vs. Hanover Central at Kokomo, 

10 a.m.
April 19: vs. Morgan Township at Koko-

mo, 2:30 p.m.
April 21: vs. Danville, 6 p.m.
April 22: at Perry Meridian, 6 p.m.
April 23: vs. Perry Meridian, 6 p.m.
April 24: vs. Southport, 6 p.m.

April 28: at Terre Haute South, 6 p.m.
May 5: at Cathedral, 5:30 p.m.
May 6: at Greenwood, 6 p.m.
May 7: vs. Greenwood, 6 p.m.
May 8: vs. Greenfield-Central, 6 p.m.
May 13: at Plainfield, 5:30.
May 14: vs. Plainfield, 5:30.
May 15: at Carmel, 6 p.m.
May 19: at Cascade, 5:30.
May 20: at Whiteland, 6 p.m.
May 21: vs. Whiteland, 6 p.m.
May 23: vs. Monrovia, 5 p.m.
May 24: at Lebanon, 11 a.m.
May 28-June 2: at Center Grove sectional, TBA.

PIONEERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

Mooresville baseball senior Orion Lucas is one 
of two playing for the Pioneers this year. Fel-
low senior Kaden Bruhn is not pictured. Steve 
Page photo / MCC)

During a preseason bunting contest, this batter puts down a bunt while a runner races to the 
plate. (Steve Page photo / MCC)

5H\QROGV� LV� WKH� VRQ� RI�
-LP� DQG� &U\VWDO� 5H\QROGV�
DQG� LV� XQGHFLGHG� RQ� KLV�
PDMRU� DW� 0DULDQ�� +H� VDLG�
KH¶V�JRLQJ�WR�SXUVXH�JHQHU-
DO� VWXGLHV� DQG� ¿JXUH� LW� RXW�
DIWHU�WKH�¿UVW�\HDU�
³,� ZDQW� WR� WKDQN� 0RP��

'DG� DQG� *RG�²� FDQ¶W� GR�
DQ\WKLQJ�ZLWKRXW�WKHP�´�KH�
VDLG�DW�ODVW�PRQWK¶V�VLJQLQJ�
³:H� ERWK� ZHQW� WR�0DUL-

DQ�´�&U\VWDO�5H\QROGV�VDLG��
³,W¶V�DZHVRPH��:H¶UH�SUHWW\�
SURXG� WKDW� KH� FKRVH�0DUL-
DQ�� :H� ERWK� HQMR\HG� RXU�
WLPH�WKHUH�DQG�ERWK�DWKOHWHV�

WKHUH� DV�ZHOO��:H� ORYH� WKH�
VFKRRO�� ,W¶V� ������ PLQXWHV�
IURP�0DUWLQVYLOOH�� ,W¶V� UHDO�
FORVH��
³$-�� KLV� ¿UVW� ZRUG� ZDV�

µEDOO¶��0RVW�NLG¶V�¿UVW�ZRUG�
LV�XVXDOO\�µPDPD¶�RU�µGDGD¶��
EXW� $-¶V� ¿UVW� ZRUG� ZDV�
µEDOO¶�� +H�ZDV� �� \HDUV� ROG�
ZKHQ�KH� ORRNHG�DW�PH�DQG�
VDLG�� µ0RPP\�� ,�ZDV� ERUQ�
WR� SOD\� IRRWEDOO�¶� +H� KDV�
EHOLHYHG� LW� ZLWK� KLV� ZKROH�
KHDUW�HYHU�VLQFH��+H¶V�EHHQ�
D� TXDUWHUEDFN� VLQFH� WKHQ��
+H¶V� DOZD\V� KDG� VXFK� D�
JUHDW�DUP��
³+H� ZDV� �� \HDUV� ROG�

ZKHQ� KH� WKUHZ� D� URFN� DQG�
VKDWWHUHG� P\� GLQLQJ� URRP�
GRRU�´

REYNOLDS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

RIGHT: Martinsville senior AJ Reynolds passes over his line to 
a receiver during the Oct. 18 home game against Plainfield. // 
FAR RIGHT: Martinsville senior AJ Reynolds (4) leads the run 
through the banner before Homecoming last October. (Nevaeh 
Dillon photos / MCC)

USAC Season Schedule
April 4: USAC sprint cars, 

Midwest Mini Sprint 
Association.

April 12: Midwest Thunder 
410s – 410 sprint cars, 
bombers, UMP super 
stocks, UMP hornets.

April 19: Marvin O’Neal Me-
morial – Northern All Star 
Late Models, bombers, 
modifieds, 305 Race-
savers, IMCA RaceSaver 
sprint cars.

April 26: Ticket to Tulsa 
Night 1 – 410 sprint, 
bombers, UMP super 
stocks, UMP hornets.

May 10: Amati 68: 34 laps, 
$6,800 to win; Ticket 
to Tulsa Night 2 – 410 
sprints, bombers, UMP su-
per stocks, UMP hornets.

May 17: Boss Sprints – Boss 
Buckeye Outlaw Sprint 
Series, modifieds, UMP 
super stocks, 305 Race-
savers, IMCA RaceSaver 
sprint cars.

May 24: Fan Appreciation 
Night, Ticket to Tulsa 
Night 3 – 410 sprints, 
bombers, UMP super 
stocks, UMP hornets, 
305 Racesavers, IMCA 
RaceSaver sprint cars.

May 31: Ticket to Tulsa Night 
4 – 410 sprints, bombers, 

USSA Mel Kenyon Midget 
Series, UMP super stocks, 
UMP hornets.

June 4: USAC Midget Week, 
410 sprint cars.

June 14: Roy Caruthers 
Memorial, Ticket to Tulsa 
Night 5 – 410 sprint cars, 
modifieds, Midwest 
Throwback Sprint Cars, 
UMP hornets.

June 21: POWRi 410 Outlaw 
winged sprints, 410 
sprints, bombers, UMP su-
per stocks, UMP hornets.

June 28: Fireworks Extrava-
ganza, Roller Randy Hor-
nets, Ticket to Tulsa Night 
6 – 410 sprints, bombers, 
UMP super stocks, UMP 
hornets.

July 12: Johnson Memorial, 
Ticket to Tulsa Night 
7 – 410 sprints, bombers, 
modifieds, USAC Speed2 
Eastern Midgets.

July 19: Midwest Thunder 
410s, Leon Gentry Memo-
rial – 410 sprints, bomb-
ers, UMP super stocks, 
305 Racesavers, IMCA 
RaceSaver sprint cars.

Aug. 9: Midwest Thunder 
410s, Allen Barr Memorial 
Hornet Rumble – 410 
sprints, modifieds, UMP 
hornets, 305 Racesavers, 
IMCA RaceSaver sprint 
cars.

Aug. 16: All-Star Circuit of 
Champions, Baily Hicks 
Memorial – Bombers, 
UMP super stocks, UMP 
hornets, All-Star Circuit of 
Champions sprint cars.

Aug. 23: Ticket to Tulsa Night 
8, MMSA – 410 sprints, 
bombers, modifieds, 
Midwest Mini Sprint 
Association.

Sept. 6: BOSS Sprint Heroes 
and Hornets Race for 
St. Jude – BOSS Buckeye 
Outlaw Sprint Series, 
bombers, UMP super 
stocks, UMP hornets.

Sept. 20: Open Wheel Ex-
travaganza, Ticket to Tulsa 
Night 9 – 410 sprints, All 
Star TQ Midgets, Midwest 
Throwback Sprint Cars, 
305 Racesavers, IMCA 
RaceSaver sprint cars.

Sept. 26: USAC Sprints Fall 
Brawl – USAC National 
Sprint Cars, UMP super 
stocks.

Sept. 27: Belle Sheppard 
Birthday Bash – 410 
sprints, bombers.

Oct. 4: Paragon Classic/
Champions Night, Ticket 
to Tulsa Finale – 410 
sprints, bombers, modi-
fieds, UMP super stocks, 
UMP hornets.
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Indiana has the greatest 
group of electric railway 
lines in the world, and Indi-
anapolis is the largest inter-
urban railway center in the 
United States. This is a dis-
tinction of which every Hoo-
sier should justly be proud. 
— Indianapolis Star, Nov. 4, 
1912

Today, all the talk is about 
electric transportation, but at 
the turn of the last century, 
the electric trolley opened 
up communities and a host 
of opportunities to the pop-
ulous. 

Morgan County played 
a key role in making that 
statement fact. Currently the 
Indiana Historical Society 
is holding an exhibit called, 
“The Electric Railway: Indi-
ana’s Interurbans.” 

The introduction of this 
mode of transportation 
changed the lives and land-
scape of Indiana. Second 
only to Ohio in rail mileage, 
Indiana boasted more than 
1,800 miles of interurban rail 
lines. 
7KH� ¿UVW� OLQH� LQ� ,QGLDQD�

opened in 1898 and ran from 
Anderson to Alexandria. We 
need to remember in 1898, 
the main means of transpor-
tation was by horse-drawn 
carriages and wagons. The 
roads were unpaved, and 
with that came all the chal-
lenges. 

We complain about pot-
holes today, but can you 
imagine in a long, wet spring 
what condition the roads 
were like? Thinking about 
traveling from Martinsville 
to Indianapolis would have 
been considered a long ar-
duous journey and not just a 
day trip. 

But with the new electric 
transport, people could now 
go from rough rides in all 
kinds of weather to riding 
in comfort in a fraction of 
time. The passenger car on 
an interurban was smaller 
than one of a conventional 
railway. The motorman sat 
in the front of the car making 
sure the trolley remained on 
the electric line. By 1904, 
Indianapolis had opened the 
Traction Terminal, which 
was widely acclaimed to be 
the largest and most impres-
sive interurban station in the 
world. The interurban was 
popular enough to be fea-
tured often on postcards of 
the area.

By 1911, these trolley lines 
had expanded to the country-
side, so now people in the 
more rural areas had access 
to dependable transportation. 

Have you ever wondered 
ZK\� %OXH� %OX൵� 5RDG� LV�
named the Johnny Wood-
en Interurban Parkway? In 
Johnny’s day, there were, 
of course, small community 
schools for the lower grades, 
but if you wished to attend 
high school, you had to trav-
el by some means to a larger 
town. 

Early in his high school 
days, Wooden’s family was 
still living at Centerton. It 
was just a short walk from 
his home to the interurban 
line, which he then rode to 
Martinsville to attend high 
school. During this time, 
Martinsville was booming 

with multiple sanitariums 
where people from all over 
the country came to “take 
the waters.” Interurban trans-
portation was a great asset to 
these establishments. 

The sanitariums such as 
the Highland and The Mar-
tinsville Sanitarium located 
in the north end of town were 
right on the line and passen-
gers could simply disembark 
the car and walk right to the 
sanitarium. Bethany Park 
was a busy destination at this 
time as well, and they bene-
¿WHG�JUHDWO\�IURP�EHLQJ�ULJKW�
along the line.

Prior to 1930, there were 
¿YH�GL൵HUHQW�FRPSDQLHV�RS-
erating lines in Indiana. With 
the exception of one, the rest 
all radiated from Indianap-
olis. In the case of Morgan 
County, Martinsville was the 
end of the Terre Haute Indi-
anapolis and Eastern Line. 
The others operating in Indi-
ana were the Union Traction 
Co., Interstate Public Ser-
vice, Indiana Service Corp., 
and Northern Indiana Power. 
In eastern Indiana, one line 
made connection with the 
Cincinnati and Lake Erie, 
which ran along U.S. 40 into 
Ohio.

The Terre Haute, Indianap-
olis and Eastern Traction Co. 
— or the T.H.I.&E., which 
serviced Morgan County — 
was the second-largest inter-
urban electric railway in In-
diana during the peak period 
for interurban travel of the 
1920s. 

This system included more 
than 400 miles of track and 
radiated east, northwest, 
west, and southwest from In-
dianapolis. 

The T.H.I.&E. was formed 
0DUFK����������E\�¿QDQFLHUV�
from four predecessor rail 
companies. The end result 
was a line that not only ser-
viced urban points but also 
traveled through farmlands 
and even into the coalmin-
ing region around Brazil. 
The line from Indianapolis 
to Crawfordsville was nick-
named the “Ben Hur Route” 
in honor of Crawfordsville 
author Lew Wallace’s fa-
mous novel.

These lines not only trans-
ported passengers but also 
freight in a network of 25 
interurban lines to points 
throughout Michigan, Ohio, 
northern Kentucky, into Chi-
cago as well as Indiana, and 
from connections in Ohio 
into Pennsylvania. There 
were, of course, still steam 
railways operating in these 
areas, and the interurban 
could help facilitate handling 
of the freight from steam rail 
into smaller towns and areas 
for distribution.

The Martinsville branch 
of the T.H.I.&E. was built in 

���������,W�ZDV�¿UVW�SODQQHG�
to extend to Bloomington, 
but the terrain of hills from 
KHUH� WR�%ORRPLQJWRQ�DQG�¿-
nances forced those plans to 
be abandoned. 

There was an announce-
ment upon its opening in The 
'DLO\�5HSRUWHU�WKDW�WKH�³¿UVW�
car leaves the new Terminal 
Station at Illinois and Market 
Street in Indianapolis at 5:30 
a.m. and continue every hour 
thereafter on the 20-minute 
mark until 6:30 p.m. The 
7:30 p.m. car runs only to 
Mooresville and the 8:30 car 
runs to Martinsville, and the 
next and last car leaves at 
11:30 p.m. running to Mar-
tinsville.” 

You can see with the fre-
quency of runs that the in-
terurban service not only 
D൵RUGHG� SDWURQV� RSSRUWXQL-
ties for traveling to shop and 
conduct business, but it also 
allowed people to have jobs 
outside the immediate area. 
7KH� VFKHGXOH� ZDV� PRGL¿HG�
when special events such as 
the Chautauqua were held in 
town, not to mention when 
basketball tournaments were 
in season — not only being 
used by spectators but out-
of-town teams even riding on 
the line. 

The end of the line — or for 

those in Morgan County, the 
starting point — began at the 
station on North Main Street 
WKHQ�PRYLQJ�DORQJ�%OXH�%OX൵�
Road and past where the IPL 
plant is today. The rail then 
moved on to Centerton, Beth-
any Park, Brooklyn and to 
Mooresville. Mooresville was 
considered the halfway point 
on route to the big smoke of 
Naptown. For the last leg, 
which followed along present 
and Old State Rd. 67, points 
serviced were West Newton, 
Friendswood, Camby, Valley 
0LOOV� DQG� 0D\ZRRG� ¿QDOO\�
coming into the station that 
was located where the down-
town bus station is located on 
West Market Street in India-
napolis.

The cars were divided into 
baggage, smoker and gener-
al passenger sections, with 
a seating capacity of about 
65. It was said at times it car-
ried as many as 110 to 155 
people. The stock cars and 
ÀDW� FDUV�ZHUH�XVHG� WR�PRYH�
freight. 

All was not always roses 
on the rail line though. In 
August of 1913, the interur-
ban union employees went 
on strike. Things became a 
bit aggressive in late August 
when electrical poles were 
VDZHG�R൵�DERXW�D�PLOH�QRUWK�

of Mooresville halting ser-
vice. 

At that time, the service 
had been running fewer cars 
having to rely on skeleton 
crews. This not only impaired 
passenger travel but also in-
terrupted delivery of goods 
as well. The Star newspaper 
was not delivered the day af-
ter the pole-cutting incident. 
Fellow union members from 
other lines began to go out in 
sympathy of their brethren 
of T.H.I.&E. At one point, 
a rock was even thrown at a 
passing car in Mooresville. 
7KH� VWULNH� ¿QDOO\� HQGHG� WKH�
¿UVW�SDUW�RI�1RYHPEHU������

The strike came on the 
heels of the devastation of 
WKH� ����� ÀRRG�� ZKLFK� RF-
curred on March 25, 1913. 
3RVW�ÀRRG� GDPDJH� ZDV� VR�
extensive that no car returned 
to Martinsville until April 27. 
The service did not resume 
its normal schedule until 
-XO\����7KH�ÀRRG�ORVVHV�DQG�
WKH�VWULNH�ZLHOGHG�TXLWH�D�¿-
nancial blow to an already 
struggling company. Em-
ployees of the line were not 
the only ones who caused a 
UXFNXV� RYHU� ¿QDQFLDO� ZRHV��
In the early fall of 1911 the 
T.H.I.&E. had a rate in-
crease. A meeting was orga-
nized and held in the Morgan 
County courthouse to reach 
out to the Vandalia Rail Co. 
to see if they would entertain 
R൵HULQJ�D�SDVVHQJHU�VHUYLFH��
The community of Moores-
ville was upset because the 
fares for short hauls from 
Mooresville to Friendswood 
had increased from 5 cents to 
a whopping 10 cents.

Those power poles were 
the lifeline of the operation. 
Snow and ice could cause 
WKH� OLQH� WR� JR� R൵� VFKHGXOH�
when ice would accumulate 
on the lines or the car might 
not be able to negotiate an in-
cline because of snow or ice 

on the tracks. A powerhouse 
was located at Maywood and 
provided electricity for the 
Mooresville area as well as 
the cars traveling from Indi-
anapolis to Martinsville from 
1902 to 1912. A powerhouse 
was then built at West 10th 
Street in Indianapolis, and 
the line was then supplied 
from substations. 

The frequency of cars 
moving through the area it-
self created some hazards. 
There were no crossing safe-
ty arms or warnings in place 
so accidents happened. Even 
with warning whistles on the 
train, there were dangerous 
encounters. 

By the summer of 1917 
there had been 10 deaths at 
two of the Centerton cross-
ings, with four deaths in one 
occurrence in 1912, not to 
mention the numbers of inju-
ries over the years. A serious 
accident in 1927 at a cross-
ing on Emerson Avenue in 
Indianapolis occurred when 
a truck carrying a group of 
people traveling to a barn 
dance was struck, killing 16 
and injuring 19.

The T.H.I.&E. was proba-
EO\�WKH�PRVW�¿QDQFLDOO\�ZHDN�
of the various lines operating 
in Indiana. Even during the 
prosperous 1920s, the line 
RSHUDWHG�DW�D�GH¿FLW��,I�QRW�IRU�
WKH� R൵VHW� E\� WKH� VDOH� RI� WKH�
power from its coal-generated 
power plants, it would have 
entered into bankruptcy be-
fore it did. The stock market 
crash in 1929 claimed many a 
business especially those on a 
ZHDN�¿QDQFLDO�IRRWLQJ��

The company went into 
Receivership in April 1930, 
with the last interurban car 
leaving Martinsville on Oct. 
31, 1930. 

If the service could have 
hung on, I see having been 
used a lot during World War 
II. By the 1930s, the condi-
tion of roads had improved, 
and the automobile was be-
ing the more common mode 
of transportation — thus end-
ed the availability of electric 
railway to Morgan County. 

If this article has spurred 
your interest, I suggest you 
visit the exhibit currently on 
display at the Indiana Histor-
ical Society in Indianapolis. 

The book, “Electric Indi-
ana: The Rise and Fall of the 
World’s Greatest Interurban 
Railway Center, 1893–1941 
(Railroads Past and Present)” 
by Carlos Arnold Schwantes, 
provides the history of all of 
the lines operated in Indiana. 

I always welcome your 
comments and encourage 
you so share them with me at 
historymusingsmcc@gmail.
com.

All aboard the Interurban

This old postcard depicts the Interurban station in Martinsville on North Main Street. (Courtesy image)

The Interurban railcar runs up the track alongside Highland Sanitarium in Martinsville in this 
era-specific postcard. (Courtesy image)

This map shows the various lines of the Terre Haute, Indianapolis & Eastern Traction Co. 
(T.H.I&E.T.) of Indiana, with the Martinsville line playing a key role. (Courtesy map)

The Johnny Wooden Interurban Parkway that now runs Blue 
Bluff Road marks the Interurban line Johnny rode to school 
from the family home in Centerton. (Courtesy photo)

The Traction Co.’s station was located where the downtown bus station 
is located on West Market Street in Indianapolis. (Courtesy image)

One of T.H.I&E.T’s railcars makes a stop at one of its many sta-
tions during its run in the early 20th century. (Courtesy photo)

The book, ‘Electric Indiana: The 
Rise and Fall of the World’s 
Greatest Interurban Railway 
Center, 1893–1941 (Railroads Past 
and Present)’ by Carlos Arnold 
Schwantes, provides the history 
of all of the lines operated in 
Indiana. (Courtesy image)

History Musings
ELLEN WILSON-PRUITT
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APRIL 1975 — Amy’s 
phobia is not uncom-
mon. But it can be 

explained in two ways. 
But don’t grow neurotic 

about a child’s unwashed 
hands, for very little germ 
infection can resist the acid 
in our gastric juices. Not the 
Cuban incident below!

CASE C-679: Amy T., 
aged 29, has a phobia.

“Dr. Crane,” her worried 
husband began, “Amy has 
become neurotic over dread 
of becoming infected with 
germs.

“She washes her hands ‘til 
they are raw. 

“And shuns dining at 
restaurants lest the silverware 
or dishes aren’t sterile. 

“Now she even rubs our 
upholstered furniture with 
a sponge dipped in Lysol or 
rubbing alcohol.
³$QG�VHHPV�WHUUL¿HG�WKDW�,�

might bring venereal germs 
into our home when I come 
EDFN�IURP�WKH�R൶FH�

“How can a person get 
cured of this germ phobia?”

Microphobia
“Microphobia” is the name 

given to Amy’s abnormal 

dread of germs. 
To a degree, moreover, it is 

praiseworthy and necessary 
in physicians, dental surgeons 
and their nurses. 
)RU�FRQWDPLQDWHG�¿QJHUV��

instruments and even hypo-
dermic needles can introduce 
germs under the skin or into 
UDZ�ÀHVK�

But Amy’s extreme terror 
of infection can be reduced in 
two ways.

First, she should realize 
that germs that enter by 
mouth are usually killed by 
the hydrochloric acid in our 
gastric juice.

Not only are venereal 
diseases but tuberculosis and 
typhoid germs are generally 
destroyed, especially if we 

eat protein meals. For protein 
makes the stomach secrete an 
extra amount of acid. 

During the Spanish-Amer-
ican War, two regiments 
of American soldiers had 
marched all afternoon across 
Cuba without food and water, 
arriving at a river campsite 
at dusk. 

The colonel of one reg-
iment let his men drink all 
the water they wished from 
the river, while the cooks 
prepared their pork and beans 
for supper. 

But the other colonel, 
though the soldiers grumbled 
angrily, refused to let them 
drink from the river ‘til they 
had eaten. 

Alas, the river was contam-
inated with typhoid germs.

And of those soldiers who 
had eaten before drinking the 
ULYHU�ZDWHU��RQO\�IRXU�RU�¿YH�
soldiers contracted typhoid.

But in the other regiment, 
several hundred took down 
with typhoid, because they 
drank on an empty stomach. 
Why?

Well, an empty stomach 
lets water go right on through 
into the intestines within a 
few minutes. 

So those typhoid germs 
didn’t stay in the empty 
stomachs long enough to get 
killed by gastric juice.

Besides, the soldiers who 
DWH�¿UVW�WKHQ�KDG�IXOO�VWRP-
achs, which absorbed the 
river water and held it mixed 
in their food for 
several hours. 

And the protein 
supper also caused 
an extra shower 
of hydrochloric 
acid, so the typhoid 
germs meanwhile 
were exposed to far 
more acid. 

If, therefore, you 
must drink from 
possibly contami-
nated wells or lakes 
and rivers, be sure 
you eat heartily 
FIRST! 

Before pasteur-
ization of milk oc-
curred, many people 
go tuberculosis of 
the intestines from 
infected milk.

But that was 
partly because they 
drank warm milk on 
an empty stomach 
or some of the curds 

encased TB germs and let 
them slip on through before 
the gastric juice dissolves 
such curds. 

Many germs can cause 
problems if rubbed into your 
eyes, or they can enter a 
VSOLW�OLS�RU�FXW�¿QJHU��EXW�QRW�

through whole skin! 

Dr. George W. Crane, 
based out of Hillsboro, Ind., 
was a syndicated columnist 
for more than 60 years in 
newspapers across the coun-
WU\��RৼHULQJ�SV\FKRORJLFDO�
advice to everyday people.

COLUMN & PUZZLES

Easy steps can be taken to alleviate ‘germ phobia’

This is a 
creamy, de-
licious and 

very easy tiramisu 
recipe made with 
FR൵HH�VRDNHG�
ODG\¿QJHUV��
sweet and creamy 
mascarpone, with 
cocoa powder 
dusted on top.

SUPER EASY 
TIRAMISU

Shelley’s Sweet Spot
SHELLEY SUTER

YOU’LL NEED 
• 8-by-8-inch dish
• Hand mixer

INGREDIENTS
•�� »์๗�FXSV�KHDY\�ZKLS-

ping cream
• 8 ounce container 

mascarpone cheese at 
room temperature
�� »์๘�FXS�JUDQXODWHG�

sugar
• 1 teaspoon vanilla 

extract
��� »์๗�FXSV�FROG�HVSUHV-

so, prepared
����7DEOHVSRRQV�FR൵HH�

ÀDYRUHG�OLTXHXU��RSWLRQDO�
(Kahlua or DaVinci 
brands)
����SDFNDJH�ODG\¿Q-

gers, Savoiardi brand 
can be found in the 
cookie aisle at your local 
grocery store, or online

• Cocoa powder for 
dusting the top

INSTRUCTIONS
• Add whipping cream 

to a mixing bowl and 
beat on medium speed 
with electric mixers (or 
use a stand mixer). 

• Slowly add sugar 
and vanilla and continue 
WR�EHDW�XQWLO�VWL൵�SHDNV��

• Add mascarpone 
cheese and fold in until 
combined. Set aside.
��$GG�FR൵HH�DQG�OL-

TXHXU�WR�D�VKDOORZ�ERZO��
'LS�WKH�ODG\¿QJHUV�LQ�
WKH�FR൵HH�²�GRQ¶W�VRDN�
WKHP�«�MXVW�TXLFNO\�GLS�
them on both sides to 
get them wet — and lay 
them in a single layer on 

the bottom of an 8-by-8-
inch or similar-sized pan. 

• Smooth half of the 
mascarpone mixture 
over the top. 

• Add another layer of 
GLSSHG�ODG\�¿QJHUV��

• Smooth remaining 
mascarpone cream over 
the top.

• Dust cocoa powder 
generously over the top 
�,�XVH�D�¿QH�PHVK�VWUDLQ-
er to do this). Refrigerate 
for at least 3-4 hours or 
up to overnight before 
serving.

will last in the refrig-
erator three or four days. 

NOTES
Alcohol: Tiramisu can 

be made with or without 
alcohol. This recipe 
FDOOV�IRU�FR൵HH�ÀDYRUHG�
OLTXHXU�EHFDXVH�,�OLNH�
that it enhances the 
FR൵HH�ÀDYRU��EXW�RWKHU�
options are marsala wine 
or brandy.  

Make Ahead Instruc-
tions: Tiramisu is even 
better when made in 
advance, allowing the 
ÀDYRUV�WR�EOHQG��,W�ZLOO�
keep in the refrigerator 
for 2 to 3 days.

Freezing Instructions: 
Make completely, but 
don’t dust with cocoa 
powder. Cover tightly 
with plastic wrap and 
then tinfoil, and freeze 
for up to 3 months. 
Thaw in the refrigerator 
overnight and dust with 
cocoa powder a few 
hours before serving.  

SUPER EASY TIRAMISU

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: DESSERTS
ACROSS
1. Like some champagnes

5. Undergarment
8. Dashboard acronym
11. Poison ivy woe
12. Took to court

ANSWERS:

13. Milan’s La ____
15. Afresh
16. Globes and such
17. SNL’s forté
18. *Ladyfingers+coffee liqueur
20. Grammy of sports
21. Jeweler’s unit
22. *Like walnuts on ice cream
23. *Thin Mint or Carmel deLite
26. *Apple dip
30. Nelson Mandela’s org.
31. Profoundness, pl.
34. Frost-covered
35. Ticket leftovers
37. Pathet ____
38. Lazybones
39. Samoan money
40. A in AU, Alabama
42. Heidi Samuel ___ Klum
43. Contaminating punch
45. Flammable anesthetics
47. a.k.a. acid
48. Military group
50. Jezebel’s deity
52. *Espresso+gelato
56. Forgo
57. Palo ____, CA
58. Sacred image
59. Southern cuisine pods
60. Show the guns
61. Small stream
62. “The Star-Spangled Banner” author
63. Toni Morrison’s “____ Baby”
64. Adeline or Addison, for short

DOWN
1. Troublesome child
2. Jasmine of “Aladdin,” e.g.
3. Olympic cast-out
4. Smack
5. Anatomical sac
6. Overthrow by argument
7. Marketing creations

8. Wild onion
9. Clever tactic
10. Spanish sea
12. Evening party
13. See-through
14. *Eggs+milk+sugar
19. Old ____, or unpopped popcorn kernels
22. Be, singular past tense
23. Uses a fishing reel
24. Like beer at a kegger (2 words)
25. Round openings
26. Cabbage, in France
27. “The House at Pooh Cor-

ner” author
28. African chieftain
29. Ancient Greeks’ harps
32. Socket counterpart
33. Bar bill
36. *Filo dough+nuts+honey
38. Book opener
40. Uniting conjunction
41. Robin Hood in Disney’s 

“Robin Hood” (2 words)
44. Keys
46. Mecca to Medina exodus
48. Type of lily
49. Happily ever when?
50. *Make Alaska
51. Gossamer
53. Vinegar or lemon juice, to a chef
54. Communicated
55. James Bond’s “For Your Eyes ____”
56. Asian cuisine pan
57. Astern

The Worry Clinic
DR. GEORGE W. CRANE
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I am reminded of a story I once 
read, called “One Person Can 
0DNH�D�'L൵HUHQFH�´�/HW�PH�VKDUH�
LW�ZLWK�\RX�

One morning just before dawn, 
a man woke early so he could 
watch the sunrise over the ocean. 
As he walked along the beach, 
he came across a young girl who 
seemed to be doing something 
peculiar. She was picking up 
VWDU¿VK�DQG�WKURZLQJ�WKHP�LQWR�
the sea, one after another. He 
asked her what she was doing. 

The tide washes up all these 
VWDU¿VK�DQG�WKH\�FDQQRW�JHW�EDFN�
by themselves, she said. 

“They will die in the sun if I 
don’t throw them back into the 
water.”

The man looked up and down 
the beach at the thousands of 
VWDU¿VK��

He could not help telling her, 
“But there are too many star-
¿VK�WR�VDYH�EHIRUH�VXQULVH��:K\�
bother? You won’t make much of 
D�GLৼHUHQFH�´

She paused for a moment, then 
SLFNHG�XS�DQRWKHU�VWDU¿VK�DQG�
threw it as far as her slender arm 
could manage. 
:LWK�D�VDWLV¿HG�JULQ��VKH�

turned to the man and simply 
VDLG��³,�PDGH�D�GLৼHUHQFH�WR�WKDW�
one.”  

The man stood in silence, 
considering the girl’s youthful 
wisdom. Then with a smile of his 
own, he reached down for a star-
¿VK��DQG�WRVVHG�LW�LQWR�WKH�VHD�

,�KRSH�WKLV�VWRU\�VSHDNV�WR�\RXU�

KHDUW�DV�LW�KDV�PLQH��
,�ZDV�LQWURGXFHG�WR�LW�WKURXJK�

WKH�&$6$��FRXUW�DSSRLQWHG�
VSHFLDO�DGYRFDWHV��SURJUDP�KHUH�
LQ�0RUJDQ�&RXQW\��,�ZDV�D�&$6$�
IRU����\HDUV�KHUH�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��
'XULQJ�WKRVH�\HDUV��,�OHDUQHG�

VR�PXFK�DERXW�WKH�PDQ\�FKLOGUHQ�
LQ�WKLV�DQG�RWKHU�FRXQWLHV�WKDW�
QHHG�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�DQG�IDPLOLHV�
GHVSHUDWHO\�LQ�QHHG�RI�JXLGDQFH�
DQG�GLUHFWLRQ��7KH\�QHHG�WKH�QHZ�
EHJLQQLQJ�WKLV�SURJUDP�SURYLGHV�
WR�WKRVH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�JLYH�RI�WKHP�
VHOYHV�
,�VDZ�PDQ\�OLYHV�FKDQJHG��DQG�

PDQ\�FKLOGUHQ�SODFHG�LQ�VDIH��
VHFXUH�HQYLURQPHQWV�ZLWK�ORYH�
DQG�KRSH��,�VDZ�PDQ\�IDPLOLHV�
UHVWRUHG�DQG�JLYHQ�KHOS�DQG�
GLUHFWLRQ��*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�DQG�LV�
VWLOO�JLYLQJ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�ZKR�
ZDQW�WR�PDNH�D�GL൵HUHQFH�DQ�
RSSRUWXQLW\��

/LNH�WKHVH�VWDU¿VK��WKHVH�FKLO�
dren and families need a second 
FKDQFH�DQG�KRSH�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��
7KH�&$6$�GRRU�LV�RSHQ�IRU�PHQ�
DQG�ZRPHQ�WR�EHFRPH�DGYRFDWHV�
WR�WKH�FRXUWV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�
IDPLOLHV�LQ�QHHG�RI�D�QHZ�EHJLQ�
QLQJ��7KH�RSSRUWXQLW\�LV�DYDLODEOH�
KHUH�LQ�0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�DQG�RWKHU�
FRXQWLHV�LQ�RXU�VWDWH��
,�PHQWLRQ�WKLV�EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�VR�

EOHVVHG�ZLWK�WKH�OLYHV�WKDW�ZHUH�
WRXFKHG�DQG�WUDQVIRUPHG�EHFDXVH�
VRPHRQH�FDUHG�DQG�EHFDPH�
LQYROYHG�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��KHOSLQJ�
WKHP�SLFN�XS�WKH�SLHFHV�DQG�¿QG�
ZD\V�WR�EH�IUHH�WR�ORYH�DQG�FDUH�
IRU�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�
7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�ZD\V�ZH�FDQ�

VHUYH�DQG�KHOS�WKHVH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�
IDPLOLHV��VXFK�DV�VHUYLQJ�LQ�VRFLDO�
VHUYLFHV��VHUYLQJ�LQ�FKLOGUHQ¶V�
PLQLVWU\�WKURXJK�\RXU�FKXUFK�DQG�
RWKHU�PLQLVWULHV�OLNH�:HHNGD\�

5HOLJLRXV�(GXFDWLRQ��RU�PD\EH�
D�%LEOH�&OXE�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�
LQ�\RXU�EDFN\DUG��*RG�LV�FDOO�
LQJ�XV�WR�PDNH�D�GL൵HUHQFH�LQ�
WKHVH�FKLOGUHQ¶V�OLYHV�DQG�WR�VHH�
IDPLOLHV�XQL¿HG��*RG�LV�FDOOLQJ�
XV�DQG�JLYLQJ�XV�WKH�ZLVGRP�DQG�
GLUHFWLRQ�ZH�QHHG�WR�WRXFK�WKH�
OLYHV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�ORVW�WKHLU�
ZD\��:H�FDQ�PDNH�D�GL൵HUHQFH��
,�VWLOO�UHFHLYH�OHWWHUV�IURP�WKRVH�

,�KDG�WKH�SULYLOHJH�RI�VHUYLQJ��
WKDQNLQJ�PH�IRU�P\�SDUW�LQ�KHOS�
LQJ�WKHP�
-HVXV�ZDV�DOO�DERXW�KHOSLQJ�

SHRSOH�KDYH�IDLWK��FRXUDJH�DQG�
ORYH��+H�ZDV�D�JUHDW�WHDFKHU��
DOZD\V�UHDG\�WR�KHDO��FOHDQVH��
IRUJLYH�DQG�PDNH�D�GL൵HUHQFH�
LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKRVH�LQ�QHHG��+H�
KHDOHG�WKH�VLFN��DQG�KH�IRUJDYH�
WKHLU�VLQV�DQG�OHG�WKHP�WR�D�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KLP�WKDW�ZRXOG�
UHOHDVH�WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�+RO\�
6SLULW�WR�ZRUN�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��,W�ZDV�
QRW�DQ�HDV\�PLQLVWU\�IRU�-HVXV��
DQG�LW�ZRQ¶W�EH�HDV\�IRU�XV��%XW�
ZH�FDQ�EH�VXUH�+H�ZLOO�ZDON�EH�
VLGH�XV�DQG�JXLGH�XV�HYHU\�VWHS�RI�
WKH�ZD\��MXVW�DV�*RG�ZDV�DOZD\V�
EHVLGH�KLP�
2QH�OHVVRQ�ZH�WHDFK�LQ�:HHN�

GD\�LV�IRXQG�LQ�0DUN����������
2QH�GD\��-HVXV�HQWHUHG�&DSHU�

QDXP��7KH�SHRSOH�KHDUG�WKDW�KH�
KDG�FRPH��7KH\�JDWKHUHG�LQ�VXFK�
D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�
QRW�HQRXJK�URRP�OHIW��QRW�HYHQ�
RXWVLGH�WKH�GRRU��DV�KH�SUHDFKHG�
WKH�:RUG�WR�WKHP��6RPH�PHQ�
FDPH�EULQJLQJ�WR�KLP�D�SDUDO\]HG�
PDQ��FDUULHG�E\�IRXU�RI�WKHP��
6LQFH�WKH\�FRXOG�QRW�JHW�KLP�WR�
-HVXV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�FURZG��WKH\�
PDGH�DQ�RSHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�URRI�RI�
WKH�KRXVH�DERYH�-HVXV�E\�GLJJLQJ�
WKURXJK�LW�WKHQ�ORZHUHG�WKH�PDW�
WKH�PDQ�ZDV�O\LQJ�RQ��

:KHQ�-HVXV�VDZ�WKHLU�IDLWK��KH�
VDLG�WR�WKH�SDUDO\]HG�PDQ��³6RQ��
\RXU�VLQV�DUH�IRUJLYHQ�´�
6RPH�RI�WKH�WHDFKHUV�RI�WKH�ODZ�

ZHUH�WKLQNLQJ��³:KR�FDQ�IRUJLYH�
VLQV�EXW�*RG�DORQH"´�
-HVXV�NQHZ�ZKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�

WKLQNLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�KHDUWV��DQG�KH�
VDLG�WR�WKHP��³:KLFK�LV�HDVLHU�WR�
VD\�WR�WKLV�PDQ��µ<RXU�VLQV�DUH�
IRUJLYHQ�¶�RU�WR�VD\��µ*HW�XS��WDNH�
XS�\RXU�PDW�DQG�ZDON¶"´�
-HVXV�ZDQWHG�WKHP�WR�NQRZ�

WKDW�WKH�6RQ�RI�0DQ�KDV�DXWKRULW\�
RQ�HDUWK�WR�IRUJLYH�VLQV��
6R��KH�VDLG�WR�WKH�PDQ��³,�WHOO�

\RX�WDNH�XS�\RXU�PDW�DQG�JR�
KRPH�´�7KH�PDQ�WRRN�XS�KLV�
PDW�DQG�ZDONHG�RXW�DV�WKH\�DOO�
ZDWFKHG��
*RG�VWLOO�KHDOV�DQG�+H�VWLOO�

WUDQVIRUPV�OLYHV��:H�VHH�WKH�ORYH�
RI�WKHVH�IRXU�PHQ�ZKR�FDUULHG�
WKHLU�IULHQG�WR�-HVXV��7KH\�ZHUH�
HYHQ�WDNLQJ�KLP�WKURXJK�WKH�URRI�
WR�SURYH�WKH\�ZHUH�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�
VHH�WKHLU�IULHQG�KHDOHG�ZKDWHYHU�
WKH�FRVW�RU�ZRUN�LQYROYHG��-HVXV�
VDZ�WKHLU�JUHDW�IDLWK�DQG�KHDOHG�
WKHLU�IULHQG�
*RG�KDV�FDOOHG�XV�WR�PDNH�D�

GL൵HUHQFH�WR�EH�XVHG�WR�KHOS�RWK�
HUV�²�WR�JLYH�RI�RXUVHOYHV��RXU�
WLPH��DQG�ZRUN�WR�EH�-HVXV¶�KDQGV�
DQG�IHHW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�KHOS�
WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�ORVW�WKHLU�ZD\��
&KRRVH�WR�PDNH�D�GL൵HUHQFH��/HW�
-HVXV¶�ORYH�VKLQH�WKURXJK�\RX�DV�
\RX�HQFRXUDJH�\RXU�QHLJKERUV��
VHUYH�\RXU�FKXUFK��FRPPXQLW\�
DQG�IDPLO\��
/HW�\RXU�IDLWK�EH�D�EHDFRQ�WR�D�

ZRUOG�LQ�QHHG�

Contact us at Morgan County 
6FKRROV�RI�:HHNGD\�5HOLJLRXV�
Education, P.O. Box 1285, Mar-
tinsville, IN 46151.

Be a beacon of God’s love
By Mickey Elliott
Weekday Religious Education

Church DirectoryChurch Directory
Alaska Christian Church • 7230 Lewisville Road, 
Quincy • 317-383-6300 • Facebook: Alaska Christian 
Church • alaskaorgan@gmail.com • Pastor Mike Wall 
• Sunday blended worship 11 a.m., as well as kids 
worship/nursery 

Centennial Christian Church • 1510 Centennial Road, 
Martinsville • martinsvilleccc@gmail.com • Interim 
Pastor Keenan Steinway • Sunday service at 10:30 
a.m.

Good Shepherd Baptist Church • 1150 State Road 144, 
Mooresville • 317-831-1279 • gsbcindy.com • info@
gsbcindy.com • Pastor Brandon Sichting • Sunday 
School at 9:15 a.m., morning worship at 10:30 a.m., 
evening worship at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study at 11 a.m., small groups at 7 p.m. 

Prince of Peace Lutheran • 3496 E. Morgan St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-2004 • popmartinsville.org 
• popchurchlcms@hotmail.com • Pastor Nathan 
Janssen • Sundays at 9 a.m., Wednesdays at noon

River Valley Christian Church • 4295 Egbert Road, 
Martinsville • 765-349-2700 or 765-318-2741 • river-
valleychristianchurch.com • kevinable@rivervalley-
christianchurch.com • Kevin Able • Sunday worship 
at 10 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday adult bible study at 10 a.m.

Spirit of Life Church • 189 W. Indiana St., Mar-
tinsville • 765-342-8123 • slcmartinsville.org • 
slcstudentministries@gmail.com • Pastor Kenny 
Collier • Sunday Service with Kids Classes at 10 
a.m., Sunday Youth Group at 6 p.m., Monday Bible 
Studies 6:30 p.m.

Zion’s Hill Baptist Church • 5050 Turkey Track Road, 
Martinsville • 765-349-3862 • zionshillbc.com • 
church.zionshill@gmail.com • Pastor Warner Swopes 
• Sunday service 9:30 a.m., Sunday School/Connec-
tion Groups follow service.  

Morgan Street Church of Christ • 540 E. Morgan St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-6027 • morganstreetchur-
chofchrist.com • davidknoy@att.net • Pastor Robert 
Hawkins • Sunday Bible study 9:30 a.m., Sunday 
service at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

St. Martin of Tours Catholic Church • 1720 E. Harri-
son St., Martinsville • 765-342-6379 • stmtours.org • 
parishoffice@stmtours.org • Rev. Stephen Giannini 
• Saturday confession at 3 p.m., Mass at 4 p.m.; 
Sunday Mass at 10 a.m.; Tuesday and Thursday 
Mass at 8:10 a.m. Check website for Holy Days of 
Obligation.

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church • 1109 E. Morgan St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-1682 • stmarysmartinsville.
com • stmarys1109@gmail.com • Rev. Todd Kissam • 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

First Methodist Church of Martinsville • 3150 Myra 
Lane, Martinsville • 765-342-3558 • fmcmartinsville.
org • office@fmcmartinsville.org • Pastor David 
Ballinger • Sunday service at 9 a.m.

First Baptist Church • 1109 E. Columbus St., Mar-
tinsville • 765-342-3616 • firstbaptistmartinsville.
org • fbcmart@sbcglobal.net • Pastor John Maples • 
Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. 

Paragon Christian Church • 290 Main St., Paragon 
• 765-537-2683 • Facebook: Paragon Christian • 
paragon.christian.church@gmail.com • Pastor Luke 
Jackson • Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

Life of Love MC • 265 Morton Ave., Martinsville • 765-
341-9466 • lol-mc.com • lolmc@gmail.com • Jason and 
Shelly Abney • Sunday prayer at 10 a.m., service at 11 
a.m., Wednesday service at 7 p.m.

Gospel Lighthouse Assembly • 340 Hoosier St., 
Morgantown • 865-253-4109 • f.criswell112@att.net • 
Rev. Frank Criswell • Sunday at 10 a.m., Wednesday 
at 6 p.m. 

Monrovia Christian Church • 710 Gordon Road, Monro-
via • 317-996-2812 • monroviacc.org • mccoffice@ccrtc.
com • Pastor Richard Dickison • Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church • 240 E. Washington St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-3282 • fpcmartinsivlle.org 
• office@fpcmartinsville.org • Rev. John Erickson • 
Sunday at 10 a.m. 

Hoosier Harvest Church • 4085 Leonard Road, 
Martinsville • 765-349-0552 • hhchurch.com • Susie@
hhchurch.com • Pastor Chris Page • Sunday at 10 a.m.

Grace Church Camby • 4172 E. Allison Road, Camby 
• 317-831-0798 • discovergrace.net • info@discover-
grace.net • Sunday at 9:30 and 11 a.m.

Zion’s Hill Baptist Church • 5050 Turkey Track Road, 
Martinsville • 765-349-3862 • zionshillbc.com • 
church.zionshill@gmail.com • Pastor Warner Swopes 
• Sunday at 9:30 a.m. followed by Sunday School.

New View Community Church (nondenom) • 4265 
Wilbur Road, Martinsville • newviewcc.com • info@
newviewcc.com • Pastor Brian Fleener • Sunday 
School at 9:45 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m., Wednes-
day at 6 p.m.

Olive Christian Church • 1967 N. Olive Church Road, 
Paragon • 765-537-2415 • Facebook.com/olivechris-
tianchurch.in • Pastor Kurt Berger • Sunday service 
at 9:30 a.m., Sunday School at 11 a.m.

Hynsdale Christian Church • 1067 Old St. Rd. 67, 
Martinsville • annievv@peoplepc.com • Pastor Susan 
Hanscom • Sunday service at 10 a.m.

Church of Christ • 800 S. Crawford St., Martinsville 
• martinsvillecoc.org • churchofchristelders@gmail.
com • Sundays at 10 a.m., Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Martinsville Church of the Firstborn • 2032 Ind. 
252, Martinsville • 765-342-4565 • mcotf252@gmail.
com • Pastor Max Piercefield • Sunday service and 
children’s church at 10 a.m.

Whitaker Baptist Church • 3490 S. Lingle Road, 
Paragon • 812-879-4498 • whitakerbaptistvbs@gmail.
com • Pastor Charles Tinsley • Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m., service at 10:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible study 
at 7 p.m.

M1 Church of the Nazarene • 1609 John R. Wooden 
Drive, Martinsville • 765-342-2269 • m1nazarene.org 
• Pastor Jeff Floyd • Sunday School at 9 a.m., service 
at 10 a.m., Wednesday youth/kids at 6:30 p.m., Bible 
study at 7 p.m.

Mt. Gilead Church • 6019 E. Ind. 144, Mooresville • 
317-831-1900 • mgchurch.org • Senior Minister Jeff 
Faull • Sunday services at 9 and 10:30 a.m. 

Brooklyn Christian Church • 7 S. Church St., Brooklyn 
• 317-840-8789 • Pastor Doug Burns • dburnsnavy@
gmail.com • Sunday service at 10:40 a.m.

Eastview Christian Church • 2745 Old Morgantown 
Road, Martinsville • 765-342-4483 • ecc@eastview-
christianchurch.org • eastviewchristianchurch.org • 
Senior minister Nathan Crowe • Sunday school at 9 
a.m., service at 10 a.m. 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) • 525 
N. Indiana St., Mooresville • 317-831-2777 • firstc-
cmooresville.org • office@firstccmooresville.org • 
Pastor Glenda Survance • Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

Faith Missionary Church • 1895 St. Rd. 44, Martins-
ville • 765-342-2228 • myfaithchurch.org • info@
myfaithchurch.org • Pastor Matt Tucker • Sundays at 
10 a.m. with nursery and children’s services. 

First Christian Church of Martinsville (Disciples of 
Christ) • 89 S. Main St., Martinsville • 765-342-3461 
• fccmartinsville.org • Facebook: First Christian 
Church of Martinsville, Indiana • Rev. Roxie McNel-
ly • Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. (previous week’s 
sermon on 102.3 WCBK at 9:30 a.m.); discipleship 
classes at 10:30 a.m. 

Liberty Christian Church • 2010 Liberty Church Road, 
Martinsville • 765-342-8519 • office@lccmartinsville.
com • lccmartinsville.com • Pastor Dewayne Lieb-
randt • Sunday service at 9 a.m., Sunday School at 
10:15 a.m. and contemporary service at 6:30 p.m.

Life Pointe Community Church • 825 N. Indiana St., 
Mooresville • 317-831-0659 • lpcommunity.com • 
medens@lpcommunity.org • Pastor Jeff Thomas • 
Sunday service with kids programming at 10:30 a.m. 

Mooresville Friends Church • 50 N. Monroe St., 
Mooresville • 317-831-2800 • mooresvillefriends.net 
• mooresvillefriends@att.net • Pastor Stan Banker, 
Presiding Clerk of Meeting John Heshelman • Sunday 
service at 10:30 a.m.

New Life Community Wesleyan Church • 4356 E. Ind. 
144, Mooresville • 317-372-7757 • nlcw-church.com • 
info@nlcw-church.com • Pastor Michael Linville II • 
Sunday service at 10:30 a.m. 

Mooresville Free Methodist Church • 20 Star Lane, 
Mooresville • 317-831-3874 • mooresvillefmchurch.
org • mooresvillefmc.pastor@gmail.com • Pastor Jon 
Stemerick • Sunday service at 10 a.m. with dough-
nuts and coffee at 9:30 a.m., Wednesday prayer 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

Mooresville First United Methodist • 900 Indianap-
olis Road, Mooresville •  317-831-3376 • Mooresville-
FUMC.org • Rev. Dr. Amber Karkosky-Litten • Blended 
Sunday worship at 9:15 a.m. 

Pleasant Grove Christian Church • 6605 Maple Grove 
Road, Martinsville • 765-342-6277 • Pastor Jim Land • 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m. 

St. Thomas More Church • 1200 N. Indiana St., 
Mooresville • 317-831-4142 • stm-church.org • pwe-
ber@stm-church.org • Father Jude Meril Sahayam • 
Saturday at 5:30 p.m., Sunday at 10:45 a.m. 

Eminence Baptist Church • Intersection of Ind. 42 
and 142 • 812-829-6358 • “First Baptist Church of 
Eminence Indiana” on Facebook • Pastor Billy G. 
Williams • Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., worship at 
10:30 a.m., Tuesday Bible study at 6 p.m. (carry-in 
dinner at 5:30 p.m.) 

New Life Baptist Church – Brooklyn • 8020 N. Old 
State Road 67, Mooresville • 317-831-5857 • pastor@
nlbc-mooresville.com • Sunday school at 10 a.m., ser-
vice at 11 a.m., evening service at 6 p.m., Wednesday 
services at 7 p.m. 

Five Points Baptist Church • 5596 E. Ind. 144, 
Mooresville • 317-831-5090 • fivepointsbaptist.net • 
Pastor Tony Gearlds • Sunday service at 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. 

Martinsville First Evangelical Methodist Church • 60 
W. Douglas St., Martinsville • martinsville1stemc@
gmail.com • Pastor Travis Fleener • Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m., service at 10:40 p.m., evening service at 6 
p.m., Wednesday at 7 p.m.  

Samaria Baptist Church • 10851 Baseline Road, 
Paragon • Interim Pastor Tim Cooper • tamerahick@
sbcglobal.net • Sunday school at 9:30 a.m., service at 
10:30 a.m.  

Community Church of Mooresville  • 61 W Harrison 
St, Mooresville • 317-831-7554 • www.ccmooresville.
com • elders.ccom@gmail.com • Randy Weddle • 
Sunday service at 11:15 a.m. 

Paragon Bible Baptist Church • 269 W. Union St. • 
paragonbiblebaptist@gmail.com • Sunday services 
at 10:40 a.m. and 6 p.m., Wednesday Bible Study at 
6:30 p.m. 

Abounding Worship Center • 1795 Centerton Road, 
Martinsville • 317-831-1084 • Pastor Ken Hayden • 
Sunday service at 10:30 a.m., Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

Martinsville Baptist Tabernacle • 2189 Burton Lane, 
Martinsville • 765-342-0501 • mbttcm.org/mbt • info@
mbttcm.org • Pastor David Zempel • Sunday School 
at 9:30 a.m., services at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.

Holy Trinity Reformed Church • 7542 E. Landersdale 
Road, Camby • 912-978-0279 • reformedholytrinity.
org • reformedholytrinity@gmail.com • Pastor James 
Brown Jr. • Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., worship at 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday prayer at 7 p.m.

Life Line Baptist Church • 13387 N Slideoff Road, 
Camby • 317-856-1112 • lifelinebaptist.net • pastor@
lifelinebaptist.net • Tim Lindsey, II • Sunday School at 
9.30 a.m., worship at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wednes-
days at 6.30 p.m.

First Christian Church of Morgantown • 2717 S. 
Morgantown Road in Morgantown • 812-597-0336 • 
fccmorgantown.org • shelley@fccmorgantown.org • 
Senior Pastor Burt Brock • Sunday service at  9 a.m. 
in person and on FB live

Gasburg Baptist Church • 11564 N. Gasburg Road 
• 3179962112 • Gasburgbaptistchurch.com • Info@
gasburgbaptistchurch.com • Interim Pastor Mike 
Vauters • Sunday service at 10:15 a.m. 

Mt. Pleasant Christian Church of Hall • 5830 W. Hurt 
Road • Pastor Randy Weddle • mpccpastor.randy@
yahoo.com • Sundays at 10 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study at 6:30 p.m.

INFORMATION
Get your church added to the directory by 
visiting tinyurl.com/mccchurch.

Sponsor the directory. Contact ads@morgan 
countycorrespondent.com or 317-989-6045.
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MORGAN COUNTY  
CORRESPONDENT  

ACCEPTANCE POLICY

Any advertising, print or mail job or pro-
motional product offered by a person to 
an employee or agent of the newspaper 
is subject to final acceptance by the Pub-
lisher at any time prior to publication or 
distribution.

The Publisher reserves the right to refund 
any money paid, to reject any offer to ad-
vertise or to cancel any advertisement, 
print, mail or promotional job. 

Abbreviations, copy and entire ads are 
subject to final approval of the Publisher 
or his agent and the newspaper reserves 
the right to revise or reject advertisement 
or any portion thereof which is deemed 
objectionable or opposed to public policy 

or the policy of this newspaper. The right 
to classify ads is also reserved.

GREGG TOWNSHIP
OPEN POSITION
A position is open on the Gregg Town-
ship Advisory Board. Must be a resident 
of Gregg Township to apply. Contact 
Carole Snyder at 317-410-0375 by April 
8, 2025

MARTINSVILLE
YARD SALE
Indoor Yard Sale, Saturday, April 12  8am-
3pm at the Morgan County Fairgrounds, 
1749 Hospital Drive. Booth space available. 
317-682-7062. Call A benefit for the Mor-
gan County Extension Homemakers Schol-
arship Program. Lunch available.

WAVERLY
EVENT
Military Collectors Show, April 12, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at Masonic Hall, 8310 Waverly Road 
in Waverly. 317-400-1681.

INDIANA CLASSIFIED  
ADVERTISING NETWORK

ADVERTISERS: You can place a 25-word classi-
fied ad in more than 140 newspapers across the 
state for as little as $340.00 with one order and 
paying with one check through ICAN, Indiana 
Classified Advertising Network.  For Informa-
tion contact the classified department of your 
local newspaper or call ICAN direct at Hoosier 
State Press Association, (317) 803-4772.

DOGS, PETS OR LIVESTOCK
If veterinary care is unavailable or unafford-
able, ask for Happy Jack® animal healthcare 

products for cats, dogs, & horses. At Tractor 
Supply®.

FOR SALE - SERVICES & MISCELLANEOUS
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nation-
wide coverage as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees and activation is 
free. All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-572-5165
 
Prepare for power outages with Briggs & Strat-
ton® PowerProtect(TM) standby generators - the 
most powerful home standby generators avail-
able. Industry-leading comprehensive warranty 

- 7 years ($849 value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A. 
Call Briggs & Stratton 1-877-798-0270.
 
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on 
your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first 
three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-885-8931
 
FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care for you 
and get paid! Paid by Medicaid. Choose family 
or friends as your paid caregiver. Check your 
eligibility today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-844-
563-4012

TAKE OUT A  
CLASSIFIED AD AND  

LET THE WORLD KNOW!
Only $20 for the first 30 words and $15 for every 30 words thereafter. 

Call 765-201-0302 to place your ad or email  
office@morgancountycorrespondent.com. 

Please include your name and phone number in the email. 

Announcements
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PUBLIC NOTICES

ICAN

NOTICE TO DEPOSITORS 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual 

Meeting of the Depositors of the Home 
Bank SB  of Martinsville, Indiana, will be 
held in the office of Home Bank SB, 59 W. 
Washington  Street, Martinsville, Indiana, 
on the 25th day of April 2025, at 11:00 a.m. 
The purpose of  said meeting shall be for: 

1. The election of three Directors for a 
term of three years. 

2. The transaction of any other 
business that may properly come before 
the  meeting.

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
To the taxpayers of Monroe Township 

Fire District, Morgan County, Indiana.  
You are hereby notified that on the 

19th of March 2025, the Monroe Township 
Fire District Board, Morgan County, Indi-
ana, pursuant to notice heretofore given, 
and under and by virtue of IC36-8-14 duly 
adopted a plan whereby a Cumulative 
Firefighting Fund was established to 
provide for the following:

For all uses as set out in IC 36-8-14
The fund will be provided for by a 

property tax rate of $0.0333 per one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) of taxable real 
and personal property within the taxing 
unit beginning in 2025 payable 2026 and 
thereafter, continuing until reduced or 
rescinded.

25 or more taxpayers in the taxing 
unit who will be affected by the tax rate 
and corresponding levy may file a petition 
with the Morgan County Auditor not later 
than noon 30 days after the publication of 
this Notice setting forth their objections 
to the proposed cumulative fund. Upon 
the filing of the petition, the County Au-

ditor shall immediately certify the same 
to the Department of Local Government 
Finance, at which point the Department 
will fix a date for and conduct a public 
hearing on the proposed cumulative fund 
before issuing its approval, disapproval, or 
modification thereof.

Dated this 3rd  day of April 2025.
Monroe Township Fire District Board

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Redevelopment Commission of 

the City of Martinsville will open bids 
received for the new City parking lot on 
the SE corner of Morgan Street at Wayne 
Street. The property has been cleared  of 
the previous three (3) homes, and trees 
on the site.   A complete copy of the plans 
and specifications can be viewed at the 
Director of Planning and Engineering’s  
Office located at 59 S. Jefferson Street, 
Martinsville, IN 46151 between the hours 
of 8-12 and 1-4 M-F.

The Redevelopment Commission’s 
meeting will be held in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall (59 S. Jefferson Street, 
Martinsville, IN 46151) at 7:30 o’clock a.m., 
on the 9th day of April, 2025.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that the City of 

Martinsville, IN herein referred to as the 
Owner, will receive sealed bids for the 
2025 Sidewalk and Curb Project Phase 
IV located in the City of Martinsville, IN, 
Morgan County, Indiana. 

Sealed bids are invited and may be 
forwarded by mail, other courier service 

or in person to the City of Martinsville, 
Attn: Mac Dunn, 59 S. Jefferson Street, 
Martinsville, IN 46151 until 4:00pm on 
May 12, 2025. Bids received after such 
hour will be returned unopened. Bids 
will be opened and publicly read aloud at 
this time. Bids will then be taken under 
advisement for review by the owner and 
engineer.

The contract will consist of the 
following: 

2025 Sidewalk and Curb Project Phase 
IV and related work items associated 
with sidewalk, curb, and various street 
improvements throughout the City of 
Martinsville, IN. 

Complete sets of bidding documents 
may be viewed at City Hall, 59 S. Jefferson 
Street, Martinsville, IN 46151. Electronic 
bidding documents are available per 
request at mdunn@martinsville.in.gov 
or hard copies can be picked up at City 
Hall, 59 S. Jefferson Street, Martinsville, 
IN 46151. 

Each bid must be enclosed in a sealed 
envelope bearing the title of the Project, 
and the name and address of Bidder. All 
bids must be submitted on the bid forms 
as identified in the Contract Documents. 

Each bid shall be accompanied by a 
certified check or acceptable bidder’s bond 
made payable to the Owner, in a sum of 
not less than five percent (5%) of the total 
amount of the bid, which check or bond 
will be held by the Owner as evidence that 
the bidder will, if awarded the contract, 
enter into the same with the Owner upon 
notification from him to do so within ten 
(10) days of said notification. 

Approved performance and payment 
bonds guaranteeing faithful and proper 

performance of the work and materials, 
to be executed by an acceptable surety 
company, will be required of the Contrac-
tor at the time he executes his contract. 
The bond will be in the amount of 100% 
of the Contract Price and must be in full 
force and effect throughout the term of 
the Construction Contract plus a period 
of twelve (12) months from the date of 
substantial completion. 

The Owner reserves the right to reject 
any bid, or all bids, or to accept any bid 
or bids, or to make such combination of 
bids as may seem desirable, and to waive 
any and all informalities in bidding. Any 
bid may be withdrawn prior to the above 
scheduled time for the opening of bids or 
authorized postponement thereof. Any bid 
received after the time and date specified 
shall not be considered. No bid may be 
withdrawn after the scheduled closing 
time for receipt of bids for at least sixty 
(60) days. 

The Owner may make such investiga-
tions as deemed necessary to determine 
the ability of the Bidder to perform the 
work and the Bidder shall furnish to the 
Owner all such information and data for 
this purpose as the Owner may request. 
The Owner reserves the right to reject 
any bid if the evidence submitted by, or 
investigation of, such Bidder fails to satis-
fy the Owner that such Bidder is properly 
qualified to carry out the obligations of 
the Agreement and to complete the work 
contemplated therein. 

Bids shall be properly and completely 
executed on bid forms included in the 
Contract Documents. Bids shall include all 
information requested by Indiana Form 
96 (Revised 2013) included in the Contract 
Documents. 

If project is $150,000 or more - State of 
Indiana requirement as of 7/2018, Bidder is 
required to submit with bid a written plan 
for an employee drug testing program that 
complies with IC 4-13-18-5 and IC 4-13-18-6. 

Each Bidder is responsible for inspect-
ing the Project site(s) and for reading 
and being thoroughly familiar with the 
Contract Documents and Specifications. 
The failure or omission of any Bidder to 
do any of the foregoing shall in no way 
relieve any Bidder from any obligation 
with respect to its Bid. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Morgan County Emergency 

Management Agency, 1050 Lincoln Hill 
Rd, Martinsville, IN 46151, in conjunction 
with Indiana Department of Homeland 
Security, has applied for Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) 
funding from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) for the 2024 
Morgan County Outdoor Warning Siren 
Project. The objective of this program is 
to fund mitigation measures that reduce 
the risk of loss of life and property from 
future hazard events or disasters. 

According to the National Weather 
Service (NWS), Morgan County, Indiana, 
has been seriously impacted by 23 report-
ed tornadoes since 1950 which in total 
have resulted in 47 injuries - one of which 
occurred most recently in 2023. Bearing 
this in mind, Morgan County EMA leaned 
heavily on the Stakeholders Preparedness 
Review (SPR), the Multi-Hazard Mitigation 
Plan (MHMP), data from the IDHS arcGIS 
dashboard, and of course, the data from 
NWS to consider mitigation gaps and solu-
tions. The MHMP confirmed a gap and high 

priority need for outdoor warning sirens 
for communities which currently do not 
have one. Google earth and the RAPT tool 
also confirmed that these communities 
contain both outdoor work/activities and 
underserved populations which may not 
have access to other means of notifica-
tion. Thus, Morgan County EMA developed 
the outdoor warning sirens project to 
address the areas throughout the county 
that would not otherwise receive early 
warning notification for tornadoes. 

Should this grant be awarded, the BRIC 
grant will fund three tornado sirens in the 
following locations:

1. Near Low Gap and Mahalasville Rds
2. At Letterman and Lewisville Rds
3. Along SR 67 between Martinsville 

and Paragon

Under the National Environmental 
Policy Act, EO 11988 and EO 11990, public 
notice is required of any federal actions 
that may affect floodplains or wetlands. 
Under the National Historic Preservation 
Act, public notice is also required for 
some projects which have the potential 
to affect historic properties. All necessary 
permits and approvals will be obtained 
prior to construction and completion of 
the project. 

Public participation is encouraged. 
Those interested are invited to comment 
within 30 days by e-mail to fema-r5-envi-
ronmental@fema.dhs.gov or by mail to: 

Duane Castaldi, Regional Environmen-
tal Officer 

FEMA Region V 
536 South Clark Street, 6th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60605

STATE OF INDIANA
SS:

COUNTY OF MORGAN
IN THE MORGAN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

CASE NO: 55C01-2503-MI-000580

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF: 
Justin Alexander Griffith
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Justin Alexander Griffith,  Morgan County, Indiana, 

hereby gives notice that he has filed a petition in the 
Morgan Circuit Court requesting that their name be 
changed to Alex Griffith, and that said petition will be 
heard by the Court on May 13, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. Any 
person has the right to appear at the hearing and file 
an objection.

Dated at Martinsville, Indiana, this 10th day of March, 
2025.

/s/ Tammy J. Parker
Clerk of the Superior Court
of Morgan County, Indiana

Hearing will be held via Zoom. Parties may appear 
in person if they wish. If appearing via Zoom, please 
provide the Court with a good email address to send the 
Zoom information to on the day of the hearing.

STATE OF INDIANA
IN THE MORGAN SUPERIOR COURT

COUNTY OF MORGAN

CAUSE NO. 55D02-2411-MF-002386

Data Mortgage Inc., DBA Essex Mortgage
Plaintiff,

vs.
Farron B. Featherstone., et al

Defendants 

NOTICE OF SUIT
The state of Indiana to the Defendants above named, 

and any other person who may be concerned: You are 
notified that you have been sued in the Court above 
named.  The nature of the suit against you is a Amended 
Complaint on Note and for Foreclosure of Mortgage on 
the following described real estate: 

Lot Number Two (2) in Twin Oaks Lake Subdivision, 
a Subdivision in Jackson Township, as per plat thereof, 
recorded in Deed Record 163, page 564, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Morgan County, Indiana.

More commonly known as: 722 S Tall Oaks Drive E, 
Morgantown, IN 46160

Parcel No.: 055-14-02-435-009-000
This Summons by Publication is specifically directed 

to the following named Defendant whose whereabouts 
are known to me: 

Farron B. Featherstone
722 S Tall Oaks Drive E,
Morgantown, IN 46160

Tracy L. Featherstone
722 S Tall Oaks Drive E,
Morgantown, IN 46160

United States of America Acting by and through its 
Agency

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
c/o U.S. Attorney General,

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

 This Summons by Publication is also 
specifically directed to the following named Defendants 
whose whereabouts are unknown to me:

Onemain Financial Services, Inc
In addition to the above named Defendant being 

served by the Summons, there may be other Defendants 
who have an interest in this lawsuit.

 If you have a claim for relief against the 
Plaintiff arising from the same transaction or occurrence, 
you must assert it your written answer.  You must 
answer the Amended Complaint in writing, by you or 
your attorney, on or before the _3rd__ day of __May___, 
2025 (the same being within thirty (30) days after the 
third Notice of Suit), and if you fail to do so, a judgment 
will be entered against you for what the Plaintiff has 
demanded.

WOOD & LAMPING, LLP
By:  /s/ Daniel A. Cox

Daniel A. Cox 

ATTEST:
/s/ Tammy Parker
Clerk of the Morgan County Superior Court

Daniel A. Cox (28426-15)
Attorney for Plaintiff
Wood & Lamping, LLP
600 Vine Street, Suite 2500
Cincinnati, OH 45202
Voice: (513) 852-6000
Email: foreclosure@woodlamping.com

STATE OF INDIANA
SS:

COUNTY OF MORGAN
IN THE MORGAN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

CASE NO: 55C01-2503-MI-000621

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF: 
Schuyler Ann Massey
Minor
Amanda Nendjian
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Amanda Nendjian,  Morgan County, Indiana, hereby 

gives notice that she has filed a petition in the Morgan 
Circuit Court for name change of a minor, and that said 
petition will be heard by the Court on May 27, 2025 at 
9:00 a.m. Any person has the right to appear at the 
hearing and file an objection.

/s/ 
Tammy Parker

Hearing will be held via Zoom. Parties may appear 
in person if they wish. If appearing via Zoom, please 
provide the Court with a good email address to send the 
Zoom information to on the day of the hearing.

AMENDED
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT No. 2 OF MORGAN COUNTY, INDIANA
IN THE MATTER OF THE UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF HUGH 

LUNCOLN NUTTER, DECEASED
CAUSE NO.:  55D02-2503-EU-000040

Notice is hereby given that on the 12TH day of March, 
2025,  LaDeana Kay Compton was appointed Executrix of 
the estate of Hugh Lincoln Nutter, deceased, who died on 
the 15th  day of February 2025. 

All persons who have claims against this estate, 
whether or not now due, must file the claim in the office 
of the Clerk of this Court within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this notice, or within or nine 
(9) months after the Decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, 
or the claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Martinsville, Indiana, this 12th day of March, 
2025.

/s/ Tammy J. Parker
Clerk of the Superior Court No. 2
of Morgan County, Indiana

Attorneys: 
Roger T. Coffin 3591-55
Coffin & Coffin

To the owners of the within described real estate  
and all interested parties

Notice of sheriff’s sale
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from 

the clerk of superior court of Morgan County, Indiana, in 
cause no. 55d02-2310-mf-001767 wherein the Huntington 

National Bank was plaintiff, and Casey a. Lindaas a/k/a 
Casey Ann Lindaas, the administrator of small business 

administration, an agency of the government of the United 
States of America and Service Finance Company, Llc were 
defendants, requiring me to make the sum as provided for 
in said decree with interest and cost, I will expose at public 

sale to the highest bidder, on the 12th day of may, 2025, 
at the hour of 2:00 pm or as soon thereafter as is possible, 

at the morgan county sheriff’s office, 160 N. Park AVE., 
Martinsville, in 46151, the fee simple of the whole body of 

real estate in Morgan County, Indiana.
A part of the west half of the southeast quarter of the 

northeast quarter of section 29, township 13 north, range 
2 west, Morgan County, Indiana, described as follows, to 
wit: beginning at the southwest corner of the southeast 

quarter of the northeast quarter of said section 29, thence 
east 231 feet; thence north 973 feet parallel with the west 

line of said quarter quarter to the centerline of the lake 
ditch; thence southwesterly with the centerline of said 

ditch to the west line of said quarter quarter, thence south 
773 feet with said west line to the point of beginning, 

containing 4.62 acres, more or less.
More commonly known as 12340 McClure Rd., Martinsville, 

in 46151
Parcel no. 09-17-60-254-020.000-010

Township Adams
Together with rents, issues, income, and profits thereof, 
said sale will be made without relief from valuation or 

appraisement laws.
“Subject to all liens, encumbrances and easements of 
record not otherwise extinguished in the proceedings 

known as cause 55d02-2310-mf-001767 in Superior Court of 
The County of Morgan, Indiana.”

Plaintiff Attorney
Jerry n. Higgins, MSSW, jd 26712-22

Marsha A. Dailey, 25539-88

Derek A. Harvey, Jr., 36172-53
Ulrich, Sassano, Deighton, Delaney & Higgins Co., Lpa

4834 Richmond Rd., suite 201, Cleveland, oh 44128
Phone 216-360-7200

Fax 216-360-7210
jnhiggins@carlisle-law.com
mdailey@carlisle-law.com
Dharvey@carlisle-law.com

Sheriff of Morgan County, Richard W. Myers
Morgan County Sheriff Department

160 N. Park Ave., Martinsville, in 46151
The sheriff’s department does not warrant the accuracy of 

the street address published herein.
Service directed to:

Sheriff
Casey a. Lindaas a/k/a Casey Ann Lindaas – 140 W Pike St., 

Martinsville, in 46151
Certified mail

The administrator of small business administration, an 
agency of the government of the United States of America
Any officer or managing agent - 801 Tom Martin Dr., Suite 

120, Birmingham, AL 35211
The administrator of small business administration, an 

agency of the government of the United States of America
Isabella Casillas Guzman, Administrator - 409 3rd St., SW, 

Washington, Dc 20416
The administrator of small business administration, an 

agency of the government of the United States of America
Merrick B. Garland, Us Attorney General - 950 Pennsylvania 

Ave. NW, Washington, dc 20530
The administrator of small business administration, an 

agency of the government of the United States of America
Stacy Poynter, District Director - 5726 Professional Cir., Suite 

100, Indianapolis, In 46241
The administrator of small business administration, an 

agency of the government of the United States of America
Therese Meers, General Counsel - 409 3rd St. SW, 

Washington, DC 20416
Service Finance Company, LLC - corporation service 

company, registered agent
135 n. Pennsylvania St., suite 1610, Indianapolis, in 46204

Notice

Ulrich, Sassano, Deighton, Delaney and Higgins Co., lPA is a 
debt collector. This is an attempt to collect a debt, and any 

information obtained will be used for that purpose.

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
CAUSE NO.:  55D02-2503-EU-000050

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF MORGAN

IN THE MORGAN SUPERIOR COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

CAUSE NUMBER: 55D02-2503-EU-000050

IN THE MATTER OF THE UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF
DAVID L. BAUER, DECEASED.

Notice is hereby given that on the 20th day of March, 
2025, Constance Lynn Brady was  appointed personal 
representative of the Estate of David L. Bauer, deceased, 
who died on March 11, 2025.

All persons who have claims against this estate, 
whether or not now due, must file the claim in the office 
of the Clerk of this Court within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this notice, or within or nine 
(9) months after the Decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, 
or the claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Martinsville, Indiana, this 20th day of March, 2025.

/s/ Tammy J. Parker
Clerk of the Morgan Superior Court

Attorney for Estate:: 
Beth Sullivan-Summers
9274 North Romine Rd.
Mooresville, IN 46158-6331
Telephone: 317-753-3863

STATE OF INDIANA
SS:

COUNTY OF MORGAN
IN THE MORGAN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

CASE NO: 55C01-2503-MI-000719

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF: 
Ryan Patrick Sexton
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Ryan Patrick Sexton,  Morgan County, Indiana, hereby 

gives notice that he has filed a petition in the Morgan 
Circuit Court requesting that their name be changed to 
Ryan Patrick Brooks, and that said petition will be heard by 
the Court on June 16, 2025 at 8:15 a.m. Any person has the 
right to appear at the hearing and file an objection.

Dated at Martinsville, Indiana, this 25th day of March, 
2025.

/s/ Tammy J. Parker
Clerk of the Superior Court
of Morgan County, Indiana

Hearing will be held via Zoom. Parties may appear in 
person if they wish. If appearing via Zoom, please provide 
the Court with a good email address to send the Zoom 
information to on the day of the hearing.

State of Indiana
County of Morgan

IN THE MORGAN SUPERIOR COURT PROBATE DIVISION
CAUSE NO.:  55D01-2503-EU-000047

IN THE MATTER OF THE UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF Becky M. 
Moore, DECEASED

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that on the 20TH day of March, 

2025,  Colleen Coppin and Tyler Gartland were appointed 
Co-Personal Representative of the estate of Becky M. 
Moore, deceased, who died on the 27th day of November 
2024. 

All persons who have claims against this estate, 
whether or not now due, must file the claim in the office 
of the Clerk of this Court within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this notice, or within or nine 
(9) months after the Decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, 
or the claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Martinsville, Indiana, this 26th day of March, 
2025.

/s/ Tammy J. Parker
Clerk of the Superior Court No. 2
of Morgan County, Indiana

Attorneys: 
Bridget M McDaniel
Williams Barrett & Wilkowski, LLP

LEGAL NOTICES
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MORGAN COUNTY — Five 
years ago, when the world shut 
down and everyone sheltered inside 
their homes, many of the recreation-
al activities we were accustomed to 
HQMR\LQJ�ZHUH�FORVHG�R൵�WR�XV�

We took our meals, watched mov-
ies, went to work and school, exer-
cised — all from home, away from 
RWKHUV��,W�ZDV�D�GL൶FXOW�WLPH�IRU�HY-
HU\RQH�� 5HVWDXUDQWV� VKXWWHUHG�� DWK-
letes performed in empty stadiums 
DQG�WHVW�VFRUHV�GURSSHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�

The pandemic touched just about 
everyone in some way, not least of 
DOO�,QGLDQD���+�

For more than 100 years, children 
and teens have taken what they’ve 
learned from 4-H and used it to be-
come great communicators, leaders 

and volunteers within their com-
PXQLWLHV��$QG�ZKLOH� WKH� SDQGHPLF�
certainly put a dent in Indiana 4-H’s 
QXPEHUV�� ¿YH� \HDUV� RQ� DQG� ��+�

community club growth is rising, in-
FOXGLQJ�LQ�0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�

“We’ve turned a corner,” said 
Purdue Extension-Morgan County 

HGXFDWRU� 5HQD� 6KHOGRQ� WKLV� ZHHN��
“We lost quite a few members in 
������'XULQJ�&RYLG��ZH�DOO�JRW�OD]\��
People weren’t committing time to 
DQ\WKLQJ�DW�DOO�´

Sheldon said Morgan County 4-H 
KDV� PDGH� JUHDW� H൵RUWV� WR� UHFUXLW�
new members over 
the past few years, 
with the local 
chapter consist-
ing of about 450 
PHPEHUV�� 7KHVH�
H൵RUWV� KDYH� LQ-
cluded starting 
a brand new club at Mooresville 
Christian Academy, and a variety 
of initiatives designed to both serve 
those in the community and attract 
QHZ�PHPEHUV�

The junior leaders — those be-
tween 7th and 12th grade — also 
RUJDQL]HG� D� QXPEHU� RI� HYHQWV� ODVW�
year, including a successful Trunk-
or-Treat event, a pet parade and a 
showmanship round robin, to name 
D�IHZ��6KHOGRQ�VDLG�HYHQWV�OLNH�WKHVH�
have gone a long way in getting 

young children interested in being 
LQYROYHG�ZLWK���+�

Morgan County 4-H will put on 
such events again this year, along 

ZLWK�D�KRVW�RI�RWKHUV�
Near the end 

of this month, 
on April 26, 4-H 
members will 
host a vaccina-
tion clinic for 
dogs and cats at 
the fairgrounds 
IURP���D�P��XQ-

WLO� QRRQ�� 6KHOGRQ�
expects around 200 animals will re-
ceive vaccinations and other care at 
WKLV�HYHQW�

In the evening of April 26, there 
will be a feed auction, with all the 
SURFHHGV�JRLQJ�WR�WKH���+�&RXQFLO�

“This is a great program for our 
NLGV�´� 6KHOGRQ� VDLG�� ³2XU� JRDO� LV�
to produce responsible adults when 
WKH\� JUDGXDWH� IURP� WKLV� SURJUDP��
4-H really builds their ownership of 
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WKH\�OLYH�LQ�´

By Jared Quigg
MCC Reporter

Turning a corner after pandemic

Vehicles line the Merchant Building at the Morgan County Fairgrounds last 
October as the Morgan County 4-H Junior Leaders host their annual Trunk or 
Treat. (Stephen Crane photo / MCC)

Morgan County 4-H is  
on the rebound 5 years on 
from COVID-19 pandemic

MORGAN COUNTY — 
The Morgan County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) recently held its annu-
DO�PHHWLQJ�DQG�DZDUGV�EDQTXHW�
%HVLGHV�FRQGXFWLQJ�WKH�R൶-

cial business of electing a su-
pervisor and presenting annual 
UHSRUWV�� 6:&'� UHFRJQL]HG�
several individuals and busi-
QHVVHV�IRU�WKHLU�H൵RUWV�LQ�FRQ-
servation right here in Morgan 
&RXQW\�� 6:&'� DOVR� UHFRJ-
QL]HG�WKH�0RUJDQ�&RXQW\���+�
Junior Leaders and the Mar-
tinsville FFA for their year’s 
achievements and outstanding 
VHUYLFH�DW�WKH�DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ��

A short documentary was 
VKDUHG� DERXW� WKH� DPD]LQJ�
work being done in the Big 
Pine watershed in North-
ern Indiana, called “Land 
9DOޣXHV´�� SURGXFHG� E\� ,QGL-
ana Humanities before the 
QLJKW�ZDV�FRQFOXGHG���

If you would like to know 
more about the programs avail-
able or how you can help lo-
cally to conserve and improve 
natural resources, reach out to 
the Morgan County SWCD 
WKURXJK� WKHLU� ZHEVLWH�� ZZZ�
0RUJDQ&RXQW\6:&'�RUJ��

Indiana River  
Friendly Farmer

The Pryor family has cared 
for their land for more than 30 
\HDUV��7KURXJK�WKH�KHOS�RI�WKH�
Natural Resource Conservation 
Services Environmental Qual-
ity Incentives Program, they 
have recently completed their 
third year of invasive brush 
management and are currently 
completing forest stand im-
SURYHPHQW�RQ������DFUHV��

They are improving forest 
and native plant species, and 
providing better habitat in the 
West Fork Clear Creek water-
VKHG�

Indiana River  
Friendly Farmer

The Peine Farm has been 
LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�VLQFH�������7KH�
Peines appreciate the recre-
DWLRQDO� EHQH¿WV� DQG� ZLOGOLIH�
habitat that healthy ecosys-
WHPV� FDQ� SURYLGH�� 2QH� KXQ-
dred and ninety-seven acres 
of the farm is in a conserva-
tion easement, and they are 
working hard to improve and 

add more to the easement in 
hopes of protecting it for fu-
WXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV��

Work includes controlling 
invasive plant species, improv-
ing timber areas, minimal till-
age systems and cover crop us-
DJH�RQ�DJULFXOWXUDO� ODQG��7UHH�
plantings, native grassland, 
and pollinator habitats can be 
found throughout the proper-
W\��7KH�3HLQHV�KRVW�¿HOG�GD\V��
tours, and even university re-
VHDUFK�SURMHFWV�RQ�WKH�IDUP���

All this work has im-
proved the water quality of 
the streams passing through 
the farm and downstream into 
/DPE¶V�&UHHN�

Environmental  
Educator of the Year

Christa Mathews currently 
teaches science classes at John 
5��:RRGHQ�0LGGOH�6FKRRO�LQ�
Martinsville and believes that 
“the more students learn about 
our Earth, hopefully the more 
they will appreciate it as well 
as see it as their responsibility 
to help take care of it for them-
VHOYHV�DQG�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�́ �

Christa frequently gets her 
students outdoors and makes 
sure they receive environmen-
tal education as a part of their 
VFLHQFH�FXUULFXOXP�� �7KURXJK�
a summer program with the 
SWCD, she provided students 
with the opportunity to learn 
more about water testing and 
healthy streams and facilitat-
ed the creation of a challenge 
course trail at Burkhart Creek 
Park through JR Wooden Mid-
GOH�6FKRROV�'D\�RI�&DULQJ��

Christa Mathews is dedi-
cated to our community, the 

environment, and the students 
that she cares for!

Conservationist of the Year
-RVK�*UL൶Q�KDV�ZRUNHG�LQ�

WKH� ¿HOG� RI� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� IRU�
RYHU����\HDUV�� -RVK�QRW�RQO\�
enjoys his job and creating 
habitat, but he shares that pas-
VLRQ�ZLWK�WKRVH�ORFDOO\��WRR��

He and his wife personal-
ly manage approximately 42 
acres of property as a wet-
land, a mature oak and hick-
ory forest, and some as an 
HDUO\�VXFFHVVLRQDO�KDELWDW��+H�

has assisted his neighbors in 
improving around 300 to 400 
acres of land in his person-
DO� WLPH�� +H� KDV� HQFRXUDJHG�
them to plant pollinator, na-
tive grasslands, and wetland 
KDELWDWV��+H�KDV�DOVR�DVVLVWHG�
them with timber stand im-
provements and prescribed 
EXUQV�WR�PDQDJH�KDELWDW��

He is dedicated to conser-
vation across the state and 
ULJKW�KHUH�LQ�0RUJDQ�&RXQW\��

Friends of  
Conservation Award

Tim and Lisa Surber are the 
dedicated publishers of the 
Martinsville Neighbors Mag-
D]LQH��
6LQFH� ������ WKH� PDJD]LQH�

has promoted conservation 
education in the community 
by allowing the SWCD to 
submit monthly conserva-
WLRQ�UHODWHG� DUWLFOHV� WR� WKHP��
This way of reaching out to 
community members has 
been invaluable to the district! 

Martinsville Neighbors Mag-
D]LQH�LV�DQ�DVVHW�WR�WKH�FRPPX-
QLW\�DQG�ORFDO�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�

Friends of Conservation
Greene Crop Consulting, 

,QF�� LV� DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW� FURS�
FRQVXOWLQJ� ¿UP� LQ� )UDQNOLQ��
In 2020, they partnered with 
the Owen and Morgan Coun-
ty SWCD on a Clean Wa-
WHU� ,QGLDQD� *UDQW�� 7KH� JUDQW�
provided support for farmers 
wishing to transition into con-
servation farming practices to 
DFKLHYH�VXFFHVV��

For three years, Greene 
&URS�&RQVXOWLQJ��,QF��SURYLGHG�
DPD]LQJ�FXVWRPHU�VHUYLFH��VRLO�
WHVWLQJ�� ¿HOG� VFRXWLQJ�� H[SHUW�
advice, and conservation-based 
recommendations to the par-
WLFLSDQWV�LQ�WKH�SURJUDP��7KH\�
put together detailed reports, 
researched what to do with 
VSHFL¿F�FRQFHUQV��DVVLVWHG�ZLWK�
¿HOG� GD\V�� DQG� UHOD\HG� JRRG�
data to the participating farmers 
and to the SWCD for the pur-
SRVH�RI�JUDQW�UHSRUWLQJ��

Their partnership resulted 
in a reduction of 6,995 tons of 
sediment in Morgan and Owen 
&RXQW\�ZDWHUZD\V��7KDW� LV� DO-
most 70 train cars of sediment! 

By Lisa MacPhee
Morgan County SWCD

SWCD honors local conservation efforts
The Pryor 
family is 
given the 
Indiana 
River 
Friendly 
Farmer 
award 
for their 
work 
improving 
habitat in 
the West 
Fork Clear 
Creek wa-
tershed. 
(SWCD 
courtesy 
photo)

The Peine family has nearly 200 acres of their farm in a conservation 
easement amid their ongoing conservation efforts, earning them an 
Indiana River Friendly Farmer award. (SWCD courtesy photo)

John R. Wooden Middle School 
science teacher Christa Mathews 
(left) is honored by SWCD’s Lisa 
MacPhee with the Environmen-
tal Educator of the Year award. 
(SWCD courtesy photo)

Josh Griffin (left) is honored 
as the Conservationist of the 
Year by SWCD’s Doug Peine at 
the awards banquet recently. 
(SWCD courtesy photo)

Tim and Lisa Surber are honored by SWCD’s David Mow with the Friends 
of Conservation Award for their help raising awareness about conserva-
tion through Martinsville Neighbors magazine. (SWCD courtesy photo)

Greene Crop Consulting, Inc., a crop consulting firm in Frank-
lin, is honored with the Friends of Conservation Award for its 
efforts to help reduce sediment in Morgan and Owen counties’ 
waterways. (SWCD courtesy photo)

The Morgan County 4-H Junior Leaders and the Martinsville FFA 
are recognized for their year’s achievements and outstanding 
service at the annual meeting. (SWCD courtesy photo) 


