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INDIANAPOLIS — Indi-
ana Senate Pro Tem Rodric Bray 
(R-Martinsville) announced last 
Friday that his chamber was reject-
ing President Donald Trump’s push 
for congressional redistricting — a 
move immediately blasted by Gov. 

Mike Braun and 
Trump allies.

Bray said in a 
statement Friday 
afternoon that the 
Senate won’t take 
up the issue, as 
was expected in an 
unusual December session.

“Over the last several months, 
Senate Republicans have given very 
serious and thoughtful consideration 

State Senate says 
‘no’ to redistricting 

NEW FACE OF THE COUNTY

MORGAN COUNTY — 
The Morgan County Com-
missioners met Monday night 
to sign contracts, hear reports 
and approve a resolution of the 
county’s security plan.

The commissioners formally 
signed the resolution that put 
in place a security plan for the 
judicial campus. By law, the 
county will not disclose what is 
in the plan or how it operates. 

For around 20 years, Syca-
more Services has not raised 
the fees they charge to use their 
public transportation. The old 
fee was $4 per stop in Martins-
ville and $5 per stop in Morgan 
County. Seniors age 60 and 
older ride free.

The new rates are $1 more, 
$5 in Martinsville and $6 in 

By Keith Rhoades
MCC Chief Correspondent

County 
tackles 
routine 
matters

MORGAN COUNTY — The new county 
DGPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�¿UVW� MRE�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ� IRU� WKH�
Marshall Advocate, a small newspaper in Illi-
nois. At 14, Kyle Swalls was not yet trusted by 
the editor to work inside the newsroom with 
the adults, but was instead assigned a job he 
likened to being a “newspaper cop.”

Some town residents were concerned their 
newspapers were being delivered to the wrong 
location, so young Kyle was to ride around the 
paper route on his bike and simply monitor if 
everyone got their paper. Swalls, at least for 
the short time he worked there, ensured that 
everyone did. 

Of course, that was a long time ago. The 
Marshall Advocate ceased publication earlier 
this year, another apparent sign of the times. 
Conventional wisdom says rural America is in 
decline, which should mean rural newspapers 
don’t have a chance. 

Nevertheless, after Swalls made it through 

WKH� ¿UVW� URXQG� RI� LQWHUYLHZV�
to replace Josh Messmer and 
become Morgan County’s 
second-ever administrator, he 
decided to purchase a one-
month, digital subscription 
to The Correspondent as the 
Franklin Township resident 
wanted to learn more about the 
place he might end up working.

Swalls called the interview process very 
“competitive,” and described the job as a 
“once in a lifetime” opportunity, a sentiment 
not everyone might share about potentially 
working in Morgan County. 

After all, Swalls was leaving a job in Indi-
anapolis, which might as well be New York 
City to residents of small communities like 
Eminence or Brooklyn. But Swalls says he 
wants to be here. He declares his intention 
to never work from home, and to serve the 
residents of Morgan County in person each 
week. 

After he got the job, Swalls purchased a 

12-month subscription to The Correspondent.

Connection
Swalls formally began work as county ad-

ministrator last Wednesday, Nov. 12, taking 
over after Messmer’s six-year tenure in the 
role. 
+H�VSHQW�KLV�¿UVW�ZHHN�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�

county department heads, introducing himself 
and gathering information from everyone. 
Swalls took time out of his busy schedule to 
meet with The Correspondent�DW�RXU�R൶FH�ODVW�
week for an interview. 

Swalls arrived in a black suit and tie, attire 
not often seen in this line of work, even from 
his predecessor.
7KH� ¿UVW� WKLQJ� KH� GLG� RQFH� KH� DUULYHG� ZDV�

apologize — The Correspondent� ¿UVW� UHDFKHG�
out to him for an interview weeks ago after he 
was announced as Messmer’s replacement, but 
Swalls wanted to postpone the interview until he 
ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�¿QLVKHG�DW�KLV�IRUPHU�MRE��

By Jared Quigg
MCC Reporter

Kyle Swalls is ‘here to listen’ as he 
takes over as county administrator 

MARTINSVILLE — The Mar-
tinsville Redevelopment Com-
mission (RDC) met last Wednes-
day morning and approved its 
spending plan for 2026, which 
included a list of projects totaling 
nearly $29 million.  

“This is just kind of a wish 
list, so to speak,” said RDC chair 
Rich Griswold. “It’s not stating 
we’re doing everything (on the 
list). It’s just kind of a wish list.” 

Topping the “wish list,” how-
ever, is a combined $12.5 mil-

lion for a sports park reportedly 
planned for the land just south 
of the Ind. 39 bypass. Now that 
the levee has been constructed, 
that land — nearly all currently 
used for agri-
culture — is 
available for 
development, 
and the city is 
hoping to lead 
the charge. 

The RDC spending plan allots 
$3 million for the purchase of 
ODQG�� WKRXJK� VSHFL¿F� DFUHDJH� LV�
still unknown. The plan also al-
lots $9.5 million for “Sports Park 
¿HOGV� DQG�SDUNLQJ�´� WKH� SURMHFW-
ed construction price of the pro-
posed project.  

Other big ticket items on the 
RDS’s 2026 plan include $4 million 
to extend sewer lines east of I-69 
to serve Jordan Road on the city’s 
VRXWK� VLGH�� $� IXWXUH� ¿UH� VWDWLRQ�
east of I-69 has $3 million allotted. 

Transportation 
enhancement 
projects and 
“permissible in-
centives” have 

$2 million listed 
for each. Costs to install sewer lines 
to serve Hess Road that runs south 
R൵�,QG�����KDV������PLOOLRQ�DOORFDW-
ed. The purchase of land to connect 
The Oaks at Lincoln subdivision 
has $1.5 million allotted. 

New sports park on the bypass? 

Commissioners reportedly 
look to keep Messmer  
on as a consultant

Morgan County Administrator Kyle Swalls tackles the growing to-do list at his desk inside the Morgan County Administration Building on Tuesday after-
noon. (Stephen Crane photo / MCC)
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Bray, Senate GOP reject  
state and federal pressures, 
citing lack of votes

By Stephen Crane
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City RDC approves ‘wish 
list’ spending plan for 2026
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MARTINSVILLE — Richard 
“Ray” Kincaid, 77, a resident 
of Ken Mar in Martinsville, 
passed away Sunday, Novem-
ber 16, 2025 at Meadow Lakes 
in Mooresville after a short, 
but valiant fight with cancer.

Ray was born in Gosport, 
Indiana on Thursday, June 
24, 1948. He was the son of 
Harry and Iva Jane (McKown) 
Kincaid.

He was always cheerfully 
friendly and walked every-
where. He had been employed 
at the Kennedy Home and 
Walmart. Ray faithfully 
attended New Life Christian 
Church.

Ray is survived by his sis-
ter, Fay Arthur; special friend, 
Brenda Dove; caregivers and 
brother-in-law and sister-in-
law, Charles and Mary Ann Da-
vis; as well as other relatives 
and friends.

Ray was preceded in death 
by his wife, Elizabeth “Liz” 
(Davis) Kincaid, whom he mar-
ried September 18, 1989 and 
she passed away on February 
19, 2008; as well as his par-
ents, Harry and Iva; siblings, 

Doris May Bush, William “Bill” 
Kincaid, Betty Babbs, and 
James “Jim” Kincaid.

Graveside Services will be 
at 12:00 p.m. Friday, Novem-
ber 21, 2025 at Nebo Memorial 
Park Cemetery with a celebra-
tion of life at a later date at 
New Life Christian Church in 
Paragon.

In lieu of flowers, please 
make contributions to New 
Life Christian Church, 2450 
South Guy Road, Paragon, IN 
46166.

Richard ‘Ray’ Kincaid, 77

Obituaries

Jail Bookings

These are preliminary 
charges and do not represent 
a conviction. Suspects are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. 

Hannah Niquole Andrews, 26, 
Martinsville, possession 
of methamphetamine and 
possession of parapher-
nalia.

Kevin Joseph Bruce Jr., 36, In-
dianapolis, held for Marion 
County warrant.

Matthew Scott Chambers, 
28, Camby, residential 
burglary, intimidation, 
criminal mischief, and 
disorderly conduct. 

Nathan Clint Childs, 44, Cam-
by, driving while suspend-
ed-prior.

Carla Sue Cole, 49, Trafalgar, 
serving time – probation 
violation.

Alexander Kazakov Dafforn, 
24, Beech Grove, operating 
a vehicle while intoxicat-
ed-endangerment and 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated.

Shane Michael Dailey, 39, 
Mooresville, possession 
of marijuana, operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated, 
and possession of a sched-
ule II, III, IV substance.

Larry Tyrone Daughtry, 45, 
Homeless, violation of 
pretrial release.

Jeison Alfredo Del Orbe, 29, 
Camby, domestic bat-
tery-simple assault.

Dane A. Dvorak, 47, Bloom-
ington, operating a 
vehicle while intoxicated, 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated-endangerment, 
possession of parapherna-
lia, and violation of driving 
conditions.

Danny Charles Flores, 31, 
Camby, serving time – 
possession of a firearm by 

a serious violent felon.

Brandon Joe Hunt, 37, 
Mooresville, serving time – 
probation revocation.

Brandon Jackson, 34, Indi-
anapolis, habitual traffic 
violator.

Melvin Jay Kays, 56, Martins-
ville, serving time – oper-
ating a vehicle while intox-
icated-prior conviction.

Nathan Maldonado, 19, 
Gosport, serving time-op-
erating a vehicle while 
intoxicated-endangerment.

Chase Edward Potter, 34, 
Martinsville, failure to 
appear.

Braun Wade Price, 39, Brook-
lyn, intimidation, resisting 
law enforcement, and 
public indecency-indecent 
exposure.

Tyler Allen Schroder, 29, Mar-
tinsville, failure to appear.

Joshua Collin Scott, 32, Coats-
ville, invasion of privacy.

Harpreet Singh, 28, Bargers-
ville, operating without 
ever obtaining a license, 
and forgery-possession/
produce/distribute false 
government identification.

Brayden Jeffrey Smith, 22, 
Martinsville, driving while 
suspended-prior convic-
tion.

Randall Jay Snowden Jr., 21, 
Martinsville, domestic 
battery-adult knowing in 
presence of child less than 
16 years of age, domestic 
battery-simple assault, 
and disorderly conduct.

Jase Brian Stafford, 27, Home-
less, criminal trespass.

Isaac Alexander Thompson, 
22, Greenwood, operat-
ing while intoxicated, 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated-endangerment, 
and leaving the scene of a 
property damage accident. 

Marriage/Divorces

Marriage License 
Shasteen R. Harless, Indianapolis; Brian Sheriff, Brooklyn

Nicholas Cross, Martinsville; Joseph Goodman, Martinsville

Brandon Stewart Beaman, Mooresville; Jennifer Ann Saler, 
Mooresville

Divorces 
Tamera Williams vs. Danny E. Williams

Maison Matthew Hadley vs. Kaitrin Brianne Hadley

Joshua D. Prather vs. Nicole L. Lingle

Janet Hope Kelly vs. Robert Raymond Kelly

Marissa Marie Kopp vs. Emilee Anne Caldwell

MARTINSVILLE – Beloved 
sister and aunt, Joyce Ann 
Rhoden, 70, a longtime 
Martinsville resident, entered 
eternal rest with her brother 
by her side on Friday, Novem-
ber 14th, 2025, at 7:44 a.m. 
at Grand Valley Health and 
Rehabilitation in Martinsville. 
Joyce’s life began on Tuesday, 
August 9, 1955, in South Bend, 
Indiana. She was one of five 
children and the only daugh-
ter born to the late Harold and 
Leona (Thatcher) Rhoden. 

Joyce was disabled most 
of her life, but that never 
kept her from finding joy 
each day. She lived with her 
parents throughout her life 
until her mother’s passing in 
2006. During her mother’s 
later years, Joyce learned 
to help care for her, and 
after her mother’s death, she 
discovered she was able to 
continue living in the family 
home with the love, support, 
and assistance of her family 
and Sycamore Services for the 
next 18 years.

She loved watching tele-
vision and was an avid fan 
of the Colts, the Hoosiers, 
and NASCAR. Her love for 
NASCAR began after learning 
of the death of Dale Earn-
hardt, whom she fondly—and 
always—referred to as “Dale 
Hardt.” She also enjoyed 
watching cooking shows, 
learning new things, and 
remembering nearly anything 
she heard. Her sharp memory 
and keen awareness, especial-
ly regarding the things she 
loved — current events and 
every family member’s birth-
day — were truly remarkable.

Joyce leaves behind a host 
of loving family, including 
her brothers, Dan Rhoden 
(wife, Jenny) and Mel Rhoden 
(wife, Anita), all of Martins-
ville; nieces, Carrie Cross of 

Byron, Illinois, and Natalie 
Urban (husband, Daniel) 
of Martinsville; nephews, 
Johnnie Rhoden of Florida, 
Rick Rhoden and Rob Rhoden 
(wife, Heather), all of Martins-
ville, and Kyle Rhoden (wife, 
Leslie) of Plainfield, Indiana; 
and sisters-in-law, Donna 
Rhoden of Florida and Theresa 
Rhoden of Martinsville. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents; brothers, Marvin and 
Kenny Rhoden; and one niece, 
Jennifer Rhoden.

Family and friends are 
invited to a graveside service 
celebrating Joyce’s life on Sat-
urday, November 22, 2025, at 
11:00 a.m. at New South Park 
Cemetery in Martinsville. The 
family would like to express 
their heartfelt appreciation to 
Sycamore Services and Grand 
Valley Health and Rehabilita-
tion for their tender, loving 
care and support. 

Neal & Summers Funeral 
& Cremation Center has 
been entrusted with the 
arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to 
Sycamore Services, Inc., 465 
S. Main St. #108, Martinsville, 
IN 46151. Online condolences 
may be shared with Joyce’s 
family at www.nealandsum-
mers.com.

Joyce Ann Rhoden, 70

Jerry Williams
MOORESVILLE — Jerry Edward Williams, 75, of Mooresville, 

died Nov. 13, 2025. Arrangements by Costin Funeral Chapel 
in Martinsville.

Junior Potter
MARTINSVILLE — Junior “Jay” Potter, 55, of Martinsville, 

died Nov. 14, 2025. Arrangements by Costin Funeral Chapel 
in Martinsville.

Edwin Singer
MARTINSVILLE — Edwin “Ed” Ray Singer, 71, of Martinsville, 

died Nov. 15, 2025. Arrangements by Costin Funeral Chapel 
in Martinsville.

Obituary Notices

6KHUL൵�
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230 Inmates
191 Males
39 Females

8 Department of Correction 
inmates
7 Male
1 Female

51 F-6 Felony inmates
40 Male
11 Female

19 Work release
14 Male
5 Female

16 Jail correction workers
13 Male
3 Female

10,583 Law enforcement calls 
for service (YTD)

Morgan County Superior 
Court I
Special Judge G. Michael Witte
Wendy Jugg, 42, Camby, do-
mestic battery and resisting 
law enforcement. Sentenced 
to 730 days in jail, suspend-
ed except for 120 days to 
serve (time served), 610 days 
probation, fines and costs of 
$240.

Wendy Jugg, 42, Camby, pro-
bation violation. Sentenced 
to 245 days in jail.

Superior Court II
Judge Brian H. Williams
Paul Girton, 51, Portage, 
theft. Sentenced to 825 
days in jail, fines, costs, and 
restitution of $14,690.

Ian J. Moseley, 18, Camby, 
theft. Sentenced to 365 days 
in jail, suspended except for 
six days to serve, 359 days 
probation, fines, costs, and 
restitution of $875.

Grant C. Roberts, 32, 
Mooresville, operating while 

intoxicated. Sentenced to 
60 days in jail, suspended 
except for six days to serve, 
365 days probation, 90-day 
license suspension, fines and 
costs of $790.

Superior Court III
Senior Judge Mark K. Loyd
Thomas Lozano, 33, Indianap-
olis, possession of metham-
phetamine. Sentenced to 
545 days in jail, suspended 
except for 90 days to serve 
on home detention, 455 days 
probation, fines and costs of 
$790.

Charles J. Reeves, 48, Mar-
tinsville, disorderly conduct. 
Sentenced to four days in jail 
(time served), fines and costs 
of $190.

Randall Lee Wagaman, 47, 
Morgantown, possession of 
methamphetamine. Sen-
tenced to 545 days in jail, 
suspended except for 90 
days to serve on home de-
tention, 455 days probation, 
fines and costs of $790.

Court News

Morgan County Health De-
partment

Gary Bennett, 60, Moores-
ville

Alison Jones, 71, Martins-
ville

Wanda Lou Smith, 75, 
Mooresville

Donald Ray Wilcher, 81, 
Mooresville

Marsha D. Shipman, 77, 
Greenwood

Reuben Kay Selch, 81, 
Martinsville

Robert Eugene Trout, 85, 
Reisterstown, Md.

Phillip Stover, 77, Martins-
ville

Shirley A. Mitchell, 89, 
Plainfield

Cort Daniel Cassetty, 46, 
Martinsville

Roger Dale Phillips, 70, 
Camby

Katherine A. Richard-
son-Couch, 55, Martinsville

Cheyenne Nicole Sears, 25, 
Spencer

Rickey Dean Peterson, 71, 
Martinsville

Debra Lynn Reid, 57, 
Mooresville

Death Notices
A WORD OF THANKS

The family of Norma Crouse would like 
to express their sincere gratitude to the 
staff at Grand Valley Health and Rehab, 
Keystone Hospice, and Jones Family Mor-
tuary for the loving and respectful care 
Norma received. It was a blessing to have 
such kind and caring people tend to her. 
Thank you. 

Funeral Chapel, Inc.
Established 1923

539 East Washington Street      Martinsville, Indiana 46151

• Morgantown (2nd Monday 
each month at the firehouse, 269 N. 
Highland St.

• Paragon (1st Monday each 
month at 7 p.m. at the town hall, 
300 N. Main St.)

• Brooklyn (2nd Tuesday each 
month at 6 p.m. at Brooklyn Kids 
Park, 3277 E. Centenary Road)

• Bethany (4th Thursday each 
month at 7 p.m. at town hall, 7355 
Bethany Park)

Government Meetings

Nov. 20
The Morgan County Regional 
Sewer District will meet at 6:30 
p.m. at the Mooresville Police 
Station, 445 S. Indiana St. 

The Metropolitan School Dis-
trict of Martinsville board will 
hold a regular meeting at 7 
p.m. at the Central Education 
Center, 389 E. Jackson St. 

Nov. 24
The Monrovia Economic 

Development Commission 
will meet at 6 p.m. at the 
Government Center, 60 S. 
Marley Way.

The Morgan County Public 
Library Board will meet at 6 
p.m. at the Main Branch, 110 S. 
Jefferson St. in Martinsville.

The Monrovia Redevelopment 
Commission will meet at 
6:30 p.m. at the Government 
Center, 60 S. Marley Way. 

The Martinsville Board of 
Works will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the council chambers at 59 
S. Jefferson St. 

The Morgan County Board of 
Zoning Appeals will meet at 
6:30 p.m. in the administra-
tion building, 180 S. Main St. 
in Martinsville. 

The Martinsville City Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. in the 
council chambers at 59 S. 

Jefferson St. 

Dec. 1
The Morgan County Drain-
age Board will meet at 8:30 
a.m. in the administration 
building, 180 S. Main St. in 
Martinsville.

The Mooresville Library 
Board will hold a meeting at 
9 a.m. in the Bonita C. Mar-
ley Community Room at the 
library, 220 W. Harrison St.

The Morgan County Board 
of Commissioners will meet 
at 9:30 a.m. in the adminis-
tration building, 180 S. Main 
St. in Martinsville.

The Morgan County Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the 
administration building, 180 
S. Main St. in Martinsville.

Dec. 2
The Morgan County Native 
and Invasive Plant Partner-
ship will meet at 6 p.m. at 
the administration building, 

180 S. Main St. in Martinsville. 

The Mooresville Town Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Government Center, 4 E. 
Harrison St. 

Dec. 3
The Martinsville Redevelop-
ment Commission will meet at 
7:30 a.m. in council chambers, 
59 S. Jefferson St. 

Dec. 4
The Mooresville Redevelop-
ment Commission will meet 
at 6 p.m. at the Government 
Center, 4 E. Harrison St. 

Dec. 8
The Martinsville Board of 
Works will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the council chambers at 59 
S. Jefferson St. 

The Morgan County Plan Com-
mission will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the administration building, 
180 S. Main St. in Martinsville.

The Mooresville Parks and 
Recreation District will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. at the park office, 
1101 Indianapolis Road.

The Martinsville City Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. in the council 
chambers at 59 S. Jefferson St. 

Dec. 9
The Monrovia Plan Commis-
sion will meet at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Government Center, 60 S. 
Marley Way. 

Dec. 10
The Morgan County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
board will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Morgan County Admin-
istration Building, 180 S. Main 
St. in Martinsville.

Dec. 15
The Morgan County Park 
Board will meet at 4:30 p.m. 
at the History Museum, 127 S. 
Main St. in Martinsville. 

The Morgan County Commis-
sioners will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the administration building, 
180 S. Main St. in Martinsville.

The Morgan County Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the 
administration building, 180 S. 
Main St. in Martinsville.

The Monrovia Board of Zoning 
Appeals will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Government Center, 60 
S. Marley Way. 

Dec. 16
The Monrovia Town Council will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at the Govern-
ment Center, 60 S. Marley Way. 

The Mooresville Town Council will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at the Govern-
ment Center, 4 E. Harrison St. 

Dec. 18
The Metropolitan School District 
of Martinsville board will hold a 
regular meeting at 7 p.m. at the 
Central Education Center, 389 E. 
Jackson St. 

Dec. 22
The Martinsville Board of 
Works will meet at 6:30 p.m. in 
the council chambers at 59 S. 
Jefferson St. 

The Morgan County Board of Zon-
ing Appeals will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the administration building, 
180 S. Main St. in Martinsville. 

The Martinsville City Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. in the council 
chambers at 59 S. Jefferson St. 

Dec. 26
The Mooresville Library Board 
will hold a year-end meeting at 
9 a.m. in the Bonita C. Marley 
Community Room at the library, 
220 W. Harrison St.

Dec. 29
The Morgan County Board of 
Commissioners will meet at 
9:30 a.m. in the administra-
tion building, 180 S. Main St. 
in Martinsville.
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If you have any information concerning a wanted person, please contact the Morgan  
County Sheriff’s Office at 765-342-5544. Never attempt to follow or contact any fugitive.  

Instead, immediately dial 911 or contact your local law enforcement agency.  
All suspects are presumed innocent until proven guilty in the court of law.

PROBATION VIOLATION 

EUGENE CARTER JR
FAILURE TO APPEAR 

IZEAHIA WRIGHT
PROBATION VIOLATION 

JORDAN YATES

Now Through Nov
Donations are currently being 
accepted at The Red Barn 
Food Pantry, 146 E. Morgan St. 
in Martinsville to fill Thanks-
giving baskets, drop-off from 
9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays or by appoint-
ment. Blankets, hats and 
gloves are also needed at this 
time of year. 

Nov. 1-22
The Red Barn Food Pantry, 
146 E. Morgan St. Martinsville, 
will hand out Thanksgiving 
baskets again this year with a 
week’s worth of food, includ-
ing ham or turkey, sides and 
rolls from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Call 765-342-9063 to register, 
starting Nov. 1. 

Nov. 20
Thursday Euchre at Martins-
ville Senior Center from 6 to 9 
p.m. $3 All are welcome.

LEGO Club at Morgan County 
Public Library, 110 S Jefferson 
St in Martinsville from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m. Meets the third 
Thursday of each month.

Community Concert: The 
Perfect Love Song at Mt. 
Gilead Church, 619 E SR 144 in 
Mooresville at 7 p.m. Pianist 
Andreas Kern, presented 
by the Community Concert 
Association.

Nov. 21 to 23
Shrek the Musical at Martins-
ville High School 1360 East 
Gray St. Friday and Saturday 
at 7 p.m., Sunday at 3 p.m. 
$15.

Nov. 21 to 23
The Lightning Thief: The Percy 
Jackson Musical at Monrovia 
High School 205 South Chest-
nut St. Friday and Saturday 
at 7 p.m., Sunday at 3 p.m. $8 
for adults, $5 for students and 
children.

Nov. 21
Tiny Tots at the Monrovia 
Branch of Morgan County 
Public Library, 145 S. Chestnut 
St. from 10:30 to 11 a.m. every 
Friday.

Toddler Time at Morgan 
County Public Library, Main 
Branch 110 S. Jefferson St. in 
Martinsville, from 10:30 to 11 
a.m., every Friday for children 
1 to 2 yrs with caregivers, 
siblings outside the program’s 
age range are welcome.

Friday Euchre at Martinsville 
Senior Center from 12:30 to 
3:30 p.m. $5 All are welcome

Live Music at Cedar Creek, 
3820 Leonard Road, east of 
Martinsville, featuring John 
Ryan at 6 p.m.

Taps on the Square at the Vet-
erans Memorial, 95 E. Wash-
ington St. Martinsville. Meet 
and Greet at 6:40 p.m.; Names 
Read at 6:55 p.m. Paying 
tribute to all military service 
members and first responders 
who have passed. 

Karaoke Stars with Bobbi 
Delane at Hoosier Que/Foxcliff 
Golf Club, 1970 E. Mapleturn 
Road north of Martinsville at 
7 p.m

Nov. 22
In partnership with Meijer in 
Greenwood, Christian Chapel 
Church, 6828 Ind. 44 in Mor-
gantown, will distribute free 
Thanksgiving dinners from 4 
to 6 p.m. to the first 50 who 
register at 765-212-7537.

Live Music at Cedar Creek, 
3820 Leonard Road, east of 
Martinsville, featuring UKA-
Aliens at 4 p.m

Live Music at Main Street 
Grill Monrovia 220 W Main St, 
featuring Mikey Goode with 
Drew Lasley at 8 p.m.

Nov. 24
Pioneer Pathfinders walk at 
Pioneer Park, 1101 N Indianap-
olis Road in Mooresville 9 to 
10 a.m., meet at shelter #2.

Storytime at Morgan County 
Public Library, Main Branch 
110 S. Jefferson St. in Martins-
ville from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. 
every Monday for children 
3 to 5 yrs siblings outside 
the program’s age range are 
welcome.

A Matter of Balance at 
Mooresville Senior Center 
43005 E. St. Rd. IN-144 from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Nov 3rd to 
Dec 22. Open to the communi-
ty, free to attend. A Matter of 
Balance is a program designed 
to manage falls and increase 
activity levels. 317-999-8145, 
ext 1

Community Table, Free Hot 
Meal Monday’s at First Chris-
tian Church, 89 S. Main St. in 
Martinsville from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Everyone Welcome.

Life Support Group for Women 
at 359 N. Elliott St., Martins-
ville (side entrance of Way of 
the Cross Church) from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Hosted by Arise 
Together. Call or text 317-430-
9880 for more info. Meets 
every Monday.

PAL Parents of Addicted 
Loved Ones at The Haven 
Youth Center, 39 E. Jackson 
St. in Martinsville. Meets each 
Monday for education and 
support, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 317-
494-8794

Recovery at Mt. Gilead 
Church, 6019 E. SR 144 in 
Mooresville, weekly meeting 
from 7-8:30 p.m. A Faith-based 
support group that values the 
12-steps and the principles 
from scripture. Anyone look-
ing to recover from something 
is welcome to attend!

Monrovia Branch Book Club at 
Morgan County Public Library, 
145 South Chestnut St. starts 
at 7 p.m. Last Monday of the 
month. Discuss the book of 
the month with other readers. 
Nov. book The Great Alone 
by Kristin Hannah, Dec. book 
The Last Christmas in Paris 
by Hazel Gaynor and Heather 
Webb.

Nov. 25
The Foxcliff Chess Club meets 
at Greeks Pizza, 10 E. Morgan 
St in Martinsville,  2nd and 
4th Tuesdays of the month 
from 6 to 9 p.m. All ages 
welcome, from beginner to 
advanced. Contact foxcliff-
chess@gmail.com for more 
information.

Life Support at Life Pointe 
Church 528 N Indiana St., 
Mooresville. A Christ centered 
12 step program for anyone 
struggling with a life issue. 
Connect (coffee and snacks) 
at  6 p.m., Community Group 
at 6:15 p.m., Care Groups at 7 
p.m. Meets every Tuesday.

Weekly live music at the Mar-
tinsville Senior Center, 1369 
Blue Bluff Road, from 6:30 

to 9 p.m. Fun for the whole 
family.

DJ Trivia Night at Main Street 
Grill Martinsville, 21 N Jeffer-
son at 7 p.m. 

Nov. 26
Preschool Storytime with Ms. 
Emma at Waverly Branch of 
Morgan County Public Library, 
9410 E State Road 144 from 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. every 
Wednesday.

Preschool Storytime at Monro-
via Branch of Morgan County 
Public Library, 145 S. Chestnut 
St. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 
again from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
every Wednesday.

Indiana Spirit of ‘45 Battle 
Buddy and Spouse Support 
Group at 75 East Washington 
St. in Martinsville at 6:30 
p.m. All veterans and veteran 
spouses are welcome to 
attend.

Nov. 27
Tri Kappa Turkey Trot at Fox-
cliff North Manor House 4041 
N Foxcliff Drive East, Martins-
ville 8 a.m. Race Day Registra-
tion, 9 a.m. run/walk starts. 
register at www.GetMeRegis-
tered.com/FoxcliffTurkeyTrot 
or cash/check race day.

Nov. 28
Tiny Tots at the Monrovia 
Branch of Morgan County 
Public Library, 145 S. Chestnut 
St. from 10:30 to 11 a.m. every 
Friday.

Toddler Time at Morgan 
County Public Library, Main 
Branch 110 S. Jefferson St. in 
Martinsville, from 10:30 to 11 
a.m., every Friday for children 
1 to 2 yrs with caregivers, 
siblings outside the program’s 
age range are welcome.

Friday Euchre at Martinsville 
Senior Center from 12:30 to 
3:30 p.m. $5 All are welcome

Monthly Dinner at VFW Post 
1257, 1000 Josephine St. in 
Martinsville, steak and fish 
dinner with potato and salad 
starting at 6 p.m. Cost is $20, 
for steak, $15 for fish.

Taps on the Square at the Vet-
erans Memorial, 95 E. Wash-
ington St. Martinsville. Meet 
and Greet at 6:40 p.m.; Names 
Read at 6:55 p.m. Paying 
tribute to all military service 
members and first responders 
who have passed.

Karaoke Stars with Bobbi 
Delane at Hoosier Que/Foxcliff 
Golf Club, 1970 E. Mapleturn 
Road north of Martinsville at 
7 p.m

Nov. 29
Winter Wonderland Festival 
of Lights lighting ceremony at 
Jimmy Nash City Park, 360 N 
Home Ave. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Visit with Santa, food trucks 
on site, free crafts for kids.

Dec. 1
A Matter of Balance at Moores-
ville Senior Center 43005 E. 
St. Rd. IN-144 from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m. Nov 3rd to Dec 22. Open 
to the community, free to 
attend. A Matter of Balance is 
a program designed to manage 
falls and increase activity 
levels. 317-999-8145, ext 1

Calendar of Events

MOORESVILLE — 
The death of a Mooresville 
man is still under investi-
gation as of Monday, ac-
cording to Morgan County 
Coroner Mike Ellis. 

The man’s death was 
reported to authorities the 
morning of Nov. 1, and 
the deceased was thereaf-
ter taken to a local funeral 
home. However, during 
the body’s inspection, 
questions arose concern-
ing his manner of death, 
and by that afternoon, in-
vestigators from Morgan 
County’s Major Crimes 
7DVN� )RUFH� KDG� WDSHG� R൵�
the deceased’s house in the 
600 block of White Ash 
Trail in the Rooker Trace 
subdivision just east of 
Mooresville. 

By the late afternoon, 
the street in front of the 
KRXVH� ZDV� ¿OOHG� ZLWK�

about a dozen vehicles 
from the Martinsville and 
Mooresville police de-
partments, as well as the 
0RUJDQ� &RXQW\� 6KHUL൵¶V�
2൶FH�� ,QYHVWLJDWRUV� UH-
mained at the house well 
into the evening. 

Ellis had concluded 
the deceased’s autopsy 
on Nov. 3 and passed the 
results on to local law en-
forcement. He said as of 
Nov. 17, that “detectives 
are still wrapping things 
up,” and the man’s cause 
of death has still not been 
released to the public. 

The Mooresville Metro-
politan Police Department 
Det. Matthew McDaniel is 
leading the investigation, 
and anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact the 
MMPD at 317-831-3434.

Merv Hendricks and 
Jared Quigg contributed 
to this story.

Staff Report

Investigation  
ongoing in Moores-
ville man’s death 
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Every morning before the 
sun rises, childcare provid-
ers across Indiana unlock 

their doors, turn on the lights, and 
SUHSDUH�FODVVURRPV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�WLQ\�
VKRHV��ELJ�GUHDPV�DQG�JURZLQJ�
minds. 
:H�ZHOFRPH�FKLOGUHQ�ZKRVH�

SDUHQWV�WUXVW�XV�ZLWK�WKHLU�PRVW�
SUHFLRXV�WUHDVXUH�ZKLOH�WKH\�NHHS�
our communities running.

But lately, behind every cheerful 
morning greeting is quiet panic.

The latest Child Care and Devel-
opment Fund (CCDF) budget cuts 
have left providers reeling. Those 
RI�XV�ZKR�PHHW�WKH�VWDWH¶V�KLJKHVW�
standards — licensed, Paths to 
QUALITY Level 3 and 4 programs 
ZLWK�GHJUHHG��H[SHULHQFHG�WHDFKHUV�
— are being reimbursed less than 
before. Funding that once helped 
FRYHU�WHDFKHU�ZDJHV��FODVVURRP�PD-
terials and family engagement has 
EHHQ�VWULSSHG�DZD\��:H¶UH�GRLQJ�
more for less pay, and the math no 
ORQJHU�ZRUNV�

Cutting what matters most
%HFDXVH�RI�WKHVH�FXWV��,¶YH�

HOLPLQDWHG�WKLQJV�WKDW�RQFH�GH¿QHG�
RXU�SURJUDP¶V�KHDUW��2XU�SDUHQW�
ZRUNVKRSV��ZKHUH�IDPLOLHV�FDPH�
together to learn and support one 
DQRWKHU��DUH�JRQH��:H�XVHG�WR�R൵HU�
free childcare and pizza so parents 
FRXOG�DWWHQG��EXW�WKDW¶V�QR�ORQJHU�
possible.
2XU�IDPLO\�HQJDJHPHQW�QLJKWV�²�

ZKHQ�SDUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�SOD\HG��
learned and built connections — 
have been scaled back just to make 
the budget stretch.

Even classroom learning supplies 
are being cut. Manipulatives, art 
materials and science tools that 
PDNH�OHDUQLQJ�FRPH�DOLYH�DUH�QRZ�
GRQDWLRQ�EDVHG��:H¶UH�DVNLQJ�
families to help supply the basics so 
teachers can teach.

Choosing children over dollars
:KHQ�WKH�QHZ�&&')�UDWHV�FDPH�

out, many centers passed those 
RYHUDJHV�RQ�WR�IDPLOLHV��,�FRXOGQ¶W��
,�NQRZ�P\�IDPLOLHV�²�WKHLU�VWRULHV�
DQG�VWUXJJOHV��7KH\�FDQ¶W�D൵RUG�DQ-
other increase, and I refuse to make 
childcare an impossible choice.

So I chose the children.
We serve many neurodiverse 

FKLOGUHQ��DQG�,�FRXOGQ¶W�MHRSDUGL]H�
WKHLU�VWDELOLW\��2XU�FODVVURRPV�
are safe havens — predictable, 
QXUWXULQJ�VSDFHV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�DGXOWV�
ZKR�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�VXSSRUW�WKHP��
:H�GRQ¶W�KDYH�KLJK�VWD൵�RU�FKLOG�

WXUQRYHU��ZH�KDYH�D�ERQG�
2QH�OLWWOH�ER\�FDPH�WR�XV�DIWHU�

EHLQJ�H[SHOOHG�IURP�KLV�SUHYLRXV�
FKLOGFDUH��RQH�WKDW�ZDVQ¶W�SDUW�RI�,Q-
GLDQD¶V�3DWKV�WR�48$/,7<�V\VWHP��
That program placed him in a high 
FKDLU�ZKHQ�KLV�EHKDYLRUV�H[SORGHG�
EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�³EHLQJ�D�EDE\�´�+H�
ZDV���\HDUV�ROG�
$W�RXU�/HYHO���FHQWHU��ZH�WRRN�

D�GL൵HUHQW�
approach. 
With patience, 
observation 
and collaboration 
ZLWK�KLV�IDPLO\�DQG�
SHGLDWULFLDQ��KH�ZDV�
GLDJQRVHG�ZLWK�DX-
WLVP��OHYHO����6LQFH�WKHQ��KLV�ZRUOG�
has changed.
+H�QRZ�WKULYHV�LQ�RXU�FODVVURRP��

:H¶YH�OHDUQHG�KLV�WULJJHUV��WDXJKW�
KLP�WR�KDQGOH�IUXVWUDWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�
hitting, and built strategies that 
ZRUN�DW�KRPH��+LV�SDUHQWV�DWWHQGHG�
RXU�ZRUNVKRS�EHIRUH�IXQGLQJ�FXWV�
VKXW�LW�GRZQ�DQG�OHDUQHG�WR�SDUHQW�
ZLWK�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�FRQVLVWHQF\�
+H�QR�ORQJHU�KLWV�KLV�PRP�RU�

KDV�H[SORVLYH�RXWEXUVWV��+H�EXLOGV�
HODERUDWH�0DJQD�7LOH�WRZHUV�²�D�
future engineer in the making.
7KLV�LV�ZKDW�KLJK�TXDOLW\�FKLOG-

care looks like.
7KLV�LV�ZKDW�,QGLDQD�VKRXOG�ZDQW�

for every child.

The wrong direction
Instead, state leaders are moving 

WKH�RSSRVLWH�ZD\�
While cutting funding to 

high-quality programs, legislators 
increased the number of children 
unlicensed childcare homes can 
VHUYH�IURP�¿YH�WR�VHYHQ��7KHVH�
KRPHV�DUHQ¶W�UHTXLUHG�WR�XQGHUJR�
background checks, complete train-
LQJ��KROG�&35�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�RU�SDVV�
inspections.
$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKHUH¶V�WDON�RI�

deregulating childcare altogether — 

DOORZLQJ�RQH�DGXOW�WR�FDUH�IRU�HYHQ�
PRUH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�FDOOLQJ�LW�³¿[LQJ�
D൵RUGDELOLW\�´
7KDW�¿[HV�WKH�QXPEHUV��QRW�WKH�

SUREOHP��,W�ORZHUV�FRVWV�E\�GHYDOX-
LQJ�WKH�ZRUNIRUFH�WKDW�QXUWXUHV�RXU�
FKLOGUHQ��,W�³VROYHV´�WKH�FKLOGFDUH�
FULVLV�E\�ORZHULQJ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�
FDUH�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�QHHG�LW�PRVW�

We need reform, not retreat
:H¶UH�QRW�DVNLQJ�IRU�VSHFLDO�

treatment — just fairness and 
sustainability.

• Fully fund CCDF to restore 
reimbursement rates and reopen the 
ZDLWOLVW�

• Develop a provider feedback 
survey educators can safely and 
honestly complete.

• Protect families from sudden 
rate changes or loss of care.

• Invest in quality, not quantity.
Indiana needs real CCDF reform, 

not reckless cuts. Providers, fam-
LOLHV�DQG�OHJLVODWRUV�VKRXOG�ZRUN�

together on long-
term solutions 
that ensure 
every family 

has access to 
high-quality early 

care and education.
<RX�FDQ¶W�FXW�XV�

R൵�DW�WKH�NQHHV�DQG�H[SHFW�XV�WR�
VWDQG�WDOO�IRU�,QGLDQD¶V�FKLOGUHQ�
5HIXQG�QRZ�²�WKHQ�OHW¶V�ZRUN�

on reform for the 2027 budget. 
/HW¶V�VFDOH�&&')�WKRXJKWIXOO\��
transparently and sustainably. 
7KDW¶V�KRZ�ZH�SURWHFW�RXU�ZRUN-
force, support families, and ensure 
children thrive.

$�¿QDO�ZRUG
,�ORYH�ZKDW�,�GR��0\�WHDFKHUV�

ORYH�ZKDW�WKH\�GR��:H�DUH�SURXG�WR�
VKDSH�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�WKLQN-
HUV�DQG�GUHDPHUV��%XW�ORYH�FDQ¶W�
pay the bills or keep the lights on.

The life of a childcare provider in 
,QGLDQD�ULJKW�QRZ�LV�RQH�RI�H[KDXV-
WLRQ��VDFUL¿FH�DQG�KHDUWEUHDN�²�\HW�
VWLOO�IXOO�RI�KRSH��:H�VKRZ�XS�HYHU\�
GD\�EHFDXVH�ZH�EHOLHYH�HYHU\�FKLOG�
deserves a chance to thrive.
2XU�IXWXUH�GHSHQGV�RQ�LW�

Jennifer Palmer, M.A. Ed., is the 
owner and director of The Grow-
ing Garden Learning Center in 
Mooresville and serves as president 
of the Morgan County Early Learn-
ing Coalition. She is an advocate 
for high-quality, play-based and 
nature-rich early learning for all 
Hoosier children.

EYHU\�PRQWK��,�FRQVXOW�ZLWK�
P\�VWD൵��P\�IDPLO\�DQG�HYHQ�
VRPH�RI�\RX�RQ�ZKDW�,�VKRXOG�

discuss in my column, and this 
PRQWK�LV�QR�GL൵HUHQW��

While there is no shortage of 
developments at CFMC, many are 
not ready for disclosure, restricting 
P\�SXEOLF�DQQRXQFHPHQWV��FOL൵-
hanger!). 
%XW�P\�VWD൵�VXJJHVWHG�,�LQIRUP�

you again this month about Morgan 
&RXQW\¶V�IRRG�VKRUWDJH��HVSHFLDOO\�
since the season of giving is near. 
2I�FRXUVH��ZKDW�JUHDW�WLPLQJ��JLYHQ�
WKH�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�OHYHO�RI�QHHG�ZH�
are seeing in Morgan County and 
WKH�XQFHUWDLQW\�RI�61$3�EHQH¿WV��
As I organized my thoughts and 
researched solutions for food inse-
cure areas, I discovered something I 
ZDV�QRW�H[SHFWLQJ��,�WKLQN�ZH�KDYH�
D�VLJQL¿FDQW�VROXWLRQ�WR�UHGXFLQJ�
hunger all around us.
6XVDQ�+D\QHV�LV�WKH�ORQJWLPH�

H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU�IRU�&KXUFKHV�LQ�
0LVVLRQ��&,0���0RUJDQ�&RXQW\¶V�
ODUJHVW�IRRG�SDQWU\��6XVDQ�KDV�ZRUQ�
many hats during her 30 years of 
YROXQWHHU�VHUYLFH�ZLWK�&,0��DQG�,�
frequently rely on her updates of the 
need. 
,Q�-XQH��6XVDQ�VKRFNHG�RXU�ZRP-

HQ¶V�JLYLQJ�FLUFOH�������:RPHQ�
:KR�&DUH��ZLWK�WKH�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�
number of hungry families CIM 
ZDV�VHUYLQJ��7KH�ZRPHQ�UHVSRQGHG�
E\�DZDUGLQJ�WKDW�QLJKW¶V�JUDQW�WR�
CIM of more than $30,000. Susan 
ZDV�JUDWHIXO�EXW�ODWHU�WROG�PH�WKRVH�
IXQGV�ZRXOG�RQO\�ODVW�WKURXJK�WKH�
VXPPHU��,�ZURWH�DERXW�KHU�ZLQ�
DQG�WKH�JURZLQJ�QHHG�LQ�P\�-XO\�
column. 
)URP�-DQXDU\�WR�2FWREHU�WKLV�

\HDU��&KXUFKHV�LQ�0LVVLRQ�¿OOHG�
������IRRG�RUGHUV�IRU�������KRXVH-
holds. Those households included 
������FKLOGUHQ�DQG�����VHQLRUV��
2FWREHU�ZDV�WKH�ODUJHVW�RQH�PRQWK�
WRWDO�IRU�DVVLVWDQFH��ZLWK�������IRRG�
RUGHUV�¿OOHG��7KHVH�QXPEHUV�KDYH�
WULSOHG�VLQFH�WKH�&29,'�SDQGHPLF�
in 2020. 

At the beginning of this month, 
Churches in Mission had its largest 
VLQJOH�GD\�RI�DVVLVWDQFH��ZLWK�
����IRRG�RUGHUV�¿OOHG��2Q�WKDW�
GD\�DORQH�����KRXVHKROGV�QHZ�WR�

Churches in Mission came for 
assistance. 
6R�ZKDW�GR�ZH�GR�QRZ"�,�ZHO-

come direct donations to Churches 
in Mission and other food pantries, 
EXW�,�KDYH�D�PRUH�VSHFL¿F�DVN�
RI�WZR�YHU\�SUHYDOHQW��SRZHUIXO�
groups in Morgan County — hunt-
ers and farmers. Like I said, in 
preparing this column, I made a 
discovery that I think is a viable 
VROXWLRQ�WR�WKLV�JURZLQJ�SUREOHP�
,Q�������LQ�+DJHUVWRZQ��0G���

D�ZRPDQ�ZDV�
desperately 
struggling to 
load a battered 
buck she found 
into her car so 
she could feed 
her family. 

A man named Rick Wilson 
stopped to help her and felt both 
KHDUWEURNHQ�DQG�LQVSLUHG��+HU�GHWHU-
PLQDWLRQ�WR�GR�ZKDWHYHU�LW�WRRN�WR�
feed her kids made a lasting impact 
RQ�KLP��5LFN�ZHQW�KRPH�WKDW�GD\�
ZLWK�D�SDVVLRQ�LQVLGH�KLP�WR�EULQJ�
farmers and hunters together to help 
feed their hungry neighbors. That 
YLVLRQ�KDV�QRZ�JURZQ�LQWR�D�QDWLRQ-
ZLGH�H൵RUW�WKDW�XQLWHV�YROXQWHHUV�
across America to provide healthy 
protein for food banks and feeding 
ministries in local communities. 
5LFN�IRXQGHG�)DUPHUV�	�+XQWHUV�

)HHGLQJ�WKH�+XQJU\��)+)+��DQG�
LV�QRZ�FRPEDWLQJ�KXQJHU�ORFDOO\�
and sustainably. CFMC has reached 
RXW�WR�0RQURH�&RXQW\��ZKLFK�KDV�
D�ORFDO�FKDSWHU�RI�)+)+�WR�H[WHQG�
this to Morgan County. 
0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�LV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�

farmers and hunters. This collabora-
WLRQ�FRXOG�EH�YHU\�SRZHUIXO��'XULQJ�
deer season, Indiana licensed 
KXQWHUV�DUH�DOORZHG�WR�NLOO�VL[�GRHV�
DQG�RQH�EXFN��KRZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�D�
UHGXFWLRQ�]RQH�WKDW�UXQV�EHWZHHQ�
,QG�����DQG�,�����DQG�IURP�,QG�����
WR�,������DOORZLQJ�KXQWHUV�WR�NLOO�
nine does and one buck. 

A lifetime licensed hunter like 
my husband can hunt this limit 
ZLWKRXW�SXUFKDVLQJ�WDJV��UHTXLUHG�
for processing, but that lifetime 
OLFHQVH�ZDV�GLVFRQWLQXHG�LQ�������
7KURXJK�D�IXQG�DW�&)0&��ZH�

can reimburse hunters for tags and 
butchers for processing fees for 
GRQDWHG�DQLPDOV��'LG�\RX�NQRZ�
the meat from one deer can make 
����PHDOV"�2൵HULQJ�QHHG\�IDPLOLHV�
meat options is one of the greatest 
challenges for Churches In Mission. 
I consider our food shortage to be 
the highest and most urgent need of 
our county. Imagine being able to 
R൵HU�KXQJU\�FKLOGUHQ�ELVFXLWV�DQG�
YHQLVRQ�JUDY\�LQVWHDG�RI�D�ER[�RI�
cereal. 
2SHQLQJ�GD\�RI�JXQ�VHDVRQ�

VWDUWHG�6DWXUGD\��1RY������$QG�,�
ask all hunters 
to consider 
donating one 
kill this season. 
Your donation 
could have a 

huge impact in 
UHGXFLQJ�0RUJDQ�&RXQW\¶V�KXQJHU�
problem. 
5HDGHUV��LI�\RX�NQRZ�D�KXQWHU��

VSUHDG�WKH�ZRUG�DQG�FRQVLGHU�GR-
QDWLQJ�WR�RXU�IXQG�WR�R൵VHW�SURFHVV-
ing costs. All charitable donations 
DUH�WD[�GHGXFWLEOH��

Throughout my short time at 
CFMC, I have made many requests 
of you. From reaching our GIFT 
9,,,�JRDO�VHW�E\�/LOO\�(QGRZPHQW�
to organizing our giving circles, I 
have learned repeatedly the strength 
and generosity of Morgan County. 

We take care of our neighbors, 
DQG�ZH�GR�QRW�OHW�WKHP�JR�KXQJU\��

For more information and 
R൵HUV�RI�KHOS��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�PH�DW�
kcole@cfmconline.org.

Kim Cole is the president of the 
Community Foundation of Morgan 
County.

COMIC

The life of a childcare provider

Hunters help fight hunger

,Q�-DQXDU\�������5RGHULF�%UD\�DQQRXQFHG�KLV�UXQ�IRU�WKH�,QGLDQD�
6HQDWH�VHDW�KHOG�E\�KLV�IDWKHU�IRU�¿YH�WHUPV�
$�IHZ�GD\V�ODWHU��D�ORFDO�7HDPVWHUV�R൶FLDO�FRQWDFWHG�PH�DV�WKH�

Morgan County Democratic Party chairperson at the time. The of-
¿FLDO�ZDV�DQJU\�D�6HQDWH�VHDW�ZRXOG�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�EH�SDVVHG�GRZQ�
WR�D�VRQ�LI�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�FKDOOHQJHU�
³:KDW�LI�,�UDQ�DJDLQVW�%UD\"´�WKH�7HDPVWHUV�R൶FLDO�VDLG��$QG�KH�GLG�
)RU�WKH�QH[W�VHYHUDO�PRQWKV��WKH�R൶FLDO�DQG�,�VSHQW�HQGOHVV�KRXUV�

GULYLQJ�DOO�RYHU�0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�DQG�SDUWV�RI�-RKQVRQ��2ZHQ�DQG�
Putnam counties putting up signs and looking for campaign funds.
,Q�WKH�HQG��5RG�%UD\�ZRQ�WKH�6HQDWH�VHDW�E\�D���WR���PDUJLQ��EXW��

,�OLNH�WR�WKLQN�KH�FDPH�DZD\�IURP�WKH�UDFH�ZLWK�D�JUXGJLQJ�UHVSHFW�
for his opponent.
6LQFH�WKHQ��,¶YH�ZDWFKHG�5RG�%UD\�ULVH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�5HSXEOLFDQ�

3DUW\�DQG�WKH�/HJLVODWXUH��,Q�������IRU�LQVWDQFH��KH�ZDV�HOHFWHG�
6HQDWH�0DMRULW\�/HDGHU��DQG�D�IHZ�PRQWKV�ODWHU��KH�ZDV�QDPHG�
Senate President Pro Tem.
:KLOH�,�KDYH�QRW�DOZD\V�DJUHHG�ZLWK�VRPH�RI�KLV�ELOOV��%UD\�KDV�

DOZD\V�EHHQ�RSHQ�WR�GLVFXVVLQJ�OHJLVODWLYH�PDWWHUV��,�DOVR�KDYH�
IRXQG�KLP�WR�EH�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�LQ�WKH�IHZ�SHUVRQDO�HQFRXQWHUV�
,¶YH�KDG�ZLWK�KLP��5RG�DOZD\V�ORRNHG�PH�VWUDLJKW�LQ�WKH�H\H�DQG�
listened attentively before responding to me. 
7KLV�DOO�WR�VD\�KRZ�SOHDVHG�,�ZDV�ODVW�ZHHN�ZKHQ�,�UHDG�D�

VWDWHPHQW�IURP�KLV�R൶FH�VWDWLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�QRW�HQRXJK�VXSSRUW�
among his Republican colleagues for a special legislative session to 
UHGUDZ�,QGLDQD¶V�QLQH�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�GLVWULFWV�
)URP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��,�WKRXJKW�WKLV�LGHD�ZDV�ULGLFXORXV��,�QRZ�ZRUU\�

DERXW�DQ\�UHWULEXWLRQ�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�DQG�*RYHUQRU��ERWK�RI�ZKRP�IDYRU�
UHGLVWULFWLQJ��PD\�LQÀLFW�XSRQ�%UD\�DQG�KLV�5HSXEOLFDQ�FROOHDJXHV�
%UD\¶V�DQQRXQFHPHQW�DOVR�UHPLQGHG�PH�RI�D�UHPDUN�RQH�RI�P\�

professors once made. 
+H�REVHUYHG��³,W�UHDOO\�GRHVQ¶W�PDWWHU�LI�D�ORFDO�FDQGLGDWH�LV�D�'HPR-

FUDW�RU�D�5HSXEOLFDQ��DV�ORQJ�DV�KH�RU�VKH�UHSUHVHQWV�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�´
5RG�%UD\��\RX�UHSUHVHQWHG�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�ODVW�ZHHN��7KDQN�\RX�

David B. Reddick
Camby 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Bray did the right thing

Letters to the editor policy
The Correspondent values the opinions of the public and encourages letters to 
the editor. 

Letters are limited to 350 words in length and may be submitted via email to 
editor Stephen Crane at scrane@morgancountycorrespondent.com or by mail to 
the Correspondent, 109 E. Morgan St., Martinsville, IN 46151. Submissions must 
include a name and phone number to confirm authorship. 

The Correspondent reserves the right to edit for length, taste and clarity. The news-
paper may also refuse to publish, particularly in instances of libel or slander. 

This page is a forum for a broad spectrum of opinions and to be considered separate 
from the news coverage of this publication. The opinions expressed do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Correspondent, its owners or its staff. 

Guest Column
JENNIFER PALMER

Nov. 20 is the Great American Smokeout, a day set aside by the 
American Cancer Society to encourage smokers to give up tobacco, 
at least for one day, and to think about quitting for good.

These days, most people have a pretty good understanding of the harms 
FDXVHG�E\�FLJDUHWWH�VPRNLQJ��EXW�DERXW���LQ���,QGLDQD�DGXOWV�VWLOO�VPRNH��

Smokers have a high risk of developing lung cancer, heart dis-
ease and many other types of cancer. Smoking also increases the 
damage of chronic diseases such as diabetes and asthma, and can 
increase the risk of strokes. 
:H�FDQ�VXSSRUW�+RRVLHU�VPRNHUV�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�TXLW�E\�HQFRXU-

DJLQJ�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�*UHDW�$PHULFDQ�6PRNH�2XW�RQ�1RY�����
and through free resources such as the Indiana Tobacco Quitline. 
,QGLDQD�UHVLGHQWV�DJHV����DQG�RYHU�FDQ�FRQWDFW�WKH�4XLWOLQH�DW�
������4XLW�1RZ�RU�4XLW1RZ,QGLDQD�FRP��
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�UHVRXUFHV��ZH�KDYH�WZR�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�FRPLQJ�

XS�IRU�0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�UHVLGHQWV��7KH�,8�+HDOWK�0RELOH�/XQJ�
6FUHHQLQJ�XQLW�ZLOO�EH�DW�/LIH�3RLQWH�&KXUFK������1�,QGLDQD�6W��LQ�
0RRUHVYLOOH�RQ�1RY�����IURP���D�P��WR���S�P��DQG�DW�+RRVLHU�+DU-
YHVW�&KXUFK�������/HRQDUG�5RDG�MXVW�HDVW�RI�0DUWLQVYLOOH�RQ�'HF����
IURP���D�P��WR������S�P�

Lung screening is covered by insurance, including Medicare and 
Medicaid, if you meet the eligibility requirements. To be eligible 
for the screening, participants must have a 20-year smoking history 
�RQH�SDFN�SHU�GD\�IRU����\HDUV�RU�WZR�SDFNV�SHU�GD\�IRU�DW�OHDVW����
\HDUV��DQG�EH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI����DQG�����
$SSRLQWPHQWV�DUH�UHFRPPHQGHG�DQG�FDQ�EH�PDGH�E\�FDOOLQJ�����

����/81*��������RU�HPDLOLQJ�OXQJVFUHHQLQJ#LXKHDOWK�RUJ�

Kristinia Love
Tobacco Prevention and Treatment Coordinator

IU Health

Time for a ‘Smokeout’ 

CFMC Community Chat
KIM COLE
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Grateful to  
Give Back

When a bank really understands 
your needs, you feel at home.  

Understanding your needs  
is our first step. Call us  
at 765-342-6695.  

As a mutual bank, we’re owned by 
our members—not stockholders. That 
means we give back, investing 10% of 
our profits into community projects. 
Whether you need a checking account, 
savings, or loan, our team is here to help 
you take your next financial step.

Black Locust, Tulip 
Poplar, Kentucky 
Coffeetree, Hick-

ory, Maples of all kinds, 
Oaks, Hackberry, Osage 
Orange, and so many 
more — to walk through 
a central Indiana wood-
land is a smorgasbord of 
trees. If you were lucky 
enough to be a fifth-grad-
er in the ‘60s and ‘70s, 
you needed to recognize 
a minimum of 10 by 
their leaves to get your 
tree ribbon at Bradford 
Woods. The leaves are 
quickly dropping, the 
colors well past peak, but 
a woods walk is always a 
refreshing and enjoyable 
experience. 

Dog and I try for a 
walk through our woods 
most days, I with my 
walking stick and Dog 
with any branch avail-
able, large or small. 
What is it about dogs 
and sticks? With even 
the suggestion of a walk, 
he races to grab a stick, 
tree limb or even a firepit 
log for the journey! I am 
enjoying the fresh air and 
making observations for 
future drawings, while he 
is trying to rearrange the 
forest. 

This is a great time to 
observe tree structure. 
Remnants of the leaf can-
opy are still visible for 
basic overall shape rec-
ognition, but enough of 
the leaves are gone to see 
the underlying tree struc-
ture. Like snowflakes and 
faces, no two trees are 
exactly the same, and all 
are infinitely fascinating. 

Pen-and-ink is my 
favorite way to render 
trees; I add a new tree 
sketch to my tablet most 
days. My evening Draw-
ing Group has been work-
ing with pen and simple 
line drawing thus far, 
with tree studies being a 
great choice for drawing 
practice.

Willowfield Lavender 
Farm hosts its annual 
Holiday Open House, 
today through Sunday, 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
from Thursday to Satur-
day, and noon to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday. Enjoy a cup 
of lavender tea, shop for 
unique ornaments and 
lavender-themed pottery 
items created by owner 
Libby O’Conner.

Flowers by Dewey and 
Sterling Butterfly both 
host their Holiday Open 
House this Saturday.

Candy Cane pours 
continue each Saturday at 
the Martinsville Can-

dy Kitchen; pour times 
vary. Handmade candies 
include divinity, fudge, 
cinnamon logs, cherry 
cordial bark and so much 
more.

Art Sanctuary wel-
comes painter Barb Coo-
per as its newest resident 
artist. Cooper showcas-
es colorful landscape 
paintings in her main 
floor studio. She will be 
offering wine-and-canvas 
type classes starting in 
January. She will be “of-
ficially open” for Small 
Business Saturday on 
Nov. 29. 

Small Business Satur-
day is the day to explore 
downtown Martinsville. 
Businesses will be open 
with special deals for 
this nationwide event, 
focusing on shopping 
small and shopping local. 
Unique gift items will be 
offered by local vendors 
in shops, and the Makers 
Market at Art Sanctuary 
hosts a full compliment 
of artists, crafters, home-
made product vendors 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Santa will be in for chats 
and photos with the 
kiddos. 

For additional info, 
including vendor space 
availability email or-
ganizer Dorene Page at 
makersmarket3@gmail.
com. Several Art Sanc-
tuary artists’ studios 
will also be open with 
great holiday gift giving 
choices and special sales. 
Lunch in one of the many 
good downtown eateries 

is a fun addition to the 
day!

Fairy Tales & Fables 
bookstore has a full slate 
of book signings and spe-
cial events coming up, in-
cluding a meet-and-greet 
book signing on Sunday, 
Nov. 23, with Indiana 
author Katy Mann, of 
Where to Take the Kids 
Indianapolis. Sip & Paint, 
Polar Express for kids in 
jammies, and several oth-
er events are coming up 
in the next few weeks.

Stop in the Community 
Foundation of Morgan 
County on the west 
side of the Martinsville 
Square anytime the Open 
flag is flying to enjoy 
artwork by several of 
Morgan County’s best 
artists. Visitors are al-
ways welcome. 

Ask about their “100 
Women Who Give” and 
“Guys That Give” unique 
donation opportunities 
while you are there. If 
you are interested in 
investing in our amaz-
ing nonprofits helping 
Morgan County residents, 
this is a great choice for 
your donation dollars.

I’ll be posting holiday 
special prices for Max-
well Fine Art Studios 
in next week’s article. 
Specials start with Small 
Business Saturday and 
run through December. 

In the meantime, keep 
me posted at artcartmar 
tinsville@gmail.com, 
nancy.maxwell@me.com 
or text to 765-318-0972.

A great time for a 
walk in the woods — 
and shopping local

She liked to cook, 
dinner mostly. But 
oh, the breakfasts 

on Saturday mornings 
were an aromatic symbol 
of heaven in our kitchen. 
The sizzle and the sweet 
combined to draw her little 
duo out of our beds and 
into her warm company. 
Ever the early riser, she 
WKRXJKW�¿UVW�RI�P\�IDWKHU�
and me when planning her 
day.

If the kitchen was her 
familiar milieu, then travel 
was her imaginary friend. 
We rarely left the farm 
— only to go to town for 
groceries or supplies or a 
visit to the grandparents. 
But Father, knowing her 
penchant for faraway des-
tinations and her dreams 
of mysterious adventures, 
collected postcards from 
all over the world to 
delight and indulge her 
fantasies. 

If neighbors were trav-
eling to Europe, he asked 
them to bring back 
picture cards from 
France or Italy or 
Denmark. When a 
city cousin went 
on safari in South 
Africa, wild 
animals 
appeared 
on a card 
mailed from 
Johannesburg. A photo of 
a downtown scene in Bei-
jing graced the postcard 
brought back by a foreign 
exchange student. Yet an-
other featured the Amazon 
River, complete with open 
rafts and menacing water 
creatures native to South 
America. Mother went 
around the world in her 
imagination all her life.

And she loved music. 
$OO�NLQGV��GL൵HUHQW�VW\OHV�
and a broad variety of 
artists and instruments. 
If she could not see those 
faraway destinations in 
reality, she invited the 
melodies of a thousand 
muses to carry her away.

My father’s all-en-
compassing love for us 
provided everything we 
needed and much of what 

we wanted. I was a part of 
their love story, landing 
me a front-row seat to 
all that played out in the 
course of nearly 46 years. 
He told her that he would 
love her until the day he 
died. I never married, 
choosing to remain in their 
comforting embrace rather 
WKDQ�ULVN�QRW�HYHU�¿QGLQJ�
what they had together.

She and her little world 
became ever smaller after 
Father died. She continued 
to manage the house and 
the yard, cooking with the 

products of her abun-
dant garden. 
I helped with 
what I could, 

and we 
rented out 
the farm in 
small parcels 
to those 
who tilled 

the land as 
he would have done. It 
wasn’t until she passed 
away, nearly two-and-a-
half years after him, that I 
found the suitcase stashed 
away in the attic.
,W�ZDV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�WKRVH�

postcards, the placehold-
ers of those travel dreams 
Father had so thoughtfully 
honored. What I never 
knew was that, before 
he presented each one to 
her, he carefully wrote 
the name of a song on 
the back of each one — a 
song that was somehow 
VLJQL¿FDQW��7KH�SRVWFDUG�
from Dublin was inscribed 
with “When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling.” Then I smiled 
myself when I saw Abba’s 
“Lay All Your Love on 
Me,” paying homage to a 

Swedish landscape. A city 
view of Los Angeles was 
marked by “L.A. Woman” 
from The Doors. 

The melodies of a thou-
sand muses. 

And then there was a 
postcard from Nashville, 
Tenn. An aunt and uncle 
had traveled there to cel-
ebrate an anniversary; my 
father asked them to send 
a picture of the Ryman Au-
ditorium. He knew Mother 
would like that. She rarely 
missed a Saturday night 
performance of the Grand 
Ole Opry on the radio. I 
was surprised to see that 
the card did not have a 
song title written on it.

As I looked at the 
postmark, I realized why 
the customary musical 
inscription was missing. 
The card was dated for the 
day my father died.

I hesitated, feeling 
the collection was not 
quite complete. Nash-
ville. Surely there was a 
country song that would 
be absolutely perfect for 
this postcard and this date. 
I found a pen and wrote, 
“He Stopped Loving Her 
Today.”

I hope they found each 
other quickly on the other 
side. Perhaps she is mak-
ing breakfast, he tending a 
small farm; perhaps they 
are speaking of dreams 
and faraway places and 
the music that harmonized 
their life. I hope they are 
loving once again.

Connie Sieferman loves 
to engage with language. 
Reading, writing, speaking 
… the words are always 
dancing! She likes histor-
LFDO�¿FWLRQ��ELRJUDSKLHV�
DQG�&KULVWLDQ�QRQ�¿FWLRQ�
for cozy afternoon reads. 
µ$�JRRG�ERRN�WDNHV�PH�RQ�
a wonderful adventure!’

Love language

FROM TOP: The main gallery at Art Sanctuary is filled with 
vendors for last year’s Makers Market — an event defined by 
homemade goods. // Santa and Mrs. Claus always like to make 
an appearance at Makers Market at Art Sanctuary. This year, it 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Nov. 29, otherwise known 
as Small Business Saturday. (Courtesy photos)

Authors Who Serve
All writers are invited to 

join our Mooresville-based 
writing group. Please email 
Rachel@AuthorsWhoServe.
com for more information.

Art Cart
NANCY MAXWELL

Authors Who Serve
CONNIE SIEFERMAN
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-RLQ������:RPHQ�:KR�&DUH�0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�RQ�'HFHPEHU���WK�

&)0&�LV�UHFUXLWLQJ�PHPEHUV�IRU�WKLV�ZRPHQȆV�JLYLQJ�FLUFOH��ZKHUH�����
TXDUWHUO\�GRQDWLRQV�DUH�SRROHG�WR�DZDUG�WKRXVDQGV�RI�GROODUV�WR�D�ORFDO
QRQSURILWȂDOO�LQ�DERXW����PLQXWHV�

$W�HDFK�PHHWLQJ��PHPEHUV�QRPLQDWH��DGYRFDWH��DQG�YRWH�IRU�QRQSURILWV�
7KUHH�QDPHV�DUH�GUDZQ��DQG�HDFK�QRPLQDWRU�JHWV���PLQXWHV�WR�PDNH�WKHLU
SLWFK��2QO\�PHPEHUV�FDQ�DWWHQG��QRPLQDWH��DQG�YRWH��0HPEHUVKLS�LV�RSHQ�
LQFOXGLQJ�WR�QRQSURILW�HPSOR\HHV�

/HDUQ�PRUH�DW�FIPFRQOLQH�RUJ

9LVLW�FIPFRQOLQH�RUJ�IRU�
�����4XDUWHUO\�0HHWLQJ�'DWHV

%ULFNKRXVH�RQ�0DLQ
����1RUWK�0DLQ�6WUHHW
0DUWLQVYLOOH��,QGLDQD
��������SP

�¬¤�ä©�Å»Ý�äË��ËÅÝ¬��Ù�,ä��ËÅ�
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'HFHPEHU���WK
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ÂȲ�ȉʟȲ�ȉɷ�ʁʟɆȉɷɔˢȉʰɔʁɷ�ɏȲɫʜɔɷɆ�ɴȲɷ�ȉɷȬ�˒ʁɴȲɷ
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Áɔʦɔʰ�˒˒ े˒ʦʰȉȥɔɫɔʰ˘ɅɔʟʦʰेʁʟɆ�ʰʁ�ȬʁɷȉʰȲू�ˑʁɫʹɷʰȲȲʟू�ʁʟ�ɅɔɷȬ
ʁʹʰ�ɏʁ˒�˘ʁʹ�Ȧȉɷ�ɏȲɫʜे
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JɴʜȉȦʰ�ʰɏʟʁʹɆɏ�Ʌȉɔʰɏे
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TXDUWHUO\�GRQDWLRQV�DUH�SRROHG�WR�DZDUG�WKRXVDQGV�RI�GROODUV�WR�D�ORFDO
QRQSURILWȂDOO�LQ�DERXW����PLQXWHV�

$W�HDFK�PHHWLQJ��PHPEHUV�QRPLQDWH��DGYRFDWH��DQG�YRWH�IRU�QRQSURILWV�
7KUHH�QDPHV�DUH�GUDZQ��DQG�HDFK�QRPLQDWRU�JHWV���PLQXWHV�WR�PDNH�WKHLU
SLWFK��2QO\�PHPEHUV�FDQ�DWWHQG��QRPLQDWH��DQG�YRWH��0HPEHUVKLS�LV�RSHQ�
LQFOXGLQJ�WR�QRQSURILW�HPSOR\HHV�
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9LVLW�FIPFRQOLQH�RUJ�IRU�
�����4XDUWHUO\�0HHWLQJ�'DWHV

'HFHPEHU��WK

MARTINSVILLE — As the 
weather begins to get colder, Mor-
gan County residents can take com-
fort that summer will one day come 
again, and with it, another county 
pre-fair country concert courtesy of 
RD Productions. 

Like always, promoter Rob Helms 
has worked his magic to bring coun-
try music stars to the county fair-

grounds in Martinsville, and this 
\HDU�LV�QR�GL൵HUHQW��1H[W�\HDU¶V�%LJ�
Show will star Scotty McCreery and 
Josh Turner, along with Lorrie Mor-
gan and Bigg Country. 

McCreery will be recognized for 
his seven No. 1 hit records, which in-
clude “Bottle Rockets,” “Five More 
Minutes,” and “This Is It.” Turner, 
meanwhile, is famous for his coun-
try hits “Long Black Train,” “Why 
'RQ¶W�:H�-XVW�'DQFH´�DQG�³:RXOG�

You Go With Me.”
For those whose country music 

taste trends a little older, Lorrie Mor-
gan will be the draw at the concert. 
A Grand Ole Opry member since 
1984, Morgan is famous for her hits 
“Five Minutes,” “What Part of No” 
and “Something in Red.” 

Meanwhile, Bigg Country is a lo-
cal act out of Central and Southern 
,QGLDQD�� DQG� WKH\¶YH� SOD\HG� IDLUV��
festivals, casinos and clubs for more 

WKDQ� ��� \HDUV�� 7KH\¶YH� ZRUNHG� DV�
the opening act for more than 50 
singers and bands, including Tra-
vis Tritt, Blake Shelton, the Charlie 
Daniels Band and many more. 

The concert will take place on 
June 13, 2026, at the Morgan Coun-
ty Fairgrounds Midway Area, 1749 
Hospital Drive, Martinsville, Indi-
ana. 

Tickets go on sale Saturday, 
March 28, 2026, at Greg Hubler 

Chevrolet in Camby from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Tickets can be purchased on-
line starting at 2 p.m. that day at Gre-
gHublerChevy.com, WCBK1023.
com or RDPtickets.com. 

Those who purchase tickets at 
Greg Hubler Chevrolet on March 
���ZLOO�UHFHLYH����SHUFHQW�R൵�WKHLU�
tickets.

Advanced Silver tickets cost $25. 
Advanced Gold tickets cost $50. Ad-
vanced Platinum tickets cost $100. 

Staff Report

The big show
RD Productions music promoter Rob Helms and WCBK’s Jon Bowen take to the airwaves last Thursday evening at Hubler 
Chevrolet in Martinsville as Helms unveils next year’s lineup for the Prefair Concert. (Keith Rhoades photo / MCC)

McCreery 
will be the 
headliner 
in next 
summer’s 
Prefair 
Concert 
at the 
Morgan 
County 
Fair-
grounds 
on June 
13, 2026. 
(Courtesy 
photo) 

1RZ� KH� LV� ¿QLVKHG�� DQG�
today he acts as one of the 
most powerful unelected of-
¿FLDOV� LQ� WKH� FRXQW\�� 6ZDOOV�
H[SODLQHG�KLV�UROH�LQ�KLV�RZQ�
words.

“My role is to carry out 
ordinances and resolutions 
passed by the county commis-
sioners,” Swalls said. “I make 
sure all their priorities are met, 
and I oversee all the depart-
ment heads in the county.”
,W¶V�TXLWH�WKH�MRE��RYHUVHHLQJ�

VR�PXFK��EXW�LW¶V�D�ELW�VPDOOHU�
WKDQ�6ZDOOV¶�SUHYLRXV�MREV��

Before coming to Morgan 
County, Swalls was the chief 
RSHUDWLQJ� R൶FHU� IRU� WKH� ,Q-
dianapolis-Marion County 
Forensic Services Agency for 

four years, and before that he 
worked for the Wisconsin De-
partment of Health Services 
and Legislative Audit Bureau. 
Before that, Swalls served on 
the Illinois Board of Higher 
Education and the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation. 

State agencies, urban bod-
ies, a lot of people and pro-
grams formerly overseen 
E\�6ZDOOV��DQG�QRZ�KH�¿QGV�
himself in a county with a 
combined population nearly 
on par with the city of Green-
wood. 

“At the local level, the 
things we (in the government) 
do are so close to people you 
see every day,” Swalls said. “I 
really like to feel connected to 
WKH� SHRSOH� ,¶P� VHUYLQJ��<RX�
GRQ¶W�DOZD\V�IHHO�\RXU�LPSDFW�
ZKHQ� \RX¶UH� ZRUNLQJ� DW� WKH�
state level.”

Swalls does not live in 
Morgan County, but he main-
tains that his familiarity with 
it and its people grows more 
every day. He describes the 
landscape as “beautiful,” and 
has taken his wife and two 
young children on trips to 
Anderson Orchard as well as 
a cabin over in Morgantown. 

Despite his recent work 
H[SHULHQFH�DW�KLJKHU�OHYHOV�RI�
government, Swalls does not 
feel out of place here. After 
all, while he was born in Terre 
+DXWH�� KH� ZDV� UDLVHG� MXVW�
across the state line in Mar-
VKDOO�� ,OO��� ZKLFK� LVQ¶W� PXFK�
bigger than Monrovia, and 
certainly smaller than Mar-
tinsville. 

“Where I live has never 
determined my dedication to 
WKH� MRE�´�6ZDOOV� VDLG�� ³,Q� DOO�
RI�P\�MREV��,¶YH�DOZD\V�FDUHG�

enough to go beyond what 
ZDV� H[SHFWHG� RI�PH�� ,� GRQ¶W�
know another way to do my 
work but go all in.” 

Transparency
Swalls is becoming county 

administrator at a time when 
FRXQW\�UHVLGHQWV¶�WUXVW�LQ�ORFDO�
government is eroding. 

Morgan County Republi-
can Party Chair Carole Sny-
der recently told The Corre-
spondent that more Monrovia 
residents than ever plan to run 
IRU� R൶FH� LQ� QH[W� \HDU¶V� SUL-
maries over the data center, 
with residents complaining 
WKDW� WKH� SURMHFW¶V� SODQQLQJ�
process lacked transparency 
IURP�ORFDO�R൶FLDOV��
(YHQ� EHIRUH� *RRJOH¶V�

planned data center mired 
the county in controversy, 
WUXVW�LQ�ORFDO�R൶FLDOV�ZDV�DO-

ready low, a phenomenon not 
XQLTXH� WR� 0RUJDQ� &RXQW\��
but felt at home nonetheless. 
Swalls did not go into specif-
ics about how he might ad-
dress the issue of transparen-
cy in Morgan County, but he 
VDLG� KH� XQGHUVWRRG� SHRSOH¶V�
frustration. 

“Transparency is really im-
portant to me,” Swalls said. “I 
want to make sure people are 
a part of the process of gov-
erning. People should always 
have access to their govern-
ment.”

Swalls went on to say that 
GHVSLWH� KLV� H[WHQVLYH� UHVXPH�
DQG�ZRUN�H[SHULHQFH��KH�ZDV�
not looking to come into Mor-
gan County and simply im-
pose his will. 
³,�PD\�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�H[SHUL-

ence, but my goal is to listen 
and learn,” Swalls said. “It 

would be really arrogant to 
MXVW�FRPH�LQ�DQG�VD\��µ,�NQRZ�
ZKDW�,¶P�GRLQJ�¶�<HV�� ,�KDYH�
LGHDV��EXW�,¶P�KHUH�WR�OLVWHQ�´�

Listening should be easy 
enough, since he will see us 
delivered each week to his 
home, detailing both the ac-
tions taken in local govern-
ment, and what the governed 
think of those actions. 
,W¶V�SHUKDSV�WRR�VRRQ�WR�WHOO�

LI�6ZDOOV�LV�VHULRXV�DERXW�¿[-
ing the transparency issues in 
Morgan County, but at least 
RQH�WKLQJ�RQ�KLV�XQR൶FLDO�UH-
sume is encouraging. 

That 14-year-old boy who 
once made sure everyone 
in town got their newspaper 
— to put it another way — 
helped ensure everyone in 
town knew what their govern-
PHQW�ZDV�GRLQJ��,W�GRHVQ¶W�JHW�
more transparent than that. 

SWALLS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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MOORESVILLE — A 
secondary plat request for 
a proposed development 
along Bridge Street in 
Mooresville was discussed, 
and tabled, again during a 
meeting of the town’s Nov. 
13 plan commission meet-
ing.

The town approved a re-
zone request for the land 
earlier this year to PUD-E 
to allow for mixed use of 
the property.

The plan is to allow for 
both residential and com-
mercial properties within 
the development.

Then, in September, de-
velopers presented a sec-

ondary plat, but plan com-
mission members asked for 
additional information.

The developers, as well 
as their engineer Ross Hol-
loway, returned to the com-
mission during its Nov. 13 
meeting.

“Last time we were here, 
you asked for more details 
RQ� SDUNLQJ�� VHWEDFNV�� EX൵-
ering and some things like 
that,” Holloway said.

He added that the town’s 
ordinance governing PUDs 
“makes references to a 
EX൵HU� WDEOH� ZLWKLQ� WKH� ROG�
ordinance,” and that the 
development meets all re-
TXLUHPHQWV� IRU� WKH� EX൵HU-
ing.

Holloway told the com-
mission that the developers 
needed “a way forward” 
from the commission.

Plan commission mem-
ber JD Robinson said the 
development exceeds the 

maximum square footage 
allowed by town ordinance.

“My idea — and every-
one would have to discuss 
that with legal to see if we 
can even do this — is to get 
it back in tech review before 
we waste anybody’s time to 
get where everybody agrees 
upon what we’re doing,” 
Robinson said.

Plan commission attor-
ney Ashley Ulbricht said 
the terms of the PUD are 
the “law of this land.”

“It’s outside the regu-
lar zoning categories, so if 
we want to go outside that 
PUD, the ordinance needs 
to be amended,” Ulbricht 
said.

Holloway responded that 
there are parameters with-
in the PUD ordinance, but 
“not enough detail.”

“Under the PUD ordi-
nance that we’re operat-
LQJ� XQGHU�� LW� VSHFL¿FDOO\�

says the plan commission 
KDYH� ¿QGLQJV� WKDW� DUHQ¶W�
addressed (like) parking,” 
Holloway said.

Based on the ordi-
nance approved 
by the town 
council, Hol-
loway said 
the devel-
opers can 
“ d e v e l o p 
up to 145 
residential 
sales units, 
55 to 65 market 
rate apartments 
and 20,000 square feet 
of commercial space.”

“Now how that is devel-
oped in a secondary plat is 
what the issue is,” Hollo-
way said.

“No, the issue — that’s 
one of the issues — but 
the other issue is what we 
approved in April, this ex-
ceeds that,” Robinson said. 

“It’s as black and white as 
that.”

“That is correct,” Hollo-
way responded.

That’s why, Rob-
inson added, he 

believes the 
request needs 
to go back 
to the com-
miss ion’s 
tech re-
view to get 

the details 
ironed out.
Commission 

president Josh 
Brown asked Holloway 

about the retention pond for 
the development, noting 
that he’s heard that the pond 
would need to be bigger 
than originally proposed.

Holloway responded 
that the pond would need 
to be larger than originally 
planned, noting it’s almost 
twice as large as drawn.

Ultimately, the plan 
commission tabled the re-
quest until a future meet-
ing to give the developers 
a chance to work with the 
tech review committee on 
the proposal.

In other business
• The commission also 

discussed a rezone request 
for a property at 51 E. High 
St. from R1 to B3. The re-
quest now moves to the 
town council with no rec-
ommendation from the plan 
commission.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Mooresville Plan 
Commission is scheduled 
for 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 11, at the Mooresville 
Government Center, 4 E. 
Harrison St.

By Lance Gideon
MCC Correspondent

Back to the drawing board
Mooresville Plan  
Commission tables  
development once again

MOORESVILLE — As the end 
of the year approaches, the town 
of Mooresville, including the 
parks department, is running low 
on money in some of its funds.

During the Mooresville Park 
Board meeting on Nov. 10, park 
superintendent Phil Cornelius 
said there had been some unex-
pected expenses caused, in part, 
by the town’s self-funded health 
LQVXUDQFH�DQG�EHQH¿WV�SODQV��2WK-
er unexpected expenses at the 
park included work at the pool 
and vehicle repairs.

“We do not have what it would 
WDNH� WR� ¿QLVK� WKH� VWDQGDUG� ELOO-
ing … through December of this 
year,” Cornelius said.

He presented a request for the 

board to move $50,000 from the 
parks’ non-reverting fund to the 
general fund.

The board unanimously ap-
proved the request to move the 
money into the general fund.

Grant opportunity
In recent months, the board has 

been discussing expanding trails 
throughout the town.

Cornelius presented a grant 
opportunity from the Indiana De-
partment of Health to cover some 
of the planning costs for future bi-
cycle and pedestrian trails.

The plan would help determine 
where trails make the most sense 
in Mooresville and where the con-
nections.

According to Cornelius, the 
opportunity is a matching grant, 
meaning if the park receives the 

grant it would need to equally 
match what it would be awarded.

He said the grant would 
be for up to $20,000 and 
that the department 
has enough funds to 
cover the match.

Board member 
Brent Callahan 
asked if the fund-
ing could cover 
construction costs.

“This is not (for) 
construction costs,” 
Cornelius responded. “It 
can give us estimates … the 
whole purpose of it is to forecast 
the best connectivity trail system 
plan for your community to con-
nect to your existing or new trails 
that are planned to then be ready 
to then provide to other grant op-
portunities for construction cost 
funding.”

Board member Matt Saner 
WKDQNHG� WKH� VWD൵� IRU� ORRNLQJ� IRU�

ways to fund potential trails 
and said he was in favor 
RI� ¿QGLQJ� IXQGLQJ�

sources.
“It feels like real 

movement,” San-
er said.

Cornelius said 
the deadline to 

apply for the grant 
was Nov. 14.
The board unani-

mously approved a motion 
to have Cornelius move forward 
on the grant application.

In other business
• The board approved a motion 

to allow its attorney to send a let-
ter to Troyer Group to request a 
copy of the park master plan in a 

format that can easily be printed.
• Cornelius said that the depart-

ment has received two appraisals 
for the purchase of land to expand 
park property.

• The Mooresville Parks will 
host a tree lighting ceremony at 
Bicentennial Park in downtown 
Mooresville at 6 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 6. The park will also host 
programs from 4 to 6 p.m. that 
day at Bicentennial Park prior to 
the tree lighting ceremony, which 
NLFNV�R൵�WKH�9LFWRULDQ�&KULVWPDV�
celebration weekend.

• Cornelius told the board that 
more than $2.3 million has been 
spent on the Pioneer Park up-
grades as of the Nov. 10 meeting.

The next regular meeting of the 
Mooresville Park Board is sched-
uled for 6:30 p.m. on Monday, 
'HF�����DW�WKH�3LRQHHU�3DUN�R৽FH��
1101 Indianapolis Road.

By Lance Gideon
MCC Correspondent

Park board moves money to pay bills

MOORESVILLE — The 
Mooresville school board 
approved the 2026 collec-
tive bargaining agreement 
with the Mooresville Class-
room Teachers Association 
(MCTA) at a short meeting 
last Tuesday, Nov. 11. 

The one-year agreement 
makes a number of small 
changes to previous agree-
ments. The board allowed 
for public comment before 

the vote was taken, but no 
one from the public elected 
to speak. 

The agreement stipulates 
that all full-time teachers 
in the district will receive a 
$500 stipend in addition to 
their regular salaries. Dis-
trict administrators will also 
receive this stipend, which 
district assistant superin-
WHQGHQW� 3DWULFN� %LJJHUVWD൵�
said would be in lieu of 
additional raises for the ad-
ministration. 

Payments for ancillary 
duties were also updated in 

the contract to include all 
music programs, all 
drama produc-
tions and the 
annual Back 
to School 
nights. 

The dis-
trict is also 
rewarding 
t e a c h e r s 
who have 
e x c e p t i o n -
al attendance. 
The district will pay 
teachers with outstanding 
attendance a stipend equal 

to that teacher’s per diem 
salary for two days. 

Addi t iona l ly, 
the district up-

dated its pol-
icies so that 
a p p r o v e d 
profession-
al leave, 
VFKRRO� ¿HOG�

trips, jury 
duty and 

b e r e a v e m e n t 
leave will not 

count against a teach-
er’s attendance. 

In athletics, the new con-

WUDFW� ZLWK� 0&7$� FODUL¿HV�
that for any sports team 
— not just middle school 
— coaches who hire assis-
tant coaches may divide the 
head coach’s stipend be-
tween them, per their agree-
ment. 

In other news
• The meeting was held 

on Veterans Day, and the 
board honored the nation’s 
veterans by opening the 
meeting with the pledge 
and a presentation of the 

ÀDJ�E\�0RRUHVYLOOH�+LJK¶V�
JROTC. 

• The board recognized 
the Wynona Communi-
ty Foundation for making 
a donation to Northwood 
Student Activities in the 
amount of $2,818.31. 

• Thanksgiving Break for 
all students will take place 
Nov. 26-28. 

The next meeting of the 
Mooresville school board 
will take place Tuesday, 
Dec. 9 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Education Center.

By Jared Quigg
MCC Reporter

Mooresville school board approves 
2026 collective bargaining agreement

the county. Seniors will still ride 
IUHH��7KLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�LQFUHDVH�LQ����
years.

The commissioners approved 
the Missing and Endangered 
Persons plan for the county. The 
plan sets conditions for sending 
out alerts for people who may be 
missing or endangered.  

The commissioners heard a re-
port from CrossRoad Engineers 
on two projects being done in the 
county.

7KH� ¿UVW� SURMHFW�� WKH� ZRUN� RQ�
Ballenger Road, is nearly com-
plete. That work straightened out 
a bad curve in the road. Due to 
several factors, the county was 
able to save around $100,000 on 
the project.

The second project now under 
engineering work is to straighten 
out two bad curves on Lincoln 
Hill Road. The work will be done 
in two phases to allow residents 
access to their homes. Work on 
the southern curve is estimated to 
cost around $380,000 while the 
work on the northern curve is es-
timated to cost around $260,000. 

Plans are for the project to be bid 
in mid 2026 with work commenc-
ing in late 2026.

The commissioners 
made note of receiving 
the spending plan for 
the Morgan County 
Redevelopment Com-
mission for 2026. The 
total budget for 
the year is around 
$5.4 million. The 
budget calls for 
spending around 
$630,0000 on bond payment, 
$4.5 million on Capital Expen-
ditures projects, and $250,000 

for professional services.
The commissioners voted to 

allow commissioner Bryan Col-
lier to negotiate a contract 

for consultant services to 
help with work as the new 
county administrator be-
comes familiar with his 

job. Collier report-
edly wants former 
administrator Josh 
0HVVPHU� WR� ¿OO� WKH�

consulting role for up 
to 12 months.
The commissioners signed 

the agreements for the Bond Bank 
Fuel Program. The commission-

ers approved the agreement at an 
earlier meeting.

The commissioners approved 
sending two tort claims to the 
county insurance company. One 
FODLP�ZDV�¿OHG�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�DQ�LQ-
mate who died while in the coun-
ty jail. The second is for damage 
allegedly done by county mowing 
HTXLSPHQW�WR�D�¿EHU�RSWLF�FDEOH�

The next scheduled commis-
sioner meeting is Monday, Dec. 1, 
at 9:30 a.m. at the county admin-
istration building, 180 S. Main St. 
in Martinsville.

MATTERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

Smaller ticket items include the 
proposed skatepark on Southview 
Drive, with $750,000 allocated. 
The RDC proposes $700,000 to 
extend water lines along Hospital 
Drive, and another $350,000 to do 
the same along Artesian Avenue. 
There is also $250,000 allotted 
for a new stoplight on Ohio Street 
near I-69, as the city eyes devel-
opment on the east side of Ohio 
Street. 

Oakes update
Martinsville Director of Plan-

ning and Engineering Gary Oakes 
gave an update to the RDC on 
projects currently in the works 
around the city, including possible 
development on Ohio Street. 

Oakes said conversations are 
“active with a Marriott hotel and 
convention center” in that area, 
and he expects them to make a 
presentation on the proposal next 
month. 

He also reported that John 
Fewell is planning a residential 

development for up to 180 homes 
on about 65 acres of land between 
Faith Missionary Church to the 
north and Ind. 252 to the south. 
The project is expected to come 
before the city’s plan commission 
next month. 

Progress on the new Jim-
my John’s sandwich eatery and 
'XQNLQ¶� 'RQXWV� R൵� %LOOV� %RXOH-
vard is continuing. And work is 
taking place at the former White 
Castle building on Birk Road 
in the Grand Valley area. Oakes 
wasn’t sure of the details on that 

project, other than to say the own-
ers are looking to acquire a liquor 
license. 

“Just a lot of things going on 
right now,” Oakes said.

In other business
• The RDC voted to proceed 

with a rezone of six parcels of 
land it owns just north of Ohio 
Street to make way for develop-
ment. The parcels are currently 
zoned residential and would be 
changed to business.

• The RDC voted to begin the 

process of adding those additional 
properties to a TIF district.

“If you get a Marriott hotel 
that’s worth $20 million, you bet-
ter have it in a TIF,” Oakes said. 

TIF districts are what fund the 
5'&¶V� FR൵HUV� E\� FDSSLQJ� WD[�
levels for all other taxing units — 
like libraries and schools — and 
putting the additional tax revenue 
into the RDC.

The next meeting of the RDC 
will be at 7:30 a.m. on Dec. 3 in 
FRXQFLO�FKDPEHUV�����6��-HৼHUVRQ�
St.  

SPORTS PARK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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to the concept of redrawing 
our state’s congressional 
maps,” Bray said in a state-
PHQW�UHOHDVHG�E\�KLV�R൶FH��
“Today, I’m announcing 
there are not enough votes 
to move that idea forward, 
and the Senate will not re-
FRQYHQH�LQ�'HFHPEHU�´

Indiana lawmakers were 
scheduled to meet starting 
'HF����WR�FRQVLGHU�GUDZLQJ�
more Republican-leaning 
8�6�� +RXVH� GLVWULFWV� DKHDG�
of next year’s midterm 
elections — following a 
months-long pressure cam-
paign by Trump’s adminis-
WUDWLRQ�DQG�KLV�VXSSRUWHUV�

If the decision by Senate 
Republicans stands, Indi-
DQD�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�WKH�¿UVW�
GOP-led state to outright 
turn down Trump’s wish to 
squeeze out more Republi-
can-friendly congressional 
seats ahead of the 2026 
PLGWHUP�HOHFWLRQV�

Braun endorsed Trump’s 
push and called for legis-
ODWRUV�WR�FRQYHQH�1RY����LQ�
a special session to redraw 
WKH� FRQJUHVVLRQDO� PDSV��
Legislative leaders delayed 
WKDW�WR�'HF����

“I called for our legisla-
tors to convene to ensure 
Hoosiers’ voices in Wash-
LQJWRQ��'�&���DUH�QRW�GLOXWHG�
by the Democrats’ gerry-
mandering,” Braun said in 
a statement released by the 
JRYHUQRU¶V� R൶FH� )ULGD\��
“Our state senators need to 
do the right thing and show 
XS� WR� YRWH� IRU� IDLU� PDSV��
Hoosiers deserve to know 
ZKHUH�WKHLU�HOHFWHG�R൶FLDOV�
VWDQG�RQ�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXHV�´
7KLV� FRXOG� EH� WKH� ¿UVW�

time in decades that legis-
lators have not abided by a 
governor’s call for a special 
VHVVLRQ��7KH�VWDWH�&RQVWLWX-
tion and code don’t explicit-
O\�UHTXLUH�LW�

In response to a request 
for comment from Repub-
lican House Speaker Todd 
Huston, his spokeswom-
an replied: “As we’ve said 
previously, the House does 
have the votes to support 
UHGLVWULFWLQJ�´

The White House did not 
LPPHGLDWHO\� FRPPHQW� )UL-
day or respond to messages 
seeking reaction to Bray’s 
announcement, though Po-

litico reported that Trump 
was summoning Indiana 
5HSXEOLFDQV� WR� '�&�� IRU�
2YDO�2൶FH�YLVLWV�

Debate focused on  
Senate Republicans

Redistricting supporters 
wanted Indiana lawmakers 
to craft a map with all nine 
Indiana congressional dis-
tricts favoring Republicans 
EDVHG�RQ������FHQVXV�GDWD��

The current congressio-
nal maps drawn by Repub-
OLFDQV�LQ������PDLQWDLQHG�D�
7-2 GOP majority — with 
'HPRFUDW� )UDQN� 0UYDQ�
KROGLQJ� WKH� �VW� 'LVWULFW�
in northwest Indiana and 
Democrat Andre Carson 
holding the 7th District, 
which covers much of Indi-
DQDSROLV�

“Prayer, people, and part-
QHUVKLSV� SRZHU� FKDQJH��
We’re about collaboration, 
QRW� GLYLVLRQ�� :H¶UH� DERXW�
independent thinking — not 
taking orders from Wash-
ington,” Carson said in a 
)ULGD\� VWDWHPHQW�� ³+RR-
VLHUV�GR�WKLQJV�GL൵HUHQWO\��,�

want to thank Senator Bray 
and all the Republican and 
Democratic members of 
the Indiana Statehouse who 
KHOG� ¿UP� RQ� +RRVLHU� YDO-
XHV��7KLV�LV�D�ZLQ�IRU�DOO�RI�
XV�´

Indiana’s entire GOP 
8�6��+RXVH� GHOHJDWLRQ� KDG�
lined up in support of the 
PDQHXYHU��$QG� VRPH� ZHUH�
UHDFWLQJ�)ULGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�WR�
WKH�DQQRXQFHPHQW��

“This is simply unac-
FHSWDEOH�´�SRVWHG�8�6��5HS��
0DUOLQ� 6WXW]PDQ�� 5��UG��
“Democrats are gaining 
ground in their states before 
our eyes and Indiana state 
senators are rolling over 
and letting the left overtake 
XV�� :KDW� ZLOO� LW� WDNH� IRU�
Republicans to WANT to 
WIN?”

Undecided state senators 
had become the target of 
advertising campaigns, in-
cluding digital, cellphone, 
television and mail ads from 
SUR�UHGLVWULFWLQJ�JURXSV�

Eight Republican sena-
tors among the 40-member 
caucus had come out pub-

licly against redistricting, 
ZLWK� ��� KDYLQJ� DQQRXQFHG�
their support, before Bray’s 
VWDWHPHQW�)ULGD\�

Trump ally Marty Obst 
— leader of the pro-redis-
WULFWLQJ� JURXS� )DLU� 0DSV�
Indiana — said he expected 
political repercussions for 
%UD\�DQG�RWKHUV�
³,W¶V� D� VKDPH� 6HQ�� %UD\�

blocked the Special Ses-
sion,” Obst told the Indi-
DQD�&DSLWDO�&KURQLFOH��³,W¶V�
clear he does not support 
3UHVLGHQW� 7UXPS¶V� DJHQGD��
Senators should show up 
and do their jobs and vote 
RQ�UHGLVWULFWLQJ�

“Like elections, decisions 
KDYH�FRQVHTXHQFHV��,�DQWLF-
ipate those consequences to 
be severe,” said Obst, who 
held top roles in Trump’s 
�����DQG������SUHVLGHQWLDO�
campaigns and was a senior 
political adviser to former 
9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�0LNH�3HQFH��

Of the 25 state Sen-
ate seats up for election 
in 2026, 22 are now held 
by Republicans, who now 
FRPPDQG� D� ������ 6HQDWH�
PDMRULW\�

Bray has been the top 
Senate Republican — as 
selected by his GOP col-
OHDJXHV�²�VLQFH� ODWH�������
He was reelected last year 
by voters to a Senate term 
that runs until November 
�����

“I don’t think this is nec-
essarily as damaging as it 
might feel” for Bray, said 
/DXUD�0HUUL¿HOG�:LOVRQ�� D�
political science professor 
at the University of India-
QDSROLV�� ³$� ORW�RI� WKH�SROOV�
LQGLFDWHG� D� ��WR���PDMRULW\�
of Hoosiers opposing this,” 
Wilson said, while ac-
knowledging “vocal Hoo-
VLHUV�LQ�VXSSRUW��WRR�´

“He may have been mak-
ing a decision for what he 
sees as the greater good 
of the institution and his 
colleagues, even though it 
might be a short term set-
back, challenge and risk for 
his own immediate future,” 
Wilson told the Capital 
&KURQLFOH�

Bray is accountable to 
more than constituents, 
WKRXJK��7KHUH� W\SLFDOO\� DU-
en’t changes to the caucus’ 
leadership team between 
general elections, but the 
pro tem’s break with the 
governor and Trump ad-

ministration could present 
an opportunity for his mem-
EHUV�

“If there are ambitious 
state senators who are look-
ing to maneuver around the 
(leader), maybe this is a 
time they want to do it, Wil-
VRQ�VDLG��

She also noted tension 
DPRQJ�WKH�GL൵HUHQW�EUDQFK-
es of government is not un-
precedented, citing the Leg-
islature’s rocky relationship 
ZLWK�IRUPHU�*RY��(ULF�+RO-
FRPE�

“He was able to still very 
H൵HFWLYHO\�SXUVXH�KLV�DJHQ-
GD�ZKLOH� LQ�R൶FH�´�:LOVRQ�
VDLG��³+DYLQJ�D� OLWWOH�ELW�RI�
tension isn’t necessarily a 
stop-gap for progress ei-
WKHU�´

Redistricting foes  
hail decision

Senate Minority Leader 
Shelli Yoder, D-Blooming-
ton, celebrated the deci-
sion, saying in a statement 
that “Washington insiders 
pressured the Governor to 
rig Indiana’s congressional 
maps in the middle of a de-
FDGH�IRU�RQH�UHDVRQ�´

“They were afraid of 
YRWHUV�� 7KH\� ZHUH� DIUDLG�
of losing power the honest 
ZD\�´�<RGHU�VDLG��³«�1RZ�
that this reckless idea has 
collapsed, our focus can re-
turn to where it should have 
EHHQ� DOO� DORQJ�� +RRVLHUV��
7KHLU�EXGJHWV��7KHLU�VDIHW\��
7KHLU�KHDOWK��7KHLU�IXWXUH�´

The pro-redistricting 
campaigns came as a re-
FHQW� VWDWHZLGH� SROO� RI� ����
UHJLVWHUHG� YRWHUV� IRXQG� ���
percent did not support re-
districting now — with 45 
SHUFHQW�³VWURQJO\´�RSSRVHG��
$ERXW� ��� SHUFHQW� VXSSRUW-
HG�WKH�SURVSHFW��EXW�MXVW����
percent “strongly” backed 
LW�

The poll was sponsored 
by the group Indiana Con-
servation Voters, which 
started an anti-redistricting 
campaign soon after the 
possibility emerged in Au-
JXVW� ZLWK�9DQFH¶V� ¿UVW� WULS�
to Indianapolis pushing the 
LVVXH�

Megan Robertson, the 
group’s executive director, 
called the pro-redistricting 
campaigns the product of 
Washington consultants try-
LQJ�WR�VWLU�XS�YRWHU�DQJHU�

“We are grateful that Sen-

ate leaders listened to Hoo-
siers and closed the door 
on mid-decade redistrict-
ing,” Robertson said in a 
VWDWHPHQW�)ULGD\��³)DPLOLHV�
across our state have been 
clear: they want leaders fo-
cused on the real challenges 
they’re facing every day, 
QRW�SDUWLVDQ�SRZHU�SOD\V�´
)UHVKPDQ� 5HS�� $QGUHZ�

Ireland, of Indianapolis, is 
among several Republicans 
in the House who have been 
outspoken in support of po-
WHQWLDO�UHGLVWULFWLQJ�

Ireland continued his 
FDOOV� RQ� )ULGD\�� VD\LQJ� LQ�
a post to X that “Indiana 
cannot sit on the sidelines 
on redistricting while Dem-
ocrats in California, Virgin-
ia, and Illinois are working 
to gerrymander away more 
Republican seats in Con-
JUHVV�´
6WDWH� 6HQ�� /L]� %URZQ��

5�)RUW�:D\QH��ZDV�DOVR�RQH�
of the loudest supporters of 
redistricting and she took to 
social media to call Indiana 
D�VWDWH�RI�³FRZDUGV�´

“This is bad news for 
RXU� FRQVHUYDWLYH� YDOXHV�� ,I�
Democrats take control of 
Congress, we will see im-
peachment hearings, woke 
ideology and higher taxes 
thrust upon Indiana and the 
UHVW�RI� WKH�FRXQWU\�� ,QGLDQD�
ZLOO� EH� EODPHG�� $QG� KRZ�
cowardly that we couldn’t 
HYHQ�WDNH�D�YRWH��7KLV�LV�WKH�
time to stand up to Dem-
ocrats who wish ill upon 
us, not cower to their de-
PDQGV�´�%URZQ�VDLG�

Trump started the na-
WLRQDO� UHGLVWULFWLQJ� ¿JKW� E\�
pushing Texas Republicans 
to redraw its congressional 
map this summer, followed 
by Republican redistricting 
moves in Missouri, Ohio 
DQG�1RUWK�&DUROLQD��$Q�DW-
tempt by Kansas Republi-
cans for a special session on 
UHGLVWULFWLQJ�KDV�VWDOOHG�

Democrats responded 
with their own redistricting 
in California and possible 
moves in Illinois and Vir-
JLQLD�

Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle — found at indianacap-
italchronicle.com — is part 
of States Newsroom, the na-
tion’s largest state-focused 
QRQSUR¿W� QHZV� RUJDQL]D-
tion.

President Donald Trump on 
Sunday called out two Indiana 
³5,12�6HQDWRUV�´�DV�ZHOO�DV�*RY��
Mike Braun, for the state’s failure 
to move forward with redrawing 
FRQJUHVVLRQDO�ERXQGDULHV�

“Very disappointed in Indiana 
State Senate Republicans, led by 
RINO Senators Rod Bray and 
Greg Goode, for not wanting to 
redistrict their State, allowing the 
United States Congress to perhaps 
gain two more Republican seats,” 
Trump posted to Truth Social on 
6XQGD\�PRUQLQJ�

“The Democrats have done 

redistricting for 
years, often il-
legally, and all 
other appropriate 
Republican States 
have done it,” he 
FRQWLQXHG�� ³%H-
cause of these two 
politically correct 
type ‘gentlemen,’ 
and a few others, they could be 
depriving Republicans of a Ma-
jority in the House, A VERY BIG 
DEAL!”

Hours after Trump named 
*RRGH� VSHFL¿FDOO\�� KH� ZDV� WKH�
victim of swatting at his Vigo 
&RXQW\� KRPH�� 7KDW� LV� ZKHQ� D�
prankster calls police and reports 
a bogus need for emergency ser-

YLFHV�DW�DQ�DGGUHVV�
³9LJR� &RXQW\� VKHUL൵¶V� GHSX-

ties responded to the incident un-
der the impression of a domestic 
YLROHQFH� HPHUJHQF\�� 7KH� GHSX-
WLHV� SURIHVVLRQDOO\� IXO¿OOHG� WKHLU�
GXW\�´�*RRGH�VDLG�LQ�D�VWDWHPHQW��
“While this entire incident is un-
IRUWXQDWH�DQG�UHÀHFWLYH�RI�WKH�YRO-
atile nature of our current political 
environment, I give thanks to God 
WKDW�P\�IDPLO\�DQG�,�DUH�2.�´

The president has been pushing 
GOP-led states to change their 
congressional maps to ensure a 
5HSXEOLFDQ� 8�6�� +RXVH�PDMRULW\�
LQ� ������ 6RPH� 'HPRFUDWLF�FRQ-
trolled states have responded in 
kind, moving to add more blue 
VHDWV�

Trump said “no one” is calling 
out California, which passed a 
constitutional amendment in the 
UHFHQW� HOHFWLRQ� WR� SLFN� XS� ¿YH�
seats, and blamed “weak ‘Repub-
licans’” for causing problems — 
like “crazy Policies and Ideas that 
DUH�VR�EDG�IRU�$PHULFD�´

Then, Trump turned his atten-
tion to Braun, who has been a vo-
FDO�VXSSRUWHU�RI�KLV�

“Also, a friend of mine, Gov-
ernor Mike Braun, perhaps, is 
not working the way he should 
WR�JHW�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�9RWHV��&RQ-
sidering that Mike wouldn’t 
be Governor without me (Not 
even close!), is disappointing!” 
7UXPS�ZURWH�

He ended his lengthy post by 

saying any Republican voting 
against redistricting should face a 
SULPDU\�RSSRQHQW�

Thirteen Senate Republicans 
have announced their support 
ZLWK�HLJKW�SXEOLFO\�DJDLQVW�

Neither Bray nor Goode — 
DORQJ� ZLWK� ��� RWKHU� 6HQDWH� 5H-
publicans — have said where they 
stand on the redistricting propos-
DO�

Bray has repeatedly reported a 
lack of supportive votes among 
the 40-member caucus, while 
Goode recently held a town hall 
to hear from constituents on redis-
WULFWLQJ��1RW�RQH�SHUVRQ�VSRNH�LQ�
VXSSRUW�

By Niki Kelly
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Trump calls out Bray, Senate leadership 

GOODE

STATEHOUSE — 
Senate President Pro Tem 
Rodric Bray (R-Martins-
ville) made the following 
statement Tuesday re-
garding redrawing Indi-
ana’s congressional maps 
mid-cycle:

“I want to be abundant-
ly clear that our Senate 
Republican Caucus wants 
to see a Republican-held 
House in 2026 so that 
President Trump can con-
tinue making progress 
on important issues like 
¿JKWLQJ� LOOHJDO� LPPL-
gration and crime in our 
FRXQWU\�

“However, many in my 
caucus, myself included, 
do not feel that redraw-
ing our Congressional 
districts mid-cycle is the 
best way to achieve that 
JRDO�� :H� ZRXOG� UDWKHU�
VXSSRUW� H൵RUWV� WR� HOHFW�
a Republican in the ex-
LVWLQJ� �VW� &RQJUHVVLRQDO�
District, which has been 
trending Republican for 

the last several years and 
would give President 
Trump another Republi-
FDQ�LQ�&RQJUHVV�

“We don’t believe the 
choice to redistrict is a 
binary choice where we 
will either keep a 7-2 
map or draw one that au-
WRPDWLFDOO\�EHFRPHV������
Candidates in these hypo-
thetical districts have not 
walked a parade, attended 
a county fair or raised a 
GROODU��$QG� WKDW¶V� EHIRUH�
we get through primary 
season, in which we can 
assuredly expect compe-
WLWLRQ�

“I’ve had the honor to 
speak with the President 
on this issue, and I have 
expressed to him that our 
caucus is supportive of 
him and wants to main-
tain Republican control 
of the House, which is 
why we believe pursuing 
&RQJUHVVLRQDO� 'LVWULFW� ��
LV�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�IRUZDUG�´

Sen. Bray makes  
statement Tuesday

REDISTRICT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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EMINENCE — When Emi-
nence Jr./Sr. High School found 
itself without a public-address an-
nouncer for last Saturday’s girls 
basketball game, freshman Rylee 
Dillon stepped up 
without hesitation, 
despite never having 
done anything like 
that before.

Rylee grabbed 
the microphone 
and handled the 

entire game like a seasoned pro, 
H[KLELWLQJ�D�FOHDU�YRLFH��FRQ¿GHQW�
presence and zero fear.

The school lauded him on so-
cial media for showing “incredi-
ble courage, leadership and pride 
in representing Eminence.”

In addition to his 
newfound talents 
on the microphone, 
Rylee is also a 
standout cross coun-
try runner and bas-
ketball player for 
the Eminence Eels. 

Unexpected magic on the mic

LINCOLN CITY — The Mar-
tinsville Artesians team and stu-
dent fan buses along with the 
many Artesian faithful made the 
two-hour trek south to Lincoln 
City last Friday night — home to 
Heritage Hills High School and 
the 4A IHSAA Regional Cham-
pionship matchup. 

Just the second time in the past 
29 years Martinsville has played 
for a regional championship in 
back-to-back years, with the pre-
vious in 1996 under the leader-
ship of All-State quarterback Earl 
Haniford. 

The Artesians received the 
NLFNR൵�WR�VWDUW�)ULGD\¶V�JDPH�DQG�
started at their own 20-yard line. 
Three plays and three yards lat-
er, the Artesians punted the ball 
away, giving Heritage Hills good 
¿HOG� SRVLWLRQ� DW� WKHLU� RZQ� ���
yard line. 

The Patriots covered the next 
��� \DUGV� LQ� ������ UXQQLQJ� ���
SOD\V� DQG� SLFNLQJ� XS� ¿YH� ¿UVW�
downs before quarterback Jett 
*ROGVEHUU\�VFRUHG�WKH�¿UVW�RI�KLV�
three rushing touchdowns on the 
evening. That gave the Patriots a 
6-0 lead on a blocked extra point. 

The Artesians’ second posses-
sion started once again at their 
���\DUG�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�
winding down. Senior running 
back Lucas Dewey showed some 
¿QH� UXQQLQJ�� LQFOXGLQJ� KLV� ¿UVW�
double-digit run of the game for 
12 yards, and a completed pass 
JRRG�IRU����\DUGV�IURP�MXQLRU�4%�
Chase Davis to senior tight end 
/DQGHQ�3RWWRU൵�JRW�0DUWLQVYLOOH�
to the Patriots’ 26-yard line. 

Dewey then got the ball to 
the 16-yard line on a couple 
of carries before Davis found 
classmate Landon Cazee for the 
touchdown. With a successful 
3$7��WKH�$UWHVLDQV�WRRN�WKHLU�¿UVW�
DQG�RQO\�OHDG�RI�WKH�JDPH�DW������

Heritage Hills then took pos-
VHVVLRQ�DQG�VHWWOHG�IRU�D����\DUG�
¿HOG�JRDO��WDNLQJ�WKH�OHDG�EDFN�DW�
�����

Martinsville’s next possession 
VWDOOHG� DW� PLG¿HOG�� HQGLQJ� LQ� D�

failed fourth-down try and a turn-
over on possession. 

“We got the look we wanted,” 
&RDFK� %ULDQ� 'XJJHU� VDLG� DI-
WHU� WKH�JDPH��³%XW�ZH�GLGQ¶W�GR�
something we’ve done all year 
²�IXQGDPHQWDO�VWX൵��%XW�LW�KDS-
pens.” 

Heritage Hills did what good 
teams do — they took advantage 
of an opportunity when given the 
EDOO� DW� WKH� PLG¿HOG�� 7KH\� WRRN�
LW� GRZQ�¿HOG� LQ� ������ UXQQLQJ� ��
SOD\V� FDSSHG� R൵� ZLWK� WKH� RQO\�
passing touchdown by Goldsber-
U\��D����\DUG�FRPSOHWLRQ�WR�MXQLRU�
WR Micah Toler. 
%XW� $UWHVLDQV� PDGH� WKH� PRVW�

of the 40 seconds they had to 
ZRUN�ZLWK� RQ� WKHLU� ¿QDO� SRVVHV-
sion of the half, starting again 
at their own 20-yard line. It was 
Dewey with some strong running 
to move the chains. Then Cazee 
JRW�KLV�VL[WK�UHFHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�¿UVW�
KDOI��JRRG�IRU����\DUGV�DQG�D�¿UVW�

A FIGHT TO THE END

By Dave Rinehart
MCC Correspondent

A close first half slips away from 
Martinsville in regional matchup 

Martinsville senior classmates Levi Reuter and Landen Pottorff embrace in support following the Artesians’ loss in 
regionals last Friday. (MSD of Martinsville courtesy photo) 

Eminence 
freshman 
Rylee Dillon 
keeps the 
mic close 
as he sits at 
the scorer’s 
table on 
Saturday, 
serving as 
the pub-
lic-address 
announcer 
for the girls 
basketball 
game. 
(Eminence 
Athletics 
courtesy 
photo) 

A slew of Arties — including senior Grady Gardner (9), junior Blane Littell 
(34), sophomore Lincoln Hovious (82) and junior Joel Sumner — joins forces 
to bring down the Heritage Hills ball carrier during last Friday’s regional 
matchup in Lincoln City. (MSD of Martinsville courtesy photo)

MOORESVILLE — The 
Mooresville Lady Pioneers 
played their third home 
game at the Curry Cen-
ter last Thursday, but they 
didn’t fare too well against 
the Irish of Cathedral High. 

The Pioneers opened with 
two quick turnovers that led 
to easy baskets for the Irish 
— and a quick timeout from 
Mooresville Coach Mark 

+XUW� MXVW� ��� VHFRQGV� LQWR�
the game “to calm the kids 
down,” he said later. 
%XW�LW�GLGQ¶W�VORZ�&DWKH-

dral down as they went on a 
����UXQ�WR�EXLOG�XS�DQ������
lead less than 4 minutes into 
the game, leading to anoth-
er Pioneer timeout.  

The half-court and three-
quarter-court pressure de-
fense by the athletic Ca-
thedral ball club wreaked 
havoc on Mooresville. 

Cathedral Coach Lisa 

Finn said their defense “is 
something we are going to 
hang our hat on,” with an 
LQWHQWLRQDO� H൵RUW� WR� ³WXUQ�
GHIHQVH�LQWR�R൵HQVH�´�
:LWK� WKH� ¿UVW� TXDUWHU� D�

little over half over, 6-foot 
Mooresville sophomore 
Halle Moore got to the free 
throw line on back to back 
Pioneer possessions, hitting 
�� RI� �� IUHH� WKURZV��$� FRX-
SOH�PRUH�¿HOG�JRDOV�IRU�WKH�
,ULVK��D� IUHH� WKURZ�IRU��¶�´�
MXQLRU� .HQGDO� 3ULFH� DQG�

�¶�´� VRSKRPRUH� 0DNHQ]LH�
Holtzclaw hitting her lone 
¿HOG�JRDO�DW�WKH�EX]]HU�HQG-
HG�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�ZLWK�WKH�
,ULVK�XS�������

The second quarter the Pi-
oneers saw more pressure de-
fense, which led to more turn-
RYHUV��&RDFK�+XUW��LQ�KLV���WK�
year coaching the Pioneers, 
said he was “not pleased of 
his team’s execution against 
the Irish defense.” 

By Dave Rinehart
MCC Correspondent

Pioneers struggle with turnovers in loss

Mooresville head coach Mark Hurt and longtime assistant coach 
Joe Johnson gather the Lady Pioneers to go over the strategy 
during a timeout last Thursday. (Dave Rinehart photo / MCC)

MARTINSVILLE — The Mar-
tinsville Lady Artesians played 
WKHLU� ¿UVW� KRPH� JDPH� RI� WKH�
season last Saturday at John R. 
Wooden Gymnasium after three 
tough road losses. 
:LWK�6DWXUGD\¶V�������ZLQ��WKH�

Lady Arties have now won the 
last 11 of 12 games against the 
Terre Haute North Lady Patriots. 

Junior Addie Curless got the 
scoring started for Martinsville, 
KLWWLQJ�D�WKUHH�SRLQWHU�DW�WKH������
mark. Then it was a seesaw bat-
tle the rest of the quarter with two 
WLHV� DQG� D� OHDG� FKDQJH�� %XW� WKH�
$UWHVLDQV�JRW�D�¿QDO�EXFNHW�WR�HQG�
WKH� TXDUWHU� E\� VRSKRPRUH� %UD[-
ton Conner to put the home team 
up one point, 10-9. 

Not much scoring took place 

By Dave Rinehart
MCC Correspondent

Arties 
get a 
win
Three players in double 
figures help secure home 
victory for Lady Arties

Staff Report

SEE FIGHT | PAGE B2SEE ARTIES | PAGE B2

SEE PIONEERS | PAGE B2

Sophomore Braxton Connor goes to the 
free-throw stripe during the matchup 
against Terre Haute North last Saturday. 
(Dave Rinehart photo / MCC)

GRADE: Junior
SPORT: Basketball
REASON FOR AWARD: Grace scored 21 points last 
Saturday night to lead the team to a hard-fought 
54-50 win over Covenant Christian. The team is now 
4-0 to start the season — the first time in 37 years.

GRADE: Sophomore
SPORT: Wrestling 
REASON FOR AWARD: Ava had a third-place 
finish at New Palestine invitational and a 
second-place finish at the Purdue Polytech 
Invitational.

GRACE DEATON AVA ELLIOTT

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

SPONSORED 
 BY:

MONROVIA HIGH SCHOOL
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MARTINSVILLE — Se-
nior Rhys Wolf calls Notre 
Dame his “dream school,” 
and on Monday morning, 
in front of friends and fam-
ily, the Martinsville High 
School senior made that 
dream come true. 

The Artesians’ 
right-handed pitcher signed 
with the Fighting Irish on 
Nov. 17, a feat accom-
plished by only about 2 
percent of high school ath-
letes. Martinsville Athletic 
Director Kip Staggs per-
sonally congratulated Wolf, 
and called him one of the 

VFKRRO¶V� ¿QHVW� DWKOHWHV� LQ�
recent memory.

“I have not seen an ath-
OHWH�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�IRXU�RU�¿YH�

years that has put in as much 
time as you have,” Staggs 
said. “You move into a very 
elite group of student ath-

letes in this country.” 
Staggs also praised 

Wolf’s academic talents, 
touting Wolf as a “4.0 stu-
dent.” 

Wolf, a baseball player 
since the age of 6, said he’s 
always been a fan of Notre 
Dame, especially praising 
the school’s “atmosphere” 
and colors. He intends to 
study biological sciences 
in order to become a sports 
physician. 

Wolf will travel up north 
to South Bend next fall, 
leaving behind a Martins-
ville team that got him 
where he is today. He said 
the best part of being an 
Artesian was all the people 
around him.

“(My favorite part of be-
ing an Artesian was) play-
ing for the community I 
love,” Wolf said. 

By Jared Quigg
MCC Reporter

Wolf signs with Notre Dame

Martinsville senior Rhys Wolf signs his letter of commitment Monday to play baseball for the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame. (Jared 
Quigg photo / MCC)

Artesian baseball player 
to join the Fighting 
Irish next year

Surrounded by his family, Martinsville senior Rhys Wolf is all 
smiles after signing his letter of commitment Monday to play 
baseball for the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame. (Jared Quigg 
photo / MCC)

in the second quarter, with 
each team scoring just 6 
points each, including four 
from Martinsville senior 
Ruby Murrell. In the second 
quarter there were four lead 
changes with Martinsville 
holding on to the one-point 
lead at the half. Turnovers 
GRPLQDWHG�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI��LQ-
cluding 14 for the Patriots 
to Martinsville’s seven. 

The teams headed into 
the halftime locker room 
with the Lady Arties up 16-
15. 

After trading a couple of 
free throws, Terre Haute 
went on a 6-0 run to take 
their largest lead at 22-19. 

The last three minutes of 
the third quarter saw Mar-
tinsville step to the free-
throw stripe seven straight 
times — hitting 12 of 14 — 
to take a nine-point lead at 
35-26. 

The Patriots Hornbrook 
KLW� D� ¿HOG� JRDO� WR� VWRS� WKH�
Artesian run, and the quar-
ter ended with the Artesians 
up, 35-28. Martinsville 
went to the free throw line a 
total of 10 times in the third 
quarter, going 16-20 from 
the stripe.   

Freshman Sadie Thacker 
scored 6 for Martinsville in 
the third, and Murrell added 
5. 

Terre Haute hit a couple 
of threes to start the fourth 

quarter to make it a three-
point game, 35-32. Then the 
Arties went on a 11-2 run to 
lead by a dozen points, 46-
34. 

Thacker continued with 

her hot hand in the fourth, 
scoring nine more points, 
two coming from nice as-
sists from Murrell and 
Curless. Martinsville had 
six players in the scoring 

column led by Thacker’s 
17 points (including 15 in 
the second half). Murrell 
contributed 14, and Curless 
KDG�¿YH�LQ�HDFK�KDOI�IRU����
points. 

Rounding out the scoring, 
sophomore Braxtyn Conner 
with six, sophomore Hayley 
6WHSKHQVRQ�VFRULQJ�WKH�¿QDO�
two points for Martinsville, 
and junior Audrey Haenlein 
hitting one of two FTs. 

Coach Nuckles comment-
ed on how important it was 
to get to the free throw line 
in the third quarter, as well 
as the team’s lower turnover 
numbers from the three ear-
ly road losses. 

He talked about two of 
his young players, sopho-
more Braxton Conner, how 
she had a rough game vs. 
Columbus North, but came 
R൵� WKH� EHQFK� DQG� GLG� D�
“great job!” 

Coach Nuckles comment-
ed how he was proud of his 
team for their rebounding 
against a bigger, more phys-
ical team. 

Coach concluded; “It’s 
QLFH� WR� JHW� WKH� ¿UVW� ZLQ�´�
Coach Nuckles said. “It was 
a tough one to get. But ex-
cited for our kids!”

Martinsville improves to 
1-3 with the victory. They 
hosted Bloomington North 
on Tuesday, after press 
time. 

On Saturday, they’ll host 
Lebanon in John R. Wood-
en Gymnasium, with a 1:30 
S�P��WLSR൵��

ARTIES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

The lone bright spot for 
Mooresville in the quarter was 
0RRUH¶V� � WZR�¿HOG�JRDOV�� LQFOXG-
LQJ�DQ�R൵HQVLYH�UHERXQG�DQG�SXW�
back. 

By the time the second quarter 
ended, Cathedral had built up a 
20-point lead to go up 30-10 at 
the half. 

The Pioneers defensive strug-
gles continued into the third quar-

ter as the Irish outscored Moores-
ville 17-9 and had a commanding 
lead of 47-19 with one quarter to 
go. 

“You can’t have close to 30 
turnovers and get out rebound-
ed and not shoot the ball very 
well,” Coach Hurt said. “Those 
are tough things to overcome in a 
basketball game.” 

The Pioneers did score 13 
points in the fourth quarter, but as 
Coach Hurt noted, it was against 
the subs on the Cathedral team.  

0RRUHVYLOOH¶V� EHVW� R൵HQVLYH�
output in the game was a 11-2 run 
LQ� WKH� IRXUWK� TXDUWHU�� FDSSHG� R൵�
by 5’7” freshman Millie Allison’s 
lone three-pointer in the game. 

Cathedral playing just their sec-
ond game of the season improved 
to 1-1 with the 55-32 victory, 
while the Pioneers — now on a 
three-game losing streak — fall 
to 1-3. 

“We just didn’t have a good 
basketball game tonight,” Coach 
Hurt commented.

Mooresville had seven players 
in the scoring column, led by the 
14 points of Halle Moore “Halle 
played her best game so far this 
season,” Coach Hurt said. “She 
needs to be our leading rebounder 
each and every night”

The Irish had three players 
VFRULQJ� LQ� GRXEOH�¿JXUHV�� OHG� E\�
6-foot sophomore Caroline Wig-
gins’ 15 points. 

The Pioneers with a couple 
more non-conference games be-
fore they get to playing in Mid-

State Conference action on Nov. 
25 versus Martinsville. 

Coach Hurt hopes to see things 
improve with every game. 

“We have to be better — taking 
care of the basketball, rebound-
ing, executing,” he said. “If we 
don’t do these things, we are in 
for a long season!”

Mooresville hosted Danville on 
Tuesday night, after press time. 
They’ll travel to Columbus East 
on Friday, Nov. 21, with a 7:30 
S�P��WLSR൵��

PIONEERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

GRZQ��7KHQ�'DYLV�IRXQG�3RWWRU൵�
for a 29-yard touchdown recep-
tion with no time on the clock — 
his ninth receiving TD of the year. 

The Artesians went for the two-
point conversion, but it failed. 

Coach Dugger talked about 
the 80-yard drive in 40 seconds, 
SLFNLQJ�XS�IRXU�¿UVW�GRZQV�LQ�¿YH�
plays. 

“Great plays before half,” he 
said, “great job keeping us in the 
game and giving us a shot.”

The teams went into the half 
with Heritage Hills up, 15-13, 
over Martinsville.

The second half started with 
0DUWLQVYLOOH� NLFNLQJ� R൵� WR� WKH�
Patriots, including a little trickery 

with an excellent onside kick by 
senior Charlie Rawlins that was 
recovered by the Arties at mid-
¿HOG��

“We knew we had to get the 
ball,” Dugger said. “Just didn’t 
capitalize on it.” 

Martinsville failed to convert 
on fourth-and-1, turning the ball 
over to the Heritage Hills.

The Patriots took advantage of 
WKH� JRRG� ¿HOG� SRVLWLRQ�� PRYLQJ�
58 yards in 7 plays in a drive that 
ended with a 4-yard touchdown 
run. That opened up a 9-point 
lead, 22-13. 

On Martinsville’s next posses-
sion, Davis tossed his 13th inter-
ception of the season, giving the 
Patriots another opportunity to 
score. 

And they did, going 72 yards in 
14 plays for another TD and a 28-

13 lead. 
Martinsville took over with 

11:28 on the clock and moved the 
ball all the way down to the Pa-
triots’ 7-yard line before failing to 
convert on fourth down. 

Heritage Hills then went 93 
yards in seven plays, scoring on a 
36-yard run by the quarterback — 
his third rushing TD of the game. 

The Artesians had one more 
opportunity as the season was 
coming to an end. Starting at the 
20-yard line, they moved the ball 
DFURVV� PLG¿HOG� DW� WKH� ++¶V� ���

yard line. Davis then connected 
with Cazee for his third passing 
touchdown of the game and Ca-
zee’s second receiving of the 
game. 

But it was too little, too late, 
and the Artesians season came to 
an end with a score of 35-19.

Patriots Head Coach Todd 
Wilkerson knew it would be a 
tough game. 

“We knew we were up against 
a really good opponent,” he said. 
“They play a really good schedule 
(of the 62 4A teams, Martinsville 

has been in the Top 10 in ‘strength 
of schedule’ all season) and they 
have really good athletes. 

But he lauded his team, as they 
“made some really good plays”

For Coach Dugger part, he said 
he was “proud of the kids for not 
quitting.” 

“They fought to the end 
(against) a really good ball club. 
We had the opportunities, just 
couldn’t make the one play to get 
over the hump.”

FIGHT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

Martinsville senior running back Lucas Dewey stretches out for additional yardage as he’s brought down during last 
Friday’s regional championship game against Heritage Hills. (MSD of Martinsville courtesy photo)

Martinsville junior Landon Cazee fends off a would be tackler during last 
Friday’s regional championship game against Heritage Hills. (MSD of Martins-
ville courtesy photo)

Coach Dave Nuckles gathers his team during a timeout to go over the game plan against Terre Haute North last Saturday. (Dave 
Rinehart photo / MCC)
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Students at Charles L. Smith Fine Arts Academy in Martinsville wave their flags high as the choir sings ‘God Bless America,’ last 
week during Veterans Day, which was celebrated throughout the school district and the county. (MSD of Martinsville courtesy 
photo) 

FLAG WAS STILL WAVING

U.S. Marine Corps Maj. (ret.) Jarod Overton addresses the 
crowd last Friday at the Salute to Hometown Heroes Breakfast, 
hosted by the Mooresville High School Key Club and held at the 
Boys and Girls Club in Mooresville. More than a dozen Key Club 
members took part in the event, helping set up, serve break-
fast and honor local veterans, including a World War II veteran 
who was in attendance. (Mooresville Schools courtesy photo)

A SALUTE TO HOMETOWN HEROES

MOORESVILLE — The 
Mooresville Public Library 
(MPL) Board of Trustees 
announced last week that 
Sandra Osborn will serve as 
the library’s new executive 
director. 

Following the retirement 
of longtime director Diane 
Huerkamp in January, Os-
born has served as the li-
brary’s interim director. 

“Sandra has continued 

to focus on 
the library’s 
vision state-
ment and 
value state-
ment, in 
conjunction 
with being 
¿VFDOO\� UH-
sponsible,” 
MPL board president Jane 
Amos said. “She has also 
successfully led updates to 
the strategic plan, technol-
ogy plan and capital im-
provement plan.

“Sandra has done a re-
markable job leading the 
FRQVWUXFWLRQ� H൵RUWV� RI� WKH�
Library renovation,” Amos 
continued. “The lower level 
is amazing — as will be the 
children’s area soon. San-
dra’s leadership has been 
outstanding this past year.” 

Osborn brings exten-
sive experience in library 
administration and com-
munity service. She has 
worked at the library since 
2014, starting as technical 
services manager. In 2018, 

she was promoted to deputy 
director, overseeing the cir-
culation department, serv-
ing as primary cataloger, 
selecting and ac-
quiring materials 
and media, 
managing 
electronic 
resources 
and databas-
es, and han-
dling numerous adminis-
trative responsibilities. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree 
and a Master of Library 

Science degree from Indi-
ana University. 

“I am truly honored to 
serve this community and 

lead our library into 
the next era,” said 

O s b o r n . 
“My vision 
is for the 
library to 

be a commu-
nity center, a 

space where 
people of all ages can learn, 
connect, and grow. I look 
forward to building on our 

strong traditional services 
while exploring new ways 
to meet our community’s 
needs.” 

The Mooresville Pub-
lic Library provides a full 
range of educational, cul-
tural, and technological 
resources to residents of 
all ages. The library’s mis-
sion is to engage, educate, 
and enrich the community 
through accessible pro-
grams, services, and life-
long learning opportunities.

Staff Report

OSBORN

INDIANAPOLIS — The Indi-
DQD� 6KHUL൵V¶� $VVRFLDWLRQ� �,6$��
last week announced the grad-
uation of 40 public-safety lead-
ers from the West Point Leader-
ship program, including Morgan 
&RXQW\� 6KHUL൵¶V� 2൶FH� 'HSXW\�
Kyle Seward. 

This is ISA’s third West Point 
Leadership class, bringing the 
Association’s three-year total to 
more than 150 graduates — a tes-
tament to ISA’s sustained, state-
wide commitment to excellence 
in leadership training and devel-
opment.

Built on enduring leadership 
principles associated with the 

United States Military Academy 
and adapted for 
modern policing, 
the West Point 
Leadership pro-
gram — delivered 
in partnership 
with the Nation-
al Command & 
6WD൵� &ROOHJH� ²�
blends structured 
online modules, 
instructor facil-
itation, discus-
sion boards, and 
applied assignments to translate 
theory into on-the-job superviso-
ry practice and culture change. 

“Professionalism and public 
trust rise with the quality of lead-

ership,” said Steve Luce, Exec-
utive Director of 
the Indiana Sher-
L൵V¶� $VVRFLDWLRQ��
“Investing in 
West Point Lead-
ership—now for 
the third consec-
utive cohort—
equips our sher-
L൵V¶� R൶FHV� ZLWK�
leaders who think 
clearly, act ethi-

cally, and elevate 
the people around them. We’re 
proud to see these graduates car-
ry forward a common language 
of accountability, character and 
service.” 

From the ISA

MCSO deputy among leadership graduates

From left: Morgan County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Kyle Seward is joined by Morgan County Sheriff Rich Myers last week at 
the graduation ceremony for the latest cohort to graduate from the West Point Leadership program. (Courtesy photo) 

BLOOMINGTON — 
The world knows her as Catt 
Sadler from “E! News,” but 
around here, she was once 
known as Cathy.

The three-time Em-
my-winning journalist and 
Martinsville native was 
honored by the Indiana 
University Media School 
last week, where she was 

recognized 
as a dis-
t inguished 
alumna. 

S a d l e r 
had wanted 
to work in 
the enter-
tainment in-
dustry since 
she was 11 years old after 
appearing as an extra in 
“Hoosiers.” The Martins-
ville High School alum was 

determined to make that 
dream come true. 

Sadler graduated from 
Indiana University in 1997 
with a degree in journalism, 
beginning her career at Fox 
59 immediately after grad-
uation. 

From there Sadler went 
on to do her most notable 
work at E! Entertainment, 
where she spent more than 
a decade contributing to “E! 
News,” “E! News Week-

end,” “Daily Pop” and 
“Live from E!”

With E! Entertainment 
she covered Hollywood’s 
biggest red carpet events 
where she interviewed ce-
lebrities throughout awards 
season. Additionally, Sadler 
co-hosted the Vanity Fair 
Oscars Party show for sev-
eral consecutive years. 

Sadler eventually re-
signed from E! Entertain-
ment over wage inequi-

ty, thereafter becoming 
a prominent voice in the 
equal pay movement. She 
has since championed 
women’s rights through 
her participation in the Los 
Angeles Women’s March, 
her speech at the Equal Pay 
Day rally at New York City 
Hall and through her star-
ring roles in campaigns for 
LUNA Bar, SECRET De-
odorant and Summersalt, 
among others. 

Today, Sadler is the host 
and executive producer of 
her weekly podcast, “Catt 
Sadler Now,” which has re-
corded more than 300 epi-
sodes. The podcast explores 
personal growth, wellness, 
and inner beauty through 
intimate interviews. 

The eternal Artesian is 
FXUUHQWO\� ZULWLQJ� KHU� ¿UVW�
book, a memoir set to be re-
leased in 2027. 

Staff Report

Sadler honored as distinguished Indiana University alum

MORGAN COUNTY — With rising 
grocery prices, managing food costs has 
become a priority for many households. 
3XUGXH�([WHQVLRQ±0RUJDQ�&RXQW\�R൵HUV�
practical strategies to help families stretch 
WKHLU�GROODUV�ZLWKRXW�VDFUL¿FLQJ�QXWULWLRQ�

• Start at home: Cooking at home is one 
RI�WKH�PRVW�H൵HFWLYH�ZD\V�WR�VDYH�PRQH\�
and eat healthier. 

Preparing meals from scratch often 
costs less than dining out and gives you 
control over ingredients. 

Before heading to the store, take inven-
tory of what you already have. Shopping 
\RXU� SDQWU\� ¿UVW� SUHYHQWV� XQQHFHVVDU\�
purchases and reduces waste. Creating a 
weekly menu and grocery list ensures you 
buy only what you need.

• Plan ahead and stick to it: Impulse 
buys can quickly derail a budget. 

Make a list and stick to it. Consider us-
ing a grocery app to track deals and com-
pare prices. Digital tools can help you stay 
RUJDQL]HG�DQG�¿QG�DGGLWLRQDO�VDYLQJV�

• Coupons count: Coupons — both dig-
ital and paper — remain a powerful way 
to cut costs.

Shoppers can save 10 to 15 percent on 
their grocery bill by using them consis-
WHQWO\��0DQ\�VWRUHV�R൵HU�DSSV�RU� OR\DOW\�
programs that make couponing easier 
than ever.

• Don’t waste food: Leftovers aren’t 
just scraps — they’re opportunities. 

Repurpose them into lunches or freeze 
for later use. Always label and date freez-
er items to maintain freshness and avoid 
waste.

• Start small, pay attention: Food bud-
geting doesn’t have to be overwhelming. 

Begin with small changes, take your 
time and stay mindful of spending habits. 
Every step toward planning and reducing 
ZDVWH�DGGV�XS�WR�VLJQL¿FDQW�VDYLQJV�RYHU�
time.

Rachel Peine is the Health and Human 
Sciences Extension Educator for the Pur-
GXH� ([WHQVLRQ� ±� 0RUJDQ� &RXQW\� R৽FH��
6KH�FDQ�EH�FRQWDFWHG�DW�USHLQH#SXUGXH�
HGX�RU�E\�FDOOLQJ��������������

For more info
For more resources and 

guidance, contact Purdue Ex-
tension – Morgan County at 
765-342-1010 or visit https://
extension.purdue.edu/county/
morgan.

By Rachel Peine 
Purdue Extension–Morgan County

Food budgeting: Tips to save money and eat better

As the Health and Human Sciences 
Purdue Extension Educator, I often 
teach classes on food budgeting and 
meal planning, including the one 
earlier this month at Hope House in 
Mooresville. (Courtesy photo) 

Osborn to lead MPL as executive director

SADLER
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INGREDIENTS
• 2 cups Brussels sprouts, halved
• 2 cups baby carrots
• 2 cups sweet potatoes, diced
• 1 red onion, sliced
• 3 tablespoons olive oil
• 1 teaspoon garlic powder
• 1 teaspoon dried thyme
• 1 teaspoon smoked paprika
• Salt and pepper, to taste
• Fresh herbs for garnish (like parsley and rosemary)

INSTRUCTIONS
• Preheat your oven to 425°F to prepare for roasting.
• Wash, peel, and chop the Brussels sprouts, baby carrots, and sweet potatoes into even-

ly-sized pieces.
• In a large mixing bowl, combine all the vegetables with olive oil, garlic powder, thyme, 

smoked paprika, salt, and pepper.
• Mix everything until the vegetables are evenly coated with the oil and seasonings.
• Line a baking sheet with parchment paper and spread the vegetable mixture in a single 

layer for even cooking.
• Place the baking sheet in the oven and roast for about 25-30 minutes, stirring halfway 

through for even cooking.
• Remove from the oven when the vegetables are tender and slightly caramelized, check-

ing for a fork-tender texture.
• Transfer the vegetables to a serving dish and sprinkle with fresh herbs for an added touch 

RI�ÀDYRU�

FEBRUARY 1976 
— Andrew belongs 
to the “sparkplug” 

profession. It keeps Uncle 
6DP�IURP�JURZLQJ�¿QDQ-
cially anemic by keeping a 
ULFK�ÀRZ�RI�GROODUV�LQ�KLV�
“veins.” 

Jesus and Elijah also 
belonged to this unique 
profession! 

CASE G-607: Andrew 
B., aged 35, is a newspaper 
advertising manager.

“Dr. Crane,” he said, 
“I know you are a rooter 
for good advertising, for 
I studied your textbook in 
college.

“So I wonder if you 
could come East to address 
our Advertising Club?

“And I hope you can 
also expose the false notion 
among many Americans 
that advertising increases 
the cost of goods.

“You often state that Un-

cle Sam leads the world in 
manufacturing and our high 
standard of living, which 
you attribute to the fact 
Uncle Sam symbolizes the 
world’s foremost go-getter 
advertising nation.”

Bravo, advertising! 
Jesus indulged in na-

tional advertising, for he 
sent 70 disciples ahead 
of him, two by two, to 
publicize his forthcoming 
sermons in all the towns 

and cities of Judea.
Elijah also employed the 

GUDPDWLF�ÀDLU�RI�VXSHUE�
advertisers by boldly 
challenging wicked Queen 
Jezebel’s 450 prophets of 
her idol, Baal.

King Ahab then heeded 
Elijah’s request and nation-
ally advertised the event! 

Remember, Elijah was 
the most wanted man in the 
kingdom, whom Jezebel 
had instructed the army to 
bring before her — dead or 
alive!

Yet Elijah dared her 
priests, under her palace 
windows, to a life-and-
death religious experiment, 
as we see in chapter 18 in 
I Kings.

Advertising is the 
sparkplug of our superb 
American “free enterprise” 
system, for it moves the 
merchandise from the 
factories or stores and puts 
it into our homes.

Without advertising 
(and salesmen), who of us 
would have a job or bring 
home a paycheck?

Please note our debt to 
advertising: 
��$GYHUWLVHPHQWV�¿QDQFH�

our newspapers so we don’t 
need to pay $10 per copy 
for them!

• We now enjoy free 
radio and television shows, 
plus sports events, because 
advertisers pay the costs.

• Savvy shoppers obtain 
bargains every day because 
the ads in this and 1,750 
other daily newspapers in 
the U.S.A.

In fact, you save enough 
money during the year, 
due to the bargain prices in 
such advertised local sales, 
to pay your entire newspa-
per subscription each year, 
SOXV�¿QDQFH�D�WZR�ZHHN�
vacation!

• Advertising also LOW-
ERS the cost of goods by 

producing such a heavy 
demand that large-scale 
manufacturing of the prod-
ucts reduces the unit cost!

Oranges, for example, 
used to be a luxury here 
in America, yet oranges 
and orange juice are now 
standard menu items.

G.V. Sanders, editor in 
Jacksonville, Fla., launched 
this “Worry Clinic” down 
there and told me that when 
he was a boy, his father 
brought him ONE orange 
at Christmas.

“Dr. Crane,” he added, 
“Dad then peeled that 
orange and handed out 
just one slice apiece to the 
members of the family!”

If it weren’t for such 
large-scale manufacturing 
that results from adver-
tising, imagine the price 
of any handmade, fac-
tory-built automobile or 
vacuum cleaner, sewing 
machine or TV set!

Hen eggs are also in 
great demand, in contrast 
to duck or goose eggs, 
because the hen advertises 
her merchandise! How? 
By letting the world know 
she has laid another egg 
through her loud cackling! 

A nation slips into “stag-
nation” without advertis-
ing!

Uncle Sam would grow 
economically anemic if 
advertisers and salesmen 
didn’t keep money circulat-
ing heavily in his veins!

So be grateful — not 
hateful — to the real spark-
plugs of our free enterprise 
system, for they’ve made 
us the envy of the world! 

Dr. George W. Crane, 
based out of Hillsboro, 
Ind., was a syndicated 
columnist for more than 
60 years in newspapers 
DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��RৼHULQJ�
psychological advice to 
everyday people.

STATEPOINT MEDIA
THEME: NURSERY RHYMES

ACROSS
1. Type of haircut, pl.

5. Tiny helper
8. *What rain does in famous nurs-

ery rhyme
12. What accomplices do

ANSWERS:

COLUMN & PUZZLES

The Worry Clinic
DR. GEORGE W. CRANE

Advertising is what keeps Uncle Sam healthy

The whole family will love 
these! In a few simple steps, 
you’ll get beautiful roasted veg-

etables that are absolutely delicious! 

13. Ring like a bell
14. Sign of life
15. Lascivious look
16. Pretentiously artistic
17. Tiny island
18. *Bring her back! (2 words)
20. Nicholas II of Russia, e.g.
21. Inmate with life sentence
22. *One for Sorrow (Two for ____)
23. Melville’s “Pequod,” e.g.
26. More fancy
30. Request for tailor
31. Encoded message
34. Land measure
35. Omit
37. *Hush-a-bye, baby. ___ still”
38. Take a base
39. Hokkaido native
40. Veal serving
42. Beehive State native
43. What Cupid did (2 words)
45. *Tip me over!
47. Lt.’s inferior
48. Plant louse
50. “Pay as you earn” tax system
52. *How do your ears wobble? (3 words)
56. Sacha Cohen’s middle name
57. Render speechless
58. Medley
59. Apathetic
60. Not tanned
61. Nearly
62. Bird’s groomer
63. It’s open to interpretation
64. #57 Down, pl.

DOWN
1. It’s soothing
2. Do as directed
3. British Broadcasting Corporation, collo-

quially
4. Take a leisurely walk
5. Chill-inducing
6. Procrastinator’s word

7. *What the old lady swallowed
8. *She’s been to London to visit the Queen
9. Paella pot
10. ____-friendly
11. Expose to moisture
13. One way to cook fish
14. Mountain climber’s spike
19. Brother’s daughter
22. *Who stole the cookie from the cookie 

____?
23. Semolina source
24. Sunny prefix
25. Kind of acid
26. Perceive by touch
27. Frost over (2 words)
28. One of the Muses
29. Find new tenant
32. *What Jack Horner pulled out
33. Not miss
36. *____ of ____, he had ten thou-

sand men
38. Beer garden mug
40. Post-Soviet Union alliance, acr.

41. C2H6, flammable gas
44. With regard to, archaic
46. Software plug-ins
48. Rose oil
49. Young chicken
50. Window glass
51. Geometric calculation
53. Buy and resell
54. Baltic capital
55. Sounds of amazement
56. Baby’s apron
57. Self-care resort

FANTASTIC ROASTED 
VEGETABLES

Shelley’s Sweet Spot
SHELLEY SUTER
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HOME — Thanksgiving 
fell on Nov. 22 in 1945. 

For more than 40 Mar-
tinsville men, formerly of 
Company K of the Indiana 
National Guard, it was the 
most wonderful Thanksgiv-
ing of all.
,W�ZDV� WKHLU�¿UVW�7KDQNV-

giving back home after al-
PRVW�¿YH�\HDUV�RI�ZDU�VHU-
vice.

In January 1941, ap-
proximately 80 men from 
Morgan County, known as 
the “Boys of Company K,” 
left behind their homes, 
families and friends for a 
year-long commitment of 
military training at Camp 
Shelby, Miss.

Eleven months into that 
training — with only a 
month remaining of their 
year of obligation — the 
Japanese forces attacked 
WKH�1DY\�ÀHHW�DW�3HDUO�+DU-
bor.

Overnight, everything 
changed for the country … 
and for the “Boys of Com-
pany K.”

Suddenly, their “year” of 
service was extended indef-
initely.

None of them would have 
imagined that their lives 
would be put on hold for 
the next four years as they 
EHFDPH�SDUW�RI�WKH�¿JKWLQJ�
forces overseas.

Company K’s men were 
assigned to the 151st Infan-
try Regiment in the 38th In-
fantry Division.
)RU� WKH� ¿UVW� WZR� \HDUV��

the boys of Martinsville re-
mained in the U.S. training 
at Camp Shelby and later at 
Camp Livingston, La.

From there, they left for 
jungle training in Hawaii, 
a sign that they were des-
WLQHG�IRU�FRPEDW�RQ�3DFL¿F�
Islands.

In January 1944, the 38th 
Division deployed to New 
Guinea, as part of the new 
8th Army, where they com-
pleted their training and ex-
SHULHQFHG�WKHLU�¿UVW�FRPEDW�

In December 1944, the 
division was sent to the 
Philippines. Here the men 
engaged in harsh combat 
with Japanese forces while 
clearing the island of Lu-
zon.

For their success in open-
ing Zig Zag Pass and the 
Bataan peninsula, the divi-
sion earned their nickname 
“The Avengers of Bataan.”

The men left the Philip-
pines in October 1945, the 
PRQWK�DIWHU�-DSDQ¶V�R൶FLDO�
surrender, crossing the Pa-
FL¿F�2FHDQ�EHIRUH�UHDFKLQJ�
San Francisco.

From there, they board-
ed cross-country trains and 
arrived at Camp Atterbury 
for discharge or temporary 
leave.

They returned home to 
Martinsville in mid-No-
vember 1945.

Bittersweet reunions
While the reunion with 

loved ones on Thanksgiv-
ing Day was joyful for all 
the men who came home, 

it was even more special 
for Herschel D. Leonard 
of Martins-
ville.

L i k e 
many men, 
he wasn’t 
just return-
ing to his 
parents and 
siblings, he 
was coming 
home to a 
sweetheart.

And that Thanksgiving 
Day wasn’t just marked 
with turkey and the trim-
mings; it was also the day 
of wedding bells for Her-
VFKHO�DQG�KLV�¿DQFp��(YHO\Q�
Mosier, also of Martins-
ville.

They were married in the 
First Methodist Church in 
their hometown and then 
enjoyed a festive Thanks-
giving meal at a home in 
Indianapolis.

Their 35-year marriage 
was blessed with two chil-
dren and four grandchil-
dren.

Leonard’s wife died in 
1980. He lived to the age of 
93, passing in 2006.

Not all of Morgan Coun-
ty’s Company K men re-
turned home alive.

Four area men died while 
serving in the Philippines: 
Arnold “Dutch” Hack-
er, James Arlo Bowman, 
Charles Glover and Charles 
Watkins.

While most of the Mor-
gan County men who left 
Martinsville with Company 
K in 1941 remained with 
the 38th Division, others 
GHSDUWHG� IRU� GL൵HUHQW� XQLWV�
and theaters of war af-
ter their initial training at 
Camp Shelby.

Bill Martin, Ralph Curtis, 
Bob Clark, Emmett Martin, 
Ed Rydell and Rex Smith, 
among others, joined units 
that fought in the European 
theater.

Smith and Rydell served 
with the Army Air Force.

Sadly, Clark and Martin, 
who joined Army units, 

died in combat during their 
service in Europe.

A few of the “Boys of 
Company K” remained in 
military service and made 
careers in the Army. Among 
them were Billy “Donk” 
Adkins, Forrest Decker and 
Verlie Knoy, all of whom 
served in the Korean con-
ÀLFW�¿YH�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�HQG�
of World War II.

Others coming home
There were hundreds of 

other Morgan County men 
who came home from their 
long war 
service in 
November 
1945.

Centerton 
native, John 
Wooden was 
one of them.

His fami-
ly moved to 
Martinsville 
after losing their farm near 
Centerton in bankruptcy.

Wooden became a star 
athlete on the Martinsville 
basketball team and played 
in three state champion-
ships, winning two of them.

He also played on the 
Purdue team, becoming an 
All-American athlete, while 
earning his English degree.

After turning down an 
opportunity to play profes-
sionally with the Celtics 
basketball team, he married 
his sweetheart Nellie and 
began a teaching career in 
Dayton, Ky.

A year later, he accepted 
a teaching and coaching po-
sition at South Bend Cen-
tral High School, where he 
taught and coached for 11 
years, amassing a record of 
���� YLFWRULHV� DQG� VX൵HULQJ�
only 42 defeats.

Wooden joined the Navy 
in 1943 and became a lieu-
tenant. He served as a phys-
ical education instructor 
for naval pilots in training 
at the University of North 

Carolina and later the Uni-
versity of Iowa.

The future basketball 
coach’s legendary life was 
possibly spared due to an 
appendicitis attack, which 
kept him from serving on 
the USS Franklin aircraft 
carrier, which was bound 
IRU� WKH� 6RXWK� 3DFL¿F� LQ�
1944.
7KH� QDYDO� R൶FHU� ZKR�

took his place was killed 
on Oct. 30, 1944, when a 
Japanese kamikaze hit the 
ship on which Wooden was 
scheduled to serve.

The rest of Wooden’s 
legendary coaching career 
with Indiana State Teach-
er’s College and UCLA is 
well-known.

He retired from coaching 
in 1975 and died at the age 
of 99 in 2010.

No one had a more im-
pressive return home in No-
vember than Ensign Joseph 
L. Elliott of Martinsville.

Elliott and his new wife, 
2UDMHDQ� +LFNPDQ�� ÀHZ� LQ�
his own private plane from 
Vero Beach, Fla., to Morgan 
County, landing the plane in 
front of his parents’ home in 
-H൵HUVRQ� 7RZQVKLS�� DERXW�
three miles southwest of 
Martinsville.

The Purdue stu-
dent-turned-naval-aviator 
began his pilot training at 

Depauw University as an 
air cadet in 1943 and earned 
his wings from the Naval 
Air Training base in Corpus 
Christi, Texas, in December 
1944.

He was completing addi-
WLRQDO�ÀLJKW�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�)ORU-
ida when the war ended.

After the brief landing at 
KLV� SDUHQWV¶� KRPH�� KH� ÀHZ�
his plane to the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Center to be 
discharged.

Not to be outdone by El-
liott, Martinsville native 
Calvin Hacker, Jr, who had 
been a prisoner of war in Ja-
pan for four years, had his 
own grand way of traveling 
through Morgan County.
+H� ERXJKW� WKH� ¿UVW� QHZ�

post-war car in Martins-
ville.

No automobiles were 
made or sold during the war 
years.
+DFNHU�GURYH�R൵� WKH� ORW��

still wearing his uniform, in 
a brand new 1946 Ford two-
door sedan.

Not everyone was com-
ing home to stay in Novem-
ber. 

Continued service
One man with Mor-

gan County roots, Paul V. 
McNutt, was going back to 
the Philippines.

McNutt moved with 
his family to Martinsville 
when he was 7 years old, 
later graduating from high 
school there.

After graduating from 
Indiana University and 
earning his law degree at 
Harvard, McNutt entered 
politics and became Indi-
ana’s governor from 1933-
37.

He was then appointed 
by President Roosevelt to 
be the second high commis-
sioner to the Philippines, 
serving from 1937-1939.

At the end of the war, 
McNutt was appointed 
again for the position by 
President Truman in Sep-
tember 1945.

In November 1945 he had 
a brief visit with his parents 
in Martinsville before head-
ing back to the Philippines.
$V�WKH�¿QDO�KLJK�FRPPLV-

VLRQHU� DQG� VRRQ�WR�EH� ¿UVW�
ambassador to the Philip-
pines, McNutt signed the 
Treaty of Manila on July 
4, 1946, which granted 
independence and ended 
U.S. sovereignty over the 
islands.

He oversaw and partici-
pated in the joyful festivi-
ties on that historic day.

The Filipino people had 
risen from the ashes of war-
time destruction and begun 
a new chapter thanks to the 
liberation by U.S. forces, 
many of them from Morgan 
County, and the service of 
the last U.S. High Commis-
sioner, Martinsville’s own 
Paul McNutt.

Next time: December 
1945 — A sweet and sad 
end to 1945.

Learn more about Ron-
ald P. May and his books 
at https://ronaldpmay.com 
or contact him by email 
at ron@ronaldpmay.com. 
Check out his videos on 
YouTube at: World War II 
History & Stories with Ron 
May.

By Ronald P. May
MCC Contributor

World War II at 80 — November 1945

The Daily Reporter covered the community reaction as Company K left for Camp Shelby in January 1941. (Courtesy clipping)

A most wonderful 
Thanksgiving:  
Martinsville’s Company 
K men return home 

LEONARD

WOODEN

A sign erected in the Philippines during World War II shows 
the role the 38th Infantry Division played, as ‘The Avengers of 
Bataan.’ (Public Domain photo)

Governor General of the 
Philippines Paul McNutt 
smiles for the camera as he 
arrives at the White House 
for a luncheon with President 
Roosevelt in 1939. (Library of 
Congress courtesy photo) 
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Moses died before entering the 
Promised Land, and his assistant, 
Joshua, became leader of the 
Israelites. 

Joshua was a humble, loyal, 
courageous leader, who walked 
by faith. 

There are people even today 
who do not like to be in the mi-
nority. They always want to be in 
the majority, and they want to go 
with the crowd. 

But when a person has laid 
hold of the divine nature of God, 
has become a partaker of His di-
vine nature, he/she is willing then 
to go against the world’s system 
and culture. 

We read nothing negative in 
the Scriptures about Joshua. He 
never complained on the journey 
through the wilderness. He never 
questioned Moses but was obedi-
ent to him, trusting that God was 
leading Moses. 

Joshua was not a controlling 
person. He was content to stay in 
the background, always willing 
to help in any way possible. He 
learned much as a follower of 
0RVHV�DQG�KDG�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�WKH�
God Moses followed. 

I hope you know people who 
are a witness to you of God’s 
faithfulness so that you can learn 
what following God looks like in 
everyday life. It is true freedom, 
and also hard sometimes, but it 
brings peace and assurance to 
our lives and produces faith that 
touches the lives of others. That 
is why we encourage our WRE 
students to go to church when 
SRVVLEOH�DQG�¿QG�RWKHUV�ZKR�
believe and follow Christ.

The Israelites had crossed the 
Jordan River. God again opened 
the waters and made a path for 
them to cross over. He also gave 
Joshua divine directions to en-
able Israel to take the walled city 
of Jericho to enter the Promised 
Land. 

This was a large city with huge 
walls surrounding it. It appeared 
to be an impossible task. God 
works in mysterious ways, as this 
story reveals. Joshua didn’t un-
derstand God’s direction but was 
faithful to trust and follow them.

The Lord said to Joshua, “I 
will let you take the city together 
with its king and soldiers. 

“Here is what you must do. 
Each day for six days, march 
once around the city with your 
soldiers. Take along the sacred 
chest and have seven priests walk 
in front of it, carrying trumpets 
made of ram’s horns. 

“One the seventh day, march 
around the city seven times while 
the priest blows the trumpets. 
When they make a loud blast on 
the trumpets, everyone shouts. 
The walls will fall, and all of you 
can rush in and capture the city.” 

My friend, that is exactly what 
happened. The Israelites took 
control of the city. Finally, the 
children of Israel reached their 

earthly destiny. Jericho had heard 
about this great God of Israel, 
His strength, and all the wonder-
ful miracles He had done to pro-
vide for His people. This paved 
the way for them to take back all 
the land God had promised Abra-
ham and the 12 sons of Jacob.

When Joshua died, he gave 
his last speech in Joshua 23:1-
14. I encourage you to read this 
passage. 

My friend, let us take God at 
His Word. Try His Word and you 
ZLOO�¿QG�WKDW�*RG�LV�WUXH��'R�QRW�
listen to people who are trying 
WR�GHVWUR\�\RXU�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�WKH�
Word by telling you that God 

does not keep His promises. They 
are deceiving you. 

I encourage you to trust God 
fully, step out in faith, and He 
will open the windows of heaven 
and pour His blessings on you, 
JLYLQJ�\RX�FRPSOHWH�FRQ¿GHQFH�
in His love, plan and purpose for 
eternal security and blessings in 
this life.

Let me leave you with these 
words: Never underestimate the 
power of prayer in your life and 
that of your children. Prayer is a 
GLUHFW�OLQH�WR�*RG�DQG�R൵HUV�SRV-
sibilities for divine intervention.

We stand before God on behalf 
RI�RXU�FKLOGUHQ��:H�FRQ¿GHQWO\�
D൶UP�WKHLU�ZRUWK��DQG�LQYLWH�
God to mold their hearts. Your 
example of prayer and service 
has a profound impact on their 
faith and security. 

I encourage you to teach them 
the following verses: 

Jeremiah 29:11 says, “‘For I 
know the plans I have for you,’ 
declares the Lord, ‘plans to pros-
per you and give you a hope and 
future.’” 

The students in Weekday will 
also be learning Joshua 1:9, “Be 
strong and of good courage; 
be not afraid, neither be thou 
dismayed; for the Lord, thy God 
is with you wherever you go.” 
Consider displaying these verses 
at home to remind you and your 
children of Jesus’s care and his 
plan for their future.

Contact us at Morgan County 
Schools of Weekday Religious 
Education, P.O. Box 1285, 
Martinsville, IN 46151. Or visit 
our website at wremorgancounty-
schools.org.

Joshua: A great leader
By Mickey Elliott
Weekday Religious Education

Alaska Christian Church • 7230 Lewisville Road, 
Quincy • 317-383-6300 • Facebook: Alaska Christian 
Church • alaskaorgan@gmail.com • Pastor Mike Wall 
• Sunday blended worship 11 a.m., as well as kids 
worship/nursery 

Centennial Christian Church • 1510 Centennial Road, 
Martinsville • martinsvilleccc@gmail.com • Interim 
Pastor Keenan Steinway • Sunday service at 10:30 a.m.

Good Shepherd Baptist Church • 1150 State Road 144, 
Mooresville • 317-831-1279 • gsbcindy.com • info@
gsbcindy.com • Pastor Brandon Sichting • Sunday 
School at 9:15 a.m., morning worship at 10:30 a.m., 
evening worship at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study at 11 a.m., small groups at 7 p.m. 

Prince of Peace Lutheran • 3496 E. Morgan St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-2004 • popmartinsville.org 
• popchurchlcms@hotmail.com • Pastor Nathan 
Janssen • Sundays at 9 a.m., Wednesdays at noon

River Valley Christian Church • 4295 Egbert Road, 
Martinsville • 765-349-2700 or 765-318-2741 • river-
valleychristianchurch.com • kevinable@rivervalley-
christianchurch.com • Kevin Able • Sunday worship 
at 10 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday adult bible study at 10 a.m.

Spirit of Life Church • 189 W. Indiana St., Martinsville 
• 765-342-8123 • slcmartinsville.org • slcstudentmin-
istries@gmail.com • Pastor Kenny Collier • Sunday 
Service with Kids Classes at 10 a.m., Sunday Youth 
Group at 6 p.m., Monday Bible Studies 6:30 p.m.

Zion’s Hill Baptist Church • 5050 Turkey Track Road, 
Martinsville • 765-349-3862 • zionshillbc.com • 
church.zionshill@gmail.com • Pastor Warner Swopes 
• Sunday service 9:30 a.m., Sunday School/Connec-
tion Groups follow service.  

Morgan Street Church of Christ • 540 E. Morgan St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-6027 • morganstreetchurchof-
christ.com • davidknoy@att.net • Preacher Robert 
Hawkins • Sunday Bible study 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
service at 6 p.m., Sunday service at 10:30 a.m. and 
6 p.m.

St. Martin of Tours Catholic Church • 1720 E. Harrison 
St., Martinsville • 765-342-6379 • stmtours.org • 
parishoffice@stmtours.org • Rev. Stephen Giannini • 
Saturday confession at 3 p.m., Mass at 4 p.m.; Sun-
day Mass at 10 a.m.; Tuesday and Thursday Mass at 
8:10 a.m. Check website for Holy Days of Obligation.

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church • 1109 E. Morgan St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-1682 • stmarysmartinsville.
com • stmarys1109@gmail.com • Rev. Todd Kissam • 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

First Methodist Church of Martinsville • 3150 Myra 
Lane, Martinsville • 765-342-3558 • fmcmartinsville.
org • office@fmcmartinsville.org • Pastor Chris 
Klingenfus  • Sunday service at 9 a.m.

First Baptist Church • 1109 E. Columbus St., Mar-
tinsville • 765-342-3616 • firstbaptistmartinsville.
org • fbcmart@sbcglobal.net • Pastor John Maples • 
Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. 

Paragon Christian Church • 290 Main St., Paragon 
• 765-537-2683 • Facebook: Paragon Christian • 
paragon.christian.church@gmail.com • Pastor Luke 
Jackson • Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

Life of Love MC • 265 Morton Ave., Martinsville • 765-
341-9466 • lol-mc.com • lolmc@gmail.com • Jason and 
Shelly Abney • Sunday prayer at 10 a.m., service at 11 
a.m., Wednesday service at 7 p.m.

Gospel Lighthouse Assembly • 340 Hoosier St., 
Morgantown • 865-253-4109 • f.criswell112@att.net • 
Rev. Frank Criswell • Sunday at 10 a.m., Wednesday 
at 6 p.m. 

Monrovia Christian Church • 710 Gordon Road, Mon-
rovia • 317-996-2812 • monroviacc.org • mccoffice@
ccrtc.com • Pastor Richard Dickison • Sunday at 9:30 
a.m.

First Presbyterian Church • 240 E. Washington St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-3282 • fpcmartinsivlle.org 
• office@fpcmartinsville.org • Rev. John Erickson • 
Sunday at 10 a.m. 

Hoosier Harvest Church • 4085 Leonard Road, 
Martinsville • 765-349-0552 • hhchurch.com • 
Susie@hhchurch.com • Pastor Chris Page • Sunday 
at 10 a.m.

Grace Church Camby • 4172 E. Allison Road, Camby 
• 317-831-0798 • discovergrace.net • info@discover-
grace.net • Sunday at 9:30 and 11 a.m.

Zion’s Hill Baptist Church • 5050 Turkey Track 
Road, Martinsville • 765-349-3862 • zionshillbc.
com • church.zionshill@gmail.com • Pastor Warner 
Swopes • Sunday at 9:30 a.m. followed by Sunday 
School.

New View Community Church (nondenom) • 4265 
Wilbur Road, Martinsville • newviewcc.com • info@
newviewcc.com • Pastor Brian Fleener • Sunday 
School at 9:45 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m., Wednes-
day at 6 p.m.

Olive Christian Church • 1967 N. Olive Church Road, 
Paragon • 765-537-2415 • Facebook.com/olivechris-
tianchurch.in • Pastor Kurt Berger • Sunday service 
at 9:30 a.m., Sunday School at 11 a.m.

Hynsdale Christian Church • 1067 Old St. Rd. 67, 
Martinsville • annievv@peoplepc.com • Pastor 
Susan Hanscom • Sunday service at 10 a.m.

Church of Christ • 800 S. Crawford St., Mar-
tinsville • martinsvillecoc.org • churchof-
christelders@gmail.com • Sundays at 10 a.m., 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Martinsville Church of the Firstborn • 2032 Ind. 
252, Martinsville • 765-342-4565 • mcotf252@gmail.
com • Pastor Max Piercefield • Sunday service and 
children’s church at 10 a.m.

Whitaker Baptist Church • 3490 S. Lingle Road, 
Paragon • 812-879-4498 • whitakerbaptistvbs@
gmail.com • Pastor Charles Tinsley • Sunday School 
at 9:30 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible study at 7 p.m.

M1 Church of the Nazarene • 1609 John R. Wooden 
Drive, Martinsville • 765-342-2269 • m1nazarene.
org • Pastor Jeff Floyd • Sunday School at 9 a.m., 
service at 10 a.m., Wednesday youth/kids at 6:30 
p.m., Bible study at 7 p.m.

Mt. Gilead Church • 6019 E. Ind. 144, Mooresville • 
317-831-1900 • mgchurch.org • Senior Minister Jeff 
Faull • Sunday services at 9 and 10:30 a.m. 

Brooklyn Christian Church • 7 S. Church St., Brook-
lyn • 317-840-8789 • Pastor Doug Burns • dburnsna-
vy@gmail.com • Sunday service at 10:40 a.m.

Eastview Christian Church • 2745 Old Morgantown 
Road, Martinsville • 765-342-4483 • ecc@eastview-
christianchurch.org • eastviewchristianchurch.org 
• Senior minister Nathan Crowe • Sunday school at 
9 a.m., service at 10 a.m. 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) • 525 N. 
Indiana St., Mooresville • 317-831-2777 • firstc-
cmooresville.org • office@firstccmooresville.org • 
Pastor Glenda Survance • Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

Faith Missionary Church • 1895 St. Rd. 44, Martins-
ville • 765-342-2228 • myfaithchurch.org • info@
myfaithchurch.org • Pastor Matt Tucker • Sundays 
at 10 a.m. with nursery and children’s services. 

First Christian Church of Martinsville (Disciples of 
Christ) • 89 S. Main St., Martinsville • 765-342-3461 • 
fccmartinsville.org • Facebook: First Christian Church 
of Martinsville, Indiana • Rev. Roxie McNelly • Sunday 
service at 9:30 a.m. (previous week’s sermon on 102.3 
WCBK at 9:30 a.m.); discipleship classes at 10:30 a.m. 

Liberty Christian Church • 2010 Liberty Church Road, 
Martinsville • 765-342-8519 • officelccmartinsville@
gmail.com • lccmartinsville.org • Pastor Dewayne 
Liebrandt • Sunday service at 9 a.m., Sunday School at 
10:15 a.m. and contemporary service at 6:30 p.m.

Life Pointe Community Church • 825 N. Indiana St., 
Mooresville • 317-831-0659 • lpcommunity.com • 
medens@lpcommunity.org • Pastor Jeff Thomas • 
Sunday service with kids programming at 10:30 a.m. 

Mooresville Friends Church • 50 N. Monroe St., 
Mooresville • 317-831-2800 • mooresvillefriends.net 
• mooresvillefriends@att.net • Pastor Stan Banker, 
Presiding Clerk of Meeting John Heshelman • Sunday 
service at 10:30 a.m.

New Life Community Wesleyan Church • 4356 E. Ind. 
144, Mooresville • 317-372-7757 • nlcw-church.com • 
info@nlcw-church.com • Pastor Michael Linville II • 
Sunday service at 10:30 a.m. 

Mooresville Free Methodist Church • 20 Star Lane, 
Mooresville • 317-831-3874 • mooresvillefmchurch.org • 
mooresvillefmc.pastor@gmail.com • Pastor Jon Stemerick 
• Sunday service at 10 a.m. with doughnuts and coffee at 
9:30 a.m., Wednesday prayer meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

Mooresville First United Methodist • 900 Indianapolis 
Road, Mooresville •  317-831-3376 • MooresvilleFUMC.
org • Rev. Dr. Amber Karkosky-Litten • Blended Sunday 
worship at 9:15 a.m. 

Pleasant Grove Christian Church • 6605 Maple Grove 
Road, Martinsville • 765-342-6277 • Pastor Jim Land • 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m. 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church • 1200 N. Indiana St., 
Mooresville • 317-831-4142 • stm-church.org • pweber@
stm-church.org • Father Joseph Newton  • Saturday at 
5:30 p.m., Sunday at 10:45 a.m. 

Eminence Baptist Church • Intersection of Ind. 42 and 
142 • 812-829-6358 • “First Baptist Church of Eminence 
Indiana” on Facebook • Pastor Billy G. Williams • Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m., worship at 10:30 a.m., Tuesday Bible 
study at 6 p.m. (carry-in dinner at 5:30 p.m.) 

New Life Baptist Church – Brooklyn • 8020 N. Old 
State Road 67, Mooresville • 317-831-5857 • pastor@
nlbc-mooresville.com • Sunday school at 10 a.m., ser-
vice at 11 a.m., evening service at 6 p.m., Wednesday 
services at 7 p.m. 

Five Points Baptist Church • 5596 E. Ind. 144, 
Mooresville • 317-831-5090 • fivepointsbaptist.net • 
Pastor Tony Gearlds • Sunday service at 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. 

Martinsville First Evangelical Methodist Church • 60 
W. Douglas St., Martinsville • martinsville1stemc@
gmail.com • Pastor Travis Fleener • Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m., service at 10:40 p.m., evening service at 6 
p.m., Wednesday at 7 p.m.  

Samaria Baptist Church • 10851 Baseline Road, Paragon • 
Interim Pastor Tim Cooper • tamerahick@sbcglobal.net • 
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m.

Community Church of Mooresville  • 61 W Harrison St, 
Mooresville • 317-831-7554 • www.ccmooresville.com 
• elders.ccom@gmail.com • Randy Weddle • Sunday 
service at 11:15 a.m. 

Paragon Bible Baptist Church • 269 W. Union St. • 
paragonbiblebaptist@gmail.com • Sunday morning 
service 11 a.m., Sunday afternoon 4:30 p.m., Wednes-
day Bible study 6:30 p.m. 

Abounding Worship Center • 1795 Centerton Road, 
Martinsville • 317-831-1084 • Pastor Ken Hayden • 
Sunday service at 10:30 a.m., Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

Martinsville Baptist Tabernacle • 2189 Burton Lane, 
Martinsville • 765-342-0501 • mbttcm.org/mbt • info@
mbttcm.org • Pastor David Zempel • Sunday School 
at 9:30 a.m., services at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.

Holy Trinity Reformed Church • 7542 E. Landersdale 
Road, Camby • 912-978-0279 • reformedholytrinity.
org • reformedholytrinity@gmail.com • Pastor James 
Brown Jr. • Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., worship at 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday prayer at 7 p.m.

Life Line Baptist Church • 13387 N Slideoff Road, 
Camby • 317-856-1112 • lifelinebaptist.net • pastor@
lifelinebaptist.net • Tim Lindsey, II • Sunday School at 
9.30 a.m., worship at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wednes-
days at 6.30 p.m.

First Christian Church of Morgantown • 2717 S. 
Morgantown Road in Morgantown • 812-597-0336 • 
fccmorgantown.org • shelley@fccmorgantown.org • 
Senior Pastor Burt Brock • Sunday service at  9 a.m. in 
person and on FB live

Mt. Pleasant Christian Church of Hall • 5830 W. Hurt 
Road • Pastor Randy Weddle • mpccpastor.randy@
yahoo.com • Sundays at 10 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study at 6:30 p.m.

Eminence Christian Church • 6597 North Forest Street 
• 765-528-2312 • Eminencechristianchurch.org • Sun-
day School at 9:30 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m.

Gasburg Baptist Church • 11564 N Gasburg Road, 
Mooresville  • 317-996-2112 • gasburgbaptistchurch.
com • Info@gasburgbaptistchurch.com • Pastor Chris 
Thorne • Sunday service at 10:15 a.m. • info@gasburg-
baptistchurch.com

Waverly Park Global Methodist • 8525 N. Main St., 
Martinsville • 317-422-1514 • wvanhorn317@embarq-
mail.com • Pastor Bill Vanhorn • Sunday 9:30 a.m.

Banta Global Methodist • 6594 N. Banta Road, Bargers-
ville • 317-422-1514 • wvanhorn317@embarqmail.com • 
Pastor Bill Vanhorn • Sunday 10:45 a.m.

West Union Friends Meeting • 2038 W. Ind. 42, 
Monrovia • 317-446-1904 • halee146@aol.com • Sunday 
service at 10 a.m.

Corinth Baptist Church • 4875 Plano Road, Martinsville 
• 765-528-2388 • Pastor Jeff Brewer • Sunday School at 
9:45 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m.

Church DirectoryChurch Directory
INFORMATION
Get your church added to the directory by 
visiting tinyurl.com/mccchurch.

Sponsor the directory. Contact ads@morgan 
countycorrespondent.com or 317-989-6045.
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MORGAN COUNTY CORRESPONDENT  
ACCEPTANCE POLICY

Any advertising, print or mail job or promo-
tional product offered by a person to an em-

ployee or agent of the newspaper is subject to 
final acceptance by the Publisher at any time 
prior to publication or distribution.

The Publisher reserves the right to refund any 
money paid, to reject any offer to advertise 
or to cancel any advertisement, print, mail or 
promotional job. 

Abbreviations, copy and entire ads are sub-
ject to final approval of the Publisher or his 
agent and the newspaper reserves the right 
to revise or reject advertisement or any 
portion thereof which is deemed objection-
able or opposed to public policy or the pol-
icy of this newspaper. The right to classify 

ads is also reserved.

MARTINSVILLE

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Clean 2,500-square-foot office space 

available just off of the I-69 Ohio Street 

exit. Lobby, four large offices, large 

common area and conference room, full 

kitchen. Call 317-513-7393.

Announcements

&ODVVLÀHGV

For Rent

PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THE TAXPAYERS OF MORGAN COUNTY, INDIANA, THAT THE MORGAN 
COUNTY COUNCIL AT THEIR REGULAR MEETING PLACE AT 6:30 P.M. MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2025, WILL 
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS IN EXCESS OF THE BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 
2025.  GENERAL FUND (1000) $1,500.00, 1000.21100.00000.0275 JURY ADMINISTRATOR SUPPLIES, 
$1,000.00, 1000.36100.00000.0275 JURY ADMINISTRATOR CONTRACTUAL SERVICES. EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL SERVICES FUND (1151) $110,000.00, 1151.49002.00000.0000 AMBULANCE LEASE PURCHASE 
RAINY DAY FUND (1186) $271,848.00, 1186.44191.00000.0068 ADMIN BLDG BOILER REPLACEMENT.  

TAXPAYERS APPEARING AT THE MEETING SHALL HAVE A RIGHT TO BE HEARD. APPROPRIATIONS, 
AS FINALLY MADE WILL BE REFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE. THE 
BOARD WILL MAKE A WRITTEN DETERMINATION AS TO THE SUFFICIENCY OF FUNDS TO SUPPORT THE 
APPROPRIATIONS MADE WITHIN (15) DAYS OF RECEIPT OF A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE ACTION TAKEN.

PUBLISH: NOVEMBER 20, 2025   LINDA PRUITT
MORGAN COUNTY CORRESPONDENT  MORGAN COUNTY AUDITOR
    

The following County Court Allowance Claims have been filed with  
the Auditor’s Office and will be paid on November 26, 2025  

Allen Law Office    Pauper Monthly Contracts    $6,329.91
Boren, Oliver & Coffey LLP   Pauper Expense     $2,167.00
Capital One, N.A.   Jury Supplies $98.44
Card Service Center  Jury Supplies $150.26
Card Service Center   Supplies Office   $93.09
Carrillo Law LLC   Pauper Expense $5,000.00
Comprehensive Behavioral    Psych Exams $2,625.00
Culligan Of Martinsville   Service Agreement     $103.95
Dillon Legal Group, PC   CHINS Public Defender $1,765.48
Dillon Legal Group, PC    Pauper Expense $1,540.00
Dillon Legal Group, PC    Pauper Monthly Contracts    $4,983.00
Elizabeth M Smith Legal,  LLC   Pauper Monthly Contracts    $4,583.00
Gabriel S. Britton Attorney at    CHINS Public Defender $1,829.92
Gabriel S. Britton Attorney at    Pauper Expense $324.00
Harshman Ponist Smith & Rayl,    Pauper Monthly Contracts  $5,794.42
Impressions Printing Company     Contractual Services $3,229.00
Impressions Printing Company   Supplies Office $198.00
Indianapolis Bar Assoc   Dues & Subscriptions $95.00
K D White Law PC   Judge Pro Tem $25.00
K D White Law PC   Pauper Monthly Contracts    $833.33
Keller’s Office Supply    Supplies Office $1,717.13
Ksenak, Jarrett T.    Pauper Monthly Contracts   $1,746.91
Lauer And Lauer Attorneys Pauper Monthly Contracts $5,583.00
Lidy Law, Pc  Pauper Monthly Contracts $4,783.00
LUNA Language Services  Prof. Svc/Interpreter $165.00
Malcon Indiana Inc.  Professional Services   $1,300.00
Quill Corporation    Jury Supplies $20.15
Quill Corporation    Supplies Office  $96.07
RELX Inc. DBA LexisNexis    Law Books-Library $608.00
Ringer, Tricia  Prof. Svc/Interpreter $70.00
Robbins Law LLC   Pauper Monthly Contracts    $4,583.00
The Gaunt Law Office   CHINS Public Defender    $1,584.00
The Gaunt Law Office   Pauper Monthly Contracts    $5,794.42
Watkins Depositions   Pauper Expense    $1,487.50
Total $71,305.98
Linda Pruitt 
Morgan County Auditor

State of Indiana
County of Morgan

IN THE MORGAN COUNTY COURT
CAUSE NO.:  55C01-2510-MI-002664

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF: Helen M Mosier Tackett, 
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Helen M. Mosier Tackett, whose mailing address is 

4530 Grounds Road, Martinsville, IN 46151 in Morgan 
County, Indiana hereby gives notice that Helen M. Mosier 
Tackett has filed a petition in the ______ Court requesting 
that her name be changed to __Helen M Mosier___.  
Notice is further given that the hearing will be held on 
said Petition on February 2, 2026 at 11:00 am.  

/s/ Helen M. Mosier, Petitioner

October 28, 2025 /s/Judicial Officer
Date

State of Indiana
County of Morgan

IN THE MORGAN COUNTY COURT
CAUSE NO.:  55C01-2510-MI-002664

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF: Helen M. Mosier Tackett, 
Petitioner

Order Set Hearing
Comes now   , pro se, 

having filed a Verified Petition for Change of Name, and 
the Court finds that the matter should be set for hearing.  
It is therefore ordered that this matter shall be heard 
on February 2, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. So ordered October 28, 
2025.

/s/ Helen M Mosier Tackett Petitioner

October 28, 2025 /s/Judicial Officer
Date

Hearing will be held via Zoom. Parties may appear 
in person if they wish. If appearing via Zoom, please 
provide the Court with a good email address to send the 
Zoom information to on the day of the hearing.

STATE OF INDIANA ) 
IN MORGAN SUPERIOR COURT 1   

) SS:  COUNTY OF MORGAN ) 
CAUSE NO. 55D01-2509-AD-000080  

IN RE THE ADOPTION OF:  
MASON KAI MATHIS  

DEVIN HAWKINS  
Petitioner.  

NOTICE OF ADOPTION TO GRANDPARENTS  
To: Robert Robertson and any and all unknown 

grandparents 
Notice is hereby given to Robert Robertson and 

any and all unknown grandparents that a  petition 
for adoption has been filed in the office of the clerk of 
Morgan County regarding Mason Kai Mathis (the “Child”) 
by the Petitioner listed above. This notice is required 
by Indiana Code 31- 19-2.5-3(a)(3). You are receiving this 
notice because you are the grandparent of the Child. 
As a  grandparent, you may have the right to file a 
petition in court to establish or protect grandparent  
visitation rights. However, IC 31-17-5-3(b) provides that 
such a petition must be filed prior to the  date a decree 
of adoption is entered. It is for that reason that you are 
receiving this notice.  

In order to protect any rights of grandparent visita-
tion, which you may have, you should  contact your own 
attorney without delay. Failure to act on your part could 
cause you to lose your  right of grandparent visitation, if 
such a right exists.  

This notice applies to you even if the parent(s) of the 
Child have voluntarily allowed you to  visit. Only court 
ordered visitation is protected, if at all.  

Pursuant to IC 31-19-4.5-1.5, notice is required under 
IC 31-19-2.5-3(a)(3) is limited to the  issue of visitation and 

may not be used to contest the adoption.  
This notice complies with the Indiana Code but does 

not exhaustively set forth a person’s  legal obligations 
under the Indiana adoption statutes. A person being 
served with this notice should  consult the Indiana 
adoption statutes and their own legal counsel.  

/s/ Tammy J. Parker  
Morgan County Clerk

STATE OF INDIANA ) 
IN MORGAN SUPERIOR COURT 1   

) SS:  COUNTY OF MORGAN ) 
CAUSE NO. 55D01-2509-AD-000077  

IN THE ADOPTION OF:  
NEWBORN INFANT, JONATHAN ALAN KROUT  

JONATHAN ADAMS DICKINSON and  
HEATHER JUNE DICKINSON  

Petitioners.  

NOTICE OF ADOPTION TO GRANDPARENTS  
To: Cynthia Krout, Daid Krout, and Any and all 

Unknown Grandparents

Notice is hereby given to Cynthia Krout, David Krout, 
and any and all unknown  Grandparents that a petition 
for adoption has been filed in the office of the clerk of 
Morgan County  regarding Jonathan Alan Krout (the 
“Child”) by the Petitioner listed above. This notice is re-
quired  by Indiana Code 31-19-2.5-3(a)(3). You are receiving 
this notice because you are the grandparent of  the 
Child. As a grandparent, you may have the right to file 
a petition in court to establish or protect  grandparent 
visitation rights. However, IC 31-17-5-3(b) provides that 
such a petition must be filed  prior to the date a decree 
of adoption is entered. It is for that reason that you are 
receiving this  notice.  

In order to protect any rights of grandparent visita-
tion, which you may have, you should  contact your own 
attorney without delay. Failure to act on your part could 

cause you to lose your  right of grandparent visitation, if 
such a right exists. 

This notice applies to you even if the parent(s) of the 
Child have voluntarily allowed you to  visit. Only court 
ordered visitation is protected, if at all.  

Pursuant to IC 31-19-4.5-1.5, notice is required under 
IC 31-19-2.5-3(a)(3) is limited to the  issue of visitation and 
may not be used to contest the adoption.  

This notice complies with the Indiana Code but does 
not exhaustively set forth a person’s  legal obligations 
under the Indiana adoption statutes. A person being 
served with this notice should  consult the Indiana 
adoption statutes and their own legal counsel.  

/s/ Tammy J. Parker  
Morgan County Clerk

State of Indiana
County of Morgan

IN THE MORGAN COUNTY COURT
CAUSE NO.:  55C01-2511-MI-002722

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF: Braydin Michael Crawley, 
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Braydin Michael Crawley, whose mailing address 

is 4920 Wilbur Road, Martinsville, IN 46151 in Morgan 
County, Indiana hereby gives notice that Braydin Michael 
Crawley has filed a petition in the _Morgan County__ 
Court requesting that her name be changed to __Braydin 
Michael Brewer___.  Notice is further given that the 
hearing will be held on said Petition on February 3, 2026 
at 8:45 am.  

    
/s/ Braydin Crawley, Petitioner

November 3, 2025 /s/Judicial Officer
Date

Hearing will be held via Zoom. Parties may appear 
in person if they wish. If appearing via Zoom, please 
provide the Court with a good email address to send the 

Zoom information to on the day of the hearing.

STATE OF INDIANA )
 IN THE MORGAN SUPERIOR COURT 2 ) 

SS: COUNTY OF MORGAN ) 
CAUSE NO. 55D02-2511-GU-000061 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
GUARDIANSHIP OF: K. W. M. S., Minor 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN FATHER
Notice is hereby made to the unknown father of 

the child born to Eliza Mae Stephens,  on October 20, 
2025, that a Petition for Appointment of Permanent 
Guardianship was filed in  the Office of the Clerk of the 
Morgan Superior Court 2, Martinsville, IN 46151. 

A Petition for Appointment of Permanent Guardian 
was filed on November 5, 2025. A hearing on the petition 
has been set for January 9, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 

If the unknown father seeks to contest the 
appointment of a guardian, he must file a  Motion with 
the Morgan Superior Court 2 not later than thirty (30) 
days after service of this  Notice.  

The persons seeking to be appointed guardians over 
the child are Matthew Stephens  and Marchell Stephens. 

If the unknown father does not file a Motion to 
contest to the guardianship within  thirty (30) days after 
service of this Notice, or otherwise fails to appear, the 
Court named  above will hear and determine the Petition 
for Appointment of Permanent Guardian.  

A complete copy of the Petition for the Appointment 
of Permanent Guardian is on file  in the Morgan Superior 
Court 2, under the above cause number. 

Respectfully submitted,  

BOREN, OLIVER & COFFEY, LLP 
Dale S. Coffey, #18582-55 
Attorney for Matthew Stephens 
 and Marchell Stephens

LEGAL NOTICES

Notice is hereby given that I have, as the owner (or 
with the owner’s consent) of the property commonly 
described at the address of

560 S Indiana St Mooresville, IN 46158, and the 
legally described by the attached legal description, have 
filed a petition before the Mooresville Board of Zoning 
Appeals, which requests a Variance for the said property 
in order to install 1 wall sign on each side of the Culver’s 
restaurant, 4 in total. This petition, File #25-163, will 
come for hearing at 6:00pm at the Mooresville Town 
Hall, 4 E Harrison St, Mooresville, IN 46158 on December 
11, 2025. In accordance with the American’s Disabilities 
Act, if anyone wishes to attend the public hearing on the 
above referenced matter and is in need of reasonable 
accommodation in order to hear, present evidence, or 
participate in the proceedings at the public hearing 
on this matter, please contact the Administrator so 
accommodation can be made. The petition and file on 
this matter is available for examination by contacting 
the Administrator at (317) 831-9545. Comments regarding 
this petition may be submitted at any time. Information 
to be considered in the Staff Report and distributed 
to the PC members in advance of the hearing must be 
received by the Administration at least fourteen (14) days 
prior to the hearing.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
A PART OF SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST 

QUARTER OF SECTION 36, TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH, RANGE 1 
EAST, BROWN TOWNSHIP, CITY OF MOORESVILLE, MORGAN 
COUNTY, INDIANA, BEING THAT TRACT OF LAND SHOWN 
ON A SURVEY CERTIFIED NUMBER LS21200020 UNDER 
WEIHE ENGINEERS, INC. PROJECT NUMBER W230459 AND 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SAID SECTION 36 (HEREINAFTER “QUARTER-QUARTER 
SECTION”); THENCE ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID QUAR-
TER-QUARTER SECTION SOUTH 00 DEGREES 37 MINUTES 
28 SECONDS EAST 300.00 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF VILLAGE MOORESVILLE STATION PER THE 
PLAT THEREOF RECORDED AS INSTRUMENT NUMBER 
200910814 IN THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF SAID 
COUNTY BEING MARKED BY A SET MAG NAIL IN A WASHER 
STAMPED “WEIHE ENGR. 0012” (HEREINAFTER REFERED 
TO AS “MAG NAIL”) AND BEING THE POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE CONTINUING ALONG SAID EAST LINE SOUTH 00 
DEGREES 37 MINUTES 28 SECONDS EAST 294.35 FEET TO 
A MAG NAIL; THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 34 MINUTES 59 
SECONDS WEST PASSING THROUGH A FIVE-EIGHTHS-INCH 
DIAMETER REBAR WITH A YELLOW PLASTIC CAP STAMPED 
“WEIHE ENGR. 0012” (HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS 
“REBAR”) AT 54.66 FEET, A TOTAL DISTANCE OF 318.72 FEET 
TO A REBAR ; THENCE NORTH 0 DEGREES 04 MINUTES 29 
SEFONDS WEST 284.46 FEET TO A REBAR ON THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID VILLAGE MOORESVILLE STATION; THENCE 
ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE NORTH 88 DEGREES 37 MINUTES 
45 SECONDS EAST PASSING THROUGH A REBAR AT 264.12 

FEET, A TOTAL DISTANCE OF 315.97 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, CONTAINING 2.11 ACRES MORE OR LESS.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that the City of Martinsville, IN 

herein referred to as the Owner, will receive sealed bids 
for the 2026 Sidewalk and Curb Project located in the 
City of Martinsville, IN, Morgan County, Indiana. 

Sealed bids are invited and may be forwarded by 
mail, other courier service or in person to the City of 
Martinsville, Attn: Mac Dunn, 59 S. Jefferson Street, 
Martinsville, IN 46151, until 4:00pm on December 8, 2025. 
Bids received after such hour will be returned unopened. 
Bids will be opened and publicly read aloud during The 
Board of Works meeting @ 6:30 pm that evening at 
City Hall. Bids will then be taken under advisement for 
review by the owner and engineer.

The contract will consist of the following: 
2026 Sidewalk and Curb Project and related work 

items associated with sidewalk, curb, ADA ramp instal-
lation, and various street improvements throughout the 
City of Martinsville, IN.

Complete sets of bidding documents may be viewed 
at City Hall, 59 S. Jefferson Street, Martinsville, IN 46151. 
Electronic bidding documents are available per request 
at mdunn@martinsville.in.gov or hard copies can be 
picked up at City Hall, 59 S. Jefferson Street, Martinsville, 

IN 46151.
Each bid must be enclosed in a sealed envelope bear-

ing the title of the Project, and the name and address of 
Bidder. All bids must be submitted on the bid forms as 
identified in the Contract Documents. 

Each bid shall be accompanied by a certified check 
or acceptable bidder’s bond made payable to the Owner, 
in a sum of not less than five percent (5%) of the total 
amount of the bid, which check or bond will be held by 
the Owner as evidence that the bidder will, if awarded 
the contract, enter into the same with the Owner upon 
notification from him to do so within ten (10) days of said 
notification.

Approved performance and payment bonds 
guaranteeing faithful and proper performance of the 
work and materials, to be executed by an acceptable 
surety company, will be required of the Contractor at the 
time he executes his contract. The bond will be in the 
amount of 100% of the Contract Price and must be in full 
force and effect throughout the term of the Construction 
Contract plus a period of twelve (12) months from the 
date of substantial completion.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any bid, or 
all bids, or to accept any bid or bids, or to make such 
combination of bids as may seem desirable, and to 
waive any and all informalities in bidding. Any bid may 
be withdrawn prior to the above scheduled time for the 
opening of bids or authorized postponement thereof. 
Any bid received after the time and date specified shall 
not be considered. No bid may be withdrawn after the 

scheduled closing time for receipt of bids for at least 
sixty (60) days.

The Owner may make such investigations as deemed 
necessary to determine the ability of the Bidder to 
perform the work and the Bidder shall furnish to the 
Owner all such information and data for this purpose 
as the Owner may request. The Owner reserves the 
right to reject any bid if the evidence submitted by, or 
investigation of, such Bidder fails to satisfy the Owner 
that such Bidder is properly qualified to carry out the 
obligations of the Agreement and to complete the work 
contemplated therein.

Bids shall be properly and completely executed on 
bid forms included in the Contract Documents. Bids shall 
include all information requested by Indiana Form 96 
(Revised 2013) included in the Contract Documents.

If project is $150,000 or more – State of Indiana re-
quirement as of 7/2018, Bidder is required to submit with 
bid a written plan for an employee drug testing program 
that complies with IC 4-13-18-5 and IC 4-13-18-6.

Each Bidder is responsible for inspecting the Project 
site(s) and for reading and being thoroughly familiar with 
the Contract Documents and Specifications. The failure 
or omission of any Bidder to do any of the foregoing shall 
in no way relieve any Bidder from any obligation with 
respect to its Bid.
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Wishing you Joyful Christmas Blessings 
and a Prosperous New Year

 LAW OFFICE OF LISA A. BLACKMAN
Elder Law attorney

765-343-1900
LISA@BLACKMANELDERLAW.COM  

369 E. MORGAN ST., MARTINSVILLE

1HZ�3DWLHQWV�

YOUR
HEALTH

IS OUR
PRIORITY

Natural Alternatives
Homeopathics over
Antibiotics
Herbs over Medications
Frequency and
Bioresonance

Book an Appointment Today!

(765) 410-7755

Shop Local Businesses


