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PATTON LAKE — A police 
dog and a burglary suspect are 
in stable condition after a police 
action shooting occurred on the 
4200 block of Belt Lane near 

MORGAN COUNTY — The 
Morgan County Plan Commission 
PDGH�LW�R൶FLDO�0RQGD\�QLJKW�²�
members approved the withdraw-
al of a request to rezone about 200 
acres of the Links at Heartland 
Crossing golf course in Camby 
for a housing subdivision. 

The applicant, TLHC, LLC, 
had requested approval to rezone 
a large section of the golf course 
to build about 370 single-family 
homes.

7KH�SURMHFW�ZDV�¿UVW�SURSRVHG�LQ�
the summer of 2024, when letters 
were sent to nearby homeowners 
about the planned development. 
Opposition quickly grew, leading 
to multiple public meetings host-
ed by the property owners, project 
developers and engineers, as they 
hoped to temper the discontent. 
But the opposition persisted. 

The request was heard at the 
November plan commission 
meeting, which ran more than 
three hours as residents around 
the golf course objected to the 
rezoning. Due to a lack of board 
members at the meeting, the re-
quest did not get the necessary 

Golf course rezone withdrawn

WINTER WONDERLAND

MARTINSVILLE — After more than 
a year of speculation, the Metropolitan 
School District of Martinsville (MSD) 
announced this week it’s closing four cur-
rent elementary schools to make way for 
a brand new elementary school coming to 

the district. 
MSD Superintendent Eric Bowlen pre-

viously told The Correspondent 
that Centerton Elementary and 
Green Township Elementary 
would be the most logical 
choices for closure.

On Tuesday, the district 
FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�WZR�PRUH�VFKRROV�
would close as well: Poston Road Elemen-
tary and Smith Fine Arts Academy. 

Each school will close following the end 

of the 2026-2027 school year. 
The four schools are closing in anticipa-

tion of the new elementary school 
currently under construction on 

Centennial Road, just south 
of the Henderson Ford exit of 
I-69 near River Valley Chris-

tian Church. 
The construction and the clo-

VXUHV� DUH�SDUW� RI� D� FRQVROLGDWLRQ� H൵RUW� IRU�
WKH� GLVWULFW�� ZKLFK� R൶FLDOV� KDYH� VDLG� LV�
needed due to the cost of maintaining old 

buildings — all of which were built before 
the 1960s — as well as declining enrollment 
in the district. The district has lost more than 
a thousand students over the last decade.

The new elementary school is part of a 
$150 million bond project — $95 million 
in bonds plus interest — that will also see 
the construction of a new natatorium for 
the high school along with smaller, miscel-
laneous projects. 

Staff Report

MSD to close four schools

MOORESVILLE — The town of 
Mooresville came alive Saturday for 
the annual Victorian Christmas cele-
bration, which took place at various 
locations throughout the town. 

The main hub of activity was at the 
Indiana and Main streets in down-
town, where vendors sold their wares, 
hot chocolate was served to keep folks 
warm, and performers traveled the 
streets to the delight of the crowd. And 
of course, Santa set up shop at the main 

intersection to ensure everybody’s 
Christmas wishes were made and that 
nobody got on the naughty list. 

But plenty of other locations got in 
on the fun, including the Mooresville 
Public Library, Newby Elementary, 
the Boys and Girls Club, Upper Room 
Church, Life Pointe Church, First 
Christian Church and the Mooresville 
Arts Partnership.

The day was jampacked with mu-
sicians, train rides, handmade crafts, 
singers, a petting zoo, carriage rides, 
and so much more. 

Staff Report

MARTINSVILLE – Despite 
a favorable recommendation 
from the plan commission, the 
Martinsville City Council voted 
down plans for nearly two dozen 
new townhomes on South Main 
Street at its meeting Monday 
night. 

The proposal would have com-
bined six parcels — currently 
zoned both residential and com-
mercial — into a larger, Resi-
dential 3-zoned development 
that spanned both sides of South 

City says ‘no’ to townhomes

A representative of Rooted Oakes Construction gives a brief presentation 
on the proposal to build 23 townhomes on South Main Street. The council 
ultimately voted down the project. (Stephen Crane photo / MCC)

Centerton, Poston Road, Green Town-
ship and Smith elementaries to close, 
making way for new elementary school 

FROM TOP: Santa gets the inside scoop from his next set of visitors during 
Victorian Christmas in Mooresville last Saturday, where the town was a bustle of 
activity. // A barbershop quartet serenades Olaf just outside Eremos Coffee Co. 
on Main Street in downtown Mooresville. (Stephen Crane photos / MCC)

TWO FORMER ARTESIANS TO BE INDUCTED INTO HOF EELS BOYS BASKETBALL  
DEFEATS EAGLES 
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By Keith Rhoades
MCC Chief Correspondent

Owners pull the plug on 
effort to turn part of Camby 
golf course into housing

By Stephen Crane
MCC 

Staff Report

Burglary 
suspect 
shot by 
officer
K9 dog injured during 
apprehension efforts
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Morgan County  
Superior Court I
Judge Dakota VanLeeuwen
Anna Briant, 52, Camby, 
possession of methamphet-
amine. Sentenced to 912 days 
in jail, suspended except 
for two days to serve (time 
served), 910 days probation, 
fines and costs of $790.

Jason Elrod, 36, Buckhorn, 
Ky., theft. Sentenced to 74 
days in jail (time served), 
fines and costs of $590.

Jeremy Larkin, 41, Plainfield, 
operating with a schedule I 
or II controlled substance. 
Sentenced to 60 days in 
jail, suspended except for 
six days to serve, 365 days 
probation, 90-day license 
suspension, fines and costs 
of $790.

Adam Redlin, Fishers, proba-
tion violation. Sentenced to 
32 days in jail (time served), 
fines and costs of $390.

Ava South, 19, Indianapolis, 
unlawful possession of a 
syringe and resisting law 
enforcement. Sentenced to 
270 days in jail (time served), 
fines and costs waived as 
court finds defendant to be 
indigent.

Ava South, 19, Indianapolis, 
probation violation. Sen-
tenced to 329 days in jail, 
fines and costs waived.

Superior Court II
Judge Brian H. Williams
Carter Ballard, 19, Martins-
ville, intimidation. Sentenced 
to 150 days in jail, finds and 
costs of $590.

Carter Ballard, 19, Martins-
ville, invasion of privacy, 
resisting law enforcement, 
minor consumption of alco-
hol. Sentenced to 365 days 
in jail, suspended, 365 days 
probation, fines and costs of 
$590.

Tiffany A. Hacker, 36, Mar-
tinsville, possession of para-
phernalia. Sentenced to eight 
days in jail, time served), 
fines and costs of $590.

Hunter L. Hampton, 28, 
Martinsville, resisting law 
enforcement-defendant uses 
a vehicle, operating while 
intoxicated-endangerment, 
criminal mischief, disorderly 
conduct, and violation of 
driving conditions. Sentenced 
to 730 days in jail, fines and 
costs of $390.

Hunter L. Hampton, 28, 
Martinsville, resisting law 
enforcement, intimidation, 
refusal to identify self, and 
public intoxication. Sen-
tenced to 365 days in jail, 
suspended except for 30 
days to serve, fines and costs 
of $190. Sentenced to be 
served after serving 730 days 
in first case.

Jalen Hering, 24, Monrovia, 
domestic battery. Sentenced 
to 365 days in jail, suspended 
except for 90 days to serve, 
275 days probation, fines and 
costs of $640.

Marcus Massey, 32, Martins-
ville, possession of meth-
amphetamine, possession of 
paraphernalia, and operating 
while intoxicated with prior 
conviction, Sentenced to 

730 days in jail, suspended 
except for 180 days to serve 
(12 days jail-time served-168 
days home detention,) 540 
days probation, fines and 
costs of $790.

Marcus Massey, 32, Martins-
ville, possession of metham-
phetamine and possession 
of paraphernalia. Sentenced 
to eight days in jail (time 
served), fines and costs of 
$790.

James M. Stevens, 51, Martins-
ville, possession of meth-
amphetamine and criminal 
trespass. Sentenced to 545 
days in jail, suspended except 
for 182 days to serve (time 
served), 363 days probation, 
fines and costs of $790.

Superior Court III
Judge Sara A. Dungan
Paul Buel, 69, Nashville, 
operating while intoxicat-
ed endangering a person. 
Sentenced to 365 days in jail, 
suspended except for four 
days to serve (time served), 
361 days probation, 180-day 
license suspension, fines and 
costs of $390.

Douglas Carter, 49, Franklin, 
possession of possession of 
methamphetamine. Sen-
tenced to 730 days in jail, 
fines and costs of $390.

Donald Ray Gray, 34, Mar-
tinsville, operating while 
intoxicated. Sentenced to 
60 days in jail, suspended 
except for 10 days to serve in 
jail, 20 days home detention, 
365 days probation, 90-day 
license suspension, fines and 

costs of $390.

Robert McCarty, 35, India-
napolis, battery resulting in 
bodily injury. Sentenced to 
six days in jail (time served), 
fines and costs of $290.

Christopher Pauszek, 43, Frank-
lin, possession of marijuana and 
operating while intoxicated. 
Sentenced to 30 days in jail, 
90-day license suspension, fines 
and costs of $390.

Lucas A. Phillips, 33, Indi-
anapolis, theft with prior. 
Sentenced to 365 days in jail, 
fines, costs, and restitution 
of $989.

Beth Ramey, 61, Martinsville, 
operating a vehicle with a 
blood alcohol content of .15 
percent or more. Sentenced 
to 365 days in jail, suspended 
except for four days to serve 
(time served), 361 days proba-
tion, 90-day license suspen-
sion, fines and costs of $390.

Landon Reierson, 20, New 
Palestine, resisting law en-
forcement. Sentenced to 365 
days in jail, suspended except 
for two days to serve (time 
served), 363 days probation, 
fines and costs of $190.

Cheyenne Sharp, 29, Martins-
ville, possession of metham-
phetamine. Sentenced to 730 
days in jail, suspended except 
for 62 days to serve (time 
served), 668 days probation, 
fine and costs of $790.

Cheyenne Sharp, 29, Martins-
ville, possession of parapher-
nalia. Sentenced to 180 days 
in jail, suspended, 180 days 
probation, fines and costs of 
$590.

Obituary

Jail Bookings

These are preliminary charges and do not 
represent a conviction. Suspects are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty. 

Paul Ray Anthis, 64, Martinsville, possession of 
methamphetamine.

Jacob Boyd Ashenfelter, 20, Indianapolis, child 
molesting.

Thomas Eugene Atkins Jr., 56, Martinsville, re-
sisting law enforcement, disorderly conduct, 
and criminal trespass.

Debra Kay Blessing, 72, Mooresville, domestic 
battery and strangulation. 

Cody Paul Bloomfield, 37, Pekin, failure to 
appear.

Christopher Allen Bradshaw, 40, Whiteland, 
theft, habitual traffic violator, operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated, resisting law 
enforcement-defendant uses a vehicle, and 
criminal recklessness.

Georgia Mae Cooney, 25, New Palestine, failure 
to appear.

Anthony Edward Durham, 48, Indianapolis, 
possession of marijuana and possession of 
paraphernalia.

Starkesha Marie Gibbs, 32, Bloomington, oper-
ating a motor vehicle while intoxicated.

Issac Gutulaitis, 18, New Palestine, resisting 
law enforcement-defendant uses a vehicle.

Charles Earl Hendrickson, 33, Camby, parole 
violation.

Joshua Perry Jones, 27, Beech Grove, domestic 
battery-simple assault, residential entry, 
disorderly conduct, and criminal mischief.

Kelly Grace Koehler, 39, Indianapolis, bat-
tery-serious bodily injury and residential 
entry.

Joe Williams Koons III, 45, Terre Haute, posses-
sion of methamphetamine and possession of 
paraphernalia.

Ryan David Lewman, 40, Monrovia, serving 
time – operating a vehicle with a blood 
alcohol content of .15 percent or more.

Jerry Howard Long Jr., 42, Monticello, failure 

to appear.

Jeremiah Morgan Lott, 23, Martinsville, intim-
idation, pointing a firearm, and criminal 
recklessness with a deadly weapon.

Wyatt Joseph Miles McClure, 20, Paragon, pos-
session of paraphernalia and intimidation.

Rishi Paluru, 20, South Windsor, Conn., operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxicated, possession 
of marijuana, and reckless driving. 

Eric Dwayne Parks, 23, Indianapolis, child 
exploitation and possession of child pornog-
raphy.

Mary Eileen Parson, 52, Martinsville, petition 
to revoke probation.

Tiffany Louise Pollom, 37, Indianapolis, held for 
Indiana agencies. 

Dustin Michael Reinhold, 35, Bloomington, 
leaving the scene of a property damage 
crash.

James Richard Remster, 68, Martinsville, intim-
idation, disorderly conduct, and domestic 
battery.

Grant C. Roberts, 32, Mooresville, serving 
time-operating a vehicle while intoxicated. 

Robert Gerald Smith, 25, Martinsville, posses-
sion of paraphernalia and possession of 
methamphetamine.

Katelyn Marie Spradlin, 27, Indianapolis, oper-
ating a vehicle while intoxicated, operating  
a vehicle while intoxicated-endangerment,  
and operating with a controlled substance 
in body.

Jase Bian Stafford, 27, Homeless, criminal 
trespass.

Daniel Craig Stikeleather, 26, Brownsburg, 
residential entry.

Joshua D. Tobolski, 47, Martinsville, operating 
while intoxicated-endangerment.

Ortiz Tadeo Valderrama, 56, Indianapolis, want-
ed on Boone County warrant.

Kaden Michael Warthen, 22, Martinsville, 
operating a vehicle while intoxicated and 
operating a vehicle while intoxicated-endan-
germent.

Marriage/Divorces

Marriage Licenses 
Charles Henry Jones, Martinsville; Lisa Rene Hamilton, 

Martinsville

Lauren Bailey Jones, Camby; Ross Astin Firmand, Camby

Keenan J. Steinway, Martinsville; Donna Brawley, Camby

Mathew M. Doyle, Mooresville; Connie L. Doyle, Trafalgar

Chad Fox, Camby; Shannon Blackburn, Camby

Joshua Blake Shipp, Martinsville; Almas Jabeen, Indianap-
olis

Divorces 
Chasta Rodgers vs. Michael R. Rodgers

Elijah Singer vs. Payton Singer

Taylor Drake vs. Cody Drake

Christina Myers vs. Johnathan Myers

Mitchell Wollam vs. Brandee Leanne Wollam

Brandon Love vs. Jessica Love

MOORESVILLE — Mike 
Cavanaugh, 69, of Mooresville, 
died Dec. 5, 2025. Visitation is 
Friday, Dec. 12, 2025, from 5 
to 8 p.m. at Carlisle–Branson 
Funeral Service and Cremato-

ry, 39 E. High St. in Moores-
ville. The funeral is Saturday, 
Dec. 13, 2025, at 11 a.m. at the 
funeral home. He will be laid 
to rest in White Lick Ceme-
tery.

Mike Cavanaugh, 69 Harold Spinner
MOORESVILLE — Harold L. Spinner, 

92, of Mooresville, died Nov. 25, 2025. 
Arrangements by Costin Funeral Chapel 
in Martinsville.

John McWhirter
MOORESVILLE — John William 

McWhirter, 70, of Mooresville, died Dec. 
1, 2025. Arrangements by Carlisle-Bran-
son Funeral Service and Crematory in 
Mooresville.

Wendy Braganza
GREENWOOD — Wendy Lea (Culp) 

Braganza, 55, of Greenwood (formerly 
of Martinsville), died Dec. 2, 2025. 
Arrangements by Neal and Summers 
Funeral and Cremation Center in Mar-
tinsville. 

Timothy Cole
MARTINSVILLE — Timothy C. Cole, 74, of 

Martinsville, died Dec. 3, 2025. Arrange-
ments by Neal and Summers Funeral and 
Cremation Center in Martinsville.

Dorothy Bemis
MARTINSVILLE — Dorothy Ann Bemis, 

78, of Martinsville, died Dec. 3, 2025. 
Arrangements by Costin Funeral Chapel 
in Martinsville.

Rev. Peter Triller
MARTINSVILLE — Rev. Peter Arthur 

Triller, 75, of Martinsville, died Dec. 3, 
2025. Arrangements by Costin Funeral 
Chapel in Martinsville.

Mary Smith
MARTINSVILLE — Mary Ruth “Ruthie” 

Smith, 21, of Martinsville, died Dec. 
3, 2025. Arrangements by Neal and 
Summers Funeral and Cremation Center 
in Martinsville.

Euletta Irvin
WESTFIELD — Euletta Joce Irvin, 92, 

of Westfield (formerly of Martinsville), 
died Dec. 5, 2025. Arrangements by 
Neal and Summers Funeral and Crema-
tion Center in Martinsville.

Yvonne Wolfe
PARAGON — Yvonne N. Wolfe, 87, of 

Paragon, died Dec. 7, 2025. Arrange-
ments by Neal and Summers Funeral 
and Cremation Center in Martinsville.

Jon Charles
MARTINSVILLE — Jon Edward Charles, 

55 of Martinsville, died Dec. 8, 2025. 
Arrangements by Neal and Summers 
Funeral and Cremation Center in Mar-
tinsville.

Robert Walters
MOORESVILLE — Robert Walters, 

85 of Mooresville, died Dec. 8, 2025. 
Arrangements by Neal and Summers 
Funeral and Cremation Center in Mar-
tinsville.

Josefa Boner
MARTINSVILLE — Josefa Boner, 91 of 

Martinsville, died Dec. 9, 2025. Arrange-
ments by Neal and Summers Funeral 
and Cremation Center in Martinsville.

Obituary Notices

Court News

Morgan County  
Health Department

Christina Georgianna 
Lyons, 62, Bloomington 

William Clinton Cauldwell, 
87, Monrovia 

Robert Morris Mount, 79, 
Plainfield 

Virginia Ethel Dryden, 82, 
Indianapolis 

Beatrice Russell, 94, Almo, Ky. 
John William McWhirter, 

70, Mooresville 
Holly Beth Bull, 63, Mar-

tinsville 
Carolyn E Galyean, 91, 

Centerville 

Marlene Ritter, 82, Martins-
ville 

George David Colvin Jr., 96, 
Monrovia 

Douglas Frank Branden-
burg, 79, Greenwood 

Michael Lynn Elmore, 48, 
Monrovia 

Linda Elaine Brown, 64, 
Monrovia 

Timothy Cyril Cole, 74, 
Martinsville 

Kathryn Ann Haney, 67, 
Mooresville 

Gerald Ray Kaufman, 77, 
Camby 

Death Notices

Government Meetings

Dec. 11
The Mooresville Police Com-
mission will meet at 2 p.m. at 
the Government Center, 4 E. 
Harrison St.

Dec. 15
The Morgan County Commis-
sioners will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the administration building, 
180 S. Main St. in Martinsville.

The Morgan County Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the 
administration building, 180 S. 
Main St. in Martinsville.

The Monrovia Board of Zoning 
Appeals will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Government Center, 60 
S. Marley Way.

Dec. 16
The Martinsville Park Board 
will meet at 6 p.m. in council 
chambers, 59 S. Jefferson St.

The Monrovia Town Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Government Center, 60 S. 
Marley Way.

The Mooresville Town Council 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Government Center, 4 E. 
Harrison St.

Dec. 18
The Metropolitan School Dis-
trict of Martinsville board will 
hold a regular meeting at 7 
p.m. at the Central Education 
Center, 389 E. Jackson St.

Dec. 22
The Martinsville Board of 
Works will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the council chambers at 59 
S. Jefferson St.

The Morgan County Board of 
Zoning Appeals will meet at 
6:30 p.m. in the administra-
tion building, 180 S. Main St. in 
Martinsville.

The Martinsville City Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. in the 
council chambers at 59 S. 
Jefferson St.

Dec. 26
The Mooresville Library Board 
will hold a year-end meeting 
at 9 a.m. in the Bonita C. Mar-
ley Community Room at the 
library, 220 W. Harrison St.

Dec. 29
The Morgan County Board of 
Commissioners will meet at 9:30 
a.m. in the administration build-
ing, 180 S. Main St. in Martinsville.

Jan. 12
The Monroe-Gregg School 
Board will meet at 6:30 p.m. in 
the administration office, 135 
S. Chestnut St. in Monrovia.

The Morgan County Plan Com-
mission will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the administration building, 

180 S. Main St. in Martinsville.

The Martinsville Board of 
Works will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the council chambers at 59 
S. Jefferson St.

The Martinsville City Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. in the 
council chambers at 59 S. 
Jefferson St.

Jan. 13
The Morgan County Park 
Board will meet at 4:30 p.m. 
at the History Museum, 127 S. 
Main St. in Martinsville.

The Martinsville Park Board 
will meet at 6 p.m. in the 
council chambers at 59 S. 
Jefferson St.

Jan. 14
The Martinsville Redevelop-
ment Commission will meet at 
7:30 a.m. in council chambers, 
59 S. Jefferson St.

Jan. 20
The Martinsville Police Merit 
Board will meet at 6 p.m. in 
the PD training room, 110 W. 
Morgan St.

Jan. 21
The Martinsville Unsafe Build-
ing and Hearing Authority 
will meet at 7 p.m. in council 
chambers, 59 S. Jefferson St.

Jan. 26
The Morgan County Board of Zon-
ing Appeals will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the administration building, 180 
S. Main St. in Martinsville.

The Martinsville Board of 
Works will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the council chambers at 59 
S. Jefferson St.

The Martinsville City Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. in the 
council chambers at 59 S. 
Jefferson St.

Jan. 27
The Martinsville Fire Merit 
Board will meet at 6 p.m. 
in the training room at the 
station, 160 W. Morgan St.

The Martinsville Board of 
Zoning Appeals will meet at 6 
p.m. in council chambers at 59 
S. Jefferson St.

• Morgantown (2 nd Monday 
each month at the firehouse, 269 
N. Highland St.

• Paragon (1 st Monday each 
month at 7 p.m. at the town hall, 
300 N. Main St.)

• Brooklyn (2 nd Tuesday each 
month at 6 p.m. at Brooklyn Kids 
Park, 3277 E. Centenary Road)

• Bethany (4 th Thursday each 
month at 7 p.m. at town hall, 7355 
Bethany Park)
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If you have any information concerning a wanted person, please contact the Morgan  
County Sheriff’s Office at 765-342-5544. Never attempt to follow or contact any fugitive.  

Instead, immediately dial 911 or contact your local law enforcement agency.  
All suspects are presumed innocent until proven guilty in the court of law.

PROBATION VIOLATION 

CHARLES GUY
PROBATION VIOLATION 

BUCK LEE
PRETRIAL VIOLATION 

DENNIS PAYNE JR

Through December
Donations are currently being 
accepted at The Red Barn 
Food Pantry, 146 E. Morgan St. 
in Martinsville, drop-off from 
9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays or by appoint-
ment at 765-342-9063. Blan-
kets, hats and gloves are also 
needed at this time of year. 

Morgan County Model 
Railroad Association HO train 
layout at KeyBank, 76 S Main 
St., Martinsville. 10’ X 20’ 
layout on display during bank 
lobby hours.

Dec.11-12
Martinselfest Holiday Concert 
at Martinsville High School, 
1360 E Gray St. at 7 p.m. 
Tickets $8 in advance or $10 
day of show.

Dec. 11
Thursday Euchre at Martins-
ville Senior Center from 6 to 9 
p.m. $3 All are welcome.

Blue Christmas Service at First 
Christian Church, 89 South 
Main St. in Martinsville or live 
on Martinsville Ministerial 
Alliance Facebook. Celebrate 
the light of the world even in 
the midst of our darkness.

Dec. 12
Tiny Tots at the Monrovia 
Branch of Morgan County 
Public Library, 145 S. Chestnut 
St. from 10:30 to 11 a.m. every 
Friday.

Toddler Time at Morgan 
County Public Library, Main 
Branch 110 S. Jefferson St. in 
Martinsville, from 10:30 to 11 

a.m., every Friday for children 
1 to 2 yrs with caregivers, 
siblings outside the program’s 
age range are welcome.

Friday Euchre at Martinsville 
Senior Center from 12:30 to 
3:30 p.m. $5 All are welcome

Cookies with Santa at Jimmy 
Nash City Park, 360 N Home 
Ave., family pavilion 6 to 7 
p.m. Enjoy decorating a cookie 
with Santa. Free Event.

Second Friday Open Studio 
and Open Mic night, Art Sanc-
tuary, 190 N. Sycamore St.in 
Martinsville, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Tour working artists studios 
and enjoy local live music. 

Holiday Choir Concert at 
Monrovia High School 205 
South Chestnut St. at 6:30 
p.m. Tickets are $8, you can 
bring a canned food item and 
receive $2 off your admission. 
Music presented by the Mon-
rovia Middle and High School 
Choirs. 

Taps on the Square at the 
southwest corner of the 
courthouse square in Mar-
tinsville at 6:50 p.m., paying 
tribute to all military service 
members and first responders 
who have passed.

Karaoke Stars with Bobbi 
Delane at Hoosier Que/Foxcliff 
Golf Club, 1970 E. Mapleturn 
Road north of Martinsville at 
7 p.m

The Polar Express showing 
at MET 36 E Morgan St., 
Martinsville at 7:30 p.m. $7 
tickets available at martins-
villeshows.com

Dec. 13
Farmers’ Holiday Market at 
Art Sanctuary, 190 N. Syca-
more St., Martinsville from 
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. You’ll 
find locally handcrafted gift 
ideas, locally produced meats, 
syrups, soaps, candles and so 
much more! 

Inclusive Holiday Craft Event 
at League of Miracles 7101 E. 
Landersdale Rd, 10 a.m. to 
Noon. cookies, crafts, local 
author book signing. Spaces 
limited, register at league-
ofmiracles.org/craft.

Santa, Mrs Claus and Rudolph 
at Old Town Park Waverly, 
Old SR 37 and Waverly Road 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The park 
will be transformed into the 
Christmas Town as depicted 
in the Original Rudolph the 
Red Nosed Reindeer. Special 
Holiday Presentation by the 
Waverly Elementary School 
Choir. Make a Christmas craft, 
meet the Tinmaker, Black-
smiths and many others. Free 
all ages event.

Holiday Candy Cane Demon-
strations at Martinsville 
Candy Kitchen 46 N Main 
St. Times vary, watch their 
facebook page for announce-
ments. Every Saturday till 
Dec. 20th.

Dec. 14
Breakfast with Santa at Jimmy 
Nash City Park, 360 N Home 
Ave., family pavilion 9 to 11 
a.m. $10 per person, available 
at Jimmy Nash City Park 
facebook page.

Another Round playing at MET 
36 E Morgan St., Martinsville 
at 2 p.m. $45 tickets available 
at martinsvilleshows.com

Santa Paws at Jimmy Nash 
City Park, 360 N Home Ave. 
from 2 to 3 p.m. Get your 
dog’s picture taken with 
Santa.

Dec. 15
Pioneer Pathfinders walk at 
Pioneer Park, 1101 N Indianap-
olis Road in Mooresville 9 to 
10 a.m., meet at shelter #2.

Storytime at Morgan County 
Public Library, Main Branch 
110 S. Jefferson St. in Martins-
ville from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. 
every Monday for children 
3 to 5 yrs siblings outside 

the program’s age range are 
welcome.

A Matter of Balance at 
Mooresville Senior Center 
43005 E. St. Rd. IN-144 from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Nov 3rd to 
Dec 22. Open to the communi-
ty, free to attend. A Matter of 
Balance is a program designed 
to manage falls and increase 
activity levels. 317-999-8145, 
ext 1

Community Table, Free Hot 
Meal Monday’s at First Chris-
tian Church, 89 S. Main St. in 
Martinsville from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Everyone Welcome.

Life Support Group for Women 
at 359 N. Elliott St., Martins-
ville (side entrance of Way of 
the Cross Church) from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Hosted by Arise 
Together. Call or text 317-430-
9880 for more info. Meets 
every Monday.

PAL Parents of Addicted Loved 
Ones at The Haven Youth Cen-
ter, 39 E. Jackson St. in Mar-
tinsville. Meets each Monday 
for education and support, 
6:30 to 8 p.m. 317-494-8794

Main Branch Book Club at 
Morgan County Public Library, 
Main Branch 110 S. Jefferson 
St. in Martinsville from 7 to 
8 p.m. 3rd Monday of the 
month. Discuss the book of 
the month with other readers.

Recovery at Mt. Gilead Church, 
6019 E. SR 144 in Mooresville, 
weekly meeting from 7-8:30 
p.m. A Faith-based support 
group that values the 12-steps 
and the principles from 
scripture. Anyone looking to 
recover from something is 
welcome to attend!

Dec. 16
Weekly live music at the Mar-
tinsville Senior Center, 1369 
Blue Bluff Road, from 6:30 
to 9 p.m. Fun for the whole 
family.

Morgan County Schoolhouse 
Quilters Guild at First Church 
of the Nazarene, 1609 John R. 
Wooden Dr. in Martinsville. 
The 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
Visitors are welcome. Please 
use the entrance facing the 
High School Football Field.

 Martinsville Photography 
Club at the Morgan County 
Public Library, Main Branch 
110 S. Jefferson St. in Martins-
ville from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. 
Share photos, learn, exchange 
ideas and talk about pho-
tography with other hobby 
photographers.

Dec. 17
Preschool Storytime with Ms. 
Emma at Waverly Branch of 
Morgan County Public Library, 
9410 E State Road 144 from 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. every 
Wednesday. 

Preschool Storytime at Monro-
via Branch of Morgan County 
Public Library, 145 S. Chestnut 
St. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 
again from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
every Wednesday.

BINGO at American Legion 
Post 230, 701 E. Morgan St., 
Martinsville. Doors open at 5 
p.m. Early Bird 7p.m. Open to 
the public.

Jimmy Nash Book Club at 
Jimmy Nash City Park, 360 
N Home Ave., Park office at 
6 p.m. The December book 
is ‘In a Holidaze’ by Christina 
Lauren.

Morgan County Democratic 
Women led Group monthly 
meeting at Keller Hall, First 
Presbyterian Church, 240 E 
Washington St at 6:30 p.m. 
Entrance is east of the main 
church, park on Washington 
St. or around the corner at 
BMO bank.

Music Bingo at Cedar Creek, 
3820 Leonard Rd, Martinsville 
from 6:30 to 10 p.m. 

Dec. 18
Local author and newspaper 

columnist Gordon Grindstaff 
will hold a book signing for 
his latest work, “As Time Goes 
By,” from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at 
the Monrovia Branch of the 
Morgan County Public Library, 
145 S. Chestnut St.

Thursday Euchre at Martins-
ville Senior Center from 6 to 9 
p.m. $3 All are welcome.

LEGO Club at Morgan County 
Public Library, 110 S Jefferson 
St in Martinsville from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m. Meets the third 
Thursday of each month.

Dec. 19-20
Martinsville High School Mad-
rigal Dinner at Art Sanctuary, 
190 N. Sycamore St. at 6 p.m. 

Dec. 19
Tiny Tots at the Monrovia 
Branch of Morgan County 
Public Library, 145 S. Chestnut 
St. from 10:30 to 11 a.m. every 
Friday.

Toddler Time at Morgan 
County Public Library, Main 
Branch 110 S. Jefferson St. in 
Martinsville, from 10:30 to 11 
a.m., every Friday for children 
1 to 2 yrs with caregivers, 
siblings outside the program’s 
age range are welcome.

Friday Euchre at Martinsville 
Senior Center from 12:30 to 
3:30 p.m. $5 All are welcome

Local author and newspaper 
columnist Gordon Grindstaff 
will hold a book signing for 
his latest work, “As Time Goes 
By,” from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
Main Branch of the Morgan 
County Public Library, 110 S. 
Jefferson St. in Martinsville.

Live Music at Cedar Creek, 
3820 Leonard Rd, Martinsville, 
featuring Larry Browning at 
6 p.m. 

Taps on the Square at the 
southwest corner of the 
courthouse square in Mar-
tinsville at 6:50 p.m., paying 
tribute to all military service 
members and first responders 
who have passed.  

Karaoke Stars with Bobbi 
Delane at Hoosier Que/Foxcliff 
Golf Club, 1970 E. Mapleturn 
Road north of Martinsville at 
7 p.m

A Christmas Story showing 
at MET 36 E Morgan St., 
Martinsville at 7:30 p.m. $7 
tickets available at martins-
villeshows.com

Dec. 20
Holiday Candy Cane Demon-
strations at Martinsville 
Candy Kitchen 46 N Main 
St. Times vary, watch their 
facebook page for announce-
ments. Every Saturday till 
Dec. 20th.

Live Music at Cedar Creek, 
3820 Leonard Rd, Martinsville, 
featuring Michael McCartney 
at 4 p.m. 

3rd Saturday Euchre at 
Monrovia Festival Building, 
50 Walnut St., starting at 6 
p.m. $5 to enter. You can bring 
your own partner but it’s not 
necessary. 317-721-7806.

Christmas Vacation show-
ing at MET 36 E Morgan St., 
Martinsville at 7:30 p.m. $7 
tickets available at martins-
villeshows.com

Dec. 21
Live Music at Cedar Creek, 
3820 Leonard Rd, Martinsville, 
featuring Ellie Grayce Duo at 
2 p.m. 

Dec. 22
Pioneer Pathfinders walk at 
Pioneer Park, 1101 N Indianap-
olis Road in Mooresville 9 to 
10 a.m., meet at shelter #2.

Storytime at Morgan County 
Public Library, Main Branch 
110 S. Jefferson St. in Martins-
ville from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. 
every Monday for children 
3 to 5 yrs siblings outside 
the program’s age range are 
welcome.

Calendar of EventsAn officer with Brooklyn Police Department blocks the 
roadway on Belt Lane, just off Upper Patton near Wilbur — 
the site of an officer-involved shooting this afternoon.  (Jared 
Quigg photo / MCC)

Patton Lake on Monday 
afternoon. 

Two deputies responded 
around 1 p.m. to reports 
of a breaking-and-enter-
ing call. The owner of the 
home observed an individ-
ual on security cameras in 
his residence, and called 
the police. 

One of the responding 
deputies found signs of 
forced entry and made 
contact with a male 
individual inside 
the home. Ad-
d i t i o n a l 
law en-
forcement 
responded, 
including K9 
R൶FHU� 'DYLG�
Tolin and his 
dog, Bullet. 

D e p u t i e s 
called for the person to 
exit the residence, but he 
refused to come out. In-
stead, he remained in the 
GRRUZD\� \HOOLQJ� DW� R൶-
cers, refusing to comply or 
show his hands. 
6R� R൶FHUV� VHQW� WKH� .��

dog in, and the suspect at-
tacked the dog with a set 
of 4-foot-long tree lop-
pers, rendering it uncon-
scious. 

The suspect reportedly 
continued to strike Bul-
let until the two deputies 

stopped him by “lethal 
and non-lethal methods 
RI� JXQ¿UH� DQG� EHDQ� EDJ�
rounds,” according to a re-
lease from Morgan Coun-
W\�6KHUL൵�5LFK�0\HUV��

The deputies then be-
gan employing emergency 
care for the suspect and 
Bullet. EMS was immedi-
ately called, and the sus-
pect was transported by air 
to Methodist Hospital. 

The dog was rushed to a 
veterinary clinic in Carm-
el, and according to most 
recent reports, it was 

awake and wagging 
its tail. Bullet 

is currently 
r e c e i v i n g 
t r e a t m e n t 
for his in-

juries and will 
undergo further 
scans, as of press-
time. 

The suspect’s 
name has not been 

released to the public, and 
R൶FHUV� DUH� VWLOO� FRQ¿UP-
ing the man’s identity. 
Both the deputies involved 
in the incident have been 
placed on administrative 
leave, per protocol. 

The matter is still under 
investigation by the Mor-
gan County Major Crimes 
Taskforce, and the Morgan 
County Prosecutor’s Of-
¿FH� ZLOO� GHWHUPLQH� FULP-
inal charges if and when 
the time comes.

BURGLARY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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I clearly remember when Oprah 
Winfrey made her television 
debut back in September of 1986. 

That was a big deal in our house, 
and my mom required a television in 
our kitchen so she could watch this 
phenomenal woman while preparing 
dinner. 

This time of year, I still love to see 
Oprah’s List of Favorites. This got me 
thinking about my favorite things the 
Community Foundation of Morgan 
County (CFMC) has accomplished 
this year so here is my list of CFMC 
Favorites for 2025:

Morgan County Giving Circles 
— I cannot think of anything more 
inspiring and meaningful than starting 
100+ Women Who Care and Guys 
Who Give. 
$V�,�ZULWH�WKLV��WKH�¿QDO�PHHWLQJV�

for both groups are a few days away 
so membership and correlating grant 
dollars are still in progress! 

100+ Women started with 80 
members in March and is now 115 
women strong. They have granted 
more than $80,000 in 2025 to three 
ZLQQLQJ�QRQSUR¿WV��

The 66 members of Guys Who 
Give granted more than $53,000 to 
their three winners. 

These grants are possible only 
because people committed to get 
involved. The personal connections 
and the good we are doing cannot be 
underscored enough. This is how we 
get things done, together.

Scholarship Workshops — In 
2025, we took a hard look at our 
scholarship processes, met with four 
surrounding counties to compare 
practices, and overhauled our 
RSHUDWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�R൵HULQJ�RI�
scholarship workshops to Morgan 
County students. 
7KH�¿UVW�ZRUNVKRS�ZDV�KHOG�DW�

Martinsville High School on July 23. 
Uncertain of turn out, we hoped for 
eight to 10 students. As I entered the 
crowded Senior Success Center, I 
counted 29 students! 

Next, we hosted 40 students at 

Mooresville High School, and the 
¿QDO�ZRUNVKRS�DW�0RQURYLD�+LJK�
School included 50 students in their 
spacious auditorium, bringing the 
total to nearly 120 Morgan County 
students served! 

A hidden gem resulting from 
these workshops — better applica-
tions than we have seen in years. A 
longtime member of our scholarship 
committee who himself was a Lilly 
Scholar in 2004 stated that he noticed 
immediately that the candidates and 
the applications were a notch up. We 
were committed to raising the level of 
service to our students and in turn the 
bar was raised. I’m proud of that!

Morgan County Farmers & Hunt-
ers Feeding The Hungry — Inspired 
by the increased number of needy 
families currently relying on Church-
es in Mission, we implemented this 
program after discovering a national 
program formed in 1997 after a 
Maryland man helped a woman load 
a road kill deer into her vehicle to help 
feed her children. 

With help from Monroe County’s 
Farmers and Hunters the Hungry 
(FHFH), Churches in Mission has 
received more than 1,000 pounds of 
venison since Thanksgiving! 

Hunters are now making donations 
to Owens Butcher Shop in Moores-
ville. Playing to our strengths with 
a viable asset like Morgan County 

farmers and hunters seems like a nat-
ural solution to this growing problem. 
Once again, coming together with the 
community to solve local problems. It 
doesn’t get better than that.
&)0&�QHZ�R൶FH�²�,Q�$XJXVW�

of this year, CFMC moved back to 
the square thanks to the generous 
renovation of 88 N. Main St. by Craig 
Fenneman of the Artesian Group. 

Since my time at the foundation, 
ZH�RFFXSLHG�VKDUHG��VHFXUH�R൶FH�
space on Morgan Street. This was 
not ideal for our fund holders, or 
anyone interested in popping by for 
a visit. Decorated with paintings and 
sculptures from local artists (all for 
sale), this gorgeous space is what you 
would expect from an Artesian Group 
property — quaint and historic with 
its classic brick walls. I am thrilled 
WR�GLVSOD\�WKH�23(1�ÀDJ�GDLO\�DQG�
SODQW�RXU�ÀRZHU�ER[HV�IRU�WKH�FXUUHQW�
season. 

I encourage all of you to stop by 
and see our new space, shop the local 
art, and learn about what the Foun-
dation is doing for Morgan County. 
2XU�QHZ�R൶FH�FHUWDLQO\�IHHOV�OLNH�
progress!

GIFT XIII — Without a doubt, my 
favorite CFMC Favorite for 2025 is 
the completion of Lilly Endowment’s 
GIFT XIII. 
7KLV�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�RXU�QHDUO\�

26-year history that the Community 
Foundation met the required donation 
goal, and Morgan County earned $1 
million from Lilly Endowment for the 
accomplishment. Simply put, we did 
it, together. 

From the giving circles, the schol-
arship workshops, farmers and hunt-
ers donating deer and livestock, to 
GIFT VIII, all of these wins are only 
because of the connection of people 
caring about others. Thank you, Mor-
gan County, for coming together and 
making 2025 an incredible year.

Kim Cole is the president of the 
Community Foundation of Morgan 
County.

Some years back, my wife Susie 
and I were at our daughter’s 
home helping to trim her fami-

ly’s Christmas tree. 
Susie, in her kerchief, was unwrap-

ping ornaments while I, in my cap, 
checked my Facebook page, just like 
we did in the old days. It was a mostly 
festive, if chaotic, scene — untangling 
OLJKWV�DQG�¿QGLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�SODFHV�WR�
LQVHUW�WKH�DUWL¿FLDO�OLPEV�LQ�WKH�DUWL¿-
FLDO�WUXQN�RI�WKH�DUWL¿FLDO�WUHH�

This particular year’s occasion 
was just a bit gloomy as well because 
somewhere in the past 12 months, a 
well-meaning second-grade classmate 
had moved our granddaughter, Riley 
Marie, along on her path to adulthood 
with the dreaded revelation that … 
that … Santa … well, you know. Still, 
the atmosphere was more relaxed 
now that we could discuss Christmas 
and presents without letting the cat 
out of the bag, as it were.

Personally, I was a bit upset when 
I heard the news because I was 
planning to once again perform my 
famous seasonal act of sneaking 
outside to bang on the window while 
shouting “Ho, ho, ho!” 

I had been doing this since our own 
children were little, and this act of 
Santa peeking in the window to see if 
the kids were being good always left a 
lasting impression on any children in 
attendance — or so I thought.

“Riley Marie,” I asked, “what’s 
your favorite memory of Christmas?” 
,�¿JXUHG�IRU�VXUH�LW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�

family favorite, window-peeking 
Santa impersonations.
6KH�WKRXJKW�IRU�D�PLQXWH��¿QDOO\�

saying, “I’m not sure,” and went on 
with her ornament hanging. 

I quickly sneaked out the back 
door and went around to the front of 
the house to scratch at the window 
and shout “Ho Ho Ho” to help her 
remember. It didn’t. When I got back 
in the house, all I got was that look of 
disdain that all-knowing 7- or 8-year-
olds are masters at producing.

“What about you, Grandpa? 
What’s your favorite memory?”

“Oh, Gosh. I don’t know.” 
I had several, but I doubted that I 

could pick out a favorite.
My earliest memories came from 

1946 or ‘47, a time period right after 
my dad died when my sister and 
brother and I waited on Christmas 
(YH�IRU�RXU�PRP�WR�¿QLVK�KHU�VKLIW�DW�
the Diamond Café so we could all get 
ready to go to midnight Mass. I know 
my memory of those cold walks to 
St. John’s in Loogootee, Ind., are all 
WLQJHG�ZLWK�D�+DOOPDUN�LVK�ÀDYRU��EXW�
I swear to God, I have never experi-

enced such calm and quiet as those 
Christmas Eves when we hurried our 
way to the church, sometimes in the 
snow and sometimes not (Note 1).

During that same time period, my 
older cousin, a recently discharged 
WWII sailor named Bob Cissell, 
brought my 5-year-old brother and 
me a set of toy soldiers that greatly 
augmented a pretty lean Christmas.

There were the times as a little kid 
that my friends and I stood around the 
ERQ¿UH�RQ�WKH�WRZQ�VTXDUH�IUHH]LQJ�LQ�
WKH�FROG��ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKH�¿UH�WUXFN�WR�
deliver Santa Claus to the middle of 
Loogootee. Then, when Santa Claus 
got there, I remember sitting on his 
lap and wondering why he sounded 
exactly like Lonnie, the man who 
delivered coal to our house.

There was the year — 1948, I 
think — when my 6-year-old brother 
and I walked out into the countryside 
armed with a butcher knife and an 
axe, looking for a Christmas tree to 
cut down. It was only through the 
JUDFH�RI�*RG�ZH�GLGQ¶W�¿QG�RQH�

That could have also been the year 
when I spent my days playing with a 
broomstick horse that oddly enough, 
I called Diamond, but not because I 
had named him after the café. That 
Christmas, I became convinced that 
sending God enough prayers would 
cause Santa Claus to bring me a real 
horse similar to Black Diamond, 
the black stallion that Lash Larue 
rode across the screen on Saturday 
DIWHUQRRQ�DW�WKH�5LW]�7KHDWUH��1HLWKHU�
God nor Santa delivered, but I don’t 
remember being terribly disappointed.

During my paper route days, there 
were the Christmases when I rode my 
bike out of my way to the Goodwill 
Cemetery to spend a moment with 
my dad before visiting customers, 
hoping they would have tucked a 
“little extra something” in with their 
subscription money. Many of them 
did. I was always eager to arrive at 
the big white house built on the tallest 
hill in town where a nice gentleman 

that I never met and knew only as 
Mr. Brooks lived. The envelope that 
his wife handed me really brightened 
my day.

As an adult, my favorite memory 
was when my 8-year-old son Joe and 
I spent the better part of Christmas 
Eve chasing down the blue light spe-
cials in the toy department at K-Mart 
to get presents for his brothers and sis-
ter. The knowing look in Joe’s eyes on 
Christmas morning when those same 
toys were left under the tree by Santa 
left me with a feeling of melancholy. 
+RZ�GLG�,�QRW�UHDOL]H�KH�ZRXOG�¿JXUH�
it out? I guess I had hoped he was too 
young to make the connection.

A person accumulates a lot of 
memories as they age, and as I sat 
there poring over mine, watching the 
people closest to my heart work on 
that Christmas tree , I was ready to 
spill my guts and tell Riley Marie all 
of the thoughts running through my 
head
%XW�WKHQ�,�UHDOL]HG�,�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�WKH�

words that would allow this young, 
sheltered, iPad-toting, 21st century 
girl to comprehend any of those 
events. 

Toy soldiers, the potbelly stove, the 
coal pile, shivering in the outhouse, 
walking to church in the dark and 
cold — I’m not even sure myself 
anymore that those incidents of my 
childhood were genuine.

And you know what, since my 
brother and sister died within a year 
of one another some years back, I 
don’t have anybody left to help me 
remember. 

Have a Merry Christmas.

G2 note
Note 1: Drinking hot chocolate and 

opening our presents the following 
PRUQLQJ�LQ�WKH�JORZ�RI�RXU�FRDO�¿UHG��
potbellied stove are also part of that 
memory. But that almost 80-year-old 
recollection seems impossible to 
me today sitting here in my warm 
OLWWOH�R൶FH�LQ�P\�FRPIRUWDEOH�FKDLU�
staring at a computer monitor and 
typing away on a wireless, electronic 
keyboard.

*RUGRQ�*ULQGVWDৼ�LV�D�UHWLUHG�RFWR-
genarian residing in Central Indiana 
near Susie, his wife of 60 years. He’s 
DQ�DYLG�JDUGHQHU��VHOI�SURFODLPHG�
KXPRULVW��REVHUYHU�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�FRQ-
dition and former traveling man. He 
DOVR�VHUYHG�DV�WKH�ORQJWLPH�FDUHJLYHU�
IRU�6XVLH��ZKR�LV�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�YDVFXODU�
dementia. All of these traits provide a 
wide range of fodder for his writings. 
*RUGRQ�FDQ�EH�UHDFKHG�DW�JRUGRQ 
JULQGVWDৼ#\DKRR�FRP�

COMIC

Letters to the editor policy
The Correspondent values the opinions of the public and encourages 
letters to the editor. 

Letters are limited to 350 words in length and may be submitted 
via email to editor Stephen Crane at scrane@morgancountycorre-
spondent.com or by mail to the Correspondent, 109 E. Morgan St., 
Martinsville, IN 46151. Submissions must include a name and phone 
number to confirm authorship. 

The Correspondent reserves the right to edit for length, taste and clari-
ty. The newspaper may also refuse to publish, particularly in instances 
of libel or slander. 

This page is a forum for a broad spectrum of opinions and to be consid-
ered separate from the news coverage of this publication. The opinions 
expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Correspondent, its 
owners or its staff. 

CFMC Favorites for 2025

Christmas memories, 
real and imagined

I had to laugh (cynically) when I recently read of the Monrovia 
Town Council creating ordinances. 

Due to my experiences with Mooresville and Brooklyn town 
councils, I have come to conclude that ordinances mean nothing 
unless they matter to members of the councils. If a resident calls 
attention to violations of these ordinances, the councils can choose 
to do nothing about them — and often do. 

Even the procedures to deal with these violations are ignored 
and even changed to be dealt with by a “yet to be hired” ordinance 
R൶FHU��6WDOOLQJ"�6XSSRVHGO\��WKLV�R൶FHU�ZLOO�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�RXWFRPH�
in court. 

I have had one of these town councils tell me that I was citing old 
and outdated ordinances, but upon careful inspection, I found them 
WR�EH�(;$&7/<�WKH�VDPH�H[FHSW�IRU�RQH�FKURQRORJLFDO�GL൵HUHQFH��
It did not matter that I pointed this out. So forgive me when I laugh 
at town councils who create ordinances but do not enforce them.

Forgive me for not believing that town councils and planning 
commissions represent the people who elect them. 

Most of all, forgive me for losing heart as town council mem-
EHUV�DQG�WKHLU�ODZ\HUV�WHOO�PH�WKH\�V\PSDWKL]H�ZLWK�P\�FRQFHUQV�
and that they will do something and then they do nothing. Again 
and again, I am led along to believe in a hopeful outcome. It never 
comes.

I really do hate to think there are people who relish in wearing 
you down — and all the while smiling, knowing that you just wast-
ed your breath or ink and paper. They keep you on the hook for in-
¿QLW\�ZLWK�SURPLVHV��H[FXVHV��IDNH�WUDQVSDUHQFLHV�DQG�VWDOO�WDFWLFV��

I, and others, know what you are doing, and it is not ethical. It is 
OD]\��LQFRPSHWHQW�DQG�GHFHLWIXO��6HHPV�ZH�KDYH�WR�SXW�XS�ZLWK�LW�
until election time. 

Forgive me for lumping the town council members who do want 
to do what is right along with the ones who do not. 
8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKHUH�DUH�QRW�HQRXJK�RI�WKH�JRRG�RQHV�WR�R൵VHW�WKH�

bad ones. 
Cathy Van Hal

Mooresville

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Forgive me for my skepticism

G2
GORDON GRINDSTAFF

CFMC Community Chat
KIM COLE

The Correspondent recently published a guest column that ac-
cused Indiana Republicans of “rigging” elections if they followed 
through on re-drawing the state’s legislative districts. It was signed 
by 12 Democrat VIPs. 

I had to laugh out loud. It reminded me of that other letter, pub-
lished by Democrats a while back, stating Hunter Biden’s laptop 
was a Russian hoax. That letter was signed by 51 intelligence “ex-
perts.” It was eventually proven to be all lies, of course, intended to 
help “rig” the 2020 election for Biden.

Democrats might as well tear this page out of their playbook and 
throw it away. Their conniving letters have lost all credibility, no 
matter how many names are tacked on. 

I remember, when I was little more than knee-high, an old uncle 
pointed out that it was possible to fool some of the people all of the 
time. 

I’m happy to say that the number of people fooled by Democrat 
politicians gets smaller every day.

%UXFH�'RXJKW\
Mooresville

The Democrat ‘experts’  
have lost all credibility 
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Convenience of  
a Debit Card

When a bank really understands 
your needs, you feel at home.  

To find out more, call 765-342-6695 
or visit homebanksb.com

Open any Home Bank checking 
account and receive your FREE debit 
card* today! Every swipe keeps your 
money moving safely and securely.

Other fees such as non-sufficient funds, overdraft, etc. may apply. 
See fee schedule for details. Bank rules and regulations apply. 
Minimum opening deposit is only $50. Ask us for details. *You 
may be charged an ATM fee if you use an ATM not owned by 
Home Bank SB.

A little snow, slip-sliding 
on the ice, twinkly 
downtown lights and 

the big, beautiful tree at The 
Venue are great to get into the 
holiday spirit. 

If you are enjoying those 
frosty designs in businesses’ 
windows around the court-
house, they are the creative 
artwork of Maya Mras. Thank 
you, Maya, for adding beauty 
to the downtown this holiday 
season! 

A word of advice to our 
area businesses — better get 
on her list early for next year, 
as her window “to-do” list 
will undoubtedly be a longer 
one in 2026!

Another talented local artist 
adding beauty to our Christ-
mas season is Donna Mason. 
Mason, a resident artist at 
Art Sanctuary, has created 
a unique, limited-edition 
ornament featuring a view 
RI�GRZQWRZQ��6DOHV�EHQH¿W�
WellSpring shelter. They 
make great Christmas gifts 
and are available at Sterling 
%XWWHUÀ\��ZKLFK�DOVR�IHDWXUHV�
other unique artwork, crafts, 
home grown and homemade 
products, including pottery, 
paintings, and owner Pam 
Hurst’s jewelry designs. 

The YMCA is celebrating a 
long wished for ramp into the 
pool, making pool accessibil-
ity a reality for more people. 
Donations, sponsorship and 
a grant from the Commu-
nity Foundation of Morgan 
County’s “Guys That Give” 
program and the women’s 
counterpart, “100 Women 
Who Care,” takes advantage 
of the power of numbers. 
Donation dollars are pooled 
to make a larger project or 
program possible.

Churches in Mission, 
Stability First, Habitat For 
Humanity, Hero Wildlife 
Adventures, Desert Rose, and 
the YMCA. Two more worth-
ZKLOH�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
will be selected this week. 
Get the details on this exciting 
grant program at the CFMC 
R൶FH�RU�RQOLQH�DW�FIPFRQOLQH�
com. 

Enjoy the talent of our 
MSD music students tonight 

and tomorrow night at the 
annual Martinselfest Holiday 
Concert beginning at 7 p.m. at 
the Martinsville High School 
Auditorium. High school 
students from the bands, 
orchestras and choirs will 
perform some of your favorite 
holiday music. Tickets are $8 
in advance or $10 day of the 
show.

Stop by Jimmy Nash City 
Park to enjoy the holiday light 
show and kids are invited to 
decorate a Christmas cookie 
on Dec. 12 in Shelter House 
No. 1 from 6 to 7 p.m. At 7:30 
Martinsville Entertainment 
Theater (The MET), presents 
the classic holiday movie, 
“The Polar Express,” in this 
new theatre space for just $5 
per ticket. 

Second Friday Open Studio 
Night at Art Sanctuary is also 
tomorrow, Dec. 12, from 6 to 
9 p.m.  Studios will be open, 
and artists will be on hand 
with unique art and gift items. 
The annual painting sale is 
now through Dec. 31 at Nan-
cy Maxwell Fine Art, Studio 
001A/B, with many framed 
SDLQWLQJV����SHUFHQW�R൵��DQG�
Sock Monkeys two for $45. 
Magnets and bookmarks are 
also on sale through Dec. 31. 

Studios will also be open 
on Saturday, Dec. 13, during 
Cookie Stroll. Cookie 
Passports (tickets) sell out 
exceedingly early; even with-
out a passport, downtown is 
a hoppin’ place on Saturday! 
Special gift deals, make-it-

take-it options for kids, visit 
with Santa and holiday music, 
are available to all. 

The Annual Holiday Farm-
er’s Market will be located 
in the Lower Gallery at Art 
Sanctuary also on Saturday. 
Students of Studio J2 will 
perform excerpts from The 
Nutcracker Ballet at The MET 
on Saturday at 2 p.m. and 
again at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are also now 
available for the Annual MHS 
Madrigal Dinner at Art Sanc-
tuary on Dec. 19-20 at 6 p.m. 
Contact Martinsville High 
School for ticket information.

Families can enjoy working 
together on a variety of activ-
ities on Saturday, Dec. 20, for 
the Candy Cane Hunt at the 
YMCA; call 765-342-6688 
for more information.

Book clubs abound in 
Morgan County, including 
several age, time and interest 
OHYHO�JURXSV�RUJDQL]HG�E\�
Fables and Fairy Tales; stop 
by or visit their Facebook 
SDJH�IRU�DOO�WKHLU�R൵HULQJV��
The Morgan County Library 
Main Branch hosts a daytime 
book club with a book of the 
month discussed every third 
Thursday of each month at 2 
p.m. Get a copy of the book 
at the circulation desk or a 
meeting.

Take a deep breath, slow 
down, enjoy the holiday 
chaos and keep me posted at 
artcartmartinsville@gmail.
com, nancy.maxwell@me.com 
or 765-318-0972. 

Holidays are in full swing

CDQG\�3HDUOPDQ�JD]HG�
in the mirror at the 
scar, faded now to a 

white line but still visible. 
7KHQ�KHU�JD]H�WXUQHG�WR�KHU�
left hand. 

Six months ago, Jer-
ry proposed with a large 
emerald-cut sapphire, and 
tomorrow, he would add a 
wedding band that would 
nestle a trilliant diamond on 
each side of the sapphire.

She had thought her 
children were happy for her, 
following Jerry’s loving 
entry into her life after all 
the years trying to survive. 
Over the last few weeks, her 
youngest had become more 
vocal in her complaints. 
Alli suddenly doubted Jerry. 
But she was the only one 
of her children who wasn’t 
married. Having a spouse 
and children had long been 
KHU�KHDUW¶V�XQIXO¿OOHG�GHVLUH��
Candy wondered if jealousy 
played a part.

Surely not. She treasured 
her relationship with Alli, 
years of turbulence and 
tension replaced now with 
deep friendship. They shared 
everything, from podcast 
recommendations to inner 
struggles. This occurred pri-
marily via text or phone since 
Alli was an hour away, but 
Candy cherished at last being 
allowed into Alli’s heart.

Which made her current 
complaints about Jerry so 
strange. She had expected 
Alli to share Candy’s joy in 
marrying a trustworthy man. 
But Alli had always loved 
Christmas. Maybe having 
the wedding on Christmas 
Eve had triggered her caustic 
remark, “Jerry knows how 
to ruin Christmas!”

In the past, Christmas 
represented a perfect storm 
of high expectations and 
deep disappointments, 
UHJXODWHG�E\�&DQG\¶V�¿UVW�
husband. The family never 
knew whether to expect rage 
or merriment. He no longer 
played a role in their lives.

Somehow, Alli in her 
mid-20s had retained the 
starry-eyed wonder of a 
FKLOG�JD]LQJ�DW�&KULVWPDV�
lights and snow. Candy 
hated hindering this miracle 
by getting married on Dec. 
24, but the date had been set 
for months.

Candy treasured the part 
each of her children played 
in the wedding preparations. 
Jerry’s children, living farther 
away, had not participated, 
DQG�&DQG\�V\PSDWKL]HG��
While her own marriage had 
been turbulent, Jerry had 
ORYHG�KLV�¿UVW�ZLIH�ZHOO��+LV�
kids had grown up in stability 
before she died and carried 
this security into their own 
families. While they loved 
Jerry deeply, they remained 
somewhat distant from Can-
dy’s family, as if they could 
deny Jerry’s remarriage.
+HU�SKRQH�EX]]HG��DQG�

she looked at the screen. 
Jerry.

She said “Hello,” know-
ing he would hear the smile 
in her voice.

“Hi, darlin’. Just won-
dered if you need me to 
bring back anything.”

How she loved his 
thoughtfulness. Her heart 
sang each time she experi-
enced it, unwilling to take this 
consistent care for granted.

“Just you!” 
She marveled again at this 

second chance following her 
GLVDVWURXV�¿UVW�PDUULDJH�

“All right. I’ll be home as 
VRRQ�DV�,�¿OO�XS�´�

He had come for break-
fast, then driven her car 
in for an oil change. Now 
he would stop by the gas 
station so she wouldn’t 
KDYH�WR�¿OO�KHU�WDQN��6XFK�
thoughtfulness was still new 
to her. After so many years 
of holding her life together, 
the contrast never failed to 
prompt gratitude.

Her phone vibrated again, 
and she saw Alli’s face on 
her screen.

“The bridge on my violin 
broke!”

Candy was tempted to 
respond with “Hello to you, 
too” but resisted, recalling 

the search last time for a 
UHSXWDEOH�OXWKLHU�WR�¿W�D�QHZ�
bridge. 

“What about a spare? I 
thought you were going to 
get two.”

“I didn’t have the money 
then. And there’s no time 
now.”

Candy thought of the 
string quartet Alli often 
played with and asked if she 
could borrow an instrument.

“No, everyone I know is 
out of town.”
³2ND\��ZH¶OO�¿JXUH�RXW�

something,” Candy said as 
she ended the call. 

She knew how much Alli 
had rehearsed to provide the 
ceremony with the aching 
beauty Candy experienced 
in her playing.

Jerry’s cheerful whis-
tling preceded him into the 
kitchen. 

When he saw Candy’s 
expression, he said, “What’s 
wrong?”

She explained and 
ZDWFKHG�KLV�IDFH�VKLIW�WR�¿[�
it mode. 

Instead, he reached for her 
hand and said, “What can I 
do?”

“You think the others can 
play without a violinist?” 

Candy knew this was no 
solution. 

When Jerry began to talk 
about his second son, Candy 
feared another long story 
when she heard, “Anyway, 
we paid for an extremely 
nice violin. I doubt he’s 
played in years and may 
have sold it. Would you like 
PH�WR�¿QG�RXW"�,W�PD\�QRW�EH�
too late for him to bring it.”

By the time the last of the 
adult children arrived, the act 
of bringing the violin seemed 
to have bridged the gap be-
tween the two sets of siblings. 
Alli replaced the strings and 
acclimated to the violin.
7KH�QH[W�GD\��ÀDZOHVV�

violin accompanied Jerry 
slipping the wedding band 
RQ�&DQG\¶V�¿QJHU��7KH�
SHUIHFW�¿W�\LHOGHG�D�ÀDVK�RI�
insight. Jerry didn’t see the 
white line on her cheek but 
the love in her eyes.

Rachel Hills is a 
Mooresville resident whose 
playground includes the 
power of story and the joy of 
seeing.

Never too late

Downtown Martinsville will be abuzz with activity this weekend as the 
annual Cookie Stroll takes over the sidewalks and shops throughout 
the historic district, including Art Sanctuary. (Courtesy photo) 

Art Cart
NANCY MAXWELLAuthors Who Serve

RACHEL HILLS

Winter wasted no time pushing autumn aside this year;
November night snows with ice did surprisingly appear;
It sparkled white magic viewing from my kitchen window;
Delighted to be inside — not outside had I been so, 
For those whose trucks had scraped their night away,
Making my travel safer — a silent gratitude was my only repay.
Leading to safer travel for deputies tending those in need,
Aiding and helping others so they might proceed, 
Along with ambulances and medics should their skills be advised,
2U�¿UHPHQ¶V�WUXFNV�ORDGHG�ZLWK�EUDYH�OLIH�VDYLQJ�VNLOOV�XQGLVJXLVHG��
$OVR�IRU�GHOLYHULHV�RI�PDLO�RU�$PD]RQ�3ULPH�WKDW�GD\��
On byways safer — with silent gratitude, my only repay.
All because a man got up early or stayed up late,
Scraping his route of road miles, the snow to negate,
Proving Frost’s thoughts concerning the actions of men, 
We work together whether near or apart — again and again;
Our beholdin’ conduct always felt each day,
For improving our living — silent gratitude, our only repay.

— Don Adams, on Bethel Pond, December 2025

POEM

Early Winter Weather
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MOORESVILLE — The 
freezing temperatures last 
Saturday did not deter la-
dies young and old from 
enjoying the annual Sugar 
Plum Tea. Hosted by Tri 
Kappa Delta Iota, Mt. Gil-
ead Church in Mooresville 
provided the venue. 

Each table held table set-
tings and decorations by 
Tri Kappa ladies. Prior to 
tea service, all attendees 
enjoyed looking and tak-
ing notes for possibly using 
some ideas in their homes. 

Tri Kappy president Deb-
bie Ulrey greeted guests. 
After prayer, guests were 
served by members of 
Mooresville High School 
National Honor Society. 
Scrumptious tea sandwich-
es were enjoyed by all fol-
lowed by cookies, includ-
ing sugar, cranberry and 
almond, lemon, and Mexi-

can Wedding Cakes. 
For the second year, Chad 

“Crooner” Brown delight-
ed with his melodic voice. 
In addition to songs of the 
season, Crooner Brown 
also sang some love songs. 
Among his selections were 
We Need a Little Christmas, 
Mele Kalikimaka, Chances 
Are, Winter Wonderland, 
Blue Christmas, Holly Jolly 
Christmas, Sleigh Ride, and 
Sweet Caroline.  

More than 60 local busi-
nesses donated items for 
GRRU� SUL]HV�� UD൷H� EDVNHWV�
and silent auction items. A 
pair of sisters from Browns-
burg were winners of a 
poinsettia and a Flamingo 
Basket. The funds raised 
at the Sugar Plum Tea are 
used for scholarships, art 
funding and other commu-
nity needs.  

Tri Kappa Delta Iota 
Chapter appreciates all the 
businesses supporting the 
2025 Sugar Plum Tea.  

By Pamela Siddons
MCC Contributor

Tea is served 

For the second year in a row, Chad ‘Crooner’ Brown serenades 
the crowd at Tri Kappa Delta’s annual Sugar Plum Tea, held at 
Mt. Gilead Church just east of Mooresville. (Pamela Siddons 
photo / MCC)

Mom Wendy Spoor joins MCA junior Madelyn 
Spoor as she is honored as the MCA High 
School Student of the Month for November. 
According to her nomination, Madelyn is ‘a 
hardworking student, working on developing 
the Student Council and improving the student 
body culture. She prays for her fellow students 
and cares about their spiritual growth. She is a 
joy to be around.’

Mooresville Christian Academy third-grader 
Charlie McCoy was named the Elementary 
Student of the Month for November. Accord-
ing to his nomination, Charlie is a ‘wonderful 
student! He is always doing the right thing 
and having a wonderful attitude about it. He 
is eager to try new things and happy to help 
those around him. He is shining God’s light at 
all times.’ (Stephen Crane photos / MCC)

MCA HONORS

MCA social studies and history teacher Antonia 
Cover was named the MCA Teacher of the 
Month. According to her nomination, Mrs. Cover 
‘has blessed the school with her passion in living 
out what she believes to be true about God 
and how he impacts the daily walk of Christian 
students. She assists seniors who desire to go 
to college and wants to help them attend great 
schools and become leaders in different fields.’

MORGAN COUNTY — 
In 1995, the National Society 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution established the 
Community Service Award. 
This award — presented by 
both chapters and state organi-
zations — recognizes 
worthy individuals 
for unpaid vol-
untary achieve-
ments. The 
recipient must 
have contributed to the com-
munity in an outstanding man-
ner through voluntary service 
or by participating in commu-
nity activities. 

The Ten O’clock Line Chap-
ter DAR recently presented a 
Community Service Award to 
community member Charles 
Mason for his years of dedica-

tion to the Habitat for Humani-
ty program. 

Mason has helped for many 
years as a team member in 
constructing new homes for 
worthy families. Even while 
spending winters in other 
states, he has participated in 
their building programs. The 
Habitat program was estab-
lished locally in 1990. 

In addition to 
his contribu-
tions to Habitat, 
Charlie is often 
found giving of 

his time for oth-
HU� FRPPXQLW\� H൵RUWV��$PRQJ�
several of his volunteer activi-
ties was “The Wall That Heals” 
project, which brought a repli-
ca of the Vietnam War Memo-
rial to Morgan County.

It was an honor to recognize 
Mason at a meeting attended 
by Indiana DAR State Regent 
Elaine Sholty, who was dressed 

in colonial costume as she pre-
sented a program about Martha 
Washington for those in atten-
dance at the chapter meeting. 

Founded in 1890 the DAR’s 
mission is to promote historic 
preservation, education and pa-
triotism. 

From Janice Bolinger
DAR Ten O’Clock Line Chapter 

Mason honored by DAR for community efforts 

From left: Ten O’Clock Line Chapter Regent Ellen Wilson-Pruitt honors 
Charlie Mason alongside Indiana DAR State Regent Elaine Sholty, as he 
is awarded for his community service. (Courtesy photo) 

It’s the start that 
PDNHV�DOO�WKH�GL൵HU-
ence! 

Imagine gathering 
together with a group 
of like-minded people 
focused on having 
their best year yet … 
that’s what you can be 
a part of next month 
at the Mooresville 
Public Library with the 
Mooresville Business 
Summit 2026 powered 
by Live-2-Lead.

This is the third year 
for the Mooresville 
Business Summit and 
each time the reviews 
have been amazing for 
the value delivered and 
the impact each previ-
ous speaker has had on 
the attendees, and this 
year, in my opinion, is 
going to be the best one 
yet!

Live2Lead is a 
world-class leadership 
experience held every 
year, featuring some 
RI�WKH�PRVW�LQÀXHQWLDO�
thinkers in personal and 
professional growth. 
Founded by the world’s 
top leadership expert, 
Dr. John C. Maxwell, 
this event is hosted by a 
FHUWL¿HG�0D[ZHOO�/HDG-
ership coach and the 
Mooresville Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Live-2-Lead has one 
mission in mind: to help 
you become the kind 
of leader your compa-
ny, your community, 
and our world urgently 

needs.
There are a limited 

number of tickets that 
you can purchase at a 
special “Super Early 
Bird” price of $44 
through Dec. 20. Tick-
ets will still be available 
after that date but at the 
slightly higher price of 
$52.60 each. 

Be in the room, 
reserve your seat and 
purchase your tickets at 
MooresvilleBusiness-
Summit.com.

The 2026 Moores-
ville Business Summit 
features this world-
class speaker lineup 
all delivered via video 
from a live presentation 
with in-person work-
out sessions after each 
presentation:

• John C. Maxwell — 
No. 1 New York Times 
bestselling author and 
globally recognized 
leadership expert

• Anthony Trucks 
— Former foster child 
and former NFL athlete 

and identity shift coach 
empowering others to 
“Make Shift Happen”
��7L൵DQL�%RYD�²�

Growth strategist, 
bestselling author, and 
customer experience 
innovator

• Craig Groeschell 
— Founding and senior 
pastor of Life Church 
(45 campuses); creator 
of YouVersion; top lead-
ership podcaster

• Jesse Cole — 
Founder of the Savan-
nah Bananas and creator 
of the global phenome-
non Banana Ball

Whether you’re a 
business leader, entre-
preneur, board member, 
community builder or 
simply someone hungry 
to grow — this event 
is for you. Bring your 
whole team to maxi-
mize the learning.

Attendees will be 
treated with fun snacks, 
a delicious lunch and 
plenty of give-a-ways 
throughout the day of 
the event. In addition 
to that, each participant 
will receive a cus-
tomized workbook to 
capture notes and ideas 
from the event.

The Mooresville 
Business Summit 
begins at 8:15 a.m. on 
Friday, Jan. 23, 2026, 
with registration and 
getting your workbook. 
Then Live-2-Lead starts 
at 8:30 with a video 
presentation by John 

Maxwell covering the 
Six C’s of Teamwork 
and a special way to 
capture learning to ap-
ply when you get back 
WR�WKH�R൶FH��

Next up is Anthony 
Trucks who will share 
strategies on how to do 
the, what he calls “dark 
work” so you can 
achieve even 
better results. 
Anthony’s 
powerful 
message 
is about: 
Dark 
Work: 
Do What’s 
Unseen to Win 
When It’s Seen.
7KHQ�7L൵DQL�%RYD�

brings us how to design 
your next year with a 
special exercise that 
you’ll really enjoy. She 
will be sharing Building 
<RXU�&RQ¿GHQFH�0XV-
cle: The 1% Rule and 
Your Superpowers.

Craig Groeschele 
shares how to think 
GL൵HUHQW�EHIRUH�\RX�GR�
GL൵HUHQW�WR�EUHDN�EDU-
riers and achieve new 
levels of success.

Then over lunch, 
we’ll hear from John 
Maxwell on how to see 
more and see before 
others and how leaders 
see what others don’t 
yet see. This is a short 
talk on developing an 
abundance mindset 
¿OOHG�ZLWK�JUDWLWXGH�

Last but certainly 

not least, we’ll hear a 
high energy presenta-
tion from Jess Cole, 
owner of the Savannah 
Bananas on their “fans 
¿UVW´�DSSURDFK�WR�WXUQ�
customers into Raving 
Fans with the Savannah 
Bananas 5 E’s. Every-
one needs to hear this 

talk to incorporate 
Jesse’s ideas 

into their 
business 
to make 
it even 
better.

The 
event will 

wrap up 
and close 

by 2:30 in the 
afternoon.

The Mooresville 
Business Summit is 
honored and very grate-
ful to have Jay Allen 
and Techno Advantage 
as a Gold Sponsor of 
the event.

I am looking forward 
to seeing you on Friday, 
Jan. 23, at the Moores-
ville Public Library for 
the 2026 Mooresville 
Business Summit. 

Think of the Moores-
ville Business Summit 
as an investment in 
yourself to launch 2026 
in the best way possible 
in order to have your 
best year yet!

Mindy Taylor is the 
executive director of 
the Greater Mooresville 
Chamber of Commerce.

Start 2026 off on the right foot 

Chamber News
MINDI TAYLOR

Nora and Keira Blink, of Brownsburg, were the big winners of 
the poinsettia and Flamingo Basket. (Pamela Siddons photo / 
MCC) 
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MOORESVILLE — As 
many residents of Moores-
ville know, there has been 
a strong odor coming from 
the town’s wastewater treat-
ment plant in recent weeks.

That smell not only got 
the attention of area resi-
dents and visitors, but also 
the Indiana Department of 
Environmental Manage-
ment last month.

IDEM released a report 
noting an “unsatisfactory 
rating” of the town’s waste-
water treatment plant.

The report went on to note 
the issue “appears to be due 
to ongoing high strength in-
dustrial wastestreams.”

During the Mooresville 
Town Council’s Dec. 2 
meeting, treatment plant su-
perintendent Calvin Boult-
bee gave an update on the 
issues at the facility.

“The plant is back in 
compliance and running 
well,” Boultbee said on 
Dec. 2. “We have aggres-
sively taken control of 
pre-treatment.”

Boultbee introduced 
Ryan Smith from the HNTB 
HQJLQHHULQJ�¿UP�WR�H[SODLQ�
some of the work that has 
taken place in recent weeks.

According to Smith, the 
plant had a high amount of 
ammonia “come through” 
on Sept. 5, which is about 
three times the normal 
amount.

This increase in ammonia 

killed bugs that are part of 
the treatment process.

On Oct. 17, the plant’s 
pH levels dropped, which 
also led to more of the bugs 
being killed.

“All of the microbiology 
GLHG�R൵�´�6PLWK�VDLG��³'HDOW�
with a lot of sludge issues, 
which is where they had to 
send sludge to the holding 
tanks — which is where a 
lot of the smell came from.”

On Nov. 12, Smith said, 
WKHUH� ZDV� DQ� LQÀX[� LQ� WKH�
UDZ� ELRFKHPLFDO� R[\JHQ�
demand (BOD), which is 
“the amount of pollutants 
coming through.”

“Since then, everything 
has settled down,” Smith 
said.

Boultbee said he would 
be working with IDEM, 

HNTB and the council to 
update ordinances in the 
town regarding pretreat-
ment options so the town 
can control some of the in-
dustrial waste coming into 
its treatment facility.

Smith added that some of 
the BOD readings the town 
has found recently are three 
to four times more than 
what the town’s facility can 
handle.

“So it’s going to (mean) 
KDYLQJ� VRPH� GL൶FXOW� FRQ-
versations later on down 
the road with some of these 
industries,” Smith said.

Town attorney Chou-il 
Lee told the council that his 
¿UP�LV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�ZKDW�WKH�
new ordinance would look 
OLNH� WR� H[SDQG� WKH� WRZQ¶V�
SUHWUHDWPHQW�H൵RUWV�

“But what you currently 
have on the books does al-
low for some enforcement 
as well,” Lee said.

Penalties, according to 
/HH�� LQFOXGH� D� ������� ¿QH�
SHU�RFFXUUHQFH�DQG�DQ\�H[-
penses the plant has to get 
it back to normal operation 
standards.

In other business
• The council voted to 

table a decision to rezone 
a property located at 51 E. 
High St. from R1 to B3. 
The town’s plan commis-
sion had sent the rezone re-
quest to the council with no 
recommendation.

• It tabled an agreement 
with Debbie Luzier to help 
make amendments to the 

WRZQ¶V�XQL¿HG�GHYHORSPHQW�
ordinance.

• The council gave 
Mooresville parks super-
intendent Phil Cornelius a 
consensus opinion that the 
town is interested in mov-
ing forward with the pur-
chase of property adjacent 
to Pioneer Park located at 
1225 Indianapolis Road.

• It also held a public 
hearing to discuss an addi-
tional appropriation for the 
town’s parks. The council 
then approved the ordi-
nance for the appropriation.

The next regular meeting 
of the Mooresville Town 
Council is scheduled for 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 
16, at the Mooresville Gov-
ernment Center, 4 E. Harri-
son St.

By Lance Gideon
MCC Correspondent

Town tackles the sewage stink 

MONROVIA — The Mon-
roe-Gregg School Board held its 
¿QDO� PHHWLQJ� RI� WKH� \HDU� 0RQ-
day night, where it took care of 
routine business as well as made 
some high-dollar purchases. 

New bleachers for Monrovia 
High School caused the most 
FKD¿QJ�� DV� GLVWULFW� VXSHULQWHQ-
dent Trent Provo suggested the 
board sign a contract with the Lee 
Company to install bleachers for 

$529,238.58. 
Provo said this was necessary 

because he believes the current 
bleachers are becoming unsafe. 
He and multiple board members 
DJUHHG�� DQG� WKH\� H[SUHVVHG� VXU-
prise that replacing the bleachers 
was not one of the items recom-
PHQGHG� E\� DUFKLWHFWXUDO� ¿UP�
Schmidt & Associates in its recent 
district-wide facility study.

Board member Jack Elliott 
called the price tag a “bitter pill 
to swallow,” but ultimately he and 
three other board members voted 

to approve the contract. Board 
member Tom Kennedy voted 
against the motion. 

The board also agreed to pur-
chase two new buses going into 
the new year. The board approved 
buying a new 78-passenger bus 
for a total of $164,567, along with 
a new 14-passenger white activity 
bus for $99,712. The total cost of 
the two buses is $264,279. 

In other news
• The board began the meet-

LQJ� E\� UHFRJQL]LQJ� WKH� ¿QDO� VWX-

dents of the month for the 2025 
calendar year. Abigail Grismore 
and Addilyn Kinton were cho-
sen from Monrovia Elementary; 
eighth-grader Charlotte Arthur 
was selected from the middle 
school; and senior Avery Wolfe 
was honored from Monrovia 
High. 

Each student received a plaque 
and a restaurant gift card provided 
by Midway Auction for their ac-
complishment.

• The board approved hiring 
0RUJDQWRZQ�3ROLFH�2൶FHU�-DUHG�

Smith to be the district’s safety 
director. Smith will not have any 
police powers while working in-
side the school, as an agreement 
could not be reached with Mor-
gantown to allow Smith to act as 
anything other than a civilian. His 
KLULQJ�LV�H൵HFWLYH�DV�RI�-DQ�����DQG�
he will be paid $58,000 for 195 
days of service. 
7KH�QH[W�PHHWLQJ�RI� WKH�0RQ-

roe-Gregg school board will take 
place on Monday, Jan. 12 at 6:30 
S�P��DW�WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�2൶FH��
135 S. Chestnut St.

By Jared Quigg
MCC Reporter

Monroe-Gregg board buys bleachers, buses

Street. The combined lots would 
make way for 23, three-story 
townhomes. 

At the Nov. 24 meeting, the 
FRXQFLO�KHDUG�WKH�SURSRVDO�RQ�¿UVW�
UHDGLQJ��ZLWK� VRPH�PHPEHUV�H[-
pressing reservations and nearby 
residents echoing the concerns 
they had previously voiced at the 
plan commission meeting earlier 
in the month.  

On Monday, the developer’s 
representative gave a brief pre-
sentation on the project, citing 
the improved safety and drainage 
the project would give the area. 
He also touted the hope that the 
townhomes would “attract young-
er, more professional individuals” 
to the area. 

But the council was uncon-
vinced. 

“I could see this in downtown 
Indianapolis,” councilwoman 
Ann Miller said. “I could see this 
in Bloomington.” 

But given the proposed loca-

tion in an older, well established 
neighborhood, council members 
didn’t feel it was the right project, 
particularly in light of the nearby 
residents’ opposition. 

“I just don’t think the best in-
terest of the city of Martinsville 
and the residents are being con-
sidered,” said councilwoman Su-
sie Lipps. “We have to listen to 
constituents.” 

Miller made a motion “not to 
approve” the project, which was 
seconded by Lipps.

The motion passed unanimous-
ly, 6-0, with Phil Deckard I ab-
sent. 

New taxes approved
The council unanimously ap-

SURYHG� D� QHZ�ZKHHO� WD[� DQG� H[-
FLVH�VXUWD[�WKDW�ZLOO�WDFN�RQ�����RU�
$40 when vehicles are registered 
each year. The cost will be based 
on the size and weight of the ve-
hicles, with larger vehicles getting 
the larger of the two fees. 
&LW\�DWWRUQH\�'DOH�&R൵H\��ZKR�

was absent at the last meeting, 
H[SODLQHG�WKH�QHZ�IHH�VWUXFWXUH�LV�
³QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�D�QHZ�WD[�´�DV�LW�

was his understanding it will “al-
low the city to take a share that’s 
already been allocated to the 
county.” 

The money collected through 
WKH�WD[�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�IRU�URDG�PDLQ-
tenance within the city limits. 

A resident later asked if the new 
WD[�ZRXOG�DSSO\�WR�JROI�FDUWV�DQG�
side-by-sides. 
&R൵H\�VDLG�LW�ZRXOG�RQO\�DSSO\�

to plated vehicles, which worried 
the resident as that could increase 
the number of golf carts and side-
by-sides on city streets. 

Annexation
A proposed housing develop-

ment on the city’s northeast side 
ZRXOG�QHHG�WR�EH�DQQH[HG�LQWR�WKH�
city limits in order for the city to 
provide infrastructure services, 
and that’s just what happened 
Monday night. 
7KH� DQQH[DWLRQ� SURSRVDO� ZDV�

for a 69-acre residential devel-
opment with 155 single-family 
homes that sits just north of Ind. 
252 and just south of Faith Church 
R൵�,QG�������

The land is contiguous to the 

city limits, and the city already 
ran water and sewer infrastructure 
underneath I-69 three years ago, 
according to mayor Kenny Cos-
tin. 

The council discussed the pos-
sible main entrance location, with 
D�QXPEHU�RI�PHPEHUV�H[SUHVVLQJ�
reservations about any possible 
entrance onto Ind. 252. 

“Have you guys driven that to 
know how dangerous that is?” 
asked Lipps. 

According to the Indy-based 
Forestar Group representative, 
the developer is in talks with Faith 
Church about possibly acquiring 
land to access Ind. 44 as the main 
entrance instead. 
&R൵H\� XOWLPDWHO\� SLSHG� XS��

saying that while these questions 
will be addressed, that was not 
the question before the council on 
Monday.
³<RX¶UH�EHLQJ�DVNHG�WR�H[SDQG�

the boundaries of the city of Mar-
tinsville,” he said, adding that 
“these other questions will be in a 
GL൵HUHQW�DUHQD�RQ�D�GL൵HUHQW�GD\�´�
2QFH� DQQH[HG�� WKH� KRXVLQJ�

project would need to go through 
the plan commission before seek-
LQJ�¿QDO�DSSURYDO�IURP�WKH�FLW\��

The council voted, 5-1, with 
Lipps opposed citing “too many 
YDULDEOHV�´�WR�DSSURYH�WKH�DQQH[-
ation. 

In other business
• The council unanimously ap-

proved the salary ordinance for 
DSSRLQWHG� R൶FLDOV� DQG� FLW\� HP-
ployees.  

The municipal judge had ar-
gued at the Nov. 24 meeting that 
her court clerk needed a possible 
title change and a dollar raise, just 
as the other employees of the city 
were getting. 

Councilman Phil Deckard II 
said Monday the ordinance need-
ed approved, but an amendment 
will be made to get the increase 
after the new year, with “retroac-
tive” pay for the court clerk. 

• The council approved $3 mil-
lion in claims. 

The next council meeting will 
be Dec. 29 at 7 p.m. in council 
FKDPEHUV�����6��-HৼHUVRQ�6W��

TOWNHOMES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

The district has stressed 
repeatedly that the construc-
WLRQ�LV�D�³WD[�QHXWUDO´�SURMHFW��
meaning Martinsville resi-
dents will not be impacted 

E\�D�WD[�LQFUHDVH�WR�IXQG�WKH�
project. 

The new school — the 
name of which will be an-
nounced later this school year 
— will be open in time for the 
2027-2028 school year and 
be led by principal Jill Vlcan, 
who currently leads Poston 

Road, along with assistant 
principal Stephanie Manley, 
currently the principal at Cen-
terton.

“As a board, it is our re-
sponsibility to plan not just 
for today’s students, but for 
generations to come,” said 
MSD board president Heath-

er Staggs in the press release. 
³7KLV� SURMHFW� UHÀHFWV� WKDW�
long-term initiative and com-
mitment to ensure the District 
remains a place where educa-
tion thrives.”

It is not yet clear what will 
become of the four elemen-
tary schools once they close. 

Bowlen has previously stated 
the district intends to keep “at 
least some” of the current el-
ementary properties, though 
the buildings will be repur-
posed to both cost less and 
provide some service to the 
community.

MSD
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

MANLEYVULCAN

MSD Superintendent Eric Bowlen addresses the crowd at the groundbreaking ceremony for the new elementary school back in September. (MSD of Martinsville courtesy photo)



A8  | THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025 | THE MORGAN COUNTY CORRESPONDENT | NEWS

(317) 831-2080  •  CarlisleBranson.com

Request FREE 
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If something 
happend to you, 
would your family 
know what to do?

Chris and 
Mary Beth Branson

FROM TOP: A horse-drawn 
carriage makes its way along 
Morgan Street in downtown 
Martinsville as part of the Bobby 
Helms Jingle Bell Rock Christmas 
Spectacular last Sunday. // A 
temporary ice rink gives young 
and old the opportunity to test 
their skills at sliding — and fall-
ing — on North Jefferson Street 
in downtown Martinsville as 
part of the Bobby Helms Jingle 
Bell Rock Christmas Spectacular 
last Sunday. // Elsa and Anna, 
from Disney’s ‘Frozen’ movie 
series, greets a pint-sized fan 
during the Bobby Helms Jingle 
Bell Rock Christmas Spectacular 
last Sunday. (Keith Rhoades 
photos / MCC)

JINGLE BELL ROCK  
SPECTACULAR

five votes for approval of a motion. So it 
was rescheduled for the December meet-
ing.

On Nov. 25, the applicant sent the plan 
commission a letter requesting permission 
to withdraw their request for rezoning. Due 
to the request being advertised, the com-
mission had to hold a meeting to formally 
approve the request being withdrawn.

Commission member Kenny Hale made 

a motion to allow the petition to be with-
drawn and member Brian Patrick seconded 
it. The vote was 8-0 to approve the with-
drawal.

County plan director Laura Parker said 
if the applicant wants to refile a request 
for rezoning, they must wait three months, 
then start from the beginning by readvertis-
ing the request.

The next scheduled commission meeting 
is Jan. 12, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. at the county 
administration building, 180 S. Main St. in 
Martinsville.

REZONE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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GREENWOOD — Martinsville 
head coach Jackson Williams was 
hired in the early summer to lead 
the Martinsville boys basketball 
team. There’s been summer train-
ing, workouts and tryouts in pre-
paring for this upcoming season 
for the Artesians. 

After a couple postponed games 
against the Edgewood Mustangs, 
0DUWLQVYLOOH� ¿QDOO\� JRW� D� FKDQFH�
to hit the hardwood, making the 
roadtrip to play the Greenwood 
Woodmen last Friday in a Mid-
State Conference game. 

Greenwood beat MHS last year 
at John R. Wooden Gymnasium 
84-73 in a game in which now 
senior Grady Gardner scored 36 
points. 

Greenwood coach Keith Wit-
ty remembered that number and 
wanted to keep it low. 

He told his team that “Grady go-
ing to do what Grady does,” and 
that’s score. So his team tried to 
make everything hard for Grady. 

After a 6-0 start for the Woods-
men, the Artesians didn’t roll over, 
but it took almost 3 minutes for the 
Artesians to get on the scoreboard 
thanks to a three-pointer by 6’2” 
sophomore Lucas Toloday. Soon 

after, 6’3” senior Alex Stout added 
a bucket of his own, and the 6’2” 
*DUGQHU�¿QLVKHG� WKH�TXDUWHU� ³GR-
ing what Grady does.” He added 
WZR�¿HOG�JRDOV�DQG�D�WKUHH�SRLQWHU�
to tie the game at 12 apiece. 
7KH� VHFRQG� TXDUWHU� QHYHU� VDZ�

WKH�OHDG�JHW�RYHU�¿YH�SRLQWV�IRU�WKH�
home team and included a couple 
more ties, at 19 all and 21 all. Stout 
KDG�D�VWURQJ�TXDUWHU�ZLWK���SRLQWV��
including one bucket from an of-
fensive rebound and a put back. 

Greenwood had an 8-0 run that 
gave them the 29-21 lead with un-
der a minute to go before the half. 
Toloday knocked down two free 
throws to put the Artesians within 
six, 29-23 at the half.
7KH�WKLUG�TXDUWHU��KRZHYHU��ZDV�

all Woodmen. They started on an 
11-2 run and also added an 8-0 
UXQ��SXWWLQJ�XS����LQ�WKH�TXDUWHU�WR�
the Artesians’ 7. They started the 
IRXUWK�TXDUWHU�ZLWK�D�������OHDG��
7KH�IRXUWK�TXDUWHU�VDZ�WKH�$UWH-

sians knock down a few threes — 
including two by Dodson and one 
E\�*DUGQHU�²�DV�SDUW�RI�D��������
run that got them within 8 points at 
�������%XW�*UHHQZRRG�UHVSRQGHG�
ZLWK�D������UXQ�IRU�WKH�¿QDO�VFRUH�
RI�������IRU� WKHLU� WKLUG�YLFWRU\�RI�
WKH� VHDVRQ� DQG� WKHLU� ¿UVW� FRQIHU-
ence win.

Artesians off to shaky start 

MARTINSVILLE — There’s two more 
reasons to be proud to be an Artesian this 
week after two former Arties were announced 
DV�IXWXUH�LQGXFWHHV�WR�WKH�,QGLDQD�%DVNHWEDOO�
Hall of Fame. 
.ULVWHQ� �%RGLQH�� /RYHOO� DQG� $SULO� 7UD\-

lor-Percy, former teammates and 1998 Mar-
tinsville High School grads, will be honored 
E\�WKH�+DOO�RI�)DPH�RQ�$SULO�����

Next year’s ceremony will mark the 24th 
class of women inducted into the Hall of 
Fame. Lovell and Traylor-Percy will be in-
ducted alongside 10 other women at a cele-
EUDWLRQ�EDQTXHW�LQ�1HZ�&DVWOH��
/RYHOO�²�WKHQ�%RGLQH�²�ZDV�DQ�$UWHVLDQ�

IURP� ����� WR� ������PDNLQJ� WKH� -XQLRU�$OO�

Star team in 1997, and wrap-
ping up her senior year as an 
Indiana All-Star. She helped 
lead Martinsville to two state 
championships and the team’s 
¿UVW� ,+6$$�&ODVV� �$� FURZQ�
and Tournament of Champi-
ons trophy in 1998. 
7KH� �¶��´� JXDUG� WRWDOHG�

������SRLQWV������ UHERXQGV������DVVLVWV�DQG�
����VWHDOV�LQ����JDPHV�RYHU�IRXU�VHDVRQV��7KH�
Lady Arties went 89-9 while she was on the 
team, and the team went 26-1 and 29-0 in her 
last two seasons, respectively. 

Lovell went on to study and play basketball 
DW�%XWOHU�DQG�DW�,QGLDQD�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKHUH�VKH�
IRXQG� IXUWKHU� VXFFHVV� RQ� DQG� R൵� WKH� FRXUW��
'XULQJ�KHU�VHQLRU�\HDU�DW�,8��VKH�ZDV�QDPHG�
the team’s MVP. 

Lovell graduated with a 
degree in business and tele-
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV� IURP� ,8� LQ�
2003, and earned a masters 
degree in educational ad-
PLQLVWUDWLRQ�IURP�%DOO�6WDWH�
in 2023. She currently acts 
as the dean of students at 
Franklin Central Junior High 

School in Indianapolis. 
Traylor-Percy was the other star of those 

GRPLQDQW�$UWLHV�VTXDGV�RI�WKH�ODWH�µ��V��KHOS-
ing to propel the team to state titles in 1997 
DQG� ������ 7KH� �¶��´� JXDUG� EHJDQ� KHU� KLJK�
school career at Eminence High School, where 
she helped the Eels win two sectionals before 
SOD\LQJ�KHU�¿QDO�WZR�\HDUV�LQ�0DUWLQVYLOOH��

HOF BOUND
Staff Report

Two former Artesian state champs to be  
inducted into Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame

Kristen (Bodine) Lovell is introduced as part of the starting line up before 
the start of the state championship game in 1997. (Courtesy screenshot)

April Traylor-Percy hits the hardwood at Market Square Arena as she’s 
announced in the starting lineup for the Lady Artesians before the state 
championship game in 1997. (Courtesy screenshot) 

MARTINSVILLE — The 
girls wrestling coaches at 
Mooresville and Martinsville 
were in accord about one sub-
ject following last Friday’s Mid-
State Conference tournament at 

John R. Wooden Gymnasium.
“We’re getting better every 

day,” said Artesian coach Aaron 
Johnson. “There’s a lot that we 
worked on that is showing up on 
the mat. We want to be our best for 
the sectionals.”

“I’m proud of them,” said 
Mooresville coach Dan Mikesell. 
“We’ll just have to get back and 
look at the video and see what we 
need to do better. Now, we’ll aim 
for sectionals.”

Of course, everything is relative.
Martinsville has just four wres-

tlers.
Mooresville has a host of grap-

plers, except for the two upper 
weights.

Two Pioneers won two champi-
RQVKLSV��DQG� WKUHH�RWKHUV�¿QLVKHG�
second as Mooresville totaled 
������ SRLQWV� DQG� ¿QLVKHG� IRXUWK�
among the eight teams.

Whiteland took the title with 
280 points to 204 for Franklin and 

200 for Perry Meridian.
Mooresville produced champi-

RQV�LQ�.D\GLH�(SOH\�DW�����SRXQGV�
DQG�&DGHQFH�:LOOLDPV�DW�����

“Very proud of their accom-
plishments,” Mikesell said. “I 
thought Cadence handled the 
pressure really well. She also was 
battling some respiratory virus 
and really showed a lot of grit 
with her toughness. 

By Steve Page
MCC Correspondent

Two Pioneers pin MSC titles

Martinsville senior Kaitlyn Spurgeon looks for an opening in her first-round match with Perry Meridian’s Ruth Van during last Friday’s Mid-State 
Conference tournament in John R. Wooden Gymnasium. (Steve Page photo / MCC)

Arties also compete in  
Mid-State Conference  
girls wrestling tourney

EMINENCE — The Eminence 
boys basketball team hosted Mar-
tinsville Tabernacle Christian at 
home on Friday evening. 
%RWK� WHDPV� ZHUH� IDLUO\� HTXDO�

LQ� WKH� ¿UVW� TXDUWHU�� EXW� WKH� (HOV�
found the gas pedal in the second 
TXDUWHU�DQG�QHYHU�OHW�XS��FUXLVLQJ�
WR�D�������ZLQ��

Eminence freshman Eli Jones 
KDG� D� VROLG� QLJKW� ZLWK� ¿YH�
three-pointers on the way to 
his 19-point total. Senior James 
-H൵ULHV� DGGHG� ��� SRLQWV�� -XQLRU�
Keon Gregory had nine points, 
senior Johnathan Myers with 
¿YH�DQG�MXQLRU�/XNH�)LQQH\�ZLWK�
three. Freshmen Rylee Dillon 
and Cullen Mowery added two 
points. 

For Tabernacle Christian, ju-
QLRU�7DODQ�%DGJHU� OHG�ZLWK� VHY-
en points. Sophomore Mason 
%ODFNPDQ� VFRUHG� VL[� SRLQWV�� VH-
nior Isaac Tomlin four, sopho-
PRUH� /HYL� %DXJK� DQG� IUHVKPDQ�
David Decker had two points, 
and sophomore Ray Hernandez 
DQG� MXQLRU� ,DQ� %DXJK� HDFK� KDG�
one.
7KH�JDPH�ZDV�WLHG�����DIWHU�WKH�

¿UVW�TXDUWHU��%RWK�WHDPV�VWUXJJOHG�
WR�¿QG�WKH�QHW�DQG�WXUQHG�WKH�EDOO�
over several times. Eminence 
found some rhythm in the second 
TXDUWHU�� RXWVFRULQJ� WKH� (DJOHV�
13-4 for an 18-9 lead at the half-
time break. 

Eminence then had a 23-point 
WKLUG�TXDUWHU� WR�SXW� WKH�(DJOHV� LQ�
a hole. Jones hit a couple treys, 
and Eminence drew many fouls 
to earn seven points from the foul 
OLQH�� -H൵ULHV� DOVR� KDG� D� FRXSOH�
IDVWEUHDNV� DQG� SXW� XS� WZR� TXLFN�
buckets. The Eels scored 11 more 
in the fourth. 

By Melissa Dillon
MCC Correspondent

Eels 
defeat 
Eagles 
Eminence sit at 2-1 after 
defeating Martinsville  
Tabernacle Christian 

LOVELL TRAYLOR-PERCY

By Dave Rinehart
MCC Correspondent

SEE HOF | PAGE B3 SEE EELS  | PAGE B2

SEE PIONEERS | PAGE B2

SEE ARTESIANS | PAGE B3

GRADE: Freshman
SPORT: Basketball
REASON FOR AWARD: Eli is a starting point, who 
put up 15 points against International to go along 
with 19 points and 6 assists against Tabernacle.

GRADE: Junior
Sport: Basketball
Reason for award: Jay put up 12 points against 
Tabernacle, 20 points against North Daviess and 
18 against Clay City. 

ELI JONES JAY YOUNGBLOOD

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

SPONSORED 
 BY:

EMINENCE JUNIOR SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
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Indiana University freshman and Martinsville High School grad Hunter Stroud cradles the Big 
Ten Championship trophy last Saturday after the No. 2 ranked Hoosiers upset No. 1 ranked 
Ohio State, 13-10, at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. The former Artie wide receiver signed 
with IU back in March after finishing a stellar career in Martinsville. Stroud finished with 1,418 
receiving yards during his senior year, a school record and the third highest in the state, and 
he holds other Martinsville records in career receptions (198), career touchdown receptions 
(28) and career receiving yards (2,672). (Courtesy photo)

HOMETOWN CHAMP

Mooresville Christian Academy sophomore basketball standout Olivia Mattingly is all smiles 
with her certificate after being named MCA’s Athlete of the Month for November after scoring 23 
points against Hauser. (Stephen Crane photo / MCC)

MCA ATHLETE OF THE MONTH

EMINENCE — Last Friday 
night, the Eminence girls basket-
ball team played at home against 
Martinsville Tabernacle Chris-
tian. It was a close game all night, 
but the Eels had the edge at the 
end, winning 48-39.

Eminence had an 11-8 lead af-
WHU�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU��7KH�(HOV�KDG�
D� ELJ� VHFRQG� TXDUWHU� RXWVFRULQJ�

the Eagles 16-5 that proved to be 
WKH� ELJJHVW� GL൵HU-
ence in the game. 
Eminence had a 
21-point second 
half to maintain 
control of the 
game while 
allowing 24 
points. Tab-
ernacle had a 
nice push in the 
IRXUWK�TXDUWHU�ZLWK����SRLQWV��EXW�
ran out of time for a comeback.

-XQLRU�.KORHH�.LUN�OHG�WKH�¿HOG�
with 14 points. 
Junior Jay 
Yo u n g b l o o d 
¿QLVKHG�ZLWK����
points. Fresh-
man Chloe 
Smith added 
nine points and 
had the only 

th ree -po in te r 
for the Eels. Senior 

Abby Dittemore scored 
six points, sophomore Emma 

Webb had four, and freshman 
Kylee Craig had three. 

Tabernacle’s scoring came from 
just three players. Senior Liz 
Southerland scored 24 points for 
the Eagles. Senior Lacy South-
erland added 10 points and sev-
enth-grader Abby Bertelsen had 
three points. The Eagles starting 
lineup included both Lacy and 
Liz Southerland, Bertelsen, junior 
Si Weber and freshman Reagan 
Sichting. 

Eminence had two games on 

Saturday. The Eels fell to North 
Daviess 56-35 and then to Clay 
City 50-41, to drop to 5-3 on the 
season.

They played MTI School of 
Knowledge on Wednesday, after 
press time. 

The Lady Eels travel to North 
Central on Saturday for a 6 p.m. 
game. They’ll then host Seven 
Oaks Classical on Tuesday, also 
at 6 p.m. 

By Melissa Dillon
MCC Correspondent

Lady Eels fly over Eagles

“Kaydie wrestled really well and smart. 
She’s seen that opponent several times this 
SDVW�R൵VHDVRQ�� VR� VKH�KDG� WR�DGMXVW� WR� WKH�
girl’s strategy against her, and I was happy 
ZLWK�KHU�H൵RUW��6KH�ZRQ� WKH�SRVLWLRQV� VKH�
needed to and was able to score when it 
counted.”

The coach felt badly for his runnersup.
“Bridget dominated 5:50 of that match,” 

he said of Martin, who built a 9-0 lead over 
G r e e n w o o d ’s 
Violet Roell in 
the 105-pound 
¿QDOH�� RQO\�
to get pinned 
at the end. 
“She wanted 
that conference 
c h a m p i o n s h i p . 
We’ll make sure she’s the sectional champ.”

Pioneer freshman Khloe Weber reached 
WKH�¿QDOV�RI� WKH�����SRXQG�FODVV��EXW�ZDV�
outscored by Whiteland’s unbeaten Mikay-
la Perkins.

“She just ran into a very good wrestler,” 
Mikesell noted.

The coach talked freely about his other 
wrestlers.

“Annabell Sipos (145) wrestled well. In 
WKH�¿QDOV��VKH�ZUHVWOHG�D�JLUO�ZKR�SODFHG�DW�
state. She just needed to get that takedown. 
She’s making strides, has good determina-
tion.

“Riley Blackwell (170) wrestled well. 
She got caught in a headlock by another 
state wrestler. “Leyah Johnson (110) is a 
¿UVW�\HDU�ZUHVWOHU��6KH¶V�DWKOHWLF�DQG�VXSHU�
coachable.

“Alibell (Coughlan, 140) bounced back 
after a tough one. Any time you lose, and 
you bounce back and you take third — 
bouncing back is tough after a loss. Alibell 
did a good job. She’s coming into her own. 
Mattingly Hutchison (125) lost to the Perry 
Meridian girl, then had to wrestle her again. 
She beat that girl by 10 points. Nevaeh 
Hultgren (130) is competing in the deepest 
weight class. She bounced back from her 
ORVV�DQG�FDPH�EDFN�DQG�JRW�D�SLQ�IRU�¿IWK�
place. “Evie Welker weighed in at 100 and 
ZRQ�KHU�¿UVW�PDWFK�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ��$W������
Brienna Barnes had a tough match.”

Johnson likes the way his small Artesian 
team is battling.

“We have four; two who are brand new,” 
he noted. “We have a junior who is con-
tinuing to work. We have a senior, Kaitlyn 
Spurgeon (110), who is getting better every 
day. We want to be our best for the section-
als.”

Mooresville and Martinsville will be 

joined by Monrovia and others at the Ben 
Davis sectional, set for 9 a.m. Jan. 3, at 
Lynhurst 7th and 8th Grade Center, 2805 S. 
Lynhurst Dr.

PIONEERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

Cadence Williams, a Mooresville junior, takes 
her place atop the podium after winning Fri-
day’s Mid-State Conference 135-pound champi-
onship. (Steve Page photo / MCC)

Tabernacle’s second half 
ZDVQ¶W� TXLWH� DV� LPSUHVVLYH��
7KH�(DJOHV� VFRUHG�¿YH�SRLQWV�
in the third with three from 
Badger and two from Tomlin. 
Baugh had four points, Decker 
with two and Badger with two 
free throws.

Next up for Eminence is at 
Washington Catholic on Fri-
day, and the Eagles take a long 
break until Mooresville Chris-
tian Academy on Jan. 6.

Eminence 
senior James 
Jeffries gets 
the ‘and-1’ 
on a strong 
drive in the 
second half 
of last Fri-
day’s home 
game against 
Martinsville 
Tabernacle 
Christian. 
(Melissa 
Dillon photo / 
MCC)

Martinsville Tabernacle Christian 
junior Talan Badger (3) passes the 
ball over two Eminence defend-
ers, freshman Eli Jones (1) and 
junior Luke Finney (24), during 
last Friday’s game at Eminence. 
(Melissa Dillon photo / MCC)

EELS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

Mooresville junior Kaydie Epley stands atop the 
podium as champion of the Mid-State Confer-
ence’s 115-pound class. (Steve Page photo / 
MCC)
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MARTINSVILLE — The Mar-
tinsville girls and boys wrestling 
teams competed against the coed 
team from Speedway last Thurs-
day on the mat at the Martinsville 
Fieldhouse.

First year Coach Nathan Ever-
road said he would like to give 
props to all the girls on the Ar-
tesian team. 2025 marks just the 
second year for girls wrestling as 
a varsity sport in Indiana. He’s 
just super excited for these girls 
— some of whom have never 

wrestled before. 
“They are doing great and get-

ting better every single time they 
wrestle,” Everroad said. 

There are just four girls on the 
varsity roster at the present time, 
led by senior Kaitlyn Spurgeon. 
She’s in the 115 lb class and got 
the only win for the Artesians 
against the Sparkplugs as she 
pinned her opponent in the third 
period of their match. Other team 
members include junior Angel 
Dycus, sophomore Saylor Collins 
and freshman Ainsley McCary. 

On the boys side, Speedway got 
the win, 41-26. 

Coach Everroad said last year’s 
team had a lot of seniors, but this 
year has a very young team. Sev-
eral freshmen and sophomores are 
starting this year. 

“We’re working, we’re build-
ing,” Everroad said. “I’m ex-
tremely excited about where this 
team is and where the future of 
Martinsville Wrestling is going!”

Senior Colman Dittemore 
SLFNHG�XS�WKH�¿UVW�ZLQ�RI�WKH�HYH-
ning as he pinned his opponent in 
WKH�¿UVW�SHULRG�RI�WKH�����OE�FODVV��

The Arties took four more wins 
DV�WKH�PDWFK�¿QLVKHG��
/HDGLQJ� R൵� LQ� WKH� ���� FODVV��

freshman Benson Parker won by 
a technical fall in the third period. 

Junior Christian Koons also 
won in the third period by a major 
decision in the 150 lb class.   

A couple seniors, Jon Fuller and 
Morgan Harris, wrapped up the 
winning for Martinsville by beat-

ing their Sparkplug opponent with 
SLQV�LQ�WKHLU�¿UVW�SHULRGV��

Coach Everroad is super ex-
cited that Martinsville supports 
wrestling and he said, “It just 
shows that Martinsville is a wres-
tling town!”

Senior Night is Tuesday, Dec. 
18, at Martinsville High School.

By Dave Rinehart
MCC Corespondent

Martinsville wrestlers compete on the mat

Martinsville junior Christian Koons looks for control as he wrestles to victory in the 150-pound class. (Dave Rinehart 
photo / MCC)

GREENWOOD — 
Martinsville girls basket-
ball coach Dave Nuckles 
said last Friday’s 60-23 
road victory over Green-
wood was a, “Great con-
ference win!” 

He went on to say the 
first half wasn’t quite 
what we really wanted, 
but the Artesians came 
out in the second half and 
“put it to them” and “put 
the game away pretty 
quickly!”

It was a game the Arte-
sians led from beginning 
to end. 

Senior Ruby Mur-
rell led the charge early, 
scoring 8 points in the 
first quarter. Junior Ad-
die Curless and Fresh-
man Sadie Thacker had 
5 points each, and sopho-
more Hayley Stephenson 
hit the first of her two 3’s 
on the evening.

The Artesians had an 
eight point lead after 
eight minutes of play, 21-
13. 

Ruby Murrell contin-
ued her strong play into 
the second quarter, scor-
ing seven more points. 
Curless added a field 
goal, junior Raleigh 
Smith received a great 
pass from Murrell for her 

first FG and junior Au-
drey Haenlein hit one of 
two free throws to finish 
up a 6 - 0 run. 

Martinsville finished 
up the first half with a 
33-17 advantage over 
Greenwood. 

In the third quarter it 
was Murrell and Cur-
less leading with 5 and 
4 points, respectively. 
Thacker and sophomore 
Braxton Conner added 
two three pointers. 

The Artesians put the 
Lady Woodmen away, 
outscoring them 16-2 in 
WKH�WKLUG�IRU�������OHDG�

Martinsville continued 
playing good defense 
into the final period, 
holding Greenwood to 
four points while scoring 
eleven more by five dif-
ferent players. 

Murrell had another FG 
as she matched Green-
wood’s output, scoring 
23 points. Schweitzer, 
Smith, Haenlein had two-
point FG’s, and Stephen-
son hit her second three 
pointer. 

Coach Nuckles was 
pleased that eight play-
ers scored. He said the 
coaching staff has been 
preaching, “Share the 
basketball.”

Murrell led the way 
with 23 points and 7 re-
bounds, while Curless 
also was in double fig-
ures with 11 points and 8 
rebounds.

Coach Nuckles said the 
60-23 victory was a much 
needed win because of the 
upcoming teams on the 
schedule as the 2025 part 
of the season is wrapping 
up. The Lady Arties will 
next play at Whiteland 
on Saturday, followed by 
home games against Cen-
ter Grove, Plainfield and 
Monrovia.

By Dave Rinehart
MCC Corespondent

Martinsville girls pick up conference win against Greenwood

ABOVE: Martinsville coach 
Dave Nuckles gathers his 
team during a timeout last 
Friday at Greenwood. (Dave 
Rinehart photo / MCC)

A strong second half 
puts the game away 

RIGHT: Martinsville junior Audrey Haenlein puts up another 
free throw during the game at Greenwood last Friday. (Dave 
Rinehart photo / MCC)

Martinsville sophomore Lucas Engleson gets instruction from coach Nathan 
Everroad during last Thursday’s match. (Dave Rinehart photo / MCC)

Martinsville had three play-
HUV�VFRULQJ�LQ�GRXEOH�¿JXUHV��
LQFOXGLQJ� *DUGQHU� ZLWK� ����
Stout with 11 and Dodson 
with 10.

Martinsville fell, 68-56, to 
Columbus North last Satur-
day night at John R. Wooden 
Gymnasium to fall to 0-2. 

Gardner dropped 25 points 
in the game to lead all scorers. 
Stout added 14 and senior Ty 
Stroud had 12. 

The Artesians are back 
home Friday night at 7:30 
p.m. as they take on a very 
good and undefeated 4-0 
3ODLQ¿HOG� EDOO� FOXE�� 7KH\¶OO�
then travel to Indian Creek 
on Saturday with a 7:30 p.m. 
WLSR൵�� 1H[W� 7XHVGD\�� WKH\¶OO�
play at Edgewood. 

The Artesians huddle up around 
coach Jackson Williams during a 
timeout last Friday at Greenwood. 
(Dave Rinehart photo / MCC)

ARTESIANS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

Like Lovell, Traylor-Percy 
ZDV� D� ����� MXQLRU� $OO�6WDU�
DQG�D������$OO�6WDU��+HU�KLJK�
school accolades also includ-
HG�EHLQJ�D� WZR�WLPH�$3�¿UVW�
team All-State player, MVP 
RI�WKH������6WDWH�)LQDOV�������
IndyStar Super Team co-Play-
er of the Year and a four-time 
all-conference pick. 

Traylor-Percy found con-
tinued basketball success 
at Florida State, where she 
earned a degree in sports ad-
ministration. In 2001, she 
set a Florida State record for 
scoring 30 points in an NCAA 
Tournament game. She cur-
rently holds the record for 
tenth highest FSU scorer.

Traylor-Percy went on to 
HDUQ� D� WHDFKLQJ� FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�
from Miami Dade College in 
2004, and has worked as a 
teacher and coach for the past 
21 years. 

HOF
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1
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MAY 1976 — Dr. 
Marina and her 
husband should 

alert all loyal Americans 
to the way Russia controls 
its medical profession and 
then uses physicians to 
brainwash religious and 
political dissenters!

CASE G-696: Russian 
psychiatrist, Dr. Marina 
Fainberg, tells about the 
political domination of 
physicians by the Soviets. 

Her exiled Soviet hus-
band, a talented writer, 
also exposed this regimen-
tation of doctors when he 
addressed a Copenhagen 
audience recently.

“From 7 to 10 percent of 
patients in Soviet mental 
hospitals and clinics,” he 
stated, “were actually polit-
ical prisoners!

“Or people being per-
secuted for their religious 
beliefs!”

And Dr. Marina de-
scribed psychiatry as con-
ducted in the Soviet Union 
as “a profession of shame.” 

Our own American 
Professor John S. Resheta 
Jr., of the University of 
Washington, examined the 

document issued by our 
Senate subcommittee on 
the abuse of psychiatry for 
political repression in the 
Soviet Union.

“With the connivance of 
unethical psychiatrists,” he 
writes, “political dissidents 
can be incarcerated without 
a public trail … and cannot 
FKDOOHQJH�WKH�¿QGLQJV�RI�
mental illness.”

Then Prof. Resheta 
warns: “Dissidents can be 
given debilitating drugs un-
der the guise of ‘therapy.’” 

Truth serum is one such 
drug that even our Ameri-
can police are deprived of 
using on known criminals 
and murderers. 

But rabbis, priests and 
preachers in Russia can be 
tortured by drugs until their 
brainwashed minds reveal 
the hideouts of their church 

congregations.
“Oh, but Dr. Crane,” mil-

lions of Pollyanna Amer-
ican may protest, “surely 
such unethical conduct of 
physicians couldn’t occur 
here in our United States!

“For we are the Land of 
the Free, with no dictator to 
regiment our doctors.”

That’s a delightful notion 
that deludes millions.

Don’t you newspaper 
readers remember how 
Bobby Kennedy arbitrarily 
ordered Gen. E.A. Walker 
put into a mental hospital, 
ZLWKRXW�EHQH¿W�RI�SV\FKL-
atric tests, just because of 
WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�GL൵HUHQFHV"�

Maybe you also recall 
how a group of more than 
1,000 psychiatrists pub-
licly declared presidential 
hopeful Barry Goldwater 
ZDV�³SV\FKRORJLFDOO\�XQ¿W�

to be President of the Unit-
HG�6WDWHV�´�0DQ\�R൵HUHG�
a diagnosis of “paranoid 
schizophrenia” as the basis 
for their judgment.

They had not examined 
Goldwater or given him 
any medical tests to war-
rant such a bizarre claim!

Instead, they were mere-
ly trying to sabotage one 
of our national statesmen 
by this nefarious Russian 
technique. 

Remember, bureaucrats 
have been granted the right 
to concoct regulations 
that violate Constitutional 
guarantees, for Congress 
abdicated its powers by 
creating various bureaus 
and then letting them make 
their own rules of the 
game. 

The bureaucrats are now 
so independent that neither 

a Democratic nor Republi-
can president can dislodge 
them.

The late esteemed news-
paper publisher, Eugene 
C. Pulliam, showed that 
President Nixon couldn’t 
touch more than 20 out 
of a bureau with several 
thousand bureaucrats.

The only way Congress 
can control the bureaucrats 
LV�E\�³FXWWLQJ�R൵�WKHLU�
water,” via refusing to OK 
appropriations for their 
salaries!  

Dr. George W. Crane, 
based out of Hillsboro, 
Ind., was a syndicated 
columnist for more than 
60 years in newspapers 
DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��RৼHULQJ�
psychological advice to 
everyday people.

STATEPOINT MEDIA
THEME: AT A BAR

ACROSS
1. Slovenly ones

6. To do this is human?
9. Not flip
13. Mistress or lover, arch.
14. Precedes de Rivoli

ANSWERS:

COLUMN & PUZZLES

The Worry Clinic
DR. GEORGE W. CRANE

The ‘experts’ are often used as political pawns, too 

These easy home-
made coconut 
macaroons are 

so simple to make and 
taste delicious! This 
coconut macaroon 
recipe has only six in-
gredients, making it a 
super easy, gluten-free 
dessert! 

This is my favorite 
Christmas cookie. They always disappear quickly 
from the cookie plate. They are super easy to make, 
and they’re delicious. They’re hard to resist. 

I’ve made these also and added a chocolate Her-
shey kiss in the middle of the cookie. 

They are yummy. Enjoy!

15. Lift a hefty load
16. Sheep-like
17. Invoice qty.
18. Republic on Arabian Peninsula
19. *Aromatic additives
21. *Beer with Bloody Mary, e.g.
23. Major Uziel Gal-designed gun
24. Clarified butter
25. Although, for short
28. Distressed cry
30. Bamboozled
35. What a willow did?
37. J in B. J. King
39. Raspberry drupelets
40. Pelvic bones
41. Birch family tree
43. Banned apple spray
44. Impolite dinner sound
46. Left, Latin prefix
47. Dissenting clique
48. a.k.a. chickadee
50. Four seasons
52. Abode for #1 Down
53. Do, re or mi
55. Buddy Holly’s “Peggy ____”
57. *Measuring tool at a bar
60. *Not shaken
64. Dough or cabbage
65. “Gross!”
67. Lacking guile
68. “The Day the World ____ Still”
69. Intelligence org.
70. Ruhr’s industrial center
71. Job for a body shop
72. Finish
73. Condemn

DOWN
1. #1 Across, sing.
2. Jeans maker Strauss
3. Leave out
4. Swahili and other languages
5. One of the seven dwarfs
6. Victorian one and Elizabethan one, e.g.

7. *Liquor in Hurricane and Painkiller
8. *Verb related to hangover
9. Fine print add-ons
10. Feeble
11. Above and beyond
12. Mightier than sword
15. Shenzi of “The Lion King”
20. *Spanish dry red wine
22. “For ____ a Jolly Good Fellow”
24. Seductive stare (2 words)
25. *Citrus peel
26. Greeting
27. Laudanum ingredient
29. *Same as rail at a bar
31. South American wood sorrels
32. Trickeries
33. Roleplay
34. *Like martini with olive brine
36. Queen of Hearts’ pastry
38. Campbell of “Scream” fame
42. Cook in the oven
45. Sent a modern message
49. Ballerina’s support

51. Decayed or disintegrated
54. Cease-fire
56. Use other end of pencil
57. Burlap fiber
58. Desktop picture
59. Small cave
60. Herring’s cousin
61. Microprocessor design, acr.
62. “____ and anon”
63. Controvert
64. Psychedelic drug
66. *Liquor in Tom Collins and Gimlet

EASY COCONUT 
MACAROONS

Shelley’s Sweet Spot
SHELLEY SUTER

INGREDIENTS:
• 4 egg whites
• ½ cup granulated sugar
��'DVK�RI�VDOW��DURXQG�ǩ�ó�WVS
• ½ tsp almond extract
• 1 tsp vanilla extract
• 4 cups sweetened coconut, 

shredded

INSTRUCTIONS:
• Preheat oven 350 degrees. Line 

a baking sheet with parchment 
paper.

• In a large bowl, add egg whites, 
sugar, salt, almond extract and 
vanilla extract.

• With a hand mixer, beat egg 
white mixture until thick and 
frothy, about 2-3 minutes.

• Add coconut to egg white mix-
ture, and stir until combined.

• With a small cookie scoop or 
two spoons, scoop the macaroons 
into 1-inch balls, and place on the 
baking sheet, 1 to 2 inches apart.

• Bake for about 20-25 minutes, 
or until the macaroons are golden 
brown.

COCONUT MACAROONS
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The Christmas holiday 
season is all about 
children. 

It begins with the birth of 
a special child in a stable in 
D�IDU�R൵�ODQG�DQG�SURJUHVVHV�
to the celebration of that 
birth in the various traditions 
that have evolved into our 
culture of today. Growing up 
as little ones, we were read 
and taught nursery rhymes 
DQG�VWRULHV��2IWHQ��RXU�¿UVW�
books were those of Mother 
Goose and fairytales. 

The Brothers Grimm 
held true to their family 
name. Their German tales of 
“Hansel and Gretel,” “Snow 
White” and “The Glass 
&R൶Q´�ZLOO�NHHS�\RX�RXW�RI�
the forest for the rest of your 
life. “Now children, I am 
going to read you a Grimm 
fairytale entitled, ‘The Girl 
Without Hands.’ It certainly 
beats playing UNO any 
day.”

We think of these stories 
and rhymes as childish folly, 
but actually, if we really look 
at the story being told or the 
meaning or history behind 
them, we get a far darker 
picture. 

For instance, take the tale 
of the “Three Little Pigs.” 
As we all know, the story of 
the three little pigs involves 
a straw house, a stick house, 
and a brick house. Mean old 
0U��:ROI�KX൵V�DQG�SX൵V�DQG�
EORZV�GRZQ�WKH�¿UVW�WZR�
houses but can’t manage to 
blow down the third house. 

The moral of the story 
is that hard work and care 
for planning lead to lasting 
success while shortcuts may 
leave you vulnerable. The 
story has an important lesson 
to impart, but if I were a 
ZROI��,�ZRXOG�¿OH�VRPH�OHJDO�
action on defamation. 

Mr. Wolf is a common evil 
persona in more than one of 
these tales. 

Take, for instance, “Little 
Red Riding Hood.” Red 
is traveling through the 
ominous forest carrying a 
basket of goodies to take to 
Grandma. 
:HOO��DV�,�UHDG�LW��¿UVW�

of all, Little Red is a bit 
of a conniving gal. She is 
taking Grandma some fried 
chicken to make sure that 
she is moved to the top of 
the list in Granny’s will. 
What wolf can resist the 
smell of 11 herbs and spices 
wafting through the forest? 
I can see using this one to 
preach “stranger danger” to 
the kids.

The rhyme “Baa, Baa, 
Black Sheep” seems void of 
any ominous connotations, 
but it was actually about the 
Great Custom, a tax on wool 
that was introduced in 1275. 

Because of the use of the 
color “black” and the word 
“master” has led some to 
retroactively assign a racial 
message to it. The political 
correctness era of today 
caused some schools to 
ban it from being repeated 
in classrooms. Others that 
chose to keep the rhyme 
simply replaced the word 
black for something deemed 
OHVV�R൵HQVLYH�²�DQG�WKXV�
came about “Baa, Baa, Rain-
bow Sheep.” I heard what 
you just said after reading 
that!

If you are a student of 
world history, you probably 
already know the rhyme 
“Mary, Mary, Quite Con-
trary” is about Queen Mary I 
of England. 
0DU\�ZDV�D�¿HUFH�EHOLHYHU�

in Catholicism. She gained 
the moniker of Bloody Mary 
for the execution of hun-
dreds of Protestants during 
her reign from 1553-1558. 

The line referring to silver 
bells and cockleshells are 
QRW�UHIHUULQJ�WR�ÀRZHUV�VKH�
is cultivating but actual de-
vices used in torture. These 
instruments were attached 
to male genitals. How about 
that mental picture, boys 
and girls? What we believed 
as children to be a simple 
rhyme of a conversation be-
tween two Master Gardeners 
EHFRPHV�WRWDOO\�GL൵HUHQW�

Bloody Mary got a lot of 

airtime for her exploits to 
expunge Martin Luther’s 
converts. The simple rhyme 
about some vision chal-
lenged rodents is not what 
we innocently believed. 

“Three Blind Mice” is 
believed to be a group of 
3URWHVWDQW�ELVKRSV�²�+XJK�
Latimer, Nicholas Radley 
and The Archbishop of Can-
terbury, Thomas Cranmer 
²�ZKR��XQVXFFHVVIXOO\��
conspired to overthrow the 
queen and were burned at 
the stake for their heresy. 

Critics suggest that the 
blindness in the title refers to 
their religious beliefs. I smell 
something burning, children.

These rhymes were even 
put into song. 

How many of us have 
joined hands and danced 
around in a circle, singing 
“Here We go Round the 
Mulberry Bush?” The song 
seems placid enough, but 
it is believed that the song 
refers to England’s 420-year-
ROG�:DNH¿HOG�3ULVRQ�ZKHUH�
the female prisoners would 
exercise around a mulberry 
tree. 

Not exactly what we had 
in mind out on the play-
ground of our youth. 

That brings us to another 
childhood circle dance. This 
RQH�KDV�D�ELW�RI�FRQÀLFWLQJ�
opinions as to its origin. 
Since most of these nurs-
ery rhymes are more than 
two centuries old, there are 
GL൵HULQJ�WKHRULHV�

One of the most debated 
of these is the infamous 
“Ring Around the Rosie.” 
7KH�¿UVW�DQG�PRVW�SRSXODU�
theory of its meaning is in 
reference to the 1665 Great 
Plague of London. 

“The rosie” is the rash 
WKDW�FRYHUHG�WKH�D൷LFWHG��
the smell from which they 
attempted to cover up with 
“a pocket full of posies.” 
The plague killed nearly 
15 percent of the country’s 
population, which makes 
WKH�¿QDO�YHUVH�²�³$VKHV��
$VKHV��:H�DOO�IDOO�GRZQ�´�²�
rather self-explanatory. 

Another less adopted 
version is the religious ban 
on dancing for Protestants in 
the 19th century in Britain 
and the United States. In this 
way, the children could play 
and be allowed to “dance” in 
a fashion. I myself subscribe 
to the more macabre plague 
version.

Whether you sang it as 
“Itsy Bisty” or as “Eency 
Weency Spider,” one of the 
¿UVW�VRQJV�VXQJ�WR�D�FKLOG�LV�
not simply about the chal-
lenges of being an arachnid. 
Some believe its origins 
to come from Cockney 
England and in reference 
to a drunk trying his best to 
navigate his way homeward.

That’s right, let’s gather 
all the toddlers together and 
sing a song about an old 
drunken bum. 

And let’s not forget old 
“Humpty Dumpty.” Mr. 

Dumpty was actually a 
gigantic cannon used by the 
Royalists during the English 
Civil War in 1648. The 
cannon was placed at the top 
of the St. Mary-at-the-Walls 
church tower until the ene-
my blew up the building and 
old Humpty came tumbling 
down. 

Continuing the topic of 
girth, we have “Georgie 
Porgie.” It is well accepted 
that this little ditty is about 
Prince Regent George IV 
of Britain. He was ridiculed 
often in print for his hefty 
weight and his reputation 
for over indulgence in all 
manners of lust after food 

and women. It is reputed 
that he produced many an 
illegitimate branch on the 
royal family tree. Hence the 
pudding, pie and making the 
girls cry. 

Oh my, in today’s political 
climate, many a catchy 
nursery rhyme could end up 
becoming part of the library 
for future generations.

In thinking about possible 
nursery rhyme subjects of 
today, the term “Weasel” just 
“popped” in my head. The 
popular song we sang had 
nothing to do with a rodent 
or sleazy politician. Over the 
centuries terms and slang 
have changed. 

Once upon a time, people 
called a winter coat a “wea-
sel.” The act of pawning 
something was known as 
“popping.” So the song “Pop 
Goes the Weasel” is about 
pawning a bare necessity in 
RUGHU�WR�PDNH�HQGV�PHHW�²�
just the type of comforting 
song for the kiddos. 

Finally, as we put the little 
ones to bed, we often sing a 
soft soothing lullaby such as 
“Rock-a-bye-baby.” 

Well just in the lyrics, we 
have a bit of mild violence. 
Perhaps my fear of heights 
began while in my crib my 
subconscious banked the 
memory of “when the bow 
breaks” and the cradle falls 
… well baby, you are in a 
world of hurt. 

The song actually refers to 
the Glorious Revolution in 
England. The baby in ques-
tion is believed to be the son 
of King James II, who was 
believed to have been anoth-
er man’s child smuggled in 
the room to assure a Roman 
Catholic heir. It is supposed 
that the “wind” in the song 
may the Protestant forces 
coming in from the Neth-
erlands with the precarious 
cradle being the House of 
Stuart. The earliest recorded 
version of the words to this 
song in print contained the 
footnote: “This may serve as 
a warning to the Proud and 
Ambitious, who climb so 
high that they generally fall 
at last”.

Stephen King or Edgar 
Alan Poe couldn’t imagine 
such horrors as the early 
VWRU\�WHOOHUV�KDYH�VHHQ�¿W�WR�
implant in our infant minds. 

After writing this, I think 
about the scene of the family 
gathered around listening 
to Dad reading “T’was the 
Night Before Christmas.” 

For me, what was once 
a festive tale of the power 
of belief now has turned 
instead into a story of home 
invasion? Perhaps we would 
EH�EHWWHU�R൵�MXVW�UHDGLQJ�WKH�
world news to the kids be-
fore putting them to bed. A 
good government rebel coup 
is always slumber inspiring, 
I think. 

The idea of dreaming of 
VXJDUSOXPV�LV�GH¿QLWHO\�
overrated.

If this article inspired 
you to recite your favorite 
nursery rhymes. let me know 
at historymusing 
smcc@gmail.com. 

The darkness of nursery rhymes and fairytales

‘Grandma, you look a little peaked!’ (Courtesy illustration)

History Musings
ELLEN WILSON-PRUITT

Let us dance around and sing about the Black Death! (Courtesy illustration)

(Courtesy illustration)

(Courtesy illustration)
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The Weekday students wrote 
many beautiful prayers of thanks to 
God late last month as Thanksgiv-
ing approached, and I thought you 
would enjoy reading them. 

God is so good to us, we encour-
aged the students to include Him in 
their Thanksgiving celebration. 

Enjoy reading some of the hearts 
of our third- and fourth-graders.

Dear God, 
Thank you for all the good things 

you have given me. Thank you for 
my family and the food. Thank you 
that my family has enough money 
to buy what we need. Thank you 
for Jesus dying on the cross for our 
sins, and thank you for helping me 
with things I need help with. 

In Jesus’ name, amen

Dear God, 
Thank you for giving me a safe 

neighborhood to live in North 
Kitchen Road, which is a wonderful 
place to live. Also, if animals can 
go to heaven, please let Dexter in. 
If you do, please take care of him. 
And if Nana went to heaven, take 
care of her, too. Both Nana and 
Dexter were special to me. I love 
you so much. 

In Jesus’ name, amen

Dear God, 
Thank you for the food we eat, my 

happy family is a blessing and for 
a strong and happy house. Please 
help people in need. Thank you for 
my amazing friends and teachers. 
Thank you for letting me come here 
and for letting me and my family be 
safe and joyful. Thank you for all 
the awesome moments and memo-
ries. Thanks for all the animals and 

living creatures around my friends 
and family. 

In Jesus’ name, amen 

Dear God, 
Thank you for this day, and thank 

you for all our blessings in our 
lives. Thank you that we have a free 
country. I am thankful for my fami-
ly and my friends and for having a 
church to go to. I am thankful for 
my parents and my sister. 

In Jesus’ name, amen 

Dear God, 
Thank you for our animals, our 

pets, our food, sisters, brothers and 
parents. You’ve been so kind and 
gracious for letting us go to church. 
Thank you for our homes and for 
our friends, school, and for your 

VDFUL¿FH�RI�\RXU�RQH�DQG�RQO\�VRQ�
and for letting me be good at show-
ing kindness to others. Also, for 
letting me be good at Bible Bowl 
and having a great community and 
learning your Word. 

In Jesus’ name, amen

Dear God,
Thank you for the food that you 

lay on my plate every night. I am so 
thankful for all the family you gave 
me. I am also thankful for the peo-
SOH�WKDW�¿JKW�ZLWK�WKHLU�OLYHV�IRU�XV��
Thank you for the evil that me and 
you have overcome with good. 

In Jesus’ name, amen 

Dear God, 
I hope everybody in this room 

has a great Thanksgiving. I thank 

God for this day. You are the best 
God. We love you. I hope you have 
a great Thanksgiving. God you are 
the best ever. You made everything 
in the world. 

In Jesus’ name, amen

Dear God, 
Thank you for the food on my ta-

ble. Thank you also for my parents 
and my friends. I am very grateful 
for my cat. Thank you for giving me 
the family I had before they passed. 
Thank you for everything I have and 
everything I will have. Thank you for 
my school and my home. I pray for 
everyone who is out there because, 
even though I may not know them, 
they are in my heart. And I am most 
thankful for me in this world. 

In Jesus’ name, amen  

Dear God, 
Thank you, God, for this day. 

Thank you for Mrs. Elliott and the 
boys and girls and babies, food, 
toys, family, friend, and our heart. 
And the houses that we have. Thank 
you for our cars, clothing that we 
wear.

In Jesus’ name, amen  

Dear God, 
Thank you for letting all of these 

amazing people on the planet. 
7KDQN� \RX� IRU� WKH� VWXৼ� \RX� JLYH��
did, and do. Thank you for the 
friends that helped. I should thank 
you sometimes you can’t save lives, 
EXW�\RX�GH¿QLWHO\�WU\��<RX�DUH�DPD]-
ing at everything you do. I love you, 
and please stay with people who 
are sick or injured. I love you, God. 

In Jesus’ name, amen  

Dear God, 
Thank you for the house you 

gave our family. You give me and 
my friends the life we have. Also, 
for the love you show me and the 
graceful, majestic, love you have 
shown me. I love you, and you love 
me. 

In Jesus’ name, amen  

I hope you enjoyed these prayers. 
I wish I had room to show them all. 

These are third- and fourth-grade 
students. Precious children. Thank 
you for letting us walk with them as 
we help them know this wonderful 
God we serve. 

Praying God will bless you all 
with His peace, love and joy. 

Contact us at Morgan County 
Schools of Weekday Religious 
Education, P.O. Box 1285, Mar-
tinsville, IN 46151. Or visit our 
website at wremorgancounty 
schools.org.

Children’s Thanksgiving prayers 
By Mickey Elliott
Weekday Religious Education

Alaska Christian Church • 7230 Lewisville Road, 
Quincy • 317-383-6300 • Facebook: Alaska Christian 
Church • alaskaorgan@gmail.com • Pastor Mike Wall 
• Sunday blended worship 11 a.m., as well as kids 
worship/nursery 

Centennial Christian Church • 1510 Centennial Road, 
Martinsville • martinsvilleccc@gmail.com • Interim 
Pastor Keenan Steinway • Sunday service at 10:30 a.m.

Good Shepherd Baptist Church • 1150 State Road 144, 
Mooresville • 317-831-1279 • gsbcindy.com • info@
gsbcindy.com • Pastor Brandon Sichting • Sunday 
School at 9:15 a.m., morning worship at 10:30 a.m., 
evening worship at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study at 11 a.m., small groups at 7 p.m. 

Prince of Peace Lutheran • 3496 E. Morgan St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-2004 • popmartinsville.org 
• popchurchlcms@hotmail.com • Pastor Nathan 
Janssen • Sundays at 9 a.m., Wednesdays at noon

River Valley Christian Church • 4295 Egbert Road, 
Martinsville • 765-349-2700 or 765-318-2741 • river-
valleychristianchurch.com • kevinable@rivervalley-
christianchurch.com • Kevin Able • Sunday worship 
at 10 a.m., Wednesday Bible Study at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday adult bible study at 10 a.m.

Spirit of Life Church • 189 W. Indiana St., Martinsville 
• 765-342-8123 • slcmartinsville.org • slcstudentmin-
istries@gmail.com • Pastor Kenny Collier • Sunday 
Service with Kids Classes at 10 a.m., Sunday Youth 
Group at 6 p.m., Monday Bible Studies 6:30 p.m.

Zion’s Hill Baptist Church • 5050 Turkey Track Road, 
Martinsville • 765-349-3862 • zionshillbc.com • 
church.zionshill@gmail.com • Pastor Warner Swopes 
• Sunday service 9:30 a.m., Sunday School/Connec-
tion Groups follow service.  

Morgan Street Church of Christ • 540 E. Morgan St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-6027 • morganstreetchurchof-
christ.com • davidknoy@att.net • Preacher Robert 
Hawkins • Sunday Bible study 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
service at 6 p.m., Sunday service at 10:30 a.m. and 
6 p.m.

St. Martin of Tours Catholic Church • 1720 E. Harrison 
St., Martinsville • 765-342-6379 • stmtours.org • 
parishoffice@stmtours.org • Rev. Stephen Giannini • 
Saturday confession at 3 p.m., Mass at 4 p.m.; Sun-
day Mass at 10 a.m.; Tuesday and Thursday Mass at 
8:10 a.m. Check website for Holy Days of Obligation.

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church • 1109 E. Morgan St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-1682 • stmarysmartinsville.
com • stmarys1109@gmail.com • Rev. Todd Kissam • 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

First Methodist Church of Martinsville • 3150 Myra 
Lane, Martinsville • 765-342-3558 • fmcmartinsville.
org • office@fmcmartinsville.org • Pastor Chris 
Klingenfus  • Sunday service at 9 a.m.

First Baptist Church • 1109 E. Columbus St., Mar-
tinsville • 765-342-3616 • firstbaptistmartinsville.
org • fbcmart@sbcglobal.net • Pastor John Maples • 
Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. 

Paragon Christian Church • 290 Main St., Paragon 
• 765-537-2683 • Facebook: Paragon Christian • 
paragon.christian.church@gmail.com • Pastor Luke 
Jackson • Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

Life of Love MC • 265 Morton Ave., Martinsville • 765-
341-9466 • lol-mc.com • lolmc@gmail.com • Jason and 
Shelly Abney • Sunday prayer at 10 a.m., service at 11 
a.m., Wednesday service at 7 p.m.

Gospel Lighthouse Assembly • 340 Hoosier St., 
Morgantown • 865-253-4109 • f.criswell112@att.net • 
Rev. Frank Criswell • Sunday at 10 a.m., Wednesday 
at 6 p.m. 

Monrovia Christian Church • 710 Gordon Road, Mon-
rovia • 317-996-2812 • monroviacc.org • mccoffice@
ccrtc.com • Pastor Richard Dickison • Sunday at 9:30 
a.m.

First Presbyterian Church • 240 E. Washington St., 
Martinsville • 765-342-3282 • fpcmartinsivlle.org 
• office@fpcmartinsville.org • Rev. John Erickson • 
Sunday at 10 a.m. 

Hoosier Harvest Church • 4085 Leonard Road, 
Martinsville • 765-349-0552 • hhchurch.com • 
Susie@hhchurch.com • Pastor Chris Page • Sunday 
at 10 a.m.

Grace Church Camby • 4172 E. Allison Road, Camby 
• 317-831-0798 • discovergrace.net • info@discover-
grace.net • Sunday at 9:30 and 11 a.m.

Zion’s Hill Baptist Church • 5050 Turkey Track 
Road, Martinsville • 765-349-3862 • zionshillbc.
com • church.zionshill@gmail.com • Pastor Warner 
Swopes • Sunday at 9:30 a.m. followed by Sunday 
School.

New View Community Church (nondenom) • 4265 
Wilbur Road, Martinsville • newviewcc.com • info@
newviewcc.com • Pastor Brian Fleener • Sunday 
School at 9:45 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m., Wednes-
day at 6 p.m.

Olive Christian Church • 1967 N. Olive Church Road, 
Paragon • 765-537-2415 • Facebook.com/olivechris-
tianchurch.in • Pastor Kurt Berger • Sunday service 
at 9:30 a.m., Sunday School at 11 a.m.

Hynsdale Christian Church • 1067 Old St. Rd. 67, 
Martinsville • annievv@peoplepc.com • Pastor 
Susan Hanscom • Sunday service at 10 a.m.

Church of Christ • 800 S. Crawford St., Mar-
tinsville • martinsvillecoc.org • churchof-
christelders@gmail.com • Sundays at 10 a.m., 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Martinsville Church of the Firstborn • 2032 Ind. 
252, Martinsville • 765-342-4565 • mcotf252@gmail.
com • Pastor Max Piercefield • Sunday service and 
children’s church at 10 a.m.

Whitaker Baptist Church • 3490 S. Lingle Road, 
Paragon • 812-879-4498 • whitakerbaptistvbs@
gmail.com • Pastor Charles Tinsley • Sunday School 
at 9:30 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible study at 7 p.m.

M1 Church of the Nazarene • 1609 John R. Wooden 
Drive, Martinsville • 765-342-2269 • m1nazarene.
org • Pastor Jeff Floyd • Sunday School at 9 a.m., 
service at 10 a.m., Wednesday youth/kids at 6:30 
p.m., Bible study at 7 p.m.

Mt. Gilead Church • 6019 E. Ind. 144, Mooresville • 
317-831-1900 • mgchurch.org • Senior Minister Jeff 
Faull • Sunday services at 9 and 10:30 a.m. 

Brooklyn Christian Church • 7 S. Church St., Brook-
lyn • 317-840-8789 • Pastor Doug Burns • dburnsna-
vy@gmail.com • Sunday service at 10:40 a.m.

Eastview Christian Church • 2745 Old Morgantown 
Road, Martinsville • 765-342-4483 • ecc@eastview-
christianchurch.org • eastviewchristianchurch.org 
• Senior minister Nathan Crowe • Sunday school at 
9 a.m., service at 10 a.m. 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) • 525 N. 
Indiana St., Mooresville • 317-831-2777 • firstc-
cmooresville.org • office@firstccmooresville.org • 
Pastor Glenda Survance • Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

Faith Missionary Church • 1895 St. Rd. 44, Martins-
ville • 765-342-2228 • myfaithchurch.org • info@
myfaithchurch.org • Pastor Matt Tucker • Sundays 
at 10 a.m. with nursery and children’s services. 

First Christian Church of Martinsville (Disciples of 
Christ) • 89 S. Main St., Martinsville • 765-342-3461 • 
fccmartinsville.org • Facebook: First Christian Church 
of Martinsville, Indiana • Rev. Roxie McNelly • Sunday 
service at 9:30 a.m. (previous week’s sermon on 102.3 
WCBK at 9:30 a.m.); discipleship classes at 10:30 a.m. 

Liberty Christian Church • 2010 Liberty Church Road, 
Martinsville • 765-342-8519 • officelccmartinsville@
gmail.com • lccmartinsville.org • Pastor Dewayne 
Liebrandt • Sunday service at 9 a.m., Sunday School at 
10:15 a.m. and contemporary service at 6:30 p.m.

Life Pointe Community Church • 825 N. Indiana St., 
Mooresville • 317-831-0659 • lpcommunity.com • 
medens@lpcommunity.org • Pastor Jeff Thomas • 
Sunday service with kids programming at 10:30 a.m. 

Mooresville Friends Church • 50 N. Monroe St., 
Mooresville • 317-831-2800 • mooresvillefriends.net 
• mooresvillefriends@att.net • Pastor Stan Banker, 
Presiding Clerk of Meeting John Heshelman • Sunday 
service at 10:30 a.m.

New Life Community Wesleyan Church • 4356 E. Ind. 
144, Mooresville • 317-372-7757 • nlcw-church.com • 
info@nlcw-church.com • Pastor Michael Linville II • 
Sunday service at 10:30 a.m. 

Mooresville Free Methodist Church • 20 Star Lane, 
Mooresville • 317-831-3874 • mooresvillefmchurch.org • 
mooresvillefmc.pastor@gmail.com • Pastor Jon Stemerick 
• Sunday service at 10 a.m. with doughnuts and coffee at 
9:30 a.m., Wednesday prayer meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

Mooresville First United Methodist • 900 Indianapolis 
Road, Mooresville •  317-831-3376 • MooresvilleFUMC.
org • Rev. Dr. Amber Karkosky-Litten • Blended Sunday 
worship at 9:15 a.m. 

Pleasant Grove Christian Church • 6605 Maple Grove 
Road, Martinsville • 765-342-6277 • Pastor Jim Land • 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m. 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church • 1200 N. Indiana St., 
Mooresville • 317-831-4142 • stm-church.org • pweber@
stm-church.org • Father Joseph Newton  • Saturday at 
5:30 p.m., Sunday at 10:45 a.m. 

Eminence Baptist Church • Intersection of Ind. 42 and 
142 • 812-829-6358 • “First Baptist Church of Eminence 
Indiana” on Facebook • Pastor Billy G. Williams • Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m., worship at 10:30 a.m., Tuesday Bible 
study at 6 p.m. (carry-in dinner at 5:30 p.m.) 

New Life Baptist Church – Brooklyn • 8020 N. Old 
State Road 67, Mooresville • 317-831-5857 • pastor@
nlbc-mooresville.com • Sunday school at 10 a.m., ser-
vice at 11 a.m., evening service at 6 p.m., Wednesday 
services at 7 p.m. 

Five Points Baptist Church • 5596 E. Ind. 144, 
Mooresville • 317-831-5090 • fivepointsbaptist.net • 
Pastor Tony Gearlds • Sunday service at 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. 

Martinsville First Evangelical Methodist Church • 60 
W. Douglas St., Martinsville • martinsville1stemc@
gmail.com • Pastor Travis Fleener • Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m., service at 10:40 p.m., evening service at 6 
p.m., Wednesday at 7 p.m.  

Samaria Baptist Church • 10851 Baseline Road, Paragon • 
Interim Pastor Tim Cooper • tamerahick@sbcglobal.net • 
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m.

Community Church of Mooresville  • 61 W Harrison St, 
Mooresville • 317-831-7554 • www.ccmooresville.com 
• elders.ccom@gmail.com • Randy Weddle • Sunday 
service at 11:15 a.m. 

Paragon Bible Baptist Church • 269 W. Union St. • 
paragonbiblebaptist@gmail.com • Sunday morning 
service 11 a.m., Sunday afternoon 4:30 p.m., Wednes-
day Bible study 6:30 p.m. 

Abounding Worship Center • 1795 Centerton Road, 
Martinsville • 317-831-1084 • Pastor Ken Hayden • 
Sunday service at 10:30 a.m., Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

Martinsville Baptist Tabernacle • 2189 Burton Lane, 
Martinsville • 765-342-0501 • mbttcm.org/mbt • info@
mbttcm.org • Pastor David Zempel • Sunday School 
at 9:30 a.m., services at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.

Holy Trinity Reformed Church • 7542 E. Landersdale 
Road, Camby • 912-978-0279 • reformedholytrinity.
org • reformedholytrinity@gmail.com • Pastor James 
Brown Jr. • Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., worship at 
10:30 a.m., Wednesday prayer at 7 p.m.

Life Line Baptist Church • 13387 N Slideoff Road, 
Camby • 317-856-1112 • lifelinebaptist.net • pastor@
lifelinebaptist.net • Tim Lindsey, II • Sunday School at 
9.30 a.m., worship at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wednes-
days at 6.30 p.m.

First Christian Church of Morgantown • 2717 S. 
Morgantown Road in Morgantown • 812-597-0336 • 
fccmorgantown.org • shelley@fccmorgantown.org • 
Senior Pastor Burt Brock • Sunday service at  9 a.m. in 
person and on FB live

Mt. Pleasant Christian Church of Hall • 5830 W. Hurt 
Road • Pastor Randy Weddle • mpccpastor.randy@
yahoo.com • Sundays at 10 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study at 6:30 p.m.

Eminence Christian Church • 6597 North Forest Street 
• 765-528-2312 • Eminencechristianchurch.org • Sun-
day School at 9:30 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m.

Gasburg Baptist Church • 11564 N Gasburg Road, 
Mooresville  • 317-996-2112 • gasburgbaptistchurch.
com • Info@gasburgbaptistchurch.com • Pastor Chris 
Thorne • Sunday service at 10:15 a.m. • info@gasburg-
baptistchurch.com

Waverly Park Global Methodist • 8525 N. Main St., 
Martinsville • 317-422-1514 • wvanhorn317@embarq-
mail.com • Pastor Bill Vanhorn • Sunday 9:30 a.m.

Banta Global Methodist • 6594 N. Banta Road, Bargers-
ville • 317-422-1514 • wvanhorn317@embarqmail.com • 
Pastor Bill Vanhorn • Sunday 10:45 a.m.

West Union Friends Meeting • 2038 W. Ind. 42, 
Monrovia • 317-446-1904 • halee146@aol.com • Sunday 
service at 10 a.m.

Corinth Baptist Church • 4875 Plano Road, Martinsville 
• 765-528-2388 • Pastor Jeff Brewer • Sunday School at 
9:45 a.m., service at 10:30 a.m.

Church DirectoryChurch Directory
INFORMATION
Get your church added to the directory by 
visiting tinyurl.com/mccchurch.

Sponsor the directory. Contact ads@morgan 
countycorrespondent.com or 317-989-6045.
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ACCEPTANCE POLICY
Any advertising, print or mail job or promo-
tional product offered by a person to an em-
ployee or agent of the newspaper is subject 
to final acceptance by the Publisher at any 
time prior to publication or distribution.

The Publisher reserves the right to refund 
any money paid, to reject any offer to ad-
vertise or to cancel any advertisement, 
print, mail or promotional job. 

Abbreviations, copy and entire ads are 
subject to final approval of the Publisher 
or his agent and the newspaper reserves 
the right to revise or reject advertisement 
or any portion thereof which is deemed 
objectionable or opposed to public policy 
or the policy of this newspaper. The right 
to classify ads is also reserved.

INDIANA CLASSIFIED  
ADVERTISING NETWORK

ADVERTISERS: You can place a 25-word 

classified ad in more than 140 newspapers 
across the state for as little as $340.00 
with one order and paying with one check 
through ICAN, Indiana Classified Advertis-
ing Network.  For Information contact the 
classified department of your local news-
paper or call ICAN direct at Hoosier State 
Press Association, (317) 803-4772.

FOR SALE - SERVICES & MISCELLANEOUS
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature unlim-
ited talk and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, call 1-855-
572-5165
 
Prepare for power outages with Briggs & 
Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) standby gen-
erators - the most powerful home stand-
by generators available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty - 7 years ($849 
value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs & Stratton 1-877-798-0270.
 
DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Noth-
ing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and 
get your first three months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and 
Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-888-885-8931

Replace your roof with the best looking 
and longest lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and multi-
ple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-781-6023
 
FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care 
for you and get paid! Paid by Medicaid. 
Choose family or friends as your paid 
caregiver. Check your eligibility today! Call 
FreedomCare now! 1-844-563-4012
 
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe Step 1-855-
743-1911
 
Acculevel. Your foundation repair and 
basement waterproofing experts. Wheth-
er basement, crawl space or concrete 
slab we’ll guide you on the right path to 
a healthy home. Act now! Up to $600 off. 
Restrictions apply. Call for a free consulta-
tion. 1-877-229-0197
 
Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty 

with qualifying purchase. Call 1-866-953-
2203 today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power move.
 
SunSetter. America’s Number One Awning! 
Instant shade at the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or patio into an out-
door oasis. Up to 10-year limited warranty. 
Call now and SAVE $350 today! 1-855-801-
2797
 
When you want the best, you want Omaha 
Steaks! 100% guaranteed and delivered to 
your door! Our Butcher’s Deluxe Package 
comes with 8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash 
Burgers ONLY $89.99.  Call 1-866-488-3469 
and mention code 79797ZEH or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/Deluxe2798                                                                          

HEALTH/MEDICAL/INSURANCE
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 877-930-3271
 
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-844-244-7025 www.
dental50plus.com/hoosier #6258

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses.Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 833-467-0943 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/hoosier

NOTICES
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-855-655-7718
 
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-877-414-2352 today!
 
Become a Published Author. We want 
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Con-
sultation, Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution.
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorranceinfo.com/hoo-
sier

Announcements

&ODVVLÀHGV

PUBLIC NOTICES

ICAN

ORDER
Date: 12/5/25
Homeowner: Rose Marie Gaskins 
Mortgage Company: N/A
Address: 3068 W. Hinshaw Road
Pursuant to IC 36-7-9-5(a)(7) and Monrovia ordinances 151.01-151.08:
You are being notified that your property is in violation of the Indiana Unsafe 

Building Code. 
Specifically: 
• Multiple piles of debris scattered throughout the premises. 
• The structure is severely damaged by fire and is unsafe for entry. 
• The foundation shows signs of deterioration, compromising structural integrity. 
• The center support beam is unsound, further increasing the risk of collapse. 
• The building and surrounding area are unsafe for entry or pedestrian access.

You are hereby ordered to perform the following work immediately: Complete 
demolition and removal of the remaining residential structure and all related structures 
on the property along with removal of all property, junk, trash, debris and remnants 
from the property. 

You have until 1/5/26 to complete the repairs

A hearing is required, and will be held on January 13th, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Monrovia Government Center in front of the Monrovia Plan Commission, you are 
entitled to appear at the hearing with or without legal counsel, present evidence, 
cross-examine opposing witnesses, and present arguments.

Failure to comply with this order, and if the Monrovia Plan Commission finds that 
there has been a willful failure to comply, the Monrovia Plan Commission can impose a 
civil penalty in an amount not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000). The Monrovia 
Plan Commission may impose one (1) or more additional civil penalties in an amount not 
to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000) per civil penalty. An additional civil penalty may 
be imposed if the hearing authority finds that:

(1) significant work on the premises to comply with the affirmed order has not been 
accomplished; and

(2) the premises have a negative effect on property values or the quality of life of the 
surrounding area or the premises require the provision of services by local government 
in excess of the services required by ordinary properties.

Failing to pay the fines will result in a judgment being sought against you and a 
lien placed on the property.   If the Town is forced to act on this Order and complete 
the work as ordered, you will be liable for the fees and costs associated with the work 
pursuant to IC 36-7-9-7.  Failure to pay those fees and costs will also result in a judgment 
being sought against you and a lien placed on the property.  The outstanding amounts 
due will also be reported to the County Auditor and placed on the tax duplicate for the 
property as a Special Assessment.

Before selling or transferring any interest in the property, you are required to supply 
full information regarding this order to a person who takes or agrees to take a substan-
tial property interest in the unsafe premises before transferring or agreeing to transfer 
that interest; and you must, within five (5) days after transferring or agreeing to 
transfer a substantial property interest in the unsafe premises, supply the enforcement 
authority with written copies of:

(A) the full name, address, and telephone number of the person taking a substantial 
property interest in the unsafe premises; and

(B) the legal instrument under which the transfer or agreement to transfer the 
substantial property interest is accomplished.

Enforcement Authority: Monrovia Building Inspector, George Edward Menzel Jr, 3024 
W. Hinshaw Rd, Monrovia, IN, 46157. 317-371-0514 

As an alternative to seeking a determination of abandonment under any other 
statute:

(1) the executive of a county, city, or town that has jurisdiction in the location of a 
property may petition a court for a determination that the property is abandoned; or

(2) an enforcement authority, as defined by IC 36-7-9-2, may seek a determination 
from a hearing authority under IC 36-7-9. The hearing authority may make a determina-
tion of abandonment using the standards set forth in IC 32-30-10.6-5 after notice to the 
owner and a hearing under IC 36-7-9-7.

Sincerely,

George Edward Menzel Jr
Building Inspector
Town of Monrovia, Indiana
townmanager@monrovia.in.gov; 317-996-6114 ext 1

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of Martinsville Civil City, Morgan County, 

Indiana, that the proper legal officers will consider Salary Ordinance 2025-1900 at the 
Council Chambers, City Hall (59 S. Jefferson Street, Martinsville, IN 46151) at 6:00 o’clock 
p.m., on the 16th day of December 2025 at the Park Board Meeting.

Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be heard.  
Dated: December 3, 2025
Benjamin K Merida – Clerk Treasurer

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THE TAXPAYERS OF MORGAN COUNTY, INDIANA, 

THAT THE  MORGAN COUNTY COUNCIL AT THEIR REGULAR MEETING PLACE AT 5:00 
P.M. MONDAY,  DECEMBER 22, 2025, WILL CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL 
APPROPRIATIONS IN  EXCESS OF THE BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2025. GENERAL FUND 
(1000) $1,500.00,  1000.21100.00000.0275 JURY ADMINISTRATOR SUPPLIES, $1,000.00, 
1000.36100.00000.0275 JURY  ADMINISTRATOR CONTRACTUAL SERVICES. EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL SERVICES FUND (1151)  $110,000.00, 1151.49002.00000.0000 AMBULANCE LEASE 
PURCHASE RAINY DAY FUND (1186) $271,848.00, 1186.44191.00000.0068 ADMIN BLDG 
BOILER REPLACEMENT.  TAXPAYERS APPEARING AT THE MEETING SHALL HAVE A RIGHT TO 
BE HEARD. APPROPRIATIONS, AS  FINALLY MADE WILL BE REFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT 
OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE. THE  BOARD WILL MAKE A WRITTEN DETERMINATION AS 
TO THE SUFFICIENCY OF FUNDS TO SUPPORT  THE APPROPRIATIONS MADE WITHIN (15) DAYS 
OF RECEIPT OF A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE ACTION  TAKEN. 

PUBLISH: DECEMBER 11, 2025 LINDA PRUITT MORGAN COUNTY CORRESPONDENT 
MORGAN COUNTY AUDITOR

STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF MORGAN

MORGAN SUPERIOR COURT NO. 3 
CAUSE NO. 55D03-2511-PL-002782 

HENRY PIKE, AND 
SHERRY PIKE, 

PLAINTIFFS. 

VS. 

WARREN D. GASKINS, AND BETTY S. GASKINS, AND BRANDON 
D. OLNICK AND DANIELLE N. OLNICK, AND DAVID RAMIREZ AND 
MAGDALENA RAMIREZ, AND STEPHEN D. SMITH AND ALICE 
F. SMITH, AND RYAN G. GRAVENS AND NICKY M. CRAVENS, AND BEN-
JAMIN J. MAYES AND KATELYNN P. SUTTON, AND DANA E. NEITZEL 
AND ROBYN R.B. NEITZEL, AND ANY AND ALL OTHER UNKNOWN 
DEFENDANTS, AND THE WORLD. 

 
DEFENDANTS. 

SERVICE OF SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
This service is directed to the unknown Defendants who may 

claim any interest in real estate described as follows: 
Part of the East Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 

4, Township 13 North, Range 2 East, Morgan County, Indiana, 
described as follows: 

Commencing at an iron pipe, found at the intersection of 
county roads, which marks the northeast corner of the above 
captioned East Half of the Southwest Quarter; thence South no 
degrees 07 minutes 15 seconds East (assumed bearing of the east 
line of the East Half of the Southwest Quarter), with said east line 
and in the county road, 859.96 feet to the southeast corner of 
the twenty-six and one-half (26.5) acre parcel described in Instru-
ment Number 20112274 and the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel 

herein described; thence continuing South no degrees 07 minutes 
15 seconds East, with said east line and in the county road, 
29.04 feet to the northeast corner of Parcel Number One (1) in an 
un-platted division of parcels known as “Kitchen Woods Estates”, 
the original survey of which is recorded in Survey Record 6 Page 
51 in the Office of the Recorder of Morgan County (for reference, 
an iron pipe was found North 23 degrees 51 minutes East, 0.39 
feet); thence South 88 degrees 23 minutes 45 seconds West, with 
the north line of said “Kitchen Woods Estates”, 1344.30 feet to 
an iron pin with cap engraved “Holloway S0530” on the west line 
of the East Half, said iron pin marking the northwest corner of 
Parcel Number Eight (8) in “Kitchen Woods Estates”; thence North 
no degrees 04 minutes 08 seconds East, with the west line of the 
East Half of the Southwest Quarter, a distance of 26.23 feet to 
the southest corner of the aforesaid 26.5 acre parcel described 
in Instrument Number 20112274; thence North 88 degrees 16 min-
utes 31 seconds East, with the south line of said 6.5 acre parcel, a 
distance of 1344.29 feet to the Point of Beginning. 

Containing 0.853 acres, more or less, and subject to the right-
of-way for the county road on the east side of the parcel, and to 
any other rights-of way, easements or restrictions of record or 
observable. 

You are notified that you have been named as a Defendant 
in the referenced matter. The nature of the suit is a Complaint 
to Quiet Title and for Adverse Possession to real estate which is 
described above and is located in Mooresville, Morgan County, 
Indiana 46158. 

If you claim any interest in the property described, you 
need to respond to this cause in the Morgan Superior Court 
No. 3 within thirty (30) days of the last day of publication of 
this Notice. Should you fail to respond, within that timeframe, 
default judgment will be entered for the relief requested by the 
Plaintiffs in the lawsuit. A complete copy of the Complaint may 
be examined in the Morgan Superior Court No. 3 under the above 
cause number. 

Dale S. Coffey, #18582-55 
BOREN, OLIVER & COFFEY, LLP 

59 North Jefferson Street 
Martinsville, Indiana 46151 

Telephone: 765-342-0147 
Telefax: 765-342-7322 

Email: dalecoffey@boclawyers.com

State of Indiana
County of Morgan

IN THE MORGAN COUNTY COURT
CAUSE NO.:  55C01-2511-MI-002873

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF: Maddox Tyler Jessup, Minor
Erin Jessup, Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Notice is hereby given that Petitioner, Erin Jessup, as a 

self-represented litigant, filed a Verified for Change of Name 
on _____ to change the name of Maddox Tyler Jessup to Maddox 
Nicolas Tallent.

The Petition is scheduled for hearing in the Morgan Circuit 
Court on February 13, 2026 at 9:30 a.m.. which is more than thirty 
(30) days after the third notice of publication. Any person has the 
right to appear at the hearing and to file written objections on or 
before the hearing date..  

     
November 20, 2025 /s/ Tammy Parker
Date  Clerk, Morgan Court

State of Indiana
County of Morgan

IN THE MORGAN COUNTY COURT
CAUSE NO.:  55C01-2511-MI-002874

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF: Miller Cruz Jessup, Minor

Erin Jessup, Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Notice is hereby given that Petitioner, Erin Jessup, as a 

self-represented litigant, filed a Verified for Change of Name on 
_____ to change the name of Maddox Tyler Jessup to Miller Cruz 
Tallent.

The Petition is scheduled for hearing in the Morgan Circuit 
Court on February 13, 2026 at 9:30 a.m.. which is more than thirty 
(30) days after the third notice of publication. Any person has the 
right to appear at the hearing and to file written objections on or 
before the hearing date..  

     
November 20, 2025 /s/ Tammy Parker
Date  Clerk, Morgan Court

State of Indiana
County of Morgan

IN THE COURT
CAUSE NO.:  55C01-2512-MI-002933

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF: Miguel Angel Saavedra Gallegos

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Miguel Angel Saavedra Gallegos, whose mailing address is: 

 and if different, my residence address is: 
 has filed a petition in the MORGAN County, Indiana, 
hereby gives notice that   has filed a petition in the  
 court requesting that his name be changed to           .

Notice is further given that the hearing will be held on said 
Petition on March 9, 2026 at 10:30 am

/s/ Miguel Saavedra
/s/ Judicial Officer
12/1/ 2025
Date

LEGAL NOTICES

TAKE OUT A CLASSIFIED AD AND LET THE WORLD KNOW!
Only $20 for the first 30 words and $15 for every 30 words thereafter. 

Call 765-201-0302 to place your ad or email  
office@morgancountycorrespondent.com. 

Please include your name and phone number in the email. 
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FRANCISCAN HEALTH A-FIB CLINIC OFFERS
•  Same-week appointments for newly diagnosed A-Fib patients

•  1-on-1 education with an A-Fib nurse coordinator

•  Accelerated referrals for tests and specialists 

•  Medicine management and personalized treatments

•  Assessment for a Left Atrial Appendage Occlusion device -  
a tiny implant placed through a simple procedure that  
may help protect your heart and reduce stroke risk.

MAKE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!
(317) 893-1911

LIFE DOESN’T PAUSE.
NEITHER SHOULD 

YOUR HEART.

Atrial Fibrillation (A-Fib) can show up as a flutter or blip on your smartwatch–or with no 
warning at all. Untreated, it can increase your risk for stroke or other heart complications.

LEARN MORE ABOUT AFIB

New! A-Fib Clinic in Indy

EVERY HEARTBEAT  

is extraordinary

American Holly is a 
native tree or shrub 
that is mainly found 

in the southeastern parts of 
the United States. 

It can also be found 
growing wild in Indiana, 
but there is some contro-
versy over whether it is 
native here. 

It does grow in some 
parts of Morgan Coun-
ty, but it prefers neutral 
to acidic soils, just like 
blueberry plants. Most of 
the native soil in Morgan 
County, however, tends to 
be alkaline because of the 
limestone parent material 
from which it was formed, 
and it needs amending for 
these plants to thrive. If the 
soil is too alkaline, the hol-
ly will have yellow leaves 
and struggle to survive. 
It prefers soil that stays 
moist, but not wet, and 
well-drained sandy soil.

The plants can grow to 
a height of 15 to 30 feet, 
with some old reports of 
100 feet! They are usually 
found as an understory 
shrub in woodlands and 
survive in both sun and 
shade, though they prefer 
partial shade with several 
hours of daytime sun. Even 
when sunlight is not a lim-
iting factor, they may never 
grow very tall in poor soil 
conditions.

This shrub is dioe-
cious — like persimmon, 
spicebush and sassafras — 
meaning that each plant is 
either male or female and 
cannot reproduce (or pro-
duce berries) on its own. 
You need male and female 
shrubs in your planting 

for the female plants to 
be pollinated and produce 
berries. 

Several nurseries allow 
you to order male and 
female plants separately, so 
that you can have both in 
your plantings. It is gener-
ally recommended that you 
have at least one male plant 
IRU�HYHU\�¿YH�IHPDOH�SODQWV�
for adequate pollination. 

If you are unsure if the 
plants you are planting are 
male or female, I suggest 
planting several to ensure 
you get a mixture of both. 
It can take four to seven 
\HDUV�IRU�WKHP�WR�ÀRZHU�
and allow you to determine 
their sex.

It is often used in Christ-
PDV�ÀRUDO�DUUDQJHPHQWV�
because of the festive 
green leaves and the bright 
red berries that the plant 
displays during a season 
when other native plants 
are dormant. The two col-
ors are a striking contrast 
to one another, and its ev-
ergreen leaves and sturdy 
VWHPV�R൵HU�ODVWLQJ�FRORU��
texture and durability that 
outlasts many other cut 
ÀRZHUV�LQ�DQ�DUUDQJHPHQW��

wreath or garland.
That’s also why Amer-

ican Holly is, in general, 
deer-resistant. The deer 
prefer not to eat their 
tough, dark green, leath-
ery leaves, though several 
insects will feed on the 
leaves, including Henry’s 
(O¿Q�EXWWHUÀ\��7KH�GHQVH�
foliage, however, provides 
excellent nesting habitat 
and protective cover for 
various songbirds. The 
¿UP��EULJKW�UHG�EHUULHV�
are consumed by white-
WDLO�GHHU�DQG����GL൵HUHQW�
species of birds, including 
Mockingbird, Cardinal 
and Cedar Waxwing. This 
is an important source of 
nutrition for wildlife during 
the colder season, which 
in turn helps spread the 
plant’s seeds by way of 
endozoochory  — berry 
ingestion that leads to seed 
deposits elsewhere.

It is important to note 
that all parts of the plant 
contain saponin, which 
is toxic to humans and 
pets. Ingestion can cause 
gastrointestinal symp-
toms, nausea, drooling and 
lethargy, especially in large 
quantities. Care should be 
taken when using the plant 
in seasonal decorations to 
prevent consumption by 
pets and children who may 
¿QG�WKH�EHUULHV�DWWUDFWLYH�

David Mow is the inva-
sive species specialist for 
the Morgan County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District. He is a local Mas-
ter Gardener and member 
of Indiana Native Plant & 
:LOGÀRZHU�6RFLHW\�

Have a holly jolly Christmas

American 
Holly is a 
popular 
adorn-
ment 
during 
the 
Christ-
mas 
holiday 
due to its 
sturdy, 
brightly 
colored 
foliage 
and 
berries. 
(Courte-
sy photo) 

Conservation Matters
DAVID MOW


